August 2, 2026

Series: Seek First the Kingdom of God: Finding God in the Background, a study in Esther
Sermon: A Portrait of a Godless King
Primary Text: Esther 1

Discussion guide:
· Would you say that the culture in America is a Godly or Godless culture? Why?
· Blaise Pascal says that every soul has a God-shaped vacuum that only the God Jesus Christ preached of can fill. What is the significance of using the word “vacuum”
· Read Esther 1:1-9
· What is the King showing off for 180 days?
· How do riches represent safety to us?
· In what ways to do we show that we believe riches are key to safety?
· How does this show that we really want God?
· How does God make us safe? (see 2 Corinthians 4:16)
· Read Esther 1:10
· How is drunkenness escape?
· What are some other ways we escape?
· How does escape represent peace?
· How does this show that we really want God?
· How does God give us peace? (read Psalm 23)
· Read Esther 1:4, 10-11
· Why does the king want the queen to come and why did he want to have the feast?
· What are some ways we seek to please people?
· How does this represent our desire for acceptance? Why is acceptance so important to us?
· How does this show us that we really want God? (see Matthew 25:21)
· Why is God’s acceptance so much more powerful than man’s?
· Read Esther 1:12-15
· Why does the king get so mad?
· How does this show he’s a control freak?
· How does our desire for control represent all the desires we’ve already talked about?
· How does it show a lack of trust in God?
· How does making space for God in our day help us find these things from God instead of the world?
