Genesis 3:16a, “To the woman He said: “I will sharply increase your pain in childbirth; in pain you will bring forth children.”

Genesis 3:15, “And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your seed and her seed. He will crush your head, and you will strike his heel.” 

Romans 5:6 – 11, “For at just the right time, while we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly. [7]  Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous man, though for a good man someone might possibly dare to die. [8]  But God proves His love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. [9]  Therefore, since we have now been justified by His blood, how much more shall we be saved from wrath through Him! [10]  For if, when we were enemies of God, we were reconciled to Him through the death of His Son, how much more, having been reconciled, shall we be saved through His life! [11]  Not only that, but we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received reconciliation.”

















Questions God Asks Us
Genesis 3:8 – 13

Gen 3:8 -- 13, “Then the man and his wife heard the voice of the LORD God walking in the garden in the breeze of the day, and they hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God among the trees of the garden. [9]  But the LORD God called out to the man, “Where are you?” [10]  “I heard Your voice in the garden,” he replied, “and I was afraid because I was naked; so I hid myself.” [11]  “Who told you that you were naked?” asked the LORD God. “Have you eaten from the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?” [12]  And the man answered, “The woman whom You gave me, she gave me fruit from the tree, and I ate it.” [13]  Then the LORD God said to the woman, “What is this you have done?” “The serpent deceived me,” she replied, “and I ate.” 

I.	God seeks the “lost” [v 9]

Genesis 3:9, “But the LORD God called out to the man, “Where are you?”

	A.	God pursues the “sinner”

Proverbs 28:1, “The wicked flee when no one pursues, but the righteous are as bold as a lion.”

John 3:19, “And this is the verdict: The Light has come into the world, but men loved the darkness rather than the Light because their deeds were evil.”

Psalms 90:8, “You have set our iniquities before You, our secret sins in the light of Your presence”

	B.	God’s question: “Where are you” (parent/child)


II.	We try to hide (cover, conceal) [v 8]

Genesis 3:8, “Then the man and his wife heard the voice of the LORD God walking in the garden in the breeze of the day, and they hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God among the trees of the garden.”

	A.	Attempts

Mark 11:12 – 14, “The next day, when they had left Bethany, Jesus was hungry. [13]  Seeing in the distance a fig tree in leaf, He went to see if there was any fruit on it. But when He reached it, He found nothing on it except leaves, since it was not the season for figs. [14]  Then He said to the tree, “May no one ever eat of your fruit again.” And His disciples heard this statement.”

Mark 11:20 – 22, “As they were walking back in the morning, they saw the fig tree withered from its roots. [21]  Peter remembered it and said, “Look, Rabbi! The fig tree You cursed has withered.” [22]  “Have faith in God,” Jesus said to them.”

Genesis 2:16 -- 17, “And the LORD God commanded him, “You may eat freely from every tree of the garden, [17]  but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil; for in the day that you eat of it, you will surely die.” 

Genesis 3:7, “And the eyes of both of them were opened, and they knew that they were naked; so they sewed together fig leaves and made coverings for themselves.”

III.	Attitudes and Actions

	A.	The blame game:

Genesis 3:12 – 13, “And the man answered, “The woman whom You gave me, she gave me fruit from the tree, and I ate it.” [13]  Then the LORD God said to the woman, “What is this you have done?” “The serpent deceived me,” she replied, “and I ate.” 

James 1:14 – 15, “But each one is tempted when by his own evil desires he is lured away and enticed. [15]  Then after desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, gives birth to death.”

	B.	Result:

IV.	The reality:

	A.	Hiding from God is futile

1 John 1:8 – 10, “If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. [9]  If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. [10]  If we say we have not sinned, we make Him out to be a liar, and His word is not in us.”

	B.	God takes the initiative (requires our response)
		
Luke 19:10, “For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.”

John 21:15, 16, 17, “Jesus asked a second time, “Simon son of John, do you love Me?”

	C.	God offers:

Genesis 3:17c, “... cursed is the ground because of you; through toil you will eat of it all the days of your life.”



