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That’s My King, Part 4: The Pursuit of the King, Matthew 2: 1-23

INTRODUCTION:  Matthew chapter 2 is filled with people who all knew something about the birth of the King. The wise men saw His star. Herod heard the reports. The chief priests and scribes knew the prophecies. Yet they all responded differently.  The wise men traveled hundreds of miles to worship Him.  The chief priests and scribes quoted Scripture but never bothered to make the six-mile trip from Jerusalem to Bethlehem. Herod was threatened and sought to eliminate Him altogether.  The difference was not the amount of information they possessed. The difference was the condition of their hearts.
So our question today is: If we say of Jesus “That’s My King?” then how will we pursue Him?

1.  DEVOTIONAL PURSUIT
“Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, saying, ‘Where is He who has been born King of the Jews?  For we have seen His star in the East and have come to worship Him.’”														Matthew 2: 1-2
· Open to the Word – Daniel 2:48
· Observant of the World  – Psalm 19:1, Col. 1:16
· Obligated to Worship – 1 Chronicles 16:29

2. DISINTERESTED IN PURSUIT
“When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him. And when he had gathered all the chief priests and scribes of the people together, he inquired of them where the Christ was to be born. So they said to him, ‘In Bethlehem of Judea, for thus it is written by the prophet:’”
                 										Matthew 2: 3-5
· Understanding the Matter – Matthew 15: 7-8
· Unsettled Mind  – John 14: 1,27
· Unaccepting of the Messiah – John 1: 10-13

3.  DESTRUCTIVE PURSUIT
“Then Herod, when he saw that he was deceived by the wise men, was exceedingly angry; and he sent forth and put to death all the male children who were in Bethlehem and in all its districts, from two years old and under, according to the time which he had determined from the wise men.”
											Matthew 2:16
· Of Christ’s Partners – John 15: 18-19
· Against Competing Powers – Acts 5: 38-39
· According to the Call of Prophecy – Ezekiel 12:28

CONCLUSION
After studying Matthew 2, the question remains: How are we pursuing Jesus the King?
Are we pursuing Him with devotion like the wise men?
Are we content with knowledge but lacking obedience like the scribes and pharisees?
Or worse, are we resisting His rule because it threatens our own plans?
If we genuinely pursue Christ, we'll discover that He is infinitely greater than we imagined.
So let’s Pursue the King. Worship the King. Surrender to the King.
Because...That's My King!
