Genesis 1
Making Sense of this World

I.	Creation is central to ur understanding of this world

	A.	What happened? God created

		1.	How God created: (Father, Son, Holy Spirit)

Genesis 1:1 – 3, “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. [2] Now the earth was without shape and empty, and darkness was over the surface of the watery deep, but the Spirit of God was moving over the surface of the water. [3]  God said, “Let there be light.” And there was light!”

			a.	By speaking

			b.	By an act of the will

		2.	What God created (everything)

Hebrews 11:3, “By faith we understand that the universe was created by the word of God, so that what is seen was not made out of things that are visible.”

			a.	The Heavens and the Earth (Physical universe)

			b.	Time (Thought process)

		3.	Observations:

			a.	God brings order to chaos by separating and distinguishing
	
			b.	God brings meaning and understanding by naming

			c.	These things demonstrates OWNERSHIP and SOVEREIGNTY

	B.	Humanity was created a special/unique

		1.	Nature is created...

			a.	… without discussion or decision

			b.	“According to its kind” (multiple species)

		2.	Man and woman are created

Genesis 1:26, “Then God said, “Let us make humankind in our image, after our likeness, so they may rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air, over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over all the creatures that move on the earth.” 

			a.	Discussion

				1.)	Man’s design = the image of God (resemblance)

				2.)	Man’s place in creation = “rule over”

			b.	According to the image of God.

				1.)	the ability to communicate complex ideas with words	
				2.)	The ability to understand without experience
				3.)	The ability to live forever
				4.)	“Original righteousness” (moral character)

Ecclesiastes 7:29, “Only this have I found: I have discovered that God made men upright, but they have sought out many schemes.” 

		3.	Observations:

			a.	God made Man unique and declared them to be unique (no “kind”)

			b.	This uniqueness places burdens upon us

				1.)	We are commissioned to be stewards (manage)

				2.)	We are commissioned to act like we are unique

					a.)	NOT to act like we are animals = “self-control”

					b.)	To think instead of react

II.	Creation is central to our understanding of ourselves				

	A.	God designed and made us

Genesis 2:7, “then the LORD God formed the man of dust from the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living creature.”

		1.	Only thing in all creation that God “blessed”

Genesis 1:28a,  “And God blessed them.”

			a.	“Blessed” in the wish for happiness and good things
			
			b.	Blessed in two parts:

				1.)	“Be fruitful” (increase in number)

				2.)	“Fill the earth” (rule over)

		2.	Given direction
Genesis 1:28, “God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth and subdue it; rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air and every creature that crawls upon the earth.” [29]  Then God said, “Behold, I have given you every seed-bearing plant on the face of all the earth, and every tree whose fruit contains seed. They will be yours for food. [30]  And to every beast of the earth and every bird of the air and every creature that crawls upon the earth—everything that has the breath of life in it—I have given every green plant for food.” And it was so.”

			a.	Unique creation, unique job description
	
			b.	God does NOT leave us to “figure life out” on or own

III.	Creation is central for our understanding of God

	A.	God is “Almighty”

		1.	God is worthy of praise

			a.	NOT “because,” NOT “if”

			b.	“by Your will”

Revelation 4:11, “Worthy are You, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and power, for You created all things; by Your will they exist and came to be.” 

		2.	God has the ability to do ANYTHING at ANYTIME for ANY REASON

			a.	The ability to cause things to come into being by command

			b.	Jesus command over the physical universe: water into wine, walking on 					water, resurrecting the dead, etc...

	B.	The contrast between truth and lie

		1.	Creation and it’s Creator is a core concept of faith.

Hebrews 11:3, “By faith we understand that the universe was created by the word of God, so that what is seen was not made out of things that are visible.”

		2.	Creation means that Man does NOT determine truth. (e.g. “my truth”)

			a.	Faith starts with answers

			b.	Without faith the only thing left is guessing

I.	We understand that the world is under the ownership and control of God.

II.	We understand that we are unique and valuable to God. (Jesus)

III.	We understand that only God is worthy of praise
