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Matthew 14: 12-21

BIG Idea!
FEEDING THE 5000+

Within the Gospel of Matthew there are two accounts of Jesus feeding great
multitudes of people, with only a few loaves of bread and some salted fish. Chapter 14
records the first of these miracles, taking place immediately after Jesus learns of John
the Baptist’s execution. Despite His grief, Jesus had compassion on the large crowd
who had tracked Him down in the wilderness. As well as healing their sick, Jesus
instructed the Disciples to share what meager rations of food they had. Miraculously,
5000 men, plus the women and children who were present, were fed that day. In fact,
12 baskets of food were leftover. A significant number, confirming in the minds of
many that Jesus really was the “new Moses” . For just as Moses called down manna
from Heaven in the wilderness, here Jesus had demonstrated that He could provide for
all 12 tribes of Israel (Exo 16:14-18).

DIGGING Deeper!

» Context:
It is significant that the feeding of the 5000+ appears in all 4 Gospels. Everything from
the terrible event preceding the miracle, the desolate location and the ordinary nature
of the food which was multiplied (barley loaves and salted fish being a staple part of
the Galilean diet)serves to ground the story in its time and place.
From the Jewish perspective, both the setting and time of day were deeply significant.
As the messiah-apparent, Jesus was expected to behave like the heroes of Israel’s
history. While Jesus frequently subverted these expectations, miraculously feeding
5000+ Jews in the wilderness clearly placed Jesus in the same leader/saviour role
which Moses occupied in Exodus. The fact that evening was approaching, which
signalled the beginning of a new day within Jewish culture, served to underscore this
comparlson In the Exodus story, God provided Quail in the evening and manna in the
g (Exo 16:11-18). In this story, Jesus provided both bread and meat on the eve
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PRAYER POINT ACTION POINT

What can you pray for this || What is our area of need?

week, for yourself, your How often do we ask God
family and friends? to meet them?




. Matthew 14: 22 - 33

g
A5 BIG Idea!
JESUS AND PETER WALKING ON WATER.

Directly after the miraculous feeding of the thousands—where the disciples
distributed bread provided by Jesus — they find themselves struggling with fear
during a violent storm. As Jesus approaches them walking on the water, He
demonstrates absolute mastery and authority over the chaotic waves. The repetition
of these interconnected events across the Gospels underscores the immense weight
they held for the early Church.
This narrative captures the paradox of the disciples' journey: they participate in
miraculous acts through the Messiah's power, yet are easily overtaken by doubt and
fear. This tension is highlighted by Peter. Responding courageously to Jesus’
invitation, Peter steps onto the sea, only for his faith to falter. The moment he
focuses on the wind, he begins to sink, and cries out in desperate need for rescue.
For believers today, Peter’s experience offers profound hope. As we engage in the
miraculous callings of God, we will inevitably encounter moments where we
succumb to fear and doubt. When we do, this story provides the assurance of Jesus’
immediate presence; His hand always extended to catch us the moment we cry out.
When living in the turmoil of life, we can be assured that we are seen by God. He
does not always remove us from the storm; instead, He meets us within it, inviting us
Ito have faith in Him. The all-powerful Creator is present within us through the Holy
Spirit, empowering us to bring light to a broken world. Ultimately, our response must
mirror that of the disciples: one of worship, acknowledging Jesus as the Messiah

, the Son of God, and the Saviour who holds us as His beloved children.

DIGGING Deeper!

Context:

In Matthew’s gospel there is an immediacy that sounds more like Mark in that

Jesus to rushes to get the disciples in a boat to head for the other shore. In Johns

gospel there is no such urgency however there is a hint that the people were
make Jesus the iah King that would start the revolution agai

PRAYER POINT ACTION POINT

Do one act of kindness
this week as you are
prompted by the Holy
Spirit.

Pray that God would give
us courage as we obey
his call to serve other.




Matthew 15: 10-28

BIG Idea!
ULTIMATE WORTH

At the beginning of the chapter, we find Jesus criticising Israel’s religious leaders for
their hypocritical stance on purity (Matt 15:1-20). Yet, in the very next story, Jesus
seems to contradict His own values. When approached by a non-Jewish woman,
begging Jesus to heal her demon-possessed daughter, Jesus appears to ignore her.
It’s not until the Disciples are suitably irritated that Jesus addresses the woman, only
to dismiss her request with a derogatory ethnic term (Matt 15:26). It was as if Jesus
had suddenly decided that His miracles were the exclusive purview of ethnic Jews. A
wider reading of Matthew’s Gospel, however, reveals numerous occasions where
Jesus interacts with and heals multitudes of non-Jewish persons (Matt 4:24-25;
8:5-13). The famous singular example is undoubtedly the Centurion's servant, healed
by Jesus despite being a considerable distance away from Him. The fact that a non-
Jewish woman should request the same miracle a few chapters later, but be rebuffed
in such an uncharacteristic manner, suggests that Jesus was deliberate in His
apparent contradiction. Christ’s ruse was intended to draw out the profound
statement of faith, made with determined humility, that we see in verse 28. Jesus
casts Himself in the role of the hypocritical religious leaders, contrasting their values
with the values of His redemptive ministry which were so powerfully affirmed by an
incredible women, whom Christ’s own countrymen would have dismissed as
‘impure’.

DIGGING Deeper!

Context:

In Mark chapter 7 we are provided with a second, complementary account of Jesus’
dealings with the Canaanite woman (Mark 7:24-30). Mark’s source places Jesus
within a home on the outskirts of the city of Tyre. Jesus' intention, it seems, was to
rest. However, word gets out and soon a local woman appears at the door beggmg

PRAYER POINT ACTION POINT

What can you pray for this What are the equivalents to
week, for yourself, your the racial tensions we see in
family and friends? Jesus day? How can we
address them?
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