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Dear Beloved of God, 
It’s a milestone month for me and my family. This August 7  2026 marks my
10  Ordination Anniversary - which both feels like just a year ago and yet also
a lifetime. I give thanks to God for the privilege of being called into ministry
with you all at Church of the Cross in Calgary for two of those years, and the
people of Holy Spirit Lutheran in Edmonton for eight.
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I could never have made it to such a milestone in ministry if it were not for the
constant love, support, care, (and snacks) my wife has upheld my calling with.
Her presence in my life is God’s grace and love in action in my life. I also have
added the best cheer leader to my ministry in the last 5 years in Georgia.
While she has yet to tell me my sermon is too long - I’m sure that day will
come!

Serving as your Pastor has been one of the greatest joys of my life. It is such a
gift to be able to walk alongside your families in times of joy and sorrow, in
sickness and in health. At Seniors' lunches, Youth events, Worship services,
Rallies, Confirmation Classes, Bible Studies, Game nights, Pride parades,
Concerts and  Educational events - I am honours to continue to learn and grow
with you as a community of faith. 

God is calling us to share their grace, love, and hope with a world in need and
I cant wait to see what’s in store as we celebrate 65 years together as a
congregation! 
                                                   Peace,
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COUNCIL UPDATE

At the year’s halfway mark, church council held a mini-retreat to prayerfully assess both progress on
the 2026 roadmap and the financial stewardship entrusted to Lutheran Church of the Cross.
After attending to regular council business Friday evening (see the bulletin board outside the
sanctuary for board minutes), Saturday was spent reflecting on the many ways the members of
Lutheran Church of the Cross live out our faith with one another and in loving service to the
community around us.

Excellent progress has been made on the priorities articulated in the 2026 Roadmap, and council
remains committed to seeing the roadmap fully realized as part of our shared ministry and witness.
The introduction of committees over the past year has been highly effective for managing the many
needs and priorities of our church while also calling upon the varied gifts God has given our members
for the sake of the whole body. 

This is especially evident with the Property Administration Committee, which is pressing forward with
a considered approach to replacing the sanctuary furnace before winter (donations are still being
sought for this project!), and the rental sub-committee, which has prayerfully updated our approach to
sharing our facility in a way that supports the community around us while recognizing the value of the
space in support of our mission as a church. 

Despite these strengths, Lutheran Church of the Cross continues to face the challenge of meeting the
cost of pursuing our mission. While we trust that the new approach to renting the space within our
church at fair rental rates will, in time, help us close that gap, the fact remains this approach will take
time to mature, leaving Church of the Cross in a difficult financial situation for the foreseeable future.
Even so, we continue this work with humility, gratitude, and confidence in God’s sustaining grace.

Council reviewed a series of options that may help us navigate this challenge, and in the coming
weeks work will continue to assess the feasibility of some preferred options. Our intent is to present a
recommendation to the congregation in the fall, inviting the congregation into continued prayer,
discernment, and faithful stewardship together.

As we look forward to the fall, we eagerly watch as the new community outreach and communications
committees begin to take shape. Please know that if you would like to contribute your time and talents
to any of these committees, you are welcome! 

In Christ, Nadine N. 
Secretary of ELCOC Church Council 



There are many ways to give your offering at Church of the Cross:
Safely donate online with your credit card using our church website:
www.churchofthecross.ca 
You can e-transfer through your online banking to churchofthecross@shaw.ca at any
time. 
Set up monthly recurring donations with a cheque or bank account through Pre-
Athorized Remittance (PAR).
Give by offering ovenlops in service, mailing in cheques, or by dropping your offering
off in person: Monday - Thursday 9am-3pm 
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FINANCIAL UPDATE

Thank you for your continued support of our congregation through your donations! 
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Monday August 24 
1pm-3pm



AFFIRMING MINISTRY
8th Annual Citywide Pride Interfaith Service
The service will be both online and in person on Sunday, August
30, at 7pm MT, hosted at McDougall United Church in Calgary
and livestreamed on YouTube.

This event celebrates the beautiful intersection of faith and
2SLGBTQIA+ identity, affirming that you can be ALL parts of
yourself. It is proudly presented by Affirming Connections and
Calgary’s Affirming Network of Faith Communities.

Our 2026 theme is "Water + Light," gesturing to the ingredients for a rainbow. This reflects not only the
symbolic importance of the rainbow to Pride, but the significance of water and light as fundamental
ingredients for life itself - a reminder of our responsibility to nourish, support and protect one another in
challenging times. All are welcome to attend!

White As Snow - Calgary Premiere 
A Queer ex-preacher traces the arc from altar to aftermath.

Saturday, August 29, 2026 - 7:00 PM (doors at 6:30 PM)
cSPACE Studio Marda Loop, 1721 29 Ave SW, Calgary
Pay-what-you-want — $10 / $20 / $30

Affirming Connections and Black Pride YYC are proud to
present the Calgary premiere of Rose-Ingrid Benjamin's
autobiographical solo show.

After a successful run in New York City this spring, Rose-
Ingrid Benjamin brings their powerful solo performance to
the prairies for one night only.

A Queer ex-preacher traces the arc from altar to aftermath in this lyrical blend of spoken word,
humour, song, and story. Told from the perspective of a Haitian, Queer, eldest immigrant daughter,
former worship leader and missionary, White As Snow is a tender reckoning with faith, family,
identity, and the ways we come home to ourselves.

Edmonton-born, Ottawa-raised multi-hyphenate Rose-Ingrid Benjamin's first play blends spoken
word, storytelling and song to weave a "deeply personal solo piece" that seeks to explore and
challenge what it means to believe, belong and walk away.

The performance is in English, with French and Kreyòl featured in memories and songs.
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https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/white-as-snow-a-black-queer-exvangelicals-poetic-memoir-tickets-1995403875707
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A new prayer resource from The Lutheran World Federation (LWF) is sharing the voices,
experiences and theological reflections of women from across the global Lutheran communion –
with significant contributions from members of the ELCIC.

Released in late-May, Together We Pray brings together prayers written by lay and ordained
women, theologians, leaders, students and activists from LWF member churches around the world.
Structured around the words of the Lord’s Prayer and inspired by the work of 16th-century
Reformation theologian Katharina Schütz Zell, the resource highlights the many ways women
continue to shape the life and witness of the church through prayer.

The project also carries a special connection to the ELCIC through the legacy of the former
Evangelical Lutheran Women (ELW) organization. Following the dissolution of ELW, remaining
funds were used to establish the ELCIC Women of Faith Fund, which provided annual grants
supporting leadership, learning and the participation of women in the life of the church. As the
Women of Faith Fund reached its final year, remaining funds were gifted to the LWF and allocated
toward Gender Justice and Women’s Empowerment initiatives – including nearly $16,000 to support
the creation of Together We Pray. While the Women of Faith Fund has now concluded, its impact
continues through projects such as Together We Pray, extending the legacy of women’s ministry in
the ELCIC throughout the global Lutheran communion.

ELCIC contributors to the women’s prayer book resource include Deacon Gretchen Peterson,
Deacon Dr. Faith Nostbakken, Rev. Aneeta Devi Saroop, Rev. Katherine Gohm, Rev. Dr. Kayko
Driedger Hesslein, Rev. Dr. Kristine Lund, Rev. Dr. Mary Philip and former ELCIC National Bishop
Susan Johnson.

Johnson, who served as ELCIC National Bishop from 2007 to 2025, says the collection offers an
opportunity for the wider church to experience prayer through new perspectives. “This is a fabulous
new resource,” she said. “It is prayers written by women, but can be appreciated and used by all of
God’s people.” “It gives us new and fresh voices and ways to intercede with God.”

Peterson, Assistant to the National Bishop for Youth and Leadership, said the project began several
years ago when the LWF invited women throughout its member churches to share their voices.
“A few years ago, an invitation was issued from the LWF to female clergy across the member
churches, including the ELCIC, to write prayers,” she said. “The LWF wanted to create a resource
solely written by the women of the church.” “The prayers are centred around the petitions of the
Lord’s Prayer and other themes,” she continued. “It is a digital resource that is free to use across the
church, and quite a few female pastors, deacons and bishops from the ELCIC contributed.”
 richness women offer.”
                                                            - continued on next page - 
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https://elcic.ca/wp-content/uploads/2026/06/EN_Together-We-Pray.pdf
https://elcic.ca/elcic-women-of-faith-fund/


In her foreword to the collection, LWF General Secretary Rev. Dr. Anne Burghardt describes the
women’s prayer book as being “born from the faith, courage and theological wisdom of women
across The Lutheran World Federation.”

“When women’s voices are silenced or marginalized, the whole body of Christ suffers loss,” wrote
Burghardt. “When women’s theological insights, spiritual practices and experiences are honoured,
the whole communion is enriched.”

The book is organized around the petitions of the Lord’s Prayer, with each section featuring
theological reflection alongside prayers from different cultures and contexts. It is designed for
personal reflection, worship settings and common prayer.

Available to download for free in English, Spanish, German and French, Together We Pray invites
Lutherans around the world to experience the diversity of the communion through shared prayer.
“By weaving together Lutheran feminist theology, spirituality, and witness,” the introduction reads,
“Together We Pray invites the global communion to encounter the theological depth and spiritual
richness women offer.”
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https://lutheranworld.org/resources/liturgical-materials-together-we-pray-womens-prayer-book


Many people, especially youth, continue to embark on dangerous journeys in search of safety,
livelihoods and better opportunities. Lured by fake job offers, online scams and illegal smuggling
networks, many find themselves exposed to exploitation, trafficking, detention, deportation or forced
return. To highlight the exploitation of trafficked persons through online scams and encourage
stronger global action The Lutheran World Federation (LWF) and the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America (ELCA) jointly hosted a webinar to mark the United Nations’ annual World Day Against
Trafficking in Persons, observed this year under the theme ‘Trapped Behind the Scam’. The event
attended by 72 participants from 15 countries, highlighted how churches are responding through
awareness raising, accompaniment, theological education, advocacy and cooperation with
governments and civil society. Discussions also reaffirmed the 2023 LWF Assembly Resolution
Serving People on the Move.

According to the 2026 World Migration Report of the International Organization for Migration (IOM),
there were an estimated 304 million international migrants worldwide by mid-2024, representing about
3.7 percent of the global population. IOM warns that restricting safe and regular migration pathways
does not stop migration but can push people into more irregular and dangerous routes, increasing
risks for migrants and costs for states.

The webinar created space for churches and partners to share lessons learned and faith-based
responses to trafficking and unsafe migration. A key focus was the LWF Symbols of Hope (SoH)
initiative, and ELCA’s AMMPARO program. SoH supports churches to accompany people on the
move, raise awareness about the risks of irregular migration and trafficking, and promote practical
responses rooted in human dignity, protection and hope.

Since 2017, the Lutheran Church of Christ in Nigeria (LCCN) has helped potential migrants make
informed decisions through awareness campaigns, media outreach, theological education,
counselling, psychosocial support and livelihood assistance. In Zimbabwe, many migrants returning
from South Africa face trauma, exploitation and difficult reintegration. Following recent anti-immigrant
protests, Lutheran Development Services has registered nearly 2,000 returnees and more than 3,500
children in Chiredzi district. In Romania, the Evangelical Church of the Augsburg Confession in
Romania (ECACR) has worked with schools, churches, government agencies and civil society over
the past six years. These awareness campaigns have reached more than 10,000 school children in 15
cities, while 2,000 teachers and 700 social workers have been trained to identify signs of child abuse
and trafficking.

Rev. Dr Elieshi Ayo Mungure from the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Tanzania described the
programs as “a ministry rooted in listening to trafficked persons, their families, and local communities.”
Mungure called for church leaders to be equipped in recognizing human trafficking as an issue of
justice, human dignity and protection. “Ending human trafficking requires transformed hearts,
coordinated action, and a shared commitment to uphold the dignity of every person.”
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Creating hope, protecting lives, promoting safe migration
LWF and ELCA webinar highlights church responses to human
trafficking, scams, & unsafe migration.



Government changes to AISH/ADAP funding:
Despite many rallies, letters from the disability community and their advocates, this process is going
ahead. The provincial government has stated this is what the disability community asked for. It is not,
and they were not consulted. Instead, two multinational corporations were awarded $98 million in
contracts to implement this transition. ELCOC Member Jean D. has participated in a sub-group of the
Calgary Alliance who have lobbied to stop this as well as attending many marches and protests through
different organizations like the Association of Community Organizations (ACORN). Beyond this Jean has
also shared her voice on this matter as a member of a performing group The Raging Grannies, and who
have sung their AISH/ADAP protest song at rallies.

In the wake of this all, the Calgary Disability community is mourning the death of Bruce Johnson, who
died by suicide after being informed he was getting moved from AISH to ADAP. This highlights the
troubling nature of these changes to an already vunerable population of our Provicnce. Jean shares, “I
find this entire process quite disheartening with politicians not listening to the needs of the disability
community. We will continue to fight, rally and support in whatever way possible for people who are
affected by these changes.” If you or anyone you know (e.g. family members or friends) are being
transitioned from AISH to ADAP, Jean has a list of things you need to do in case you want to appeal.
Connect with Jean or Pastor Lindsey if you would like to receive this list. 
 

The Referendum Campaign:
The Alliance’s current campaign is on the Alberta Referendum in October: Vote No to all 9 Referendum
questions and Yes to Canada. The Calgary Alliance has taken on this campaign as many of its members
are immigrants or have come to Canada with refugee status.  As the ELCOC representative to the
Common good Jean is not suggesting ELCOC have to follow this advice but encourages everyone to
vote and let their voices be heard. 

Referendum questions 1-5 attack the very people whom ELCOC has supported for years through
programs like SWARM. Voting Yes to these questions would mean: immigrants and refugees would not
be able to access health care without paying for it until they have permanent resident status; their
children would not be allowed to go to school or access health care until their parents receive permanent
resident status; jobs may be given to less qualified workers just because they are citizens and we all
know how difficult it is for refugees and immigrants to find good jobs. This lessens immigrants’ chances
for a fair hiring process. Voting also becomes a problem as there will be no vouching for your neighbor if
the neighbor does not have valid ID. We all know that it is usually marginalized people who lack valid ID.
 
The Common Good are asking us to faithfully consider the ways we can continue to support the refugee
and immigrant community. It is notable that, in today’s world, Pope Leo XIV has emerged as a strong
defender of the dignity of immigrants and criticizes harsh enforcement. He urges global leaders to
pursue humanitarian reform. As a Lutheran church, we are called to welcome newcomers and
acknowledge Canada’s long history welcoming immigrants to our cultural mosaic.

-ELCOC Calgary Alliance Representative - Jean D.
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Please contact our Community Social-worker Sarah if you
have any questions about these upcoming events!

sarah.thomas@calgary.ca or via phone at 368-889-5168



W
ays to share your gifts 
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“No one can believe that God is not
good when the August gardens are

in their heyday.” – Gladys Taber
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