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F IRST E VANGELICAL L UTHERAN C HURCH  

Third & Terry, Longmont, Colorado  
(303) 776 -2800 | www.firstluth.org 

Interim Pastor Stephanie Kopsch and Deacon Korra Looschen  

10th Sunday After Pentecost  
August 2, 2026 — 9:30 a.m.  

Welcome to worship, we are glad you are with us!  

GATHERING  
PRELUDE   

INTRODUCTION  
In today’s first reading God invites all who are hungry or thirsty to receive food and drink without cost. Jesus feeds the hu ngry 
multitude and reveals the abundance of God. At the eucharistic table we remember all who are hungry or poor in our world 
today. As we share the bread of life, we are sent forth to give ourselves away as bread for the hungry. 

WELCOME  

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.  

Blessed be the holy Trinity,  ☩ one God, whose compassion endures forever.  

Amen.  

Let us confess our sin to God.  

Silence is kept for reflection.  

Compassionate God,  

we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves. In your mercy, call us back to you. 
Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. Restore us to dwell in your peace. In Christ’s name we pray,  

Amen.  

Jesus says , “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest.”  In the name of God, 

Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven. Rest in God ’s love. 

Amen.  

GATHERING HYMN   “Break Now the Bread of Life ” ELW 515 

 

 

Ordinary Time  

http://www.firstluth.org/
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GREETING  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
And also,  with you.  

PRAYER OF THE DAY  
Let us pray.  

Glorious God, your generosity waters the world with goodness, and you cover creation with abundance. Awaken 
in us a hunger for the food that satisfies both body and spirit, and with this food fill all the starving world; through 
your Son, Jesus Christ, our  Savior and Lord.  

Amen  

ANTHEM   “Amazing Grace ” Randy Williams  
  Accompanied by Gary Elmquist  

READINGS  
Isaiah 55:1 -5 

God invites Israel to a great feast at which both food and drink are free. God also promises to make an everlasting covenant 
with all peoples, with promises that previously had been limited to Israel. As David was a witness to the nations, these nati ons 
shall now acknowledge the ways in which God has glorified Israel.  

 1 Hear, everyone who thirsts; come to the waters; and you who have no money, come, buy and eat! Come, buy wine and 
milk without money and without price. 2 Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread and your earnings for 
that which does not satisfy? Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good, and delight yourselves in rich food. 3 Incline your 
ear, and come to me; listen, so that you may live. I will make with you an everlasting covenant, my steadfast, sure love for 
David. 4 See, I made him a witness to the peoples, a leader and commander for the peoples. 5 Now you shall call nations that 
you do not know, and nations that do not know you shall run to you, because of the  Lord  your God, the Holy One of Israel, 
for he has glorified you.  

Word of God, word of life.  

Thanks be to God.  

Romans 9:1 -5 

This begins a new section in Paul’s letter in which he will deal with the place of Israel in God’s saving plan. He opens by 
highlighting how Israel’s heritage and legacy include being God’s children, having God’s covenants, being given God’s law, 
participa ting in worship of God, and receiving divine promises.  
1 I am speaking the truth in Christ —I am not lying; my conscience confirms it by the Holy Spirit —2 I have great sorrow and 
unceasing anguish in my heart. 3 For I could wish that I myself were accursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my own 
brothers and sisters, my own flesh and blood. 4 They are Israelites, and to them belong the adoption, the glory, the 
covenants, the giving of the law, the worship, and the promises; 5 to them belong the patriarchs, and from them, according 
to the flesh, comes the Christ, who is over all, God blessed forever. Amen.  

Word of God, word of life  

Thanks be to God  

CHILDREN’S  TIME   

Congregation: Please Rise for the Gospel Acclamation  
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 

GOSPEL  
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the 14th chapter beginning at the 13th verse. 

Glory to you, O Lord.  

Matthew 14:13-21 

After John the Baptist is murdered, Jesus desires a time of solitude. Still, his compassion for others will not allow him to dismiss 
those who need him, and he is moved to perform one of his greatest miracles.  

13 Now when Jesus heard [about the beheading of John the Baptist,] he withdrew from there in a boat to a deserted place by 
himself. But when the crowds heard it, they followed him on foot from the towns. 14 When he went ashore, he saw a great 
crowd, and he had compassion for them and cured their sick. 15 When it was evening, the disciples came to him and said, 
“This is a deserted place, and the hour is now late; send the crowds away so that they may go into the villages and buy food 
for themselves.” 16 Jesus said to them, “They need not go away; you give them something to eat.” 17 They replied, “We have 
nothing here but five loaves and two fish.” 18 And he said, “Bring them here to me.” 19 Then he ordered the crowds to sit down 
on the grass. Taking the five loaves and the two fish, he looked up to heaven and blessed and broke the loaves and gave 
them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the crowds. 20 And all ate and were filled, and they took up what was 
left over of the broken pieces, twelve baskets full. 21 And those who ate were about five thousand men, besides women and 
children.  

 
The Gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you, O Christ.  

SERMON  Pastor Stephanie Kopsch  

APOSTLE’S CREED  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our 
Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
died, and was buried; he d escended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is 
seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,  the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the 
life everlasting.   

Amen  

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  
Merciful God,  

receive our prayer.  



5 
 

PASSING OF THE PEACE  
The peace of the Lord be with you always.  

And also,  with you . 

MEAL  
OFFERTORY   

OFFERTORY PRAYER  

Let us pray.  

Loving God,  

we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take heart in you and share freely of your love, so that all 
creation can taste your abundance. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now and 
forever.  Amen.  

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING   Page 107

 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and praise...we praise yo ur 
name and join their unending hymn:  
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY  Page 108 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION  

THE LORD’S PRAYER  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptati on, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory 
forever and ever.   
Amen.  

COMMUNION  
All are welcome who come trusting in the gift of God’s presence in the Bread of Life and the Cup of Salvation, shared in this  
meal. “The body of Christ, broken for you”, and “the blood of Christ shed for you”, include the promise of the forgiveness of  sin, 
life and salvation in Christ Jesus our Lord. The ushers will invite you to come forward for communion. We invite everyone to 
receive communion if you so desire. The invitation to receive Holy Communion is from Christ Jesus; therefore “all are welcome ”. 
In  our serving communion trays, wine is darker red on the outside, and grape juice is the lighter color in the center. We serve 
only gluten -free bread prepared in a kitchen excluding wheat flour, to include everyone regardless of wheat -gluten 
sensitivities. Come, taste and see, that the Lord is good.  
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LA MB OF GOD  Page 112 

 

 

COMMUNION HYMNS   

 “Let Us Break Bread”  ELW 471  
 “As the Grains of Wheat” ELW 465  
 “Eat This Bread”  ELW 472  
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COMMUNION BLESSING  

POST -COMMUNION PRAYER  
Compassionate God,  

through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled with the abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, 
through this holy meal, may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. We ask this in the name of Jesus, 
through the Spirit nourishin g us now and forever.  

Amen.  

SENDING  
ANNOUNCEMENTS  

BLESSING  
Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, ☩ one God, bless, heal, and hold you today and always.  

Amen  

SENDING HYMN  “Praise and Thanksgiving ” ELW 689 

SENDING  
Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!  

Thanks be to God.  

POSTLUDE   
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Preacher/ Presider  Interim Pastor Stephanie Kopsch  

Worship Assistant  Deacon Korra Looschen  

Council Hosts:  Kayla Morelli  

John Gaddis  

Ushers:  Vicki Hergott  

John Osberg  

Reader:  Eric Doering  

Communion 
Assistants:  

Dwight Tilford  

Marilyn Williams  

Organist/Pianist:  Gary Elmquist  

Livestream Operator  Shane Chatfield  

Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version 
Bible, copyright 1989, by the Division of Christian Education of the 
National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA. Used by 
permission.  Text for the liturgy reprinted from the Sundays and 
Seasons, copyright 2023.  Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress 
license #SBL14236.  

Welcome to Worship!  

CHILDREN ARE WELCOME IN WORSHIP, and families can 
sit anywhere in the sanctuary, including the chapel near the 
front. 

A NURSERY is available downstairs across from the Choir 
Room for children under 5. Follow the signs.  

LARGE -PRINT BULLETINS & HYMNS are available from the 
ushers.  

ADDITIONAL PARKING is available in the Ahlberg Chapel 
parking lot, one -half block north of the church on Terry 
Street. 

RESTROOMS are located on the upper level of the church, 
along the hallway leading to the Big Room.  There are 
handicap accessible restrooms on the lower level near the 
elevator, and in the Big Room.  

WORSHIP SERVICES AND LIVE STREAMED AND 
RECORDED so that others may enjoy worship remotely. 
Please note that today’s worship service is audio and video 
recorded for online sharing and archival purposes.  

We love seeing you in worship!  

 

Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, by the Division of 
Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA. Used by permission.  Text for 
the liturgy reprinted from the Sundays and Seasons, copyright 2023.  Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress 
license #SBL14236.  

 


