Christ Lutheran Church & The Bridge Campus Ministry
Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost - August 9, 2026

Connecting people to people ® people to faith e faith to life
69 Mill Street » Athens, OH ¢ (740) 593-3144
info@clcathens.org ® www.clchathens.org

INTRODUCTION

Elijah finds the presence of God not in earthquake, wind, or fire, but in the sound of sheer
silence. When the disciples face a great storm on the sea, they cry out with fear. Jesus says:
“Take heart, it is |; do not be afraid.” Amid the storms of life, we gather to seek the calm
presence of Christ that soothes our fears. In comforting words of scripture and in the refreshing
bread and cup of the eucharist, God grants us peace and sends us forth to be a sign of God’s
presence to others.

SERVING TODAY: Presider/Preacher: Pastor Chad Huebner; Organist: Bekah Davenport; Pianist:
Patricia Cambridge; Asst/Lector: Pastor Bob Cochran; Livestream: Dan Snoddy; Greeter: JoAnne
L'Heureux; Ushers: Wanda Weinberg, Gail Dreitzler; Time with Children: Cheryl Huebner;
Acolyte: Eliza; Tray Server: Jane Unger

WELCOME (PLEASE POWER OFF OR AIRPLANE MODE YOUR DEVICES)

Here in Athens, in SE Ohio, we are occupying the traditional homeland of the Shawnee people.
Before the Shawnee, this land was occupied by the Osage people, and by the Adena, Hopewell,
and Fort Ancient cultures.



PRELUDE

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister
begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ** one God,

whose compassion endures forever.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin to God.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate God,

we confess to you all our sins.

Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves.
In your mercy, call us back to you.

Your yoke is easy and your burden is light.
Restore us to dwell in your peace.

In Christ’s name we pray,

Amen.

Jesus says, “Come to me,

all you who are weary

and are carrying heavy burdens,

and | will give you rest.”

In the name of God,

Father, * Son, and Holy Spirit,

your sins are forgiven.

Rest in God’s love.

Amen.



GATHERING SONG Shout to the Lord (ELW 821)
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My Je - sus, my Sav-ior, Lord, there 1s none like you.
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All of my days I want to praise  the won-ders of your might-y  love.
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My com - fort, my shel-ter, tow-er of ref - uge and strength;
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let ev-ty breath, all that I am nev-er cease to wor-ship you.
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Shout to the Lord, all the earth; let us sing pow-er and maj - es-ty, praise
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to the King. Moun-tains bow down and the seas will roar  at the
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sound of your name. I sing for joy at the work of your hands;
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for - ev-er I'll love you, for-ev - er T'll stand.
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Noth-ing com-pares to the prom -ise I have in you.

Text: Darlene Zschech, b. 1965

Music: SHOUT TO THE LORD, Darlene Zschech

Text and music © 1993 Darlene Zschech/Hillsong Publishing, admin. in U.S. and Canada by Integrity's Hosanna! Music (ASCAP),
c/o Integrity Media, Inc.. 1000 Cody Road, Mobile, AL 36695.



GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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God; to make all things new.

Text and music: Marty Haugen, b. 1950
Text and music © 1990 GIA Publications. Inc. 7404 S. Mason Ave.. Chicago, IL 60638, www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.



PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

O God our defender, storms rage around and within us and cause us to be afraid. Rescue your
people from despair, deliver your sons and daughters from fear, and preserve us in the faith of
your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

TIME WITH CHILDREN

FIRST READING: 1 Kings 19:9-18
A reading from 1 Kings.
° At [Horeb, the mount of God,][Elijah] came to a cave and spent the night there.

Then the word of the Loro came to him, saying, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” '’ He
answered, “l have been very zealous for the Lorp, the God of hosts, for the Israelites have
forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your prophets with the sword. |
alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to take it away.”

" He said, “Go out and stand on the mountain before the Lorb, for the Lorp is about to pass
by.” Now there was a great wind, so strong that it was splitting mountains and breaking rocks in
pieces before the Lorp, but the Loro was not in the wind, and after the wind an earthquake, but
the Lorp was not in the earthquake, '* and after the earthquake a fire, but the Lorp was not in
the fire, and after the fire a sound of sheer silence. ** When Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face
in his mantle and went out and stood at the entrance of the cave. Then there came a voice to
him that said, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” '* He answered, “I have been very zealous for
the Lorp, the God of hosts, for the Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your
altars, and killed your prophets with the sword. | alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to
take it away.” *° Then the Loro said to him, “Go, return on your way to the wilderness of
Damascus; when you arrive, you shall anoint Hazael as king over Aram. '° Also you shall anoint
Jehu son of Nimshi as king over Israel, and you shall anoint Elisha son of Shaphat of
Abel-meholah as prophet in your place. '’ Whoever escapes from the sword of Hazael, Jehu
shall kill, and whoever escapes from the sword of Jehu, Elisha shall kill. ** Yet | will leave seven
thousand in Israel, all the knees that have not bowed to Baal, and every mouth that has not
kissed him.”

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING: Romans 10:5-15

A reading from Romans.

> Moses writes concerning the righteousness that comes from the law, that “the person who

does these things will live by them.” ® But the righteousness that comes from faith says, “Do not

say in your heart, ‘Who will ascend into heaven?’ ” (that is, to bring Christ down) ’ “or ‘Who will

descend into the abyss?’ ” (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). ? But what does it say?
“The word is near you,



in your mouth and in your heart”
(that is, the word of faith that we proclaim), * because if you confess with your mouth that Jesus
is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. "’ For
one believes with the heart, leading to righteousness, and one confesses with the mouth,
leading to salvation. "' The scripture says, “No one who believes in him will be put to shame.”
"> For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all and is
generous to all who call on him. " For “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be
saved.”

““But how are they to call on one in whom they have not believed? And how are they to
believe in one of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without someone to
proclaim him? > And how are they to proclaim him unless they are sent? As it is written, “How
beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!”

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL: Matthew 14:22-33

The holy gospel according to Matthew.

Glory to you, O Lord.

’?[Jesus] made the disciples get into a boat and go on ahead to the other side [of the Sea of
Galilee,] while he dismissed the crowds.”’ And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up
the mountain by himself to pray. When evening came, he was there alone, * but by this time
the boat, battered by the waves, was far from the land, for the wind was against them. *° And
early in the morning he came walking toward them on the sea. *° But when the disciples saw
him walking on the sea, they were terrified, saying, “It is a ghost!” And they cried out in fear.
’’ But immediately Jesus spoke to them and said, “Take heart, it is |; do not be afraid.”

’“ peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water.” ** He
said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat, started walking on the water, and came toward
Jesus. “ But when he noticed the strong wind, he became frightened, and, beginning to sink, he
cried out, “Lord, save me!” ** Jesus immediately reached out his hand and caught him, saying to
him, “You of little faith, why did you doubt?” ** When they got into the boat, the wind ceased.
** And those in the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON



HYMN OF THE DAY My Life Flows On in Endless Song (ELW 763)
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1 My life flowson in end - less song; a-bove earth’s lam-en - ta - tion,
2 Throughall the tu - mult and the strife, 1 hear that mu-sic ring - ing.
3 What though my joys and com-forts die? The Lord my Sav-ior liv - eth.
4 The peace of Christ makes fresh my heart, a foun-tain ev - er spring-ing!
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I catch the sweet, though far-off hymn that hails a new cre - a - tion.
It finds an ech - o in my soul. Howcan [ keep from sing-ing?
What though the dark - ness gath-er round? Songsin the night he giv-eth.
All  things are mine since 1 am his! Howcan 1 keep from sing-ing?
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Since Christ is Lord of heav-en and earth,how can [ keep from sing-ing?

Text: Robert Lowry, 1826-1899
Music: HOW CAN I KEEP FROM SINGING, Robert Lowry, alt.

CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,



the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Lord, hear our prayers for a world where it sometimes seems there are so many problems that
hope is hard to find.

The Gospel tells us, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul,
and with all your strength, and with all your mind; and your neighbor as yourself” Pray that our
love for God will be mirrored daily by our acts of love and concern for our neighbor.

Lord in your mercy. Hear our prayer.

Lord, keep watch over the poor and helpless, those without enough to eat, the sick and those
who mourn, the lonely and those who feel unloved, the aged and the little children. Give them
hope and encourage their faith, that they can make it through the hard times.

Lord in your mercy. Hear our prayer.

Remember our neighbors in Gaza and Ukraine and the Middle East who are displaced in their
own countries and hope to resettle in their home communities or elsewhere. Pray that their
faith, their hope and the support of those accompanying them will sustain them through
difficult, wearisome and dangerous times.

Lord in your mercy. Hear our prayer.

Renew and restore a vision of care for your creation. Remind us to take what we need and no
more. Encourage us in a counter-culture faithfulness that is not about consumerism. Spur us
with new insight and deeper understanding so that we may live mindfully each day, conscious of
the impact of what we do and what we fail to do.

Lord in your mercy. Hear our prayer.

We pray for those who have died and those for whom death draws near. Grant them mercy,
light and peace.
Lord in your mercy. Hear our prayer.

Pray that we might notice and take to heart small acts of hope and kindness, and that these
might renew our faith amid world events that inspire anger and despair. Small things like
birthdays and anniversaries can bring joy to our lives.

Lord in your mercy. Hear our prayer.

Lord, hear our special prayers for family and friends which we now offer, either aloud or in our
hearts...
Lord in your mercy. Hear our prayer.



Lord, pour your Holy Spirit upon all for whom we have prayed, and also on the many who never
catch our eye or make it into our prayers. Through Christ Jesus we pray.
AMEN

PEACE The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.
OFFERING — THANK YOU! YOUR GENEROSITY MAKES OUR MINISTRY POSSIBLE.
Giving is easy online through our website at https://www.clcathens.or

There you will also find instructions on how to text to give or download our church app!

MUSICAL OFFERING

OFFERTORY As the Grains of Wheat
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https://www.clcathens.org/give

OFFERING PRAYER

Merciful God,

accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory.
You have set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day
when we will hunger and thirst no more.

Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus,

that goodness and mercy may follow us

and bless the world you love.

In the name of Jesus, Amen.

DIALOGUE

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those

who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come to the table of new life.
Receive the risen Lord. Thanks be to God.

COMMUNION

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Compassionate God,

through the gifts of bread and wine

our hearts are filled with the abundance of your love.
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Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal,

may share your love freely, as you have shared with us.
We ask this in the name of Jesus,

through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever.
Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BLESSING

Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, = one God,
bless, heal, and hold you

today and always. Amen.

SENDING SONG What a Fellowship, What a Joy Divine: Leaning on the Everlasting Arms (ELW
774)
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I What a fel - low-ship, what a  joy di-vine, lean - ing on the ev - er-
2 Oh, how sweetto walk in this pil-grim way, lean - ing on the ev - er-
3 What have I to dread,what have 1 to fear, lean - ing on the ev - er-
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lean - ing, lean - ing, lean-ing on the ev-er - last - ing arms.

Text: Elisha A. Hoffman, 1839-1929
Music: SHOWALTER, Anthony J. Showalter, 1858-1924

DISMISSAL
Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!
Thanks be to God.
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