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Welcome to Saint Paul!  
We are happy to have you here! 

 

How to know when to stand, sit, or speak 
Whenever you see an asterisk (*) at a heading, you are invited to stand as you are able. 

You are not required to stand, so if, for health or emotional reasons you cannot or do 

not wish to stand, that is okay.  You are invited to speak the words printed in bold type. 
 

How to sing hymns in harmony 
To save space in printing the bulletin, we usually limit what is printed to the melody. If 

you’d like to sing in harmony, the hymn numbers are listed in our bulletin so you can 

open the red books in the pews (called ELWs).  
 

We are an Open Communion Congregation 
This means that any Christian who has received the Sacrament of Holy Baptism is invited 

to receive Holy Communion.  
 

How to financially support us 
Offerings can be made online at stpaulpgm.org/give, mailed to St. Paul Lutheran 

Church, PO Box 200, Pine Grove Mills, PA 16868, placed in the mail slot (outside 

door to Pastor Paul’s office), or in the offering plate located in the lobby/narthex 

near the entrance of the sanctuary. 

 

A note on Communion Wafers 
To topple barriers that prevent participation in worship, we want to make it 

possible for individuals with Celiac Disease or gluten intolerance to be able to 

eat the Body of our Lord. Our default wafers are made by Parish Crossroads 

and are known as “Low Gluten Wafers” because they contain trace amounts of 

gluten. However, the wafers are tested at least once a year for how much 

gluten is in them. Since 2020, the wafers have routinely tested to contain 

15ppm gluten or less (The US FDA defines most food products with 20ppm or less as “gluten 

free”). Use the QR Code and look for the link that gives the most recent test results. 

If you still have concerns, we have some truly gluten-free wafers available upon request.  

 

 

http://stpaulpgm.org/give
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Gathering 
The Gathering for worship began when you started readying yourself for worship 

 

An Introduction to the day 
Elijah expected God in the earthquake, wind, or fire, and found God instead in sheer silence. The 

disciples expect only a storm, and Jesus meets them on the water saying, “Take heart, it is I; do not 

be afraid.” Whatever storm you are facing today, you are not facing it alone. In these familiar 

words of scripture and in the ordinary bread and cup of the table, Christ meets you with peace 

that steadies you, and sends you out to be that same steady presence for someone else. 

 

Prelude – Out of consideration for our musicians, please refrain from talking during the prelude. 

 
 

*Confession and forgiveness 
P: In the name of the Father, and of the ☩Son, and of the Holy Spirit. A: Amen. 
 

 

P: Let us confess our sin, in the presence of God and of one another.  
 

P Compassionate God, A: we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy, and 

we cannot free ourselves. In your mercy, call us back to you. Your yoke is easy and 
your burden is light. Restore us to dwell in your peace. In Christ’s name we pray, 
Amen. 
 

P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 

forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by 

his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the 

name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. A: Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



4 
 

*Gathering Hymn “Eternal Father, Strong to Save” (ELW 756) 

 

 

 

 

 
 

*GREETING 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all.  A: And also with you.  
 

*Prayer of the Day 
P: Let us pray. O God our defender, storms rage around and within us and cause us to 

be afraid. Rescue your people from despair, deliver your sons and daughters from fear, 

and preserve us in the faith of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. A: Amen. 
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Word 
First Reading: 1 Kings 19:9-18 
Elijah ended his competition with the priests of Baal by not simply defeating, but massacring them, 

earning him the enmity of Queen Jezebel. He flees to the mountain where God appeared to Moses, 

where he expects to find sanctuary in which to complain and be relieved of further ministry. 
 

9 At [Horeb, the mount of God,] [Elijah] came to a cave and spent the night there. Then 

the word of the Lord came to him, saying, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” 10 He 

answered, “I have been very zealous for the Lord, the God of hosts, for the Israelites 

have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your prophets with 

the sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to take it away.” 11 He said, “Go 

out and stand on the mountain before the Lord, for the Lord is about to pass by.” Now 

there was a great wind, so strong that it was splitting mountains and breaking rocks in 

pieces before the Lord, but the Lord was not in the wind, and after the wind an 

earthquake, but the Lord was not in the earthquake, 12 and after the earthquake a fire, 

but the Lord was not in the fire, and after the fire a sound of sheer silence. 13 When 

Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face in his mantle and went out and stood at the 

entrance of the cave. Then there came a voice to him that said, “What are you doing 

here, Elijah?” 14 He answered, “I have been very zealous for the Lord, the God of hosts, 

for the Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your 

prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to take it away.” 15 

Then the Lord said to him, “Go, return on your way to the wilderness of Damascus; when 

you arrive, you shall anoint Hazael as king over Aram. 16 Also you shall anoint Jehu son of 

Nimshi as king over Israel, and you shall anoint Elisha son of Shaphat of Abel-meholah as 

prophet in your place. 17 Whoever escapes from the sword of Hazael, Jehu shall kill, and 

whoever escapes from the sword of Jehu, Elisha shall kill. 18 Yet I will leave seven 

thousand in Israel, all the knees that have not bowed to Baal, and every mouth that has 

not kissed him.” 

                                  L: The word of the Lord. A: Thanks be to God.  
 

Psalm 85:7-13                    sung to Stuttgart (ELW 455) 
Like Elijah in the first reading, the psalmist is granted consolation, perhaps in unexpected ways. 
 

7 Show us now Your lovingkindness, 

Grant us Your salvation, Lord. 
8 I will listen to what God says: 

Peace to those who Him adore. 
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Let them not return to folly 
9 for salvation is quite near; 

In our land may the Lord’s glory 

dwell with those who do God fear. 
 

10 Love and truth have met together, 

Righteousness and peace kiss; then 
11 faithfulness springs forth from earth and 

righteousness looks down from heav’n. 
 

12 For the Lord will give what’s good and 

then our land its fruit will yield; 
13 Righteousness will go before Him, 

Make His steps a path revealed. 
 

 
Second Reading: Romans 10:5-15 
Until mid-September, we’ll be reading most of the book of Romans straight through. In the argument so 

far, Paul has asserted that both Jews and Gentiles are saved by grace, grasped by faith. Earlier he has 

denied that that means that we continue to be slaves to sin; now he asserts that the freedom of grace 

leads to a life of active witness. 
 

5 Moses writes concerning the righteousness that comes from the law, that “the person 

who does these things will live by them.” 6 But the righteousness that comes from faith 

says, “Do not say in your heart, “Who will ascend into heaven?”” (that is, to bring Christ 

down) 7 “or “Who will descend into the abyss?”” (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). 
8 But what does it say? “The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart” (that is, 

the word of faith that we proclaim), 9 because if you confess with your mouth that Jesus 

is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 10 

For one believes with the heart, leading to righteousness, and one confesses with the 

mouth, leading to salvation. 11 The scripture says, “No one who believes in him will be put 

to shame.” 12 For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lord of 

all and is generous to all who call on him. 13 For “everyone who calls on the name of the 

Lord shall be saved.” 14 But how are they to call on one in whom they have not believed? 

And how are they to believe in one of whom they have never heard? And how are they 

to hear without someone to proclaim him? 15 And how are they to proclaim him unless 

they are sent? As it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!” 

                    L: The word of the Lord.  A: Thanks be to God.  



7 
 

*Gospel Acclamation 

 
                     I wait for | you, O Lord,*           in your word | is my hope.  

 

*Gospel Reading: Matthew 14:22-33 
This reading immediately follows last week’s, on the feeding of the multitude. It calls up many 

images, from God’s turning primordial chaos into order in Genesis 1 to the possibility of the 

disciples mistaking the resurrected Jesus as a ghost. 

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 14th chapter. A: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

22 [Jesus] made the disciples get into a boat and go on ahead to the other side [of the 

Sea of Galilee,] while he dismissed the crowds. 23 And after he had dismissed the crowds, 

he went up the mountain by himself to pray. When evening came, he was there alone, 24 

but by this time the boat, battered by the waves, was far from the land, for the wind was 

against them. 25 And early in the morning he came walking toward them on the sea. 26 

But when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were terrified, saying, “It is a 

ghost!” And they cried out in fear. 27 But immediately Jesus spoke to them and said, “Take 

heart, it is I; do not be afraid.” 28 Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to 

come to you on the water.” 29 He said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat, started 

walking on the water, and came toward Jesus. 30 But when he noticed the strong wind, 

he became frightened, and, beginning to sink, he cried out, “Lord, save me!” 31 Jesus 

immediately reached out his hand and caught him, saying to him, “You of little faith, why 

did you doubt?” 32 When they got into the boat, the wind ceased. 33 And those in the boat 

worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.” 

         P: The gospel of the Lord. A: Praise to you, O Christ.  
 

Sermon 
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*HYMN of the Day: “My Life Flows On in Endless Song”   (ELW 763) 

 

 

 

 
 

*Invitation to Baptism 
 

*Apostles’ Creed 

A: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
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he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

. 

*Prayers of Intercession 
 

With bold trust in God’s unfailing provision, we pray for the church, those in need, and all 

of God’s creation. 

A brief silence. 

For the servants of your gospel in every place, that your word may be heard. Where your 

voice is scorned and your people persecuted, strengthen the church in its faithful 

witness. Merciful God, A: receive our prayer. 
 

For this world you have created, that all life may flourish. Preserve biodiversity in all its 

variety and help ecosystems to survive the extremes of a changing climate. Move our 

hearts with compassion to join in this work. Merciful God, A: receive our prayer. 
 

For leaders of towns, states, nations, and organizations, and all who are in positions of 

authority, that they lead with justice and integrity. Teach us to respond with Christlike 

mercy to all who are afraid or in danger. Merciful God, A: receive our prayer. 
 

For all who struggle amid the storms of life, that they find peace and hope in your loving 

presence. Comfort any who are lonely and grieving and all who suffer (especially). 

Merciful God, A: receive our prayer. 
 

For this congregation and its ministries, that they reflect your love and life amid a 

turbulent world. Guide council members, elders, and other church leaders with your still, 

calm voice. Merciful God, A: receive our prayer. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 

We give thanks for the faithful who have gone before us. Guide us in our earthly journey, 

that we may one day join them in your eternal kingdom; and for the riches of faith and 

hope which came before us in your saints Shirley Gilligan, Royal Kline Senior, and Shirley 

Wheeler we give you thanks. Merciful God, A: receive our prayer. 
 

Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have promised. All this we ask in the 

name of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. A: Amen. 
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*Peace 
P: The peace of Christ be with you always.  A: And also with you.  
 

 

Meal 
Offering 
 
 

Musical Offering 
 

*Offertory 

 

 

 

 
  

 
*Offering Prayer 
L: Let us pray: Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take 

heart in you and share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your abundance. 

We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. 

. A: Amen. 
 

 
 
 



11 
 

*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

* DIALOGUE 

 

 
 

*PREFACE  
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; 

who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened 

to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on 

earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

*Sanctus  
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*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

P: Holy God, our Maker, Redeemer, and Healer, in the world of your creation, 

you wove all things together in life and praise. 

When sin had broke what you had made, you sent your Son to heal our wounds 

and gather us again into one. 

In the night in which he was handed over, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

We proclaim the mystery of our faith: 
A: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.  

Remembering, therefore, his acts of healing, 

his body given up, and his victory over death, 

we await that day when all the peoples of the earth 

will come to the river to enjoy the tree of life. 
A: Amen! Come, Lord Jesus. 

Send your Spirit upon us and this meal: 

as grains scattered on the hillside become one bread, 

so let your Church be gathered from the ends of the earth, 

that all may be fed with the Bread of life, your Son. 
A: Amen! Come, Holy Spirit! 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, 

Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 

in your holy Church, both now and forever.    A: Amen 
 

*Lord’s Prayer 
P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven. 

Our Father in heaven,  
hallowed be your name,  
your kingdom come, 
your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven. 
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Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those  

who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom,  
and the power, and the glory,  
forever and ever. Amen. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins,  
as we forgive those  

who sin against us. 
Lead us not into time of trial,  
but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power,  
and the glory are yours 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P: Heaven has come near.  Come, share in the feast! 

 
*Lamb of God  

 

 
 

 
Communion  
P: The body of Christ, given for you. L: The blood of Christ, shed for you.  A: Amen.   
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Communion Hymn: “When Peace Like a River” (ELW 785) 

 
 
*Post-Communion Blessing  
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you, body, 

mind, and soul, now, and unto eternal life. A: Amen. 
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*Post-Communion Canticle – Nunc Dimittis (Now, Lord) 

 

 
 

*Post-Communion Prayer 
L: Let us pray. Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are 

filled with the abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, 

may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. We ask this in the name of Jesus, 

through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever.  A: Amen. 
 

Sending 
*Sending of communion 
P: Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the angel 

to feed Elijah with heavenly bread, assist those who set forth to share your word and 

sacrament with those who are sick, homebound, and imprisoned. In your love and care, 

nourish and strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the 

comfort of your abiding presence through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, 

our Lord.    A: Amen. 
 

 

Announcements 
You may be seated.  

*Charge to the People 
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*Blessing 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. The 

Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. In the name of the Father, and the Son, ☩ 

and the Holy Spirit.  A: Amen. 
 

*Sending hymn: “What a Fellowship, What a Joy Divine” (ELW 774) 
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*Dismissal  
L: Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news! 
A: Thanks be to God. 
 
 

Postlude 
 

Reflections for After Worship 
Overview 

Silencing the Wind 

In a world filled with noise and empty words, God comes to us as stillness and silence, 

even to the point that wind ceases (Matt. 14:32). Jesus walks over stormy waters to his 

disciples, entering their boat and being present with them despite their fears and 

doubts. Today’s readings encourage us to keep our words spare and meaningful, to lay 

aside our little faith with its wordy worries, and to listen for God, who comes to us as 

quieting comfort. 

The wind blows us powerfully, frighteningly, making even familiar places seem strange, 

stirring up the water to obscure our vision and make our journey fearful and slow. Today 

Jesus comes to us in our drowning panic, quickly responding to our “Lord, save me!” (v. 

30). The “little faith” (v. 31) of Peter (and our little faith) is not only a chiding to “do better” 

in our faith lives and respond to Jesus’ call with discipline. It holds room for forgiveness. 

Even when we risk and screw up anyway, God’s hand is there to reach out and catch us. 

To command even the wind to be still is a powerful thing. If a very strong wind suddenly 

stopped near one of us, we would probably panic, wondering who did it, whether it was 

the calm eye of a storm, or whether a still bigger tornado is coming. But Jesus walked 

out upon the water and helped Peter in his fear to return to the boat’s safety and 

security. Jesus gives powerful reassurance and the gift of presence. God is not distant 

from our fears, but close to keep us safe. 

Comments from the Cloud of Witnesses 
O Jesus, gentle love, you who are the true and complete peace in every discord, bring 

peace and concord to every conflict. Let my enemies come, who in the world are so 

numerous; but if I feel myself to be with you, I overthrow them all, and the world itself I 

overthrow. I am like a fish that rests in the sea; when the waves sweep over it and the 

great tempests assail it, the fish enjoys swimming, because it cannot be captured, and it 
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leaps more nimbly. Thus do I in this world that is a troubled sea: the great currents arise, 

and I sail below them, and I take shelter in your bosom, and let them pass by. Feeling 

myself with you I have no fear of the currents. But if I do not possess you, I am like the 

whale that when the tide goes out sits on the sand and is condemned to death, because 

without the tide it no longer has the chance to escape. 

—Umilta of Faenza 

[tr. Richard J. Piolo, Medieval Women’s Visionary Literature, ed. Elizabeth A. Petroff (NY: Oxford, 1986), 251.] 

 

Upcoming Commemorations 
August 9: Royal Kline Senior, † 2002 
 

August 10: Lawrence, deacon, martyr, † 258 
As one of the seven deacons of the church at Rome, Lawrence was responsible 

for the church’s financial matters and for the care of the poor. Asked by the 

emperor to gather the church’s treasure, he presented a collection of orphans, 

lepers, and the like. The enraged emperor had him put to death. 
 

August 11: Clare, Abbess of San Damiano, † 1253 
A contemporary of Francis of Assisi, Clare and a growing number of companions 

established a women’s Franciscan community, called the Order of Poor Ladies, or 

Poor Clares. She inspired other women to pursue spiritual goals. 
 

August 12: Shirley Wheeler, † 2016 
 

August 13: Florence Nightingale, † 1910; Clara Maass, † 1901; 
renewers of society 
Nightingale was born in England, and horrified her wealthy family by deciding to 

become a nurse. She led a group of nurses in ministering in the midst of the 

Crimean War, and worked for hospital reform. Maass, a native of New Jersey, was 

also a war nurse, and died of yellow fever after volunteering as a subject for 

research on the disease. 
 

August 14: Maximilian Kolbe, † 1941; Kaj Munk, † 1944; martyrs 
Father Kolbe was a Franciscan priest arrested by the Nazis and confined in 

Auschwitz, where he gave generously of his meager resources and finally 
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volunteered to be starved to death in place of another man. A Danish Lutheran 

pastor and playwright, Munk strongly denounced the Nazis who occupied 

Denmark in the Second World War. His sermons and articles helped to show the 

anti-Christian nature of the movement. 
 

August 15: Mary, Mother of Our Lord 
The church (including Martin Luther) honored Mary with the title theotokos, 

meaning “God-bearer,” for her role in giving birth to the Son of God. Her song, 

the Magnificat, speaks eloquently of God’s lifting the lowly and feeding the 

hungry. 
 

From: Faithful Property Stewardship (ELCA Church 
Property Resource Hub) - Session 2 

Christ taught us that generosity is central to discipleship. We are called to give, to 

offer, to apply all our assets and talents to God’s work in this world. Christ invites 

us to experience his love through our offering of who we are and what we have, 

just as he did. Our congregation’s land and buildings are blessings bestowed on 

us by God and by generations past. At this moment in our lives, in the life of our 

congregation and in the life of the wider church, we are asked to think about 

what that generosity looks like.  

Prayer: Generous and faithful Creator, you invite us into your dreams, your plans 

and your work. Teach us how to change this world to reflect your justice and 

mercy, and equip us with everything we need to co-create your kingdom on 

earth. Help us to take up this call with vigor, excited for the new thing we are 

doing together. We give thanks for all the people who have called this land home, 

who have stewarded it to honor our shared Creator. May we be good and faithful 

stewards as well. May our thoughts and words be honest, insightful and faithful. 

We give thanks for each other as siblings in Christ and pledge to strengthen each 

other in all we say and do. Amen 
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Serving Today 
Worship Leader………………………………………………………………………………………………………Pastor Paul Tomkiel 

Assisting Minister………………………………………………………………………………………………………Morgen Hummel 

Musicians…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………Michelle McMullen 

Sacristan………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. Karen Magnuson 

Reader………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… Nate Clinert 

 

About St. Paul 
Purpose 

We are a beacon, boldly sharing the light of Jesus’ grace and love. 
 

Mission 
Guided by Jesus, we strengthen faith, deepen compassion, extend generosity,  

and serve community. 
 

Core Values 

Faith  Compassion  Generosity  Community 

Our Bible Verses 
As Paul was going along and approaching Damascus, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. 

[Jesus said,] ‘Paul is an instrument whom I have chosen to bring my name before the nations.’– Acts 9:3,15 
 

Land Acknowledgement  
St. Paul is located on the original and ancestral homelands of the Conestoga-Susquehannock people, where 

we gather. We also acknowledge the Seneca, Cayuga, Lenne Lenape, as well as all of our Indigenous siblings 

who have and continue to care for this place – this land – and call it their home. 

Find out more about the Conestoga-Susquehannock at www.conestogasusquehannocktribe.com  
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