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We extend the warmest welcome to all worshipping with us today. No 
matter who you are: if this is your first time worshipping with us, if you 
haven’t been here in a while, if you are here regularly, if you are seeking 
a community of people trying their best to follow Jesus, if you are 
curious about Jesus, or even if you are not entirely sure what or who 
you are looking for; know that you are welcome in this place, and we 
are so glad you are here! If this is your first time with us, we ask that 
you sign our Friendship Book, so that we might pray with/for you, get 
to know you better, and check-in with you from time to time.  
 
Holy Communion is open to all. In this church, we preach, teach, and 
confess that this is the table of Jesus. It is Jesus who invites you to His 
table. You need not be a member of this church, or any other church; 
anyone who desires a deeper walk with Christ is invited. The ushers 
will direct you to proceed up the center aisle. You are invited to take 
an empty, individual cup from the silver tray near the baptismal font, 
and red wine, the blood of Christ, will be poured for you at the altar 
rail. You will also find red grape juice, the blood of Christ, in sealed 
individual cups in that same tray. As you come to the altar rail, you 
may stand or kneel as you are able, and the minister will place bread, 
the body of Christ, in your hand. If you are in need of a gluten free 
host, please let the minister know. If you prefer not to receive the 
Communion elements, Jesus still invites you into His Holy Communion; 
at the altar rail you may fold your arms and the minister will pray with 
and bless you. 
 
We believe the varied sounds and actions from children of all ages 
during worship is evidence of Jesus among us, and bears witness to 
the life, growth, present and future of the Church. If your child makes 
noise, you are not bothering anyone, you are blessing everyone. If you 
would like an activity bag for your child during worship, please ask the 
greeter who handed you this bulletin. Alternatively, if you wish to step 
out of the sanctuary with your child, we have set up a quiet room 
which streams our service, all the way down the hallway, past the 
bathrooms, in the last room on your left.   
 
We stream our worship service on a private zoom link and publicly on 
Facebook, for the sake of those who cannot be with us in person.  
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PRELUDE 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES 
Let us prepare our hearts and minds for worship.  
Please rise, in body or spirit.  

INVOCATION, CONFESSION, AND FORGIVENESS  

P: Blessed be the Holy Trinity, the Father, the ☩ Son, and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, who forgives all our sin, who’s mercy endures 

forever.  C: Amen.  

P:  Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and 

from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by 

the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and 

worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God, and of one another. 

(We pause for reflection)  

P: Gracious God,  

C: Have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and 

given ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly 

repent. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and 

unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to do. 

Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may 

live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior 

and Lord. Amen. 

 

P: God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, 
and made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been 

saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty 
God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ 
may live in your hearts through faith. C: Amen.  
 
GATHERING HYMN: All Creatures of Our God and King – 
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All Creatures of Our God and King 
All creatures of our God and King,  
Lift up your voice with us and sing, 
Alleluia! Alleluia!  
O burning sun with golden beam  
 
And silver moon with softer gleam,  
O praise him! O praise him!  
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!  
 
GREETING   

P:   The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

C:   And also with you. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P: Let us pray. Glorious God, your generosity waters the world with 
goodness, and you cover creation with abundance. Awaken in us a 
hunger for the food that satisfies both body and spirit, and with this 
food fill all the starving world; through your Son, Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. C: Amen. 
Please be seated 

FIRST READING: Excerpts from 1 Samuel: Chapters 23 and 24.  
L: The word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

PSALM:  Selections from Psalms  
GOD IS OUR CREATOR 
Psalm 103 
"Praise the Lord everything he has created everything and all his 
kingdom" 
GOD KNOWS EVERYTHING 
Psalm 139:1 
" oh Lord you have examined my heart and know everything about 
me." 
GOD IS OUR SAFE PLACE 
Psalm 142:5 
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" then I pray to you, oh Lord, I say, ' you are my place of Refuge.' " 
GOD IS LOVE 
Psalm 136:1 
" give thanks to the lord, for he is good! His faithful love endures 
forever. " 
GOD IS FOREVER 
Psalm 115:18 
"but we can praise the Lord both now and forever! Praise the lord! " 
Please rise, in body or spirit.  

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Congregation sings acclamation once. 

 
HOLY GOSPEL: Luke 24: 1-12  
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twenty-fourth chapter. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord.  
1 But on the first day of the week, at early dawn, they went to the tomb, 
taking the spices that they had prepared. 2 They found the stone rolled 
away from the tomb, 3 but when they went in they did not find the 
body. 4 While they were perplexed about this, suddenly two men in 
dazzling clothes stood beside them. 5 The women were terrified and 
bowed their faces to the ground, but the men said to them, “Why do 
you look for the living among the dead? He is not here but has risen. 
6 Remember how he told you, while he was still in Galilee, 7 that the 
Son of Man must be handed over to the hands of sinners and be 
crucified and on the third day rise again.” 8 Then they remembered his 
words, 9 and returning from the tomb they told all this to the eleven 
and to all the rest. 10 Now it was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the 
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mother of James, and the other women with them who told this to the 
apostles. 11 But these words seemed to them an idle tale, and they did 
not believe them. 12 But Peter got up and ran to the tomb; stooping and 
looking in, he saw the linen cloths by themselves; then he went home, 
amazed at what had happened. 
P: The Gospel of the Lord 
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

Please be seated 

 
SERMON  
After the sermon, please rise, in body or spirit, as we lift our hearts and voices 
together in song.  

 
HYMN OF THE DAY: VBS SLIDE SHOW  
 
APOSTLES’ CREED  
A: Lets us confess our faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed,  
C: We believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and 
earth. We believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he 
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. We believe in the 
Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  
A: With bold trust in God’s unfailing provision, we pray for the church, 
those in need, and all of God’s creation. 
A brief silence. 
A: For your church in every place, that it satisfies those who hunger 
for your word. Bless the ministry of readers, translators, Bible study 
leaders, and writers, that God’s word is broken open and shared with 
all. Merciful God, 
C: Receive our prayer. 
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A: For your wondrous creation and all the bounty it provides, that 
your creatures are fed and nourished. Bless the work of farmers, 
farmworkers, those who fish, and all whose labor brings your 
abundance to our tables. Merciful God, 
C: Receive our prayer. 
A: For your children in every nation, that they learn to love justice and 
live in harmony. As this week we remember the atomic bombings of 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki, keep us mindful of the horrors of war; draw 
our hearts instead toward your reign of love, hope, and peace. 
Merciful God, 
C: Receive our prayer. 
A: For all who cry out with great sorrow and unceasing anguish, that 
they are comforted. Feed all who struggle with food insecurity; have 
mercy on all who are suffering in body, mind, and spirit (especially). 
Merciful God, 
C: Receive our prayer. 
A: For this congregation, that it bears faithful witness to the 
abundance and joy of life in you. Bless all your faithful people 
gathered here, that they may become blessings for this community. 
Merciful God, 
C: Receive our prayer. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

A: With thanksgiving for the faithful who now rest in your mercy, that 
their witness continues to inspire the church. By their example, may 
we trust your promises in life and in death. Merciful God, 
C: Receive our prayer. 
A: Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have promised. All 
this we ask in the name of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C: Amen. 
 
PASSING THE PEACE 
P: The Peace of the Lord be with you always! 
C:  And also, with you. 
P:  Let us share a sign of peace with one another. 
Please be seated  

 
OFFERING    
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Here at Holy Spirit Lutheran Church, there are many ways you are able 
to give. Our ushers will pass around an offering plate, in which you 
can place your weekly offering. If you are attending worship online or 
you simply wish to give online, you may do so by visiting our website, 
hslceldersburgmd.org/give. We give thanks to God for the ways you 
continually offer your time, talent, and treasure for the sake of God 
and neighbor in our ministry. 
Please rise, in body or spirit. 

 
OFFERTORY HYMN 
We lift our voices, we lift our hands, we lift our lives up to You: We 
are an offering. Lord, use our voices, Lord, use our hands. Lord use 
our lives, they are Yours. We are an offering; we are an offering 
 
OFFERING PRAYER  
P: Let us pray, Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our 
hearts. Help us take heart in you and share freely of your love, 
so that all creation can taste your abundance. We ask this in the 
name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. 
C: Amen. 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

P: The Lord be with you.   
C: And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts.   
C: We lift them to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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PREFACE :  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at 
all times and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and 
merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day 
overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection 
opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of 
angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise 
your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER & WORDS OF INSTITUTION  
P: You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. You are most holy, 
and great is the majesty of your glory. You so loved the world that 
you gave your only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may 
not perish but have eternal life. 
P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, 
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me. 
P: Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all 
to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for 
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you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the 
remembrance of me. 
P: Holy God, holy and merciful one, holy and compassionate, send 
upon us and this meal your Holy Spirit, whose breath revives us for 
life, whose fire rouses us to love.  
C: Amen. Come, Holy Spirit. 
P: Enfold in your arms all who share this holy food. Nurture in us the 
fruits of the Spirit, that we may be a living tree, sharing your bounty 
with all the world. C: Amen. 
 
THE LORD'S PRAYER 
P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray the prayer our 
Lord Jesus taught us, in the language of our hearts: 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us 
this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation but 
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P: Jesus invites you. Jesus welcomes you. All are invited. All are 
welcome. Come taste and see that the Lord is good! C:  Amen.  
Please be seated. 
COMMUNION HYMN- Lamb of God 



11 
 

Please come forward at the direction of the ushers. Guidance for receiving 
Communion is on Page 2. After all have communed, please rise, in body or spirit. 

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 

P:  May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ bless us and keep 
us in God’s grace, from now and until life everlasting. C: Amen. 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER   
A: Let us pray, Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and 
wine our hearts are filled with the abundance of your love. 
Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, may share your love 
freely, as you have shared with us. We ask this in the name of Jesus, 
through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. 
  C: Amen. 
 
BENEDICTION 
P: You are exactly who God created you to be. Created in Christ Jesus 
for good works. Created and called holy. Created and called beloved. 
Now go forth into the world in peace and be of good courage. Hold fast 
to that which is good. Render to no one an evil thing for an evil thing. 
Strengthen the fainthearted. Support the weak. Help the afflicted. 
Show Christ’s love to everyone and let the blessing of almighty God, 
the Father, the +Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you and remain 
with you now and forever. C: Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN: What a Fellowship, What a Joy Divine (Leaning on 
the Everlasting Arms) –  
 
Leaning on the Everlasting Arms 
What a fellowship, what a joy divine,  
Leaning on the Everlasting Arms!  
What a blessedness, what a peace is mine,  
Leaning on the Everlasting Arms!  
Leaning, leaning,  
Safe and secure from all alarms;  
Leaning, leaning,  
Leaning on the Everlasting Arms. 
What have I to dread, what have I to fear,  
Leaning on the Everlasting Arms!  
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I have blessed peace with my Lord so near,  
Leaning on the Everlasting Arms!  
Leaning, leaning, 
Safe and secure from all alarms;  
Leaning, leaning,  
Leaning on the Everlasting Arms.  
You know I’m leanin’, leanin’.  
You know I’m leanin’, leanin’.  
You know I’m leanin’ on the Everlasting.  
You know I’m leanin’, leanin’.  
You know I’m leanin’, leanin’.  
You know I’m leanin’ on the Everlasting.  
Leaning, leaning,  
Safe and secure from all alarms;  
Leaning, leaning,  
Leaning on the Everlasting Arms.  
 
Leaning on the Everlasting Arms.  
Leaning on the Everlasting Arms.  
 
DISMISSAL  
P: Go in peace, be of good heart!  
C: Thanks be to God!  
A: Our purpose is to love God, 
C: And bring people into a growing relationship with Jesus and his 

church.  

 
“We all serve as ministers in the mission of the Church.”  
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2012 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #23995. 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National 
Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights 
reserved.  
 

ACTIVITIES AT HOLY SPIRIT LUTHERAN CHURCH:  
Sunday (08/02)     10:30 am – Fellowship 
  11:00 am – Worship w/Holy Communion, Sharing VBS Experiences 
Sunday (08/09)     10:30 am – Fellowship  
   11:00 am – Worship w/Holy Communion 
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Please contact Pastor Tom by email at HSLC.pastor@comcast.net if 
you would like to meet, have any questions, or for any pastoral 
emergencies. 
Volunteers  

 This Week (08-02-
2026) 

Next Week 08-09-
2026) 

Greeters Kim N.  

Ushers TBD Emese P. 
Mark P. 

Acolyte Abby Pal. Abby Pol. 

Assisting Minister Laura B. Holly deB. 

Communion Assistant Laura B. Holly deB. 

Lector Cara K. Claire P. 

Altar Care Lorraine M. TBD 

Fellowship/Coffee  Hall Brecker 

 

 

Words of Thanks to All For Another Successful and Fun VBS!!!  
 
Dear Holy Spirit, 
Thank you for all of the varied and wonderful ways you supported 
Vacation Bible School. God's love, and the hope and Joy that comes 
from knowing Jesus was shared with our community. Over 24 families 
brought their children here to learn about the nature of God. 23 
teens and pre-teens choose to spend their time volunteering here at 
HSLC.  
Your donations, your prayers, your time and your talents made GOD'S 
work possible. 
Thank You and Thanks Be to GOD 
Ms. Laura 
 
 

.           


