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And they all ate and were satisfied. And they took up twelve baskets full of the broken pieces left over. Matthew 14:20
 	I’m on the sea food diet. You know what that is, right? If I see food, I eat it. I especially love restaurant bread; biscuits at Red Lobster and bread sticks at Olive Garden. I can eat the whole basket and ask for more. But a couple of hours later, I’m hungry again.
That’s how it is with ordinary bread. It fills you up but it doesn’t last. However much you eat, the hunger comes back. There’s a solution to our problem of hunger, our real hunger.  And that’s Jesus. Only he can satisfy our deepest hunger. The Bible tells us about several bread miracles. Each one is amazing. Each one shows God’s care. But only one bread miracle finally satisfies, and that’s Jesus himself, the Bread of Life. 
The first bread miracle is the manna God gave Israel in the wilderness. After years of slavery in Egypt, the Israelites were finally free and on their way to the Promised Land. But between Egypt and Canaan stood the wilderness. It was dry, barren, and empty, with nothing to eat.
So God fed them. He gave Israel water from a rock and manna from heaven. Every morning for forty years, Israel gathered what they needed, not too much, not too little. It was always just enough. If they tried to hoard it, it spoiled. Day after day God fed his people. But it didn’t satisfy. They’d eat, but later get hungry again.
So when Jesus feeds people in the wilderness, it’s easy to understand why some wondered if he was a new Moses.  Moses gave them manna from heaven. Was Jesus like Moses? Was he greater? 
The second bread miracle comes in the days of Elijah. Israel was ruled by wicked King Ahab. His wife, Queen Jezebel, led the people into Baal worship. So Elijah proclaimed a drought that affected everyone, including a widow and her young son. When Elijah met her, she was preparing one last meal. She had only a little flour and oil left. After that, she expected that she and her son would die.
	Then Elijah said something that sounds harsh; Make bread for me first! But his request also came with God’s promise. Her jar of flour would not be used up, and her jug of oil would not run dry until the Lord sent rain. She believed. She did as Elijah asked, and God did as Elijah promised. The flour and oil lasted. Later, when her son died, Elijah prayed, and God restored the boy’s life. Bread miracles, power over nature, the dead raised and given back to their families; Jesus did these things too. Was Jesus greater than Elijah?  
The third bread miracle is the feeding of the five thousand. It’s the only miracle of Jesus recorded in all four gospels. So we know it matters. Jesus had already healed the sick, cast out demons, calmed a storm, and raised Jairus’ daughter from the dead. The crowds were growing. People wondered, “If he’s not Moses or Elijah, could Jesus be the Messiah?”
Jesus and his disciples were tired, so they went by boat to a quiet place. But the people saw where they were going and arrived ahead of them. Jesus could have turned them away. He could have said, “Not today. I need rest.” But he didn’t. They were like sheep without a shepherd, helpless, vulnerable, in need. So he taught them.
He taught them until evening. The disciples began to worry. “This is a desolate place,” they said, “and the day is now over; send the crowds away to go into the villages to buy food for themselves.” That sounded reasonable. The people were hungry. The disciples had no way to feed them. But Jesus answered, “You give them something to eat.” (vv 15-16) How could they possibly do that? Jesus had them take inventory. The other gospels tell us a boy offered them his five loves of bread and two fish. Hardly anything!
But in the hands of Jesus, it was enough. He had the people sit down in groups. He blessed the bread and fish, broke them, and gave them to the disciples to distribute. Everyone ate. Everyone was satisfied. And when they gathered the leftovers, there were twelve baskets full! So afterward, of course the people were thinking, “Jesus is like Moses. Jesus is like Elijah. He gives us bread. He feeds us. Surely he’s the Messiah! Let’s make him king!” But did Jesus come simply to do miracles and fill stomachs? Did he come only to make life easier for the moment?
The final bread miracle is Jesus himself. John’s gospel tells us that the feeding of the five thousand points to Jesus, who is himself the Bread of Life.  After Jesus returned to Capernaum, the crowd came looking for him.  Why? They were hungry again! You might expect Jesus to be pleased. He wasn’t. They had totally misunderstood the miracle in the wilderness.
He told them, “You are seeking me, not because you saw signs, but because you ate your fill of the loaves.”  (John 6:26) A sign points beyond itself. When I drive from Albuquerque to Las Vegas, I pass a sign pointing to Glorieta. The sign is not Glorieta. If I stop and hug the signpost, I’ve missed the point. The sign is there to direct me to Glorieta.
That’s what the miracle of bread and fish does. It’s not the real thing. It’s a sign pointing us to Jesus, the true Bread of Life. If Jesus had just given the crowd more bread and fish, they might have missed what they really needed. What they, and you and I, really need, is the forgiveness of sins. What they and you and I need is eternal life. What we all need is Jesus himself.
So Jesus tells us, “The bread of God is he who comes down from heaven and gives life to the world.” (John 6:33)  Manna could feed Israel for a day. Flour and oil could feed a widow and her son through a drought. Loaves and fish could feed a crowd once. But only the crucified and risen Jesus can forgive sins, give eternal life, and raise us up on the last day.
This same Jesus still comes to us! He comes through his Word and Sacraments. As we hear the Gospel, the Holy Spirit gives and strengthens faith. In Baptism, we’re joined to the crucified and risen Jesus.  In the Lord’s Supper, Jesus comes to us under bread and wine, giving us the forgiveness his Word promises.
Sometimes we hear people say, “This church doesn’t meet my needs. I’m leaving and going somewhere that does.”  We all enjoy good fellowship, fun activities, people we connect with, and great music. But if we try to fill our deepest needs with these, we’ll just be hungry again.
So what do we really need from our church? Do we just need bigger programs, larger crowds, and the favorite songs we all love? Or do we need the one satisfying thing the church really has to offer, the good news of Jesus, the Bread of Life?
If forgiveness of sins and eternal life are what you need, then that’s what you find here today. Not because this place is impressive. Not because we have everything figured out. Not because we have a concert every Sunday. But because Jesus is here in his Word and Sacraments, giving himself for you. We pray:
Guide me, O Thou great Redeemer, 
Pilgrim through this barren land, 
I am weak, but Thou art mighty; 
Hold me with Thy Pow’rful hand. 
Bread of heaven, bread of heaven, 
Feed my till I want no more; 
Feed me till I want no more. Amen.
(from LSB # 918, William Williams)
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Isaiah 55:1-5
“Come, everyone who thirsts,
    come to the waters;
and he who has no money,
    come, buy and eat!
Come, buy wine and milk
    without money and without price.
2 Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread,
    and your labor for that which does not satisfy?
Listen diligently to me, and eat what is good,
    and delight yourselves in rich food.
3 Incline your ear, and come to me;
    hear, that your soul may live;
and I will make with you an everlasting covenant,
    my steadfast, sure love for David.
4 Behold, I made him a witness to the peoples,
    a leader and commander for the peoples.
5 Behold, you shall call a nation that you do not know,
    and a nation that did not know you shall run to you,
because of the LORD your God, and of the Holy One of Israel,
    for he has glorified you.
Romans 9:1-5
 1 I am speaking the truth in Christ—I am not lying; my conscience bears me witness in the Holy Spirit— 2 that I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart. 3 For I could wish that I myself were accursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my brothers, my kinsmen according to the flesh. 4 They are Israelites, and to them belong the adoption, the glory, the covenants, the giving of the law, the worship, and the promises. 5 To them belong the patriarchs, and from their race, according to the flesh, is the Christ, who is God over all, blessed forever. Amen.
Matthew 14:13-21
13 Now when Jesus heard this, he withdrew from there in a boat to a desolate place by himself. But when the crowds heard it, they followed him on foot from the towns. 14 When he went ashore he saw a great crowd, and he had compassion on them and healed their sick. 15 Now when it was evening, the disciples came to him and said, “This is a desolate place, and the day is now over; send the crowds away to go into the villages and buy food for themselves.” 16 But Jesus said, “They need not go away; you give them something to eat.” 17 They said to him, “We have only five loaves here and two fish.” 18 And he said, “Bring them here to me.” 19 Then he ordered the crowds to sit down on the grass, and taking the five loaves and the two fish, he looked up to heaven and said a blessing. Then he broke the loaves and gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the crowds. 20 And they all ate and were satisfied. And they took up twelve baskets full of the broken pieces left over. 21 And those who ate were about five thousand men, besides women and children.



