
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday, August 2, 2026 

 

St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 

300 Queen Street 

Northumberland, PA  17857 

570-473-3770 

sjelc300@ptd.net 



 

WELCOME 

 

GATHERING 

 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 

Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, whose compassion endures 

forever. 

Amen. 

 

Let us confess our sin to God. 

 

Compassionate God, we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is 

heavy, and we cannot free ourselves. In your mercy, call us back to 

you. Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. Restore us to dwell in 

your peace. In Christ’s name we pray, 

Amen. 

 

Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy 

burdens, and I will give you rest.” In the name of God, Father, ☩ Son, and 

Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven. Rest in God’s love. 

Amen. 

 

GATHERING SONG   All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly      ELW 461 

                            

GREETING 

  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 

of the Holy Spirit be with you all.   

And also with you. 

 



 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

Glorious God, your generosity waters the world with goodness, and you 

cover creation with abundance. Awaken in us a hunger for the food that 

satisfies both body and spirit, and with this food fill all the starving world; 

through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

PSALM 145:8-9, 14-21                                             read responsively     

 

REFRAIN:  You open wide your hand and satisfy the desire of every 

living thing. (Ps. 145:16) 

 

 8 The Lord is gracious and full | of compassion, slow to anger and 

abounding in | steadfast love. 

 9 Lord, you are | good to all, and your compassion is over | all your 

works. R 

 14 The Lord upholds all | those who fall and lifts up those who | are 

bowed down. 

 15 The eyes of all wait upon | you, O Lord, and you give them their 

food | in due season. 

 16 You open | wide your hand and satisfy the desire of every | living 

thing. 

 17 You are righteous in | all your ways and loving in | all your 

works. R 

 18 You are near to all who | call upon you, to all who call upon you 

faithfully. 

 19 You fulfill the desire of | those who fear you; you hear their | cry 

and save them. 

 20 You watch over all | those who love you, but all the wicked you | shall 

destroy. 

 21 My mouth shall speak the praise | of the Lord; let all flesh bless 

God’s holy name forever and ever. R 



 

SECOND LESSON                                                Romans 9:1-5 

 

This begins a new section in Paul’s letter in which he will deal with the 

place of Israel in God’s saving plan. He opens by highlighting how Israel’s 

heritage and legacy include being God’s children, having God’s 

covenants, being given God’s law, participating in worship of God, and 

receiving divine promises. 

 
1 I am speaking the truth in Christ—I am not lying; my conscience 

confirms it by the Holy Spirit—2 I have great sorrow and unceasing 

anguish in my heart. 3 For I could wish that I myself were accursed and cut 

off from Christ for the sake of my own brothers and sisters, my own flesh 

and blood. 4 They are Israelites, and to them belong the adoption, the 

glory, the covenants, the giving of the law, the worship, and the 

promises; 5 to them belong the patriarchs, and from them, according to the 

flesh, comes the Christ, who is over all, God blessed forever. Amen. 

 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God.  

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

Alleluia. One does not live by | bread alone,* but by every word that 

comes from the | mouth of God. Alleluia. (Matt. 4:4) 

 

GOSPEL                                                            Matthew 14:13-21 

 

The holy gospel according to Matthew. 

Glory to you, O Lord.     

 

After John the Baptist is murdered, Jesus desires a time of solitude. Still, 

his compassion for others will not allow him to dismiss those who need 

him, and he is moved to perform one of his greatest miracles. 



13 Now when Jesus heard [about the beheading of John the Baptist,] he 

withdrew from there in a boat to a deserted place by himself. But when the 

crowds heard it, they followed him on foot from the towns. 14 When he 

went ashore, he saw a great crowd, and he had compassion for them and 

cured their sick. 15 When it was evening, the disciples came to him and 

said, “This is a deserted place, and the hour is now late; send the crowds 

away so that they may go into the villages and buy food for 

themselves.” 16 Jesus said to them, “They need not go away; you give them 

something to eat.” 17 They replied, “We have nothing here but five loaves 

and two fish.” 18 And he said, “Bring them here to me.” 19 Then he ordered 

the crowds to sit down on the grass. Taking the five loaves and the two 

fish, he looked up to heaven and blessed and broke the loaves and gave 

them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the crowds. 20 And all 

ate and were filled, and they took up what was left over of the broken 

pieces, twelve baskets full. 21 And those who ate were about five thousand 

men, besides women and children. 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ.     

 

TIME WITH THE CHILDREN 

 

SERMON 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY    

                   Loaves Were Broken, Words Were Spoken        ACS 966     

   

APOSTLES CREED 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was 

conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under 

Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to 

the dead.* On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 



he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge 

the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic 

church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

              

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

 

With bold trust in God’s unfailing provision, we pray for the church, those 

in need, and all of God’s creation. 

A brief silence. 

 

For your church in every place, that it satisfies those who hunger for your 

word. Bless the ministry of readers, translators, Bible study leaders, and 

writers, that God’s word is broken open and shared with all. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

 

For your wondrous creation and all the bounty it provides, that your 

creatures are fed and nourished. Bless the work of farmers, farmworkers, 

those who fish, and all whose labor brings your abundance to our tables. 

Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

 

For your children in every nation, that they learn to love justice and live in 

harmony. As this week we remember the atomic bombings of Hiroshima 

and Nagasaki, keep us mindful of the horrors of war; draw our hearts 

instead toward your reign of love, hope, and peace. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

 

For all who cry out with great sorrow and unceasing anguish, that they are 

comforted. Feed all who struggle with food insecurity; have mercy on all 

who are suffering in body, mind, and spirit (especially). Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

 

For this congregation, that it bears faithful witness to the abundance and 

joy of life in you. Bless all your faithful people gathered here, that they 



may become blessings for this community. Merciful God, receive our 

prayer. 

 

With thanksgiving for the faithful who now rest in your mercy, that their 

witness continues to inspire the church. By their example, may we trust 

your promises in life and in death. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have promised. All this we 

ask in the name of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

PEACE 

 

The peace of Christ be with you always.      And also with you.  

 

                  You may share a sign of peace with your neighbor.  

MEAL 

 

OFFERING 

 

Thank you for your continued support with your offering.  Offering may be 

placed in the offering plate on the table in the rear of the sanctuary, by 

mail or our on-line giving.   

   

OFFERTORY HYMN 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

 

Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take 

heart in you and share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste 

your abundance. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit 

abiding with us now and forever.  Amen. 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

DIALOGUE  

 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

PREFACE 

 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in 

all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 



through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the 

grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting 

life.   And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and 

the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY     

  

                                                                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

 

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the 

sick and suffering, who preached good news to the poor, and who, on the 

cross, opened his arms to all. 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 

thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is 

my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 



Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 

drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and 

for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of 

me. 

 

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await 

his coming in glory. Pour out your Holy Spirit, that by this Holy 

Communion we may know the unity we share with all your people 

in the body of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, now and forever.  Amen 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day 

our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver  

us from evil.   For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

 

Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast! 

 

The assembly may be seated. Communion will be served at the altar rail.   

Wine or grape juice is available. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

 



Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are 

filled with the abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this 

holy meal, may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. 

We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit nourishing us now and 

forever. 

Amen. 

 

SENDING 

 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 

BLESSING 

 

Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, ☩ one God, bless, heal, and hold you 

today and always. 

Amen. 

 

SENDING SONG       Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ     ELW 674 

                       

DISMISSAL 

 

We go now to be a light in our community, to make Christ known to all 

through nourishing, serving, and faith.  Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Pastor       Director of Music 

Rev. Karla S. Leiby     William Jacavage 

 

Greeter       Lector  

Trish Long      Ann Thieman 

 

Acolyte       Communion Assistant 

Ryan Billman      Brenda and David Herbert 

 



This month’s special pink envelope is designated for the Shikellamy 

Backpack Food Program. 
 

Blessing of School Backpacks will be held on Sunday, August 23rd.  All 

students, young and older, are asked to bring their backpacks to church 

that day to receive a special blessing for the upcoming school year. 
 

WELCA is collecting items for school kits for Lutheran World Relief.  

There are many back-to-school sales going on right now.   Items can be 

dropped off at the church office or on the table in the rear of the sanctuary 

no later than Sunday, September 20th.   Please only get the specific 

items listed. 
~ Four 70-sheet notebooks of wide or college ruled paper, approximately 

8x10 ½ no loose-leaf paper 

~One blunt scissors (safety scissors with embedded steel blades  

   work well) 

~Ballpoint pens (no gel ink) 

~One box of 16 or 24 crayons 

 

Pastor Karla will be at Camp Mount Luther today through August 4th. 
 

Pastor will be away at Gettysburg for Continuing Education August 10th-

15th.   
 

Beginning August 28th-September 7th, Pastor Karla will be on vacation.  

Pastor Joel Zeiders will preside at worship on August 30th, and Pastor Ann 

Zimmerman will preside on September 6th. Pastor Ann Zimmerman will 

be covering for pastoral emergencies. 
 

PRAYERS:  Louise Hilkert; Cheryl Glavis; Stephen Stadnecke; Doug 

Manning, Josie Crebs; Tionie Gautsch;  Pastor Gary Schaffer; Becky 

Weller, Marty Rafter  
 

HOMEBOUND and CONTINUED PRAYERS: Barb Eisley; Jason 

Gulden; Helen Snyder; June Diehl; Nevin Brungard; Nancy Hendricks; 

Betty Yerg; Jane Ressler; Bill Wagner; David Bartholomew; Marti Row 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 


