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F IRST E VANGELICAL L UTHERAN C HURCH  

Third & Terry, Longmont, Colorado  
(303) 776 -2800 | www.firstluth.org 

Interim Pastor Stephanie Kopsch and Deacon Korra Looschen  

11th Sunday After Pentecost  
August 9, 2026 — 9:30 a.m.  

Welcome to worship, we are glad you are with us!  

GATHERING  
PRELUDE   

INTRODUCTION  
Elijah finds the presence of God not in earthquake, wind, or fire, but in the sound of sheer silence. When the disciples face  a 
great storm on the sea, they cry out with fear. Jesus says: “Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.” Amid the storms of life, we gather 
to seek the calm presence of Christ that soothes our fears. In comforting words of scripture and in the refreshing bread and cup 
of the eucharist, God grants us peace and sends us forth to be a sign of God’s presence to others. 

WELCOME  

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.  

Blessed be the holy Trinity,  ☩ one God, whose compassion endures forever.  

Amen.  

Let us confess our sin to God.  

Silence is kept for reflection.  

Compassionate God,  

we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves. In your mercy, call us back to you. 
Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. Restore us to dwell in your peace. In Christ’s name we pray,  

Amen.  

Jesus says , “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest.”  In the name of God, 

Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven. Rest in God ’s love. 

Amen.  

GATHERING HYMN   “Shout to the Lord”  ELW 821 

 

  

Ordinary Time  

http://www.firstluth.org/
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GREETING  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
And also,  with you.  

PRAYER OF THE DAY  
Let us pray.  

O God our defender, storms rage around and within us and cause us to be afraid. Rescue your people from 
despair, deliver your sons and daughters from fear, and preserve us in the faith of your Son, Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord.  

Amen  

ANTHEM   “If with All Your Hearts” by Mendelssohn, arr. By Liebergen  Bierte Peterson 
  Accompanied by Julianne Davis  

READINGS  
1 Kings 19:9 -18 

On Mount Horeb, where God had appeared to Moses with typical signs of God’s presence —earthquake, wind, and fire —Elijah 
now experienced God in “sheer silence.” God assured Elijah that he is not the only faithful believer. Seven thousand Israelit es 
are still  loyal. God instructed Elijah to anoint two men as kings and to anoint Elisha as his own successor.  
9 At [Horeb, the mount of God,] [Elijah] came to a cave and spent the night there. Then the word of the Lord came to him, 
saying, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” 10 He answered, “I have been very zealous for the Lord, the God of hosts, for the 
Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your prophets with the sword. I alone am left, 
and they are seeking my life, to take it away.” 11 He said, “Go out and stand on the mountain before the Lord, for the Lord is 
about to pass by.” Now there was a great wind, so strong that it was splitting mountains and breaking rocks in pieces before 
the Lord, but the Lord was not in the wind, and after t he wind an earthquake, but the  Lord  was not in the earthquake, 12 and 
after the earthquake a fire, but the Lord was not in the fire, and after the fire a sound of sheer silence. 13 When Elijah heard it, 
he wrapped his face in his mantle and went out and stood at the entrance of the cave. Then there came a voice to him that 
said, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” 14 He answered, “I have been very zealous for the Lord, the God of hosts, for the 
Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your prophets with the sword. I alone am left, 
and they are seeking my life, to take it away.” 15 Then the  Lord  said to him, “Go, return on your way to the wilderness of 
Damascus; when you arrive, you shall anoint Hazael as king over Aram. 16 Also you shall anoint Jehu son of Nimshi as king 
over Israel, and you shall anoint Elisha, son of Shaphat of Abel -meholah as prophet in your place. 17 Whoever escapes from 
the sword of Hazael, Jehu shall kill, and whoever escapes from the sword of Jehu, Elisha shall kill. 18 Yet I will leave seven 
thousand in Israel, all the knees that have not bowed to Baal, and every mouth that has not kissed him.”  

Word of God, word of life.  

Thanks be to God.  

Romans 10:5 -15 

A right relationship with God is not something we achieve by heroic efforts. It is a gift received in the proclamation whose 
content is Jesus Christ. This proclaimed word creates our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. Hence Christian proclamation is an 
indisp ensable component of God’s saving actions.  
5 Moses writes concerning the righteousness that comes from the law, that “the person who does these things will live by 
them.” 6 But the righteousness that comes from faith says, “Do not say in your heart, ‘Who will ascend into heaven?’” (that is, 
to bring Christ down) 7 “or ‘Who will descend into the abyss?’” (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). 8 But what does it 
say? “The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart” (that is, the word of faith that we proclaim), 9 because if you 
confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 
10 For one believes with the heart, leading to righteousness, and one confesses with the mouth, leading to salvation. 11 The 
scripture says, “No one who believes in him will be put to shame.” 12 For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; the 
same Lord is Lord of all and is generous to all who call on him. 13 For “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be 
saved.” 14 But how are they to call on one in whom they have not believed? And how are they to believe in one of whom they 
have never heard? And how are they to hear without someone to proclaim him? 15 And how are they to proclaim him unless 
they are sent? As it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!”  

Word of God, word of life  

Thanks be to God  
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CHILDREN’S  TIME   

Congregation: Please Rise for the Gospel Acclamation  

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 

GOSPEL  
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the 14th chapter beginning at the 22th verse. 

Glory to you, O Lord.  

Matthew 14:22-33 

Matthew’s gospel typically portrays Jesus’ disciples as people of “little faith,” who fail despite their best intentions. In this story, 
Matthew shows how Jesus comes to the disciples when they are in trouble and sustains them in their time of fear and dou bt. 

22 [Jesus] made the disciples get into a boat and go on ahead to the other side  [of the Sea of Galilee,] while he dismissed the 
crowds. 23 And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up the mountain by himself to pray. When evening came, he was 
there alone, 24 but by this time the boat, battered by the waves, was far from the land, for the wind was against them. 25 And 
early in the morning he came walking toward them on the sea. 26 But when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they 
were terrified, saying, “It is a ghost!” And they cried out in fear. 27 But immediately Jesus spoke to them and said, “Take 
heart, it is I; do not be afraid.” 28 Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water.” 29 He 
said, “Come.” So, Peter got out of the boat, started walking on the water, and came toward Jesus. 30 But when he noticed the 
strong wind, he became frightened, and, beginning to sink, he cried out, “Lord, save me!” 31 Jesus immediately reached out 
his hand and caught him, saying to him, “You of little faith, why did you doubt?” 32 When they got into the boat, the wind 
ceased. 33 And those in the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.”  

The Gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you, O Christ.  

SERMON  Pastor Stephanie Kopsch  
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THE APOSTLE S’ CREED  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our 
Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
died, and was buried; he d escended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is 
seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,  the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the 
life everlasting.   

Amen  

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  
Merciful God,  

receive our prayer.  

PASSING OF THE PEACE  
The peace of the Lord be with you always.  

And also,  with you . 

MEAL  
OFFERTORY   

OFFERTORY PRAYER  

Let us pray.  

Loving God,  

we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take heart in you and share freely of your love, so that all 
creation can taste your abundance. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now and 
forever.   

Amen.  
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING   Page 107

 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and praise...we praise yo ur 
name and join their unending hymn:  
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY  Page 108 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION  

THE LORD’S PRAYER  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptati on, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory 
forever and ever.   
Amen.  

COMMUNION  
This is the table of God.   All who hunger for God's presence in their lives are invited to receive bread and wine.   Please come 
forward at the direction of the  usher.  Our bread is gluten free, prepared and baked in a kitchen excluding wheat flour.   The 
wine is in the outer, darker circle of glasses in the communion trays while the lighter glasses in the center contain  grape 
juice.  Should you prefer not to receive communion, please come forward for a blessing by crossing your arms in front of your 
chest.  Come and see that the Lord is good.  
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LA MB OF GOD  Page 112 

 

 

COMMUNION HYMNS   

 “Let Us Break Bread”  ELW 471  
 “As the Grains of Wheat” ELW 465  
 “Eat This Bread”  ELW 472  
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COMMUNION BLESSING  

POST -COMMUNION PRAYER  
Compassionate God,  

through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled with the abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, 
through this holy meal, may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. We ask this in the name of Jesus, 
through the Spirit nourishin g us now and forever.  

Amen.  

SENDING  
ANNOUNCEMENTS  

BLESSING  
Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, ☩ one God, bless, heal, and hold you today and always.  

Amen  

SENDING HYMN   
 “Eternal Father, Strong to Save”  ELW 756  

SENDING  
Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!  

Thanks be to God.  

POSTLUDE   
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Preacher/ Presider  Pastor Stephanie Kopsch  

Worship Assistant  Deacon Korra Looschen  

Council Hosts:  John Gaddis  

Amy Ley  

Ushers:  Holly Keenan  

Mike Shiveley  

Reader:  Fran von Hagel  

Communion 
Assistants:  

Sally Campbell  

Lewis Geyer II  

Organist/Pianist:  Jeffrey Hartmann  

Livestream Operator  Shane Chatfield  

Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version 
Bible, copyright 1989, by the Division of Christian Education of the 
National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA. Used by 
permission.  Text for the liturgy reprinted from the Sundays and 
Seasons, copyright 2023.  Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress 
license #SBL14236.  

Welcome to Worship!  

CHILDREN ARE WELCOME IN WORSHIP, and families can 
sit anywhere in the sanctuary, including the chapel near the 
front. 

A NURSERY is available downstairs across from the Choir 
Room for children under 5. Follow the signs.  

LARGE -PRINT BULLETINS & HYMNS are available from the 
ushers.  

ADDITIONAL PARKING is available in the Ahlberg Chapel 
parking lot, one -half block north of the church on Terry 
Street. 

RESTROOMS are located on the upper level of the church, 
along the hallway leading to the Big Room.  There are 
handicap accessible restrooms on the lower level near the 
elevator, and in the Big Room.  

WORSHIP SERVICES AND LIVE STREAMED AND 
RECORDED so that others may enjoy worship remotely. 
Please note that today’s worship service is audio and video 
recorded for online sharing and archival purposes.  

We love seeing you in worship!  

 

Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, by the Division of 
Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA. Used by permission.  Text for 
the liturgy reprinted from the Sundays and Seasons, copyright 2023.  Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress 
license #SBL14236.  

 


