August 8, 2026

Honor Reflects Christ

August Series: Christ-Centered Relationships
Week Focus: Put Honor First

Scripture — Philippians 2:3-4 - “Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in
humility value others above yourselves, not looking to your own interests but each of you to the
interests of the others.”

Devotional Reflection

Every follower of Jesus is being transformed into His likeness. While that transformation touches
every area of our lives, one of the clearest places it becomes visible is in the way we treat other
people. Honor is not simply good manners, proper etiquette, or a positive personality trait—it is
evidence that Christ is shaping our hearts. As we become more like Jesus, we become less
consumed with ourselves and increasingly aware of the needs, value, and well-being of others.

Paul reminds believers to reject selfish ambition and embrace Christlike humility. Our natural
tendency may be to protect our own interests, defend our own opinions, and seek recognition
for ourselves. But the life of Jesus points us in a different direction. He consistently placed
others before Himself, serving with humility, compassion, and sacrificial love. He did not use His
position to demand honor; He used His life to give it. Every time we intentionally value another
person, we reflect something of the character of Christ.

Throughout this week, God has been inviting us to put honor first. We have learned to see
people through the lens of their God-given value, speak with grace, listen with compassion,
honor those closest to us, and extend forgiveness when relationships become difficult. None of
these are merely good habits. They are evidence that the Holy Spirit is transforming us from the
inside out. Honor is not about pretending to be kind—it is about allowing the character of Christ
within us to become visible through the way we treat others.

As you prepare for worship tomorrow, take time to reflect on how God has been working in your
heart this week. Celebrate the progress He has made, no matter how small it may seem.
Perhaps a conversation went differently because you chose gentleness instead of harshness.
Maybe you listened when you normally would have interrupted. Perhaps someone felt valued
because you intentionally served them, or a relationship began to heal because you chose
grace over offense. Every step of obedience is evidence that God is faithfully transforming you
into the image of His Son.

Today, ask yourself a simple but important question: When people encounter me, do they
experience something that reminds them of Jesus? May your words, attitudes, actions, and
relationships point others toward Him. Honor is ultimately bigger than how we treat people—it is
about representing Christ well. When His character becomes visible through our relationships,
our lives become living testimonies of His transforming grace.

¢ Focus for Today



Honor reflects Christ when we choose humility, value others, and demonstrate His heart
in every relationship.

X Practice
+ Take a few moments to thank God for the transformation He has begun in you this week.

* Intentionally reflect Christ in one meaningful way today by serving someone without seeking
recognition, encouraging someone who feels overlooked, or placing another person’s needs
before your own.

* Pray for someone God has placed on your heart.

* As you prepare for worship tomorrow, ask yourself: “If someone watched my life today,
what would they learn about Jesus?”

J, Prayer

Father, thank You for sending Jesus as the perfect example of humility, love, and honor. Thank
You for the work You have been doing in my heart this week. Continue transforming me into the
likeness of Christ so that my words, attitudes, actions, and relationships reflect His character.
Help me choose humility over selfishness, grace over offense, and service over self-promotion.
May my life become a living testimony that points others to Jesus. Prepare my heart for worship
tomorrow, and may everything | do bring glory to Your name. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

# Reflection Question

As you look back over this week, where have you seen Christ transforming your heart,
and how can you continue reflecting His character in your relationships?
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