
 
 

FURTHER STUDY GUIDE 

THE CROSS THAT HAD TO BE | Mark 15 

 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

Mark 15 records the climax of Jesus' earthly ministry. Having been betrayed, abandoned, 

and condemned by the Jewish leaders, Jesus now stands before the Roman governor, 

Pilate. Though repeatedly declared innocent, He is sentenced to die by crucifixion—the 

most shameful and brutal form of execution in the Roman world. 

Throughout the chapter, irony fills the narrative. The One mocked as "King of the Jews" is 

the true King. The One condemned as guilty is completely innocent. The One who appears 

powerless is accomplishing the greatest victory in history. Every event unfolds according to 

God's sovereign plan as Jesus fulfills the Old Testament prophecies concerning the 

suffering Messiah (Isaiah 53; Psalm 22). 

The cross is not the failure of God's plan, it is the fulfillment of it. Jesus willingly bore the 

penalty of sin so that everyone who trusts in Him might receive forgiveness, reconciliation, 

and eternal life. 

 

ICEBREAKER QUESTION 

Have you ever experienced a situation that looked like a complete disaster at the time but 

later realized it became one of the greatest blessings in your life? How does that experience 

help you understand that God is often working even when we cannot see what He is doing? 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 



 

GROUP DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

Jesus Delivered to Pilate  (vv. 1-15) 

1.​ Why do you think Pilate chose political approval over doing what he knew was right?  

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

2.​ What does the exchange between Jesus and Barabbas teach us about substitution 

and the gospel?  

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

3.​ In what ways do people today still reject Jesus because following Him costs too 

much?  

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Jesus is Mocked   (vv. 16-20) 

4.​ Why is Jesus' silence and restraint actually a demonstration of strength rather than 

weakness?  

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 



 
5.​ The soldiers mocked Jesus as King. How does the world still mock Christ's authority 

today?  

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

6.​ What situations in your life require strength through self-control rather than 

retaliation?  

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

The Crucifixion   (vv. 21-32) 

7.​ Why was Jesus unwilling to come down from the cross even when challenged to do 

so?  

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

8.​ Simon of Cyrene literally carried Jesus' cross. What does it mean for believers to "take 

up their cross" today?  

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

9.​ How does the cross redefine our understanding of strength, success, and victory?  

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 



 
The Death of Jesus   (vv. 33-37) 

10.​Why is Jesus' cry of abandonment so important to understanding His sacrifice?  

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

11.​How does knowing Christ bore God's judgment affect your confidence in your 

salvation?  

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

12.​What fears or burdens become lighter when you remember that Christ has already 

borne your greatest burden?  

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

The Veil is Torn  (vv. 38-39) 

13.​What did the tearing of the temple curtain symbolize?  

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

14.​Why is it significant that a Roman centurion was the one who confessed Jesus as the 

Son of God?  

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 



 
15.​How does knowing you have direct access to God change the way you pray and 

worship?  

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Jesus is Buried  (vv. 40-47) 

16.​What stands out to you about Joseph of Arimathea's courage at this point in the 

story?  

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

17.​Why do you think Mark emphasizes the women witnessing both Jesus' death and His 

burial?  

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

18.​Can you think of a season when God seemed silent, only for you later to recognize 

that He was working all along?  

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 



 

PERSONAL DEVOTION 

Read Mark 15 again this week, slowly and prayerfully. Imagine yourself standing at the foot 

of the cross. Observe the people in the story—Pilate, the soldiers, the crowd, the religious 

leaders, the women, Joseph of Arimathea, and the centurion. Ask yourself, Which response 

most resembles my own heart? 

Spend time thanking Jesus specifically for what He endured on your behalf. Reflect on the 

fact that every insult, every wound, every thorn, every nail, and every moment of suffering 

was borne willingly out of love and obedience to the Father. He received the judgment you 

deserved so that you could receive the grace you never deserved. 

This week, memorize Mark 15:39 or 2 Corinthians 5:21, and each day thank God that 

because of the cross you are forgiven, accepted, and reconciled to Him. Then ask the Lord to 

give you one opportunity to share the hope of the cross with someone who needs to hear 

the good news. As you do, remember that the cross is not simply an event to admire—it is a 

message to believe and a Savior to follow. 

 

QUESTIONS | REFLECTIONS | OBSERVATIONS 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
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