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11th Sunday After Pentecost – August 9, 2026 

10 a.m. Worship at Zion’s Lutheran Church 

Welcome Friends and Guests: Elijah finds the presence of God not in earthquake, wind, 
or fire, but in the sound of sheer silence. When the disciples face a great storm on the sea, 
they cry out with fear. Jesus says: “Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.” Amid the storms of 
life, we gather to seek the calm presence of Christ that soothes our fears. In comforting 
words of scripture and in the refreshing bread and cup of the eucharist, God grants us 
peace and sends us forth to be a sign of God’s presence to others. 

Serving this Sunday: 
  Worship – Pastor Lisa Rygiel, Jo Moss & Carol Hanson 
  Musicians – Connie Pallone & Mark Nelson 
  Ushers – Steve Hanson & Mark Moss 
  Communion – Carol Hanson & Jo Moss 

Worship & Music: In boundless diversity, we all are made in God's image! If you are 
visiting or new to our faith family, please sign our guest book and feel free to Come back 
and worship each Sunday at 10 a.m.  

Large print bulletins are available from the ushers. We use both the cranberry Lutheran 
Book of Worship and the purple All Creation Sings hymnals as indicated in the bulletin. 

Communion: We celebrate open communion. This is Christ’s table, all are welcome. You 
may come forward for the sacraments or cross your arms across your chest for a blessing. 
Our bread is gluten free and both wine and white grape juice (center of tray) are available. 

Other: Restrooms are in the Fellowship Hall; our ushers can direct you. 

Fellowship: Please join us after worship today in the Fellowship Hall for coffee and 
conversation. All are welcome! 

Zion’s Lutheran is a Reconciling in Christ (RIC) community.  
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~Gathering~ 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

Gathering of Prayers & Call to Worship 

Children of God, some of us come today with songs of joy, rejoicing at all God has done for us. We come 

to remember God’s steadfast love and faithfulness. 

Some of us come today with songs of mourning in our hearts, feeling the weight of loss, isolation, and 

loneliness. We come to remember God’s steadfast love and faithfulness. 

Some of us come today with songs of worry and distress, overwhelmed by the troubles and the 

sufferings of the world. We come to remember God’s steadfast love and faithfulness. 

In our joy, our sorrow, our isolation, and our worry, God is faithful! We come to sing God’s praises, for 

in all things, God’s steadfast love and faithfulness never fail. Thanks be to God! Amen. 

Confession & Forgiveness  

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who looks upon us in compassion, forgives our sin, and heals our 

lives. Amen. 

Have mercy, O God, against you, you alone, we have sinned. In your compassion, cleanse us from our 

sin and take away our guilt. Create in us a new heart, give us a steadfast spirit. Do not cast us away 

but fill us with your Holy Spirit and restore your joy within us. Amen. 

As tender as parent to child…who crowns us with mercy and love. Blessed be God forever. 

Gathering Hymn: #822 (cranberry hymnal) O, Sing to the Lord 

Greeting 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

And also, with you. 

Kyrie  

 
  



 3 

Prayer of the Day  

O God our defender, storms rage around and within us and cause us to be afraid. Rescue your people 

from despair, deliver your children from fear, and preserve us in the faith of your Son, Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord. Amen. 

~Word~  
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

First Reading: 1 Kings 19:9-18 
9 At [Horeb, the mount of God,] [Elijah] came to a cave and spent the night there.  Then the word of the 

Lord came to him, saying, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” 10 He answered, “I have been very zealous 

for the Lord, the God of hosts, for the Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, 

and killed your prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to take it away.” 

  11 He said, “Go out and stand on the mountain before the Lord, for the Lord is about to pass by.” Now 

there was a great wind, so strong that it was splitting mountains and breaking rocks in pieces before the 

Lord, but the Lord was not in the wind, and after the wind an earthquake, but the Lord was not in the 

earthquake, 12 and after the earthquake a fire, but the Lord was not in the fire, and after the fire a sound 

of sheer silence.  

13 When Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face in his mantle and went out and stood at the entrance of the 

cave. Then there came a voice to him that said, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” 14 He answered, “I 

have been very zealous for the Lord, the God of hosts, for the Israelites have forsaken your covenant, 

thrown down your altars, and killed your prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking 

my life, to take it away.”  

15 Then the Lord said to him, “Go, return on your way to the wilderness of Damascus; when you arrive, 

you shall anoint Hazael as king over Aram. 16 Also you shall anoint Jehu son of Nimshi as king over Israel, 

and you shall anoint Elisha son of Shaphat of Abel-meholah as prophet in your place. 17 Whoever escapes 

from the sword of Hazael, Jehu shall kill, and whoever escapes from the sword of Jehu, Elisha shall kill. 
18 Yet I will leave seven thousand in Israel, all the knees that have not bowed to Baal, and every mouth 

that has not kissed him.” 

God’s Word invites us into life. Thanks be to God! 

Responsive Reading: Psalm 85:8-13 
8 I will listen to what the Lord God is saying; for you speak peace to your faithful people and to those 

who turn their hearts to you. 
9 Truly, your salvation is very near to those who fear you, that your glory may dwell in our land. 

10 Steadfast love and faithfulness have met together; righteousness and peace have kissed each other. 
11 Faithfulness shall spring up from the earth, and righteousness shall look down from heaven. 

12 The Lord will indeed grant prosperity, and our land will yield its increase. 
13 Righteousness shall go before the Lord and shall prepare for God a pathway.  
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Second Reading: Romans 10: 5-15 
5 Moses writes concerning the righteousness that comes from the law, that “the person who does these 

things will live by them.” 6 But the righteousness that comes from faith says, “Do not say in your heart, 

‘Who will ascend into heaven?’” (that is, to bring Christ down) 7 “or ‘Who will descend into the abyss?’” 

(that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). 8 But what does it say?  

  “The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart” 

(that is, the word of faith that we proclaim), 9 because if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord 

and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 10 For one believes with 

the heart, leading to righteousness, and one confesses with the mouth, leading to salvation. 11 The 

scripture says, “No one who believes in him will be put to shame.”  

12 For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all and is generous to all 

who call on him. 13 For “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.” 

  14 But how are they to call on one in whom they have not believed? And how are they to believe in 

one of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without someone to proclaim him?  

15 And how are they to proclaim him unless they are sent? As it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of 

those who bring good news!” 

God’s Word invites us into life. Thanks be to God! 

Gospel Acclamation  

 

Gospel: Matthew 14:22-33 

The holy gospel according to Matthew, chapter 14.   

Glory to you, O Lord. 

22 [Jesus] made the disciples get into a boat and go on ahead to the other side [of the Sea of Galilee,] 

while he dismissed the crowds.23 And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up the mountain by 

himself to pray. When evening came, he was there alone, 24 but by this time the boat, battered by the 

waves, was far from the land, for the wind was against them. 25 And early in the morning he came 

walking toward them on the sea.  

26 But when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were terrified, saying, “It is a ghost!” And 

they cried out in fear. 27 But immediately Jesus spoke to them and said, “Take heart, it is I; do not be 

afraid.” 
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  28 Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water.” 29 He said, 

“Come.” So, Peter got out of the boat, started walking on the water, and came toward Jesus. 30 But when 

he noticed the strong wind, he became frightened, and, beginning to sink, he cried out, “Lord, save me!”  

31 Jesus immediately reached out his hand and caught him, saying to him, “You of little faith, why did you 

doubt?” 32 When they got into the boat, the wind ceased. 33 And those in the boat worshiped him, 

saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.” 

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sermon: Pastor Lisa Rygiel 

Hymn of the Day: #763 (cranberry hymnal) My Life Flows On in Endless Song  

The Apostles Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only 

Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 

Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the 

living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Prayers of the People 

We pray for the servants of your gospel in every place, that your word may be heard. Where your voice 

is scorned and your people persecuted, strengthen the church in its faithful witness. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

For this world you have created, that all life may flourish. Preserve biodiversity in all its variety and help 

ecosystems to survive the extremes of a changing climate. Move our hearts with compassion to join in 

this work. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

For leaders of towns, states, nations, and organizations, and all who are in positions of authority, that 

they lead with justice and integrity. Teach us to respond with Christlike mercy to all who are afraid or in 

danger. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

For all who struggle amid the storms of life, that they find peace and hope in your loving presence. 

Comfort any who are lonely and grieving and all who suffer. Today we lift…Merciful God, receive our 

prayer. 

For this congregation and its ministries, that they reflect your love and life amid a turbulent world. Guide 

pastors, council members, and other church leaders with your still, calm voice. Merciful God, receive our 

prayer. 

We give thanks for the faithful who have gone before us. Guide us in our earthly journey, that we may 

one day join them in your eternal kingdom. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
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Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have promised. All this we ask in the name of your Son, 

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

~Meal~  
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

Offering 

An offering is gathered for missions of the church.  
You can give by check or cash (mail to 510 Pine Street), or online at:  
https://tithe.ly/give_new/www/#/tithely/give-one-time/1334741 

Offertory: #167 (cranberry hymnal) Now the Feast & Celebration v. 1 

Offering Prayer 

God of goodness and growth…through Jesus Christ, our strength and our song. Amen. 

Great Prayer of Thanksgiving 

The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy…and join their unending hymn: 

Holy, Holy, Holy 
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Thanksgiving at the Table 

We praise you, all-holy God…And so, we proclaim the mystery of our faith: 

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

We pray for your Holy Spirit, your breath, your fire, your wisdom…We praise you, all-holy God, the 

Creator, the Son, the Holy Spirit, today, tomorrow, and forever. Amen. 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth 

as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 

kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

Invitation to Communion 

God’s love is wide. God’s table is big. No one is excluded. 
Taste and see that the Lord is Good. 

Our bread is gluten free & both wine and white grape juice are available.  
God comes to us in worship and song. God also comes to us in silence and stillness. Please use the time 

before and after you commune for silent contemplation.  

Communion Song: Lamb of God  

 

Communion Hymn: #773 (cranberry hymnal) Precious Lord, Take My Hand 

Communion Song: Thank the Lord & Sing His Praise (next page) 
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Communion Prayer 

We thank you, O God, that you have strengthened our hearts through this feast of life and salvation. 

Shine the light of Christ on our path, that we may do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with you, 

now and forever. Amen. 

~Sending~ 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

Announcements & Special Blessings  

Benediction  

Go now, to be the love of God for others. 

Let us go to wander with all the worriers and weary. 

Go now, to be the grace of Jesus for all. 

Let us dare to step out of worship's comfort to serve the doubters and dreamers. 

Go now, to be the peace of the Spirit to all. 

Let us remember our calling to be God's presence in every moment. 

And may the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, keep your hearts and your minds in ☩ 

Christ Jesus. 

Amen. 

Sending Hymn: #785 (cranberry hymnal) When Peace Like a River  

Dismissal  

Go forth with courage, loving God and serving neighbors. Thanks be to God.  
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~Announcements~ 

 Fellowship: Everyone, please join us after worship in the Fellowship Hall for coffee and conversation. 
All are welcome. 

 Church Council: The Zion’s church council meets after worship today, downstairs in the Fellowship 
Hall. All are welcome. 

 Wednesday Book Club: Book Club is on hiatus during August. 

 Summer Supper Gatherings: Our next summer supper is at 5:30 p.m. on Wednesday, Aug. 12. There 
is a sign-up sheet in the Fellowship Hall for food and activities. We look forward to seeing you there. 

 Fellowship Hall Flooring: Following the congregational meeting last Sunday, authorizing the church 
council to proceed with flooring replacement in the Fellowship Hall, a tentative schedule has been 
set. Work to remove the old carpeting should begin Aug. 13. And, while there may be some 
inconveniences during this process, the long-term results will be well worth the trouble. 

 Connections Newsletter: The August issue of the Zion’s newsletter Connections was sent by email 
on July 31. Paper copies are available in the Fellowship Hall. We are looking for people to submit 
recipes for the September newsletter. If you can help, please let Jo Moss know. 

 Save the Date: God’s Work Our Hands Sunday for Zion’s will be Sept. 13, details will follow in E-
Formation, the Bulletins, and the September Newsletter. 

 We’re Here for You: For pastoral care, call Zion’s at 719-846-7785 or send an email: 
zionsluth@gmail.com. 
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