
   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

THE GIFTS OF DISCIPLESHIP SERMON SERIES 
THEME: TO STRIVE FOR JUSTICE AND PEACE  

IN ALL THE EARTH 
August 9, 2026 

 
MEMORIAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

34 E. Orange Street 
Shippensburg, PA 17257-1993 

Web Site: memluth.org 
E-mail: office@memluth.org 

717-532-4614 

 
Welcoming all  

Reaching out in love 
Growing together in Christ 

Worshiping and serving in Jesus’ name 

 
Reverend Godfred Effisah 

717-532-4614 (church office) or 571-572-0119 (cell) 
pastor@memluth.org 

Office Hours: Monday, Wed., & Thursday: 9:00 am to 3:00 pm 

 
Children are an active part of Memorial’s community of faith! We welcome you to 
worship each week! Children’s bulletins and Quiet Bags (lots of exciting things 
to do!) are available at the doors coming from the parking lot. Please take one  
of each as they may help your children bring smiles into our time of worship!   

 

 

https://memluth.breezechms.com/people/view/46108831#
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Welcome to Memorial Lutheran Church. As you prepare for 
Worship, please silence your cell phone.  

 
INTRODUCTION: Strive for justice and peace in all the earth: 
Though innocent, Jesus was sentenced to a violent death. Where was 
justice in that? On our behalf, Jesus encountered injustice, violence, 
and death itself in order to bring a new order, one in which the lion and 
lamb might lie down together. Until that time comes, we continue to 
strive for justice and peace in all the earth. We do this because it is 
what a disciple or follower of Jesus is to do. We work for peace and 
justice, knowing it is not easy work. Through our striving for justice and 
peace, we can lift up the lowly and restore the brokenhearted. 
 

 
GATHERING 

 
WELCOME 

 
PRELUDE 

 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Please kneel or stand as you are able. 
 
All make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as 
the presiding minister begins. 
 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, whose compassion endures 
forever. Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin to God. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Compassionate God, we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is 
heavy, and we cannot free ourselves. In your mercy, call us back 
to you. Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. Restore us to 
dwell in your peace. In Christ’s name we pray, 
Amen. 
 
Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying 
heavy burdens, and I will give you rest.” In the name of God, Father, + 
Son, and Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven. Rest in God’s love. 
Amen. 

 
Please remain standing or stand as you are able. 
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GATHERING HYMN  “O Christ, Your Heart, Compassionate”  
                                                                                                  ELW 722  
 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

KYRIE                                                                         

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray together.   
Gracious God, we thank you for the promise of a world of justice 
and peace. Your love for your beloved humanity is breathtaking. 
To send your son Jesus Christ to live among us and die for us is 
humbling. Allow us to partner with you to bring justice and peace 
in all the earth. Show us the way. In the name of Christ, we pray. 
Amen.  
 

Please be seated. 
 

WORD 
 

FIRST READING                                                                 Micah 6:6-8 
 6 “With what shall I come before the Lord and bow myself before God 
on high? Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, with calves a 
year old? 7 Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams, with ten 
thousands of rivers of oil? Shall I give my firstborn for my 
transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?” 8 He has told 
you, O mortal, what is good, and what does the Lord require of you 
but to do justice and to love kindness and to walk humbly with your 
God?  
 

Word of God. Word of Life.  
Thanks be to God. 
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Please stand as you are able. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke the 24th chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
GOSPEL                                                                  Luke 24:36-49 
36 While they were talking about this, Jesus himself stood among them 
and said to them, “Peace be with you.” 37 They were startled and 
terrified and thought that they were seeing a ghost. 38 He said to them, 
“Why are you frightened, and why do doubts arise in your hearts? 39 
Look at my hands and my feet; see that it is I myself. Touch me and 
see, for a ghost does not have flesh and bones as you see that I 
have.” 

40
 And when he had said this, he showed them his hands and 

his feet. 41 Yet for all their joy they were still disbelieving and 
wondering, and he said to them, “Have you anything here to eat?” 42 
They gave him a piece of broiled fish, 43 and he took it and ate in their 
presence. 44 Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to 
you while I was still with you—that everything written about me in the 
law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled.” 45 Then 
he opened their minds to understand the scriptures, 46 and he said to 
them, “Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from 
the dead on the third day 47 and that repentance and forgiveness of 
sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from 
Jerusalem. 

48
 You are witnesses of these things. 

49
 And see, I am 

sending upon you what my Father promised, so stay here in the city 
until you have been clothed with power from on high.”  
 
The gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Please be seated. 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE     
 
SERMON   
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Please stand as you are able. 
 
HYMN  “This Little Light of Mine”                     ELW 677  (8:00 am only) 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY  “Let Streams of Living Justice”              ELW 710  
 
APOSTLES’ CREED    
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary,  
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended into hell.  
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven,  
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
 the holy catholic church,  
 the communion of saints,  
 the forgiveness of sins,  
 the resurrection of the body,  
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION     
With bold trust in God’s unfailing provision, we pray for the church, 
those in need, and all of God’s creation. 
 

A brief silence.  
 

Eternal Father, you invite each of us to share in the life and ministry of 
your Son, Jesus Christ. Send your Holy Spirit to transform our faith 
family into a community of disciples. In this year of discipleship, teach 
us how to listen to Jesus, to love Jesus deeply, and to share Jesus 
with everyone we meet. Through the Holy Spirit, guide us to deepen 
our commitment as disciples of Jesus. Lead us, we pray, to grow as an  
intentional community, committed to our call to discipleship. Merciful 
God, receive our prayer. 
 
God our healer, we pray for everyone facing cancer and for the loved 
ones walking beside them. Comfort them in their fear, give them 
strength for each day, and peace in their battle. Through the work of 
cancer researchers, we pray for miracles, radical healing, and renewed 
hope. Be with doctors and caregivers as they care, provide treatments, 
and surround every cancer patient with love. Merciful God, receive our 
prayer. 
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We pray for the servants of your gospel in every place, that your word 
may be heard. Where your voice is scorned and your people persecut-
ed, strengthen the church in its faithful witness. Merciful God, receive 
our prayer. 
 
For all who struggle amid the storms of life, that they find peace and 
hope in your loving presence. Comfort any who are lonely and grieving 
and all who suffer (especially). Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 
Here other intercessions may be offered.  
 
We give thanks for the faithful who have gone before us. Guide us in 
our earthly journey, that we may one day join them in your eternal king-
dom. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 
Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have promised. All 
this we ask in the name of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 
SHARING OF THE PEACE                    Please greet those around you 
 

The peace of Christ be with you always.  
And also with you. 
 
 
Please be seated. 
 
 
OFFERTORY  “Let Justice Flow Like Streams”                 Senior Choir 
                                                                                                  ELW 717 
 
The Ushers will collect the offering. 
 
 
Please stand as you are able. 
 
 
OFFERTORY RESPONSE   
     “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”                      ELW 884 
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
praise him, all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heav’nly host; 
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
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MEAL 
 
 
OFFERTORY PRAYER 
Let us pray together. 
Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us 
take heart in you and share freely of your love, so that all creation 
can taste your abundance. We ask this in the name of Jesus, 
through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you.   
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.   
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
 
PREFACE FOR SUNDAYS AFTER PENTECOST  
It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all  
places offer thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through 
Christ our Lord; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by 
his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And 
so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your 
name and join their unending hymn:  
 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY                                                      Read Together 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth 
are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who 
comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 
 
 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God; you are most holy, 
and great is the majesty of your glory. You so loved the world that you 
gave your only Son, that whoever believes in him may not perish but 
have eternal life. Having come into the world, he fulfilled for us your 
holy will and accomplished our salvation. 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and 
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and 
eat; this is my body, given for you.  
Do this for the remembrance of me.  
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you 
and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, his life-giving Passion 
and death, his glorious resurrection and ascension, and his promise to 
come again, we give thanks to you, Lord God Almighty, not as we 
ought, but as we are able; and we implore you mercifully to accept our 
praise and thanksgiving, and, with your Word and Holy Spirit, to bless  
us, your servants, and these your own gifts of bread and wine; that we 
and all who share in the body and blood of your Son may be filled with  
heavenly peace and joy, and, receiving the forgiveness of sin, may be 
sanctified in soul and body, and have our portion with all your saints. 
 
All glory and honor is yours, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, in 
your holy Church, now and forever. Amen. 
 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER     
Lord remember us in your Kingdom, and teach us to pray.  
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
        hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread;  
        and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
        and lead us not into temptation,  
        but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom,  
        and the power, and the glory, 
        forever and ever. Amen. 
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LAMB OF GOD                                                                        page 191 

 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast! 
 
 
Please be seated. 
 
 
COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION 
All are welcome at the Lord’s table. Please come forward by the center 
aisle at the usher’s direction. If you choose to have wine for commun-
ion, take an empty cup from the usher. If you prefer grape juice,                     
receive a pre-filled cup at the altar. If you or a child has never received 
the sacrament, fold hands to receive a blessing instead. After receiving  
communion or a blessing, you may choose to remain at the altar for 
extra time in prayer. When you return to your pew do so by the side 
aisles. Please deposit the empty cup in the basket. 
 
 
COMMUNION HYMN  “I Come with Joy”                           Senior Choir 
                                                                                                  ELW 482 
 
 
Please stand as you are able. 
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POST-COMMUNION BLESSING   
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep 
you in his grace.  
Amen. 
 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION   
Let us pray together. 
Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our 
hearts are filled with the abundance of your love. Strengthen us 
that we, through this holy meal, may share your love freely, as 
you have shared with us. We ask this in the name of Jesus, 
through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

 
SENDING 

 
 
BLESSING 
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on 
you and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and + 
give you peace.  
Amen. 
 
 
SENDING HYMN  “Christ, Be Our Light”                                  ELW 715  
                                                                                         
 
DISMISSAL 
Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news! 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
POSTLUDE   
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From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All 
rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Litur-
gies Annual License #SAS004243. New Revised Standard Version Updat-
ed Edition. Copyright © 2021 National Council of Churches of Christ in the 
United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved world-
wide. Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on 
Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. 
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Pastor 
Pastor Godfred Effisah  

 

Organist & Pianist 
Nancy Fogelsanger 

  

Senior Choir / Bell Choir   
Director 

Kathy Kerr 
 

Parish Coordinator 
Amy Piper 

 

Preschool Director/Head Teacher 
Emily Crider 

 

Mary Kay Dagenhart  

Doug & Pat Maun 

Jeanne Naugle 

Dorothy Railing 

Trina Ruth 

Wayne Widney 

All Caregivers 

Check out our church website using this QR Code! 


