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Welcome to Saint Paul!  
We are happy to have you here! 

 

How to know when to stand, sit, or speak 
Whenever you see an asterisk (*) at a heading, you are invited to stand as you are able. 

You are not required to stand, so if, for health or emotional reasons you cannot or do 

not wish to stand, that is okay.  You are invited to speak the words printed in bold type. 
 

How to sing hymns in harmony 
To save space in printing the bulletin, we usually limit what is printed to the melody. If 

you’d like to sing in harmony, the hymn numbers are listed in our bulletin so you can 

open the red books in the pews (called ELWs).  
 

We are an Open Communion Congregation 
This means that any Christian who has received the Sacrament of Holy Baptism is invited 

to receive Holy Communion.  
 

How to financially support us 
Offerings can be made online at stpaulpgm.org/give, mailed to St. Paul Lutheran 

Church, PO Box 200, Pine Grove Mills, PA 16868, placed in the mail slot (outside 

door to Pastor Paul’s office), or in the offering plate located in the lobby/narthex 

near the entrance of the sanctuary. 

 

A note on Communion Wafers 
To topple barriers that prevent participation in worship, we want to make it 

possible for individuals with Celiac Disease or gluten intolerance to be able to 

eat the Body of our Lord. Our default wafers are made by Parish Crossroads 

and are known as “Low Gluten Wafers” because they contain trace amounts of 

gluten. However, the wafers are tested at least once a year for how much 

gluten is in them. Since 2020, the wafers have routinely tested to contain 

15ppm gluten or less (The US FDA defines most food products with 20ppm or less as “gluten 

free”). Use the QR Code and look for the link that gives the most recent test results. 

If you still have concerns, we have some truly gluten-free wafers available upon request.  

 

 

http://stpaulpgm.org/give
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Gathering 
The Gathering for worship began when you started readying yourself for worship 

 

An Introduction to the day 
God invites everyone who is hungry or thirsty to eat and drink without cost. Jesus takes five loaves 

and two fish and reveals just how far God’s abundance stretches. At this table, we remember 

everyone in our world still going hungry today. As you share the bread of life, you are also sent out 

to become bread for someone else’s hunger. 

 

Prelude – Out of consideration for our musicians, please refrain from talking during the prelude. 

 
 

*Confession and forgiveness 
P: In the name of the Father, and of the ☩Son, and of the Holy Spirit. A: Amen. 
 

 

P: Let us confess our sin, in the presence of God and of one another.  
 

P Compassionate God, A: we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy, and 

we cannot free ourselves. In your mercy, call us back to you. Your yoke is easy and 
your burden is light. Restore us to dwell in your peace. In Christ’s name we pray, 
Amen. 
 

P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 

forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by 

his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the 

name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. A: Amen. 
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*Gathering Hymn “Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness” (ELW 843) 

 

 

 

 
 

*GREETING 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all.  A: And also with you.  
 

*Prayer of the Day 
P: Let us pray. Glorious God, your generosity waters the world with goodness, and you 

cover creation with abundance. Awaken in us a hunger for the food that satisfies both 

body and spirit, and with this food fill all the starving world; through your Son, Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord. A: Amen. 
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Word 
First Reading: Isaiah 55:1-5 
This passage, with its invitation and promise, is reminiscent of the songs of Wisdom (personified as a 

powerful woman) in Proverbs. It was originally addressed to those returning from exile in Babylon, 

assuring them of their continuing place in God’s mission to the whole world. 
 

1 Hear, everyone who thirsts; come to the waters; and you who have no money, come, 

buy and eat! Come, buy wine and milk without money and without price. 2 Why do you 

spend your money for that which is not bread and your earnings for that which does not 

satisfy? Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good, and delight yourselves in rich food. 3 

Incline your ear, and come to me; listen, so that you may live. I will make with you an 

everlasting covenant, my steadfast, sure love for David. 4 See, I made him a witness to 

the peoples, a leader and commander for the peoples. 5 Now you shall call nations that 

you do not know, and nations that do not know you shall run to you, because of the 

Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel, for he has glorified you. 

                                  L: The word of the Lord. A: Thanks be to God.  
 

Psalm 145:7-9, 14-21                     sung to Hyfrydol (ELW 392) 
Like the first reading, this psalm proclaims the goodness and dependability of God. 
7 Grand the mem’ry of Your goodness—righteousness shown from above. 
8 How the Lord gives grace and mercy—slow to anger, rich in love. 
9 I’ll declare the Lord’s great mercies over all His works displayed; 

For the Lord is good and gracious, good to all that He has made. 
 

14 Praise the Lord—His loving care upholds and lifts up all who fall. 

Quickly He will come to rescue all bowed down who on Him call. 
15 Raising up those who are bowed down; giving food in proper time; 

So the eyes of all look to You, and Your providence they find. 
 

16 The desire of every creature You provide from Your own hand; 

Unto all You give so freely; fill their need on sea or land. 
17 Very righteous is the Lord, and loving, too, in all His ways. 
18 We know that He’s near to all who call on Him in truth and praise. 
 

19 He fulfills the needs of all who fear Him, and He hears their cry. 
20 eXtol the Lord’s name—He watches o’er them from His throne on high. 

You who love Him, He’ll keep ever; but the wicked He’ll destroy. 
21 Zealous for His praise, I’ll speak—let all flesh praise His name with joy! 
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Second Reading: Romans 9:1-5 
Until mid-September, we’ll be reading most of the book of Romans straight through. In the argument so 

far, Paul has asserted that, while both Jews and Gentiles are saved by grace, the special relationship 

between God and the chosen people remains. Now, he provides a radical version of his willingness to 

“be all things to all people,” that he might by all means save some. 
 

1 I am speaking the truth in Christ—I am not lying; my conscience confirms it by the Holy 

Spirit—2 I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart. 3 For I could wish that I 

myself were accursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my own brothers and 

sisters, my own flesh and blood. 4 They are Israelites, and to them belong the adoption, 

the glory, the covenants, the giving of the law, the worship, and the promises; 5 to them 

belong the patriarchs, and from them, according to the flesh, comes the Christ, who is 

over all, God blessed forever. Amen. 

                    L: The word of the Lord.  A: Thanks be to God.  

*Gospel Acclamation 

 
       One does not live by | bread alone,*  

but by every word that comes from the | mouth of God.  

 

*Gospel Reading: Matthew 14:13-21 
Jesus has just been rejected by his home town and has heard of the execution of John the Baptist. 

In today’s reading, his attempt to go off by himself (a failure, like almost every other such attempt) 

is followed by the only miracle reported in all four Gospels. 

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 14th chapter. A: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

13 Now when Jesus heard [about the beheading of John the Baptist,] he withdrew from 

there in a boat to a deserted place by himself. But when the crowds heard it, they 

followed him on foot from the towns. 14 When he went ashore, he saw a great crowd, 

and he had compassion for them and cured their sick. 15 When it was evening, the 
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disciples came to him and said, “This is a deserted place, and the hour is now late; send 

the crowds away so that they may go into the villages and buy food for themselves.” 16 

Jesus said to them, “They need not go away; you give them something to eat.” 17 They 

replied, “We have nothing here but five loaves and two fish.” 18 And he said, “Bring them 

here to me.” 19 Then he ordered the crowds to sit down on the grass. Taking the five 

loaves and the two fish, he looked up to heaven and blessed and broke the loaves and 

gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the crowds. 20 And all ate and 

were filled, and they took up what was left over of the broken pieces, twelve baskets full. 
21 And those who ate were about five thousand men, besides women and children. 

         P: The gospel of the Lord. A: Praise to you, O Christ.  
 

Sermon 
 

*HYMN of the Day: “The Rice of Life”   (ACS 965) 

 

 

 

 
 

*Invitation to Baptism 
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*Apostles’ Creed 

A: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

. 

*Prayers of Intercession 
 

With bold trust in God’s unfailing provision, we pray for the church, those in need, and all 

of God’s creation. 

A brief silence. 

For your church in every place, that it satisfies those who hunger for your word. Bless 

the ministry of readers, translators, Bible study leaders, and writers, that God’s word is 

broken open and shared with all. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

For your wondrous creation and all the bounty it provides, that your creatures are fed 

and nourished. Bless the work of farmers, farmworkers, those who fish, and all whose 

labor brings your abundance to our tables; and bless the land entrusted to our care. 

Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

For your children in every nation, that they learn to love justice and live in harmony. As 

this week we remember the atomic bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, keep us 

mindful of the horrors of war; draw our hearts instead toward your reign of love, hope, 

and peace. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

For all who cry out with great sorrow and unceasing anguish, that they are comforted. 

Feed all who struggle with food insecurity; have mercy on all who are suffering in body, 

mind, and spirit (especially). Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
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For this congregation, that it bears faithful witness to the abundance and joy of life in 

you. Bless all your faithful people gathered here, that they may become blessings for this 

community. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 

With thanksgiving for the faithful who now rest in your mercy, that their witness 

continues to inspire the church. By their example, may we trust your promises in life and 

in death; and for the riches of faith and hope which came before us in your saints Leroy 

Dreibelbis, Leo Ray McGinnis Senior, Sylvia Beverly Burruano, and Fred Ferguson we give 

you thanks. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have promised. All this we ask in the 

name of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

*Peace 
P: The peace of Christ be with you always.  A: And also with you.  
 

 

Meal 
Offering 
 
 

Musical Offering 
 

*Offertory 
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*Offering Prayer 
L: Let us pray: Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take 

heart in you and share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your abundance. 

We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. 

. A: Amen. 
 

*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

* DIALOGUE 

 

 
 

*PREFACE  
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; 

who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened 

to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on 

earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

*Sanctus  
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*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

P: Holy God, our Maker, Redeemer, and Healer, in the world of your creation, 

you wove all things together in life and praise. 

When sin had broke what you had made, you sent your Son to heal our wounds 

and gather us again into one. 

In the night in which he was handed over, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

We proclaim the mystery of our faith: 
A: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.  

Remembering, therefore, his acts of healing, 

his body given up, and his victory over death, 

we await that day when all the peoples of the earth 

will come to the river to enjoy the tree of life. 
A: Amen! Come, Lord Jesus. 

Send your Spirit upon us and this meal: 

as grains scattered on the hillside become one bread, 

so let your Church be gathered from the ends of the earth, 

that all may be fed with the Bread of life, your Son. 
A: Amen! Come, Holy Spirit! 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, 

Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 

in your holy Church, both now and forever.    A: Amen 



12 
 

*Lord’s Prayer 
P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those  

who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom,  
and the power, and the glory,  
forever and ever. Amen. 

Our Father in heaven,  
hallowed be your name,  
your kingdom come, 
your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins,  
as we forgive those  

who sin against us. 
Lead us not into time of trial,  
but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power,  
and the glory are yours 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P: Heaven has come near.  Come, share in the feast! 

*Lamb of God  

 

 
 

Communion  
P: The body of Christ, given for you. L: The blood of Christ, shed for you.  A: Amen.   
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Communion Hymn: “Come, Let Us Eat” (ELW 491) 

 
*Post-Communion Blessing  
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you, body, 

mind, and soul, now, and unto eternal life. A: Amen. 
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*Post-Communion Canticle – Nunc Dimittis (Now, Lord) 

 

 
 

*Post-Communion Prayer 
L: Let us pray. Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are 

filled with the abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, 

may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. We ask this in the name of Jesus, 

through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. . A: Amen. 
 

Sending 
*Sending of communion 
P: Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the angel 

to feed Elijah with heavenly bread, assist those who set forth to share your word and 

sacrament with those who are sick, homebound, and imprisoned. In your love and care, 

nourish and strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the 

comfort of your abiding presence through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, 

our Lord.    A: Amen. 
 

 

Announcements 
You may be seated.  

*Charge to the People 
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*Blessing 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. The 

Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. In the name of the Father, and the Son, ☩ 

and the Holy Spirit.  A: Amen. 
 

*Sending hymn: “Hallelujah! We Sing Your Praises” (ELW 535) 
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*Dismissal  
L: Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news! 
A: Thanks be to God. 
 
 

Postlude 
 

Reflections for After Worship 
Overview 

Abundance from Scraps 

Jesus is able to feed us abundantly, even with scraps. He meets earthly needs by feeding 

the crowds and continues now to offer himself as holy meal, freely given to all, no matter 

their income or rank in society. Advertisers have trained us that what’s proclaimed as 

“free” usually isn’t. More often, it’s a ploy to get our money for some other, larger, 

purchase. Today we are invited to trust and receive Jesus’ free gift of love without 

mistrusting that he’s got some scheme up his sleeve. 

It can be hard to relax and trust God to take care of us and nourish us with the 

mere scraps we often see around us. We panic and take matters into our own hands 

instead of trusting. We experience that crushing sense of responsibility, not just to 

ourselves, but to our children or parents or other loved ones to keep them fed and 

clothed and healthy. Trusting as the crowd did that day seems completely foreign to 

those of us living in North America, abundant in resources. 

With food freely given, with quantity enough to feed only a few, Jesus makes this 

miracle, and there are leftovers to clean up. But for most of us, belief comes slowly and 

warily when we’ve been burned by experience: How will there be enough for all of us, 

when we’ve been the last one at the lunch line, the late arrival at the party, and 

everything’s gone? What if we see people in the crowd we don’t want fed and jostle our 

way to the head of the line to get first choice? Will it be fair? Trusting that our daily bread 

and even our very lives are in God’s hands is hard to do as we grow older and are 

burdened by responsibility, but God has compassion for every member of the crowd, 

and we are blessed and invited to be joyful recipients of that generosity. 
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Comments from the Cloud of Witnesses 
Eternal Goodness, I shall contemplate myself in you. 

By this light I shall come to know that you, eternal Trinity, 

are table and food and waiter for us. 

You, eternal Father, are the table that offers us as food, 

the Lamb, your only-begotten Son. 

He is the most exquisite of foods for us, 

both in his teaching, which nourishes us in your will, 

and in the sacrament that we receive in Holy Communion, 

which feeds and strengthens us while we are pilgrim travelers in this life. 

And the Holy Spirit is indeed a waiter for us, 

who serves us this teaching by enlightening our mind’s eye with it 

and inspiring us to follow it, 

and who serves us charity for our neighbors 

and the salvation of the whole world for the Father’s honor. 

 

—Catherine of Siena  [The Prayers of Catherine of Siena, ed. Suzanne Noffke OP (NY: Paulist, 1983), 101-102.] 

 

Upcoming Commemorations 
August 5: Leroy Dreibelbis, † 2025 
 

August 6: Leo Ray McGinnis, Senior, † 2001 
 

August 7: Sylvia Beverly Burruano, † 2003 
 

August 8: Frederick “Fred” Ferguson, † 2024; Dominic, founder of 
the Order of Preachers (Dominicans), † 1221 

Dominic was a Spanish priest who saw the wealth of the clergy as a stumbling block for 

the church. He formed the Order of Preachers, commonly called Dominicans, devoted to 

itinerant preaching and living in poverty. 
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GOSPEL MESSAGE 
True Abundance 

In our gospel reading, Jesus hears about John the Baptizer’s death and wants to 

be alone, to withdraw “to a deserted place” (Matthew 14:13). But the crowds 

follow him, the disciples follow him, and it seems everyone wants something 

from him. Jesus’ response is compassionate, and he meets their needs, healing 

those who were sick. Then evening falls, and the disciples come to him with a 

request: “You’ve healed everyone. Now send them home. They can buy food in 

the villages for themselves.” 

Some compassion is needed here for the disciples too. With the twelve of 

them plus Jesus, there are at least thirteen people to feed with what they have—

just five loaves and two fish. That’s not enough even for them. 

So Jesus does this miracle—he takes what he is given and multiplies it so 

everyone has something to eat, and there are twelve baskets left over. (Twelve 

baskets means one for each disciple to carry and then realize that true 

abundance comes from Jesus!) 

The miracle fed the people, but it also taught the disciples that, with Jesus, 

there is always compassion and always enough to share. After feeding the 

thousands, each disciple now had a basket full of food. By sharing what they had, 

through Jesus they received back more than they had to begin with. 

This is the true message of Matthew’s text today: God gives us what we 

need, we share what we have with others, and in the end, we are given more 

than we could ever imagine. This is loving the neighbor. This is being God’s grace 

in the world. At no time is sending people away God’s answer. Jesus taught his 

disciples this important lesson, and we continue to learn and struggle with it 

today. 
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From: Faithful Property Stewardship -  
A Bible Study from the ELCA Church Property Resource Hub – (Session 1) 

We believe in a God who is always doing a new thing, who can bring even dry 

bones to life. God invites us to imagine how our hands — and our assets — can 

do God’s work in our communities. Our congregation’s land and buildings are 

resources that we can use to live out God’s call for our church, but it’s not easy. 

Maintenance is expensive. Congregation membership is shrinking. The offering 

plate and annual pledges don’t always cover our expenses. Our neighbors may 

not value our church. Yet we know that the Holy Spirit is moving.  

The ELCA and our sibling denominations are being challenged to look at 

church property with new eyes and get creative about how we use, manage and 

finance our land and buildings. Congregations across the United States are 

experimenting with new models of stewardship, transforming not only their 

property but their congregations and neighborhoods. This study invites us into 

conversation about how our facilities might still facilitate the work of God.  

 

Let us pray: Loving Creator, you call on your people to think beyond obstacles 

and restrictions, beyond history and tradition, beyond “how it’s always been.” 

Help us be faithful disciples who dream as big as you do. We give thanks for the 

land and buildings that you have charged us with, and remind us that they are 

not ours, but yours. Be with each of us as we open our imaginations about what 

these resources can be used for. We give thanks for all the people who have 

called this land home, all who have stewarded it in honor of our shared Creator. 

May we also be good and faithful stewards. May our thoughts and words be 

honest, insightful, and faithful. We give thanks for each other as siblings in Christ, 

help us to strengthen each other in all that we say and do. Amen.  
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Worship Leader………………………………………………………………………………………………………Pastor Paul Tomkiel 

Assisting Minister………………………………………………………………………………………………………………Eleanor Bird 

Musicians………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… Jacob Heller 

Sacristan………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. Karen Magnuson 

Reader……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… Karen Magnuson 

 

About St. Paul 
Purpose 

We are a beacon, boldly sharing the light of Jesus’ grace and love. 
 

Mission 
Guided by Jesus, we strengthen faith, deepen compassion, extend generosity,  

and serve community. 
 

Core Values 

Faith  Compassion  Generosity  Community 

Our Bible Verses 
As Paul was going along and approaching Damascus, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. 

[Jesus said,] ‘Paul is an instrument whom I have chosen to bring my name before the nations.’– Acts 9:3,15 
 

Land Acknowledgement  
St. Paul is located on the original and ancestral homelands of the Conestoga-Susquehannock people, where 

we gather. We also acknowledge the Seneca, Cayuga, Lenne Lenape, as well as all of our Indigenous siblings 

who have and continue to care for this place – this land – and call it their home. 

Find out more about the Conestoga-Susquehannock at www.conestogasusquehannocktribe.com  
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