LUTHERAN CHURCH
SUNDAY, AUGUST 2, 2026
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MATTHEW 14:20

Introduction

In today’s first reading God invites all who are hungry or thirsty to receive food and drink without cost.
Jesus feeds the hungry multitude and reveals the abundance of God. At the eucharistic table we
remember all who are hungry or poor in our world today. As we share the bread of life, we are sent forth

to give ourselves away as bread for the hungry.



GATHERING

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

PRELUDE
WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS

INVOCATION
We gather in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

(Please Stand)
GATHERING SONG GOD YOU’RE SO GOOD
CCLI #7105729

Brett Younker, Brooke Ligertwood et al
© 2018 KPS 1.0; sixsteps Music;
worshiptogether.com songs; SHOUT!
Music pub Austrailia

APOSTOLIC GREETING
The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be

with you all. And also with you.
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HYMN OF PRAISE PRAISE AND THANKSGIVING (ELW# 689)
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or - chard, hay from the mown fields, blos-som and wood.
with you, har - vest-ing, mill - ing for dai - ly  bread.
joic - ing with us, all oth - ers may know your care.
hun - ger; your love sus-tain - ing show-ers the land.

Text: Albert F. Bayly, 1901-1984, alt.
Music: BUNESSAN, Gaelic tune
Text © Oxford University Press. All rights reserved.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Glorious God, your generosity waters the world with goodness, and you cover creation with
abundance. Awaken in us a hunger for the food that satisfies both body and spirit, and with this
food fill all the starving world; through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

(Please be seated)

WORD

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE - VBS Volunteers

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION



FIRST READING ISAIAH 55:1-5

"Hear, everyone who thirsts; come to the waters; and you who have no money, come, buy

and eat! Come, buy wine and milk without money and without price.2 Why do you spend your
money for that which is not bread and your earnings for that which does not satisfy? Listen
carefully to me, and eat what is good, and delight yourselves in rich food. 2 Incline your ear, and
come to me; listen, so that you may live. | will make with you an everlasting covenant, my
steadfast, sure love for David. 4 See, | made him a witness to the peoples, a leader and
commander for the peoples. > Now you shall call nations that you do not know, and nations that do
not know you shall run to you, because of the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel, for he has
glorified you.

This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

PSALM 145:8-9, 14-21
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8The LORD is gracious and full of compassion, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.
9LORD, you are good to all, and your compassion is over all your works.

14The Lord upholds all those who fall and lifts up those who are bowed down.

5The eyes of all wait upon you, O LORD, and you give them their food in due season.
6You open wide your hand and satisfy the desire of every living thing.

7You are righteous in all your ways and loving in all your works.

8You are near to all who call upon you, to all who call upon you faithfully.

¥ You fulfill the desire of those who fear you; you hear their cry and save them.

20'You watch over all those who love you, but all the wicked you shall destroy.

21 My mouth shall speak the praise of the LORD; let all flesh bless God’s holy name
forever and ever.
(Please Stand)

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL MATTHEW 14:13-21
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew the 14th Chapter. Glory to You, O Lord.

3Now when Jesus heard [about the beheading of John the Baptist,] he withdrew from there in
a boat to a deserted place by himself. But when the crowds heard it, they followed him on foot
from the towns. *When he went ashore, he saw a great crowd, and he had compassion for them
and cured their sick. '®* When it was evening, the disciples came to him and said, “This is a
deserted place, and the hour is now late; send the crowds away so that they may go into the
villages and buy food for themselves.” 16 Jesus said to them, “They need not go away; you give
them something to eat.” '” They replied, “We have nothing here but five loaves and two
fish.” 18 And he said, “Bring them here to me.” ¥ Then he ordered the crowds to sit down on the
grass. Taking the five loaves and the two fish, he looked up to heaven and blessed and broke the
loaves and gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the crowds. 2° And all ate
and were filled, and they took up what was left over of the broken pieces, twelve baskets
full. 2" And those who ate were about five thousand men, besides women and children.

This is the Gospel of the Lord. Praise to You, O Christ

(Please be seated)

SERMON KAREN NGUYEN

(Please Stand)
HYMN OF THE DAY ANGUS DEI

CCLI#626713
Michael W. Smith
©1990 Sony/ATV Milene Music

OUR STATEMENT OF FAITH The Apostles’ Creed
| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is
seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

(Please be Seated)

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Each petition will end with “Merciful God,” and the response will be “Receive our prayer”

SHARING OF CHRIST’S PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

MEAL

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ



OFFERING

Thank you for your continued generosity in supporting the ongoing ministry of Bethel Lutheran
Church! In-person gifts may be placed in the offering plates, mailed to Bethel Evangelical
Lutheran Church (2077 N. Frederick Pike, Winchester, VA 22603), given online at
www.bethelwinchester.com or using the adjacent QR code.

MUSIC FOR REFLECTION

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE
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JESUS WORDS ABOUT COMMUNION

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast!

(Please be seated)



THE DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION
Welcome to the Lord’s Table!
Everyone, regardless of age and denomination, is invited to join us for Holy Communion. If you prefer a blessing, simply inform
the communion distributors. The ushers will direct your row when it is time to come forward.

You will receive the bread from the first Holy Communion distributor. You will pick up the cup of wine or juice from the tray held by
the second distributor. For those who need gluten free a pre-packaged gluten-free wafer and a cup of grape juice
is also available.
Once you have communed, you are invited to return to your seat for silent reflection or singing

LAMB OF GOD
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us peace.
COMMUNION HYMN ALL BELONG HERE
CCLH#7112307
Hanna Rand, Lenora Rand
©2017 Plural Guild Music
(Please stand)

COMMUNION BLESSING

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled with the
abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, may share your love
freely, as you have shared with us. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit
nourishing us now and forever. Amen.

SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world

BENEDICTION

Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, = one God, bless, heal, and hold you today and always.
Amen.




SENDING SONG GRAVES INTO GARDENS

CCLI#7138219

Elevation Worship & Brandon Lake

©2019 Brandon Lake Music;Maverick City
Publishing Worldwide,;Bethel Music Pub.

DISMISSAL
Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news! Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
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