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 Evening Prayer: Rite II 
If you wish to make online donations to the ministry of St. John the Baptist Episcopal Church, please visit: 
https://sjbwestseattle.org/give 
 

Year Two 

Opening Sentence of Scripture 
 Presider If I say, “Surely the darkness will cover me, and the light around me turn to night,” 

darkness is not dark to you, O LORD; the night is as bright as the day; darkness and light to 
you are both alike. — Psalm 139:10-11 

  Jesus said, “I am the light of the world; whoever follows me will not walk in darkness, 
but will have the light of life.” — John 8:12 

Confession 
 Presider Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Silence may be kept. 

 People Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you 
   in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, 
    and by what we have left undone. 
  We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
   we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
  We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
  For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; 
   that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, 
    to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

 Presider Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life. 
Amen. 

The Invitatory 

 Presider O God, make speed to save us. 
 People O Lord, make haste to help us. 

  Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:  
  as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
  Alleluia. 

O Gracious Light • Phos hilaron 

  O gracious light, 
   pure brightness of the everliving Father in heaven, 
    O Jesus Christ, holy and blessed!  

  Now as we come to the setting of the sun, 
   and our eyes behold the vesper light, 
    we sing your praises, O God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  

  You are worthy at all times to be praised by happy voices, 
   O Son of God, O Giver of Life, 
    and to be glorified through all the worlds. 
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The Psalter 
Psalm 65 • Te decet hymnus 

 1 You are to be praised, O God, in Zion; * 
to you shall vows be performed in Jerusalem. 

 2 To you that hear prayer shall all flesh come, * 
because of their transgressions. 

 3 Our sins are stronger than we are, * 
but you will blot them out. 

 4 Happy are they whom you choose and draw to your courts to dwell there! * 
they will be satisfied by the beauty of your house, by the holiness of your 

temple. 

 5 Awesome things will you show us in your righteousness, O God of our salvation, * 
O Hope of all the ends of the earth and of the seas that are far away. 

 6 You make fast the mountains by your powers; * 
they are girded about with might. 

 7 You still the roaring of the seas; * 
the roaring of their waves, and the clamor of the peoples. 

 8 Those who dwell at the ends of the earth will tremble at your marvelous signs; * 
you make the dawn and the dusk to sing for joy. 

 9 You visit the earth and water it abundantly; you make it very plenteous; * 
the river of God is full of water. 

 10 You prepare the grain, * 
for so you provide for the earth. 

 11 You drench the furrows and smooth out the ridges; * 
with heavy rain you soften the ground and bless its increase. 

 12 You crown the year with your goodness,  * 
and your paths overflow with plenty. 

 13 May the fields of the wilderness be rich for grazing, * 
and the hills be clothed with joy. 

 14 May the meadows cover themselves with flocks, and the valleys cloak themselves 
with grain; * 

let them shout for joy and sing. 

Psalm 66 • Jubilate Deo 

 1 Be joyful in God, all you lands; * 
sing the glory of his Name; sing the glory of his praise. 

 2 Say to God, “How awesome are your deeds! * 
because of your great strength your enemies cringe before you. 

 3 All the earth bows down before you, * 
sings to you, sings out your Name.” 

 4 Come now and see the works of God, * 
how wonderful he is in his doing toward all people. 

 5 He turned the sea into dry land, so that they went through the water on foot, * 
and there we rejoiced in him. 

 6 In his might he rules for ever; his eyes keep watch over the nations; * 
let no rebel rise up against him. 
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 7 Bless our God, you peoples; * 
make the voice of his praise to be heard; 

 8 Who holds our souls in life, * 
and will not allow our feet to slip. 

 9 For you, O God, have proved us; * 
you have tried us just as silver is tried. 

 10 You brought us into the snare; * 
you laid heavy burdens upon our backs. 

 11 You let enemies ride over our heads; we went through fire and water, * 
but you brought us out into a place of refreshment. 

 12 I will enter your house with burnt-offerings and will pay you my vows, * 
which I promised with my lips and spoke with my mouth when I was in 

trouble. 

 13 I will offer you sacrifices of fat beasts with the smoke of rams; * 
I will give you oxen and goats. 

 14 Come and listen, all you who fear God, * 
and I will tell you what he has done for me. 

 15 I called out to him with my mouth, * 
and his praise was on my tongue. 

 16 If I had found evil in my heart, * 
the LORD would not have heard me; 

 17 But in truth God has heard me; * 
he has attended to the voice of my prayer. 

 18 Blessed be God, who has not rejected my prayer, * 
nor withheld his love from me. 

Psalm 67 • Deus misereatur 

 1 May God be merciful to us and bless us, * 
show us the light of his countenance and come to us. 

 2 Let your ways be known upon earth, * 
your saving health among all nations. 

 3 Let the peoples praise you, O God; * 
let all the peoples praise you. 

 4 Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, * 
for you judge the peoples with equity and guide all the nations upon earth. 

 5 Let the peoples praise you, O God; * 
let all the peoples praise you. 

 6 The earth has brought forth her increase; * 
may God, our own God, give us his blessing. 

 7 May God give us his blessing, * 
and may all the ends of the earth stand in awe of him. 

  Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
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Reading 
Judges 13:15–24 

Manoah said to the angel of the LORD, “Allow us to detain you, and prepare a kid for you.” 
The angel of the LORD said to Manoah, “If you detain me, I will not eat your food; but if 
you want to prepare a burnt offering, then offer it to the LORD.” (For Manoah did not know 
that he was the angel of the LORD.) Then Manoah said to the angel of the LORD, “What is 
your name, so that we may honor you when your words come true?” But the angel of the 
LORD said to him, “Why do you ask my name? It is too wonderful.” So Manoah took the 
kid with the grain offering, and offered it on the rock to the LORD, to him who works 
wonders. When the flame went up toward heaven from the altar, the angel of the LORD 
ascended in the flame of the altar while Manoah and his wife looked on; and they fell on 
their faces to the ground. The angel of the LORD did not appear again to Manoah and his 
wife. Then Manoah realized that it was the angel of the LORD. And Manoah said to his wife, 
“We shall surely die, for we have seen God.” But his wife said to him, “If the LORD had 
meant to kill us, he would not have accepted a burnt offering and a grain offering at our 
hands, or shown us all these things, or now announced to us such things as these.” 

The woman bore a son, and named him Samson. The boy grew, and the LORD blessed him. 

 Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
 People Thanks be to God. 

Canticle 
The Song of Mary • Magnificat: Luke 1:46–55 

  My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, 
my spirit rejoices in God my Savior; * 

  for he has looked with favor on his lowly servant.  

  From this day all generations will call me blessed: * 
  the Almighty has done great things for me, and holy is his Name. 

  He has mercy on those who fear him * 
  in every generation. 

  He has shown the strength of his arm, * 
  he has scattered the proud in their conceit. 

  He has cast down the mighty from their thrones, * 
  and has lifted up the lowly. 

  He has filled the hungry with good things, * 
  and the rich he has sent away empty. 

  He has come to the help of his servant Israel, * 
  for he has remembered his promise of mercy, 

  The promise he made to our fathers, * 
  to Abraham and his children for ever. 

  Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
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Reading 
Acts 6:1–15 

Now during those days, when the disciples were increasing in number, the Hellenists 
complained against the Hebrews because their widows were being neglected in the daily 
distribution of food. And the twelve called together the whole community of the disciples 
and said, ‘It is not right that we should neglect the word of God in order to wait at tables. 
Therefore, friends, select from among yourselves seven men of good standing, full of the 
Spirit and of wisdom, whom we may appoint to this task, while we, for our part, will 
devote ourselves to prayer and to serving the word.’ What they said pleased the whole 
community, and they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and the Holy Spirit, together with 
Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolaus, a proselyte of Antioch. They 
had these men stand before the apostles, who prayed and laid their hands on them. 

The word of God continued to spread; the number of the disciples increased greatly in 
Jerusalem, and a great many of the priests became obedient to the faith. 

Stephen, full of grace and power, did great wonders and signs among the people. Then 
some of those who belonged to the synagogue of the Freedmen (as it was called), 
Cyrenians, Alexandrians, and others of those from Cilicia and Asia, stood up and argued 
with Stephen. But they could not withstand the wisdom and the Spirit with which he 
spoke. Then they secretly instigated some men to say, ‘We have heard him speak 
blasphemous words against Moses and God.’ They stirred up the people as well as the 
elders and the scribes; then they suddenly confronted him, seized him, and brought him 
before the council. They set up false witnesses who said, ‘This man never stops saying 
things against this holy place and the law; for we have heard him say that this Jesus of 
Nazareth will destroy this place and will change the customs that Moses handed on to us.’ 
And all who sat in the council looked intently at him, and they saw that his face was like 
the face of an angel. 

 Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
 People Thanks be to God. 

Canticle 
The Song of Simeon • Nunc dimittis: Luke 2:29–32 

  Lord, you now have set your servant free * 
  to go in peace as you have promised; 

  For these eyes of mine have seen the Savior, * 
  whom you have prepared for all the world to see: 

  A Light to enlighten the nations, * 
  and the glory of your people Israel. 

  Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
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Reading 
John 4:1–26 

Now when Jesus learned that the Pharisees had heard, “Jesus is making and baptizing 
more disciples than John”— although it was not Jesus himself but his disciples who 
baptized— he left Judea and started back to Galilee. 

But he had to go through Samaria. So he came to a Samaritan city called Sychar, near the 
plot of ground that Jacob had given to his son Joseph. Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, 
tired out by his journey, was sitting by the well. It was about noon. A Samaritan woman 
came to draw water, and Jesus said to her, “Give me a drink.” (His disciples had gone to 
the city to buy food.) The Samaritan woman said to him, “How is it that you, a Jew, ask a 
drink of me, a woman of Samaria?” (Jews do not share things in common with Samaritans.) 
Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God, and who it is that is saying to you, ‘Give 
me a drink,’ you would have asked him, and he would have given you living water.” The 
woman said to him, “Sir, you have no bucket, and the well is deep. Where do you get that 
living water? Are you greater than our ancestor Jacob, who gave us the well, and with his 
sons and his flocks drank from it?” Jesus said to her, “Everyone who drinks of this water 
will be thirsty again, but those who drink of the water that I will give them will never be 
thirsty. The water that I will give will become in them a spring of water gushing up to 
eternal life.” The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water, so that I may never be thirsty 
or have to keep coming here to draw water.” Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and 
come back.” The woman answered him, “I have no husband.” Jesus said to her, “You are 
right in saying, ‘I have no husband’; for you have had five husbands, and the one you have 
now is not your husband. What you have said is true!” The woman said to him, “Sir, I see 
that you are a prophet. Our ancestors worshiped on this mountain, but you say that the 
place where people must worship is in Jerusalem.”  

Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe me, the hour is coming when you will worship the 
Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. You worship what you do not know; we 
worship what we know, for salvation is from the Jews. But the hour is coming, and is now 
here, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father 
seeks such as these to worship him. God is spirit, and those who worship him must 
worship in spirit and truth.” The woman said to him, “I know that Messiah is coming” 
(who is called Christ). “When he comes, he will proclaim all things to us.” Jesus said to her, 
“I am he, the one who is speaking to you.” 

 Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
 People Thanks be to God. 

Reflection 
Silence may be kept. 

The Apostles’ Creed 
 People I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

  I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
   He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. 
   He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 
   He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again. 
   He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
   He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, 
   the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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The Prayers 
 Presider The Lord be with you. 
 People And also with you. 

 Presider Let us pray. 

 People Our Father, who art in heaven, 

   hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, 
    thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day our daily bread. 
  And forgive us our trespasses, 
   as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
  And lead us not into temptation, 
   but deliver us from evil. 
  For thine is the kingdom, 
   and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

The Suffrages 
Set B 

  That this evening may be holy, good, and peaceful, 
We entreat you, O Lord. 

  That your holy angels may lead us in paths of peace and goodwill, 
We entreat you, O Lord. 

  That we may be pardoned and forgiven for our sins and offenses, 
We entreat you, O Lord. 

  That there may be peace to your Church and to the whole world, 
We entreat you, O Lord. 

  That we may depart this life in your faith and fear, and not be condemned before 
the great judgment seat of Christ, 

We entreat you, O Lord. 

  That we may be bound together by your Holy Spirit in the communion of Saint John 
the Baptist and all your saints, entrusting one another and all our life to Christ, 

We entreat you, O Lord. 

The Collect of the Day 
Proper 14 

 Presider Grant to us, Lord, we pray, the spirit to think and do always those things that are right, that 
we, who cannot exist without you, may by you be enabled to live according to your will; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 

Choose one or more of the following Collects. 

A Collect for Peace 
 Presider Most holy God, the source of all good desires, all right judgments, and all just works: Give 

to us, your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, so that our minds may be 
fixed on the doing of your will, and that we, being delivered from the fear of all enemies, 
may live in peace and quietness; through the mercies of Christ Jesus our Savior. Amen. 
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A Collect for Aid Against Perils 
 Presider Be our light in the darkness, O Lord, and in your great mercy defend us from all perils and 

dangers of this night; for the love of your only Son, our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 

A Collect for Protection 
 Presider O God, the life of all who live, the light of the faithful, the strength of those who labor, and 

the repose of the dead: We thank you for the blessings of the day that is past, and humbly 
ask for your protection through the coming night. Bring us in safety to the morning hours; 
through him who died and rose again for us, your Son our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 

A Prayer for the Presence of Christ 
 Presider Lord Jesus, stay with us, for evening is at hand and the day is past; be our companion in the 

way, kindle our hearts, and awaken hope, that we may know you as you are revealed in 
Scripture and the breaking of bread. Grant this for the sake of your love. Amen. 

Prayer for Mission 
 People Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work, or watch, or weep this night, and give your 

angels charge over those who sleep. Tend the sick, Lord Christ; give rest to the weary, 
bless the dying, soothe the suffering, pity the afflicted, shield the joyous; and all for 
your love’s sake. Amen. 

Prayers of the People 
Form IV 

 Presider Let us pray for the Church and for the world. 
  Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united in your truth, live 

together in your love, and reveal your glory in the world. 

  In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer we pray for the Episcopal Church*.  

  In the Diocesan Cycle of Prayer we pray for St. Hilda St. Patrick, Edmonds; 
and Trinity, Everett.  

  Lord, in your mercy, 
 People  Hear our prayer. 

(*The Episcopal Church (TEC) has dioceses in the United States, Taiwan, Micronesia, the Caribbean, 
Central and South America, as well as the Convocation of Episcopal Churches in Europe.) 

 Presider Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and peace; that 
we may honor one another and serve the common good. 

  Lord, in your mercy, 
 People  Hear our prayer. 

 Presider Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its resources 
rightly in the service of others and to your honor and glory. 

  Lord, in your mercy, 
 People  Hear our prayer. 

 Presider Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may serve Christ in 
them, and love one another as he loves us. 

  Lord, in your mercy, 
 People  Hear our prayer. 

 Presider Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give them courage and 
hope in their troubles, and bring them the joy of your salvation. 

  Lord, in your mercy, 
 People  Hear our prayer. 
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 Presider We commend to your mercy all who have died, that your will for them may be fulfilled; 
and we pray that we may share with all your saints in your eternal kingdom. 

  Lord, in your mercy, 
 People  Hear our prayer. 

 Presider Almighty God, to whom our needs are known before we ask: Help us to ask only what 
accords with your will; and those good things which we dare not, or in our blindness 
cannot ask, grant this for the sake of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

One or both of the following may be used. 

A General Thanksgiving 
 People Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we your unworthy servants give you humble 

thanks for all your goodness and loving-kindness to us and to all whom you have made. 

   We bless you for our creation, preservation, and all the blessings of this life; but above 
all for your immeasurable love in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; 
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.  

  And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, that with truly thankful hearts 
we may show forth your praise, not only with our lips, but in our lives, by giving up our 
selves to your service, and by walking before you in holiness and righteousness all our 
days; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor 
and glory throughout all ages. Amen. 

A Prayer of St. Chrysostom 
 People Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our 

common supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved Son 
that when two or three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the midst of 
them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may be best for us; granting us in 
this world knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen. 

The Blessing 
 Presider Let us bless the Lord. 
 People Thanks be to God. 

 Presider The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the 
Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore. Amen. — 2 Corinthians 13:14 


