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“How a Hen Cares for Her Chicks”
                      Luke 13:31-35
						
As Jesus journeyed to Jerusalem during the last weeks of His life, He prepared His disciples for ministry and taught the crowds about the kingdom of God. Just as He was finishing His teaching about heaven’s narrow door, a brood of Pharisees approached Him with the warning, “Get away from here, for Herod wants to kill You.” On the surface, this advice seems compassionate but remember who the Pharisees were. They were the religious leaders who hated Jesus because His teachings, miracles, and popularity threatened their authority. Even though their words appear to have Jesus’ best interest in mind, they were really using this as a threat to scare Jesus.

This was a clever ploy on their part to rid themselves of Jesus and His calls for repentance without doing anything that would place culpability at their feet. But the Pharisees did not understand who they were dealing with! No obstacle could delay Him, no enemy could scare Him, no threat could defeat Him. His mission was more important than life itself. With unwavering courage, He was determined to do the work His Father called Him to do. Jesus knew what awaited him in Jerusalem. And as He pondered it, sorrow welled up in His soul and He whispered the words, “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to it.” 

The emotion and pain of His declaration come from acknowledging Jerusalem’s reputation for rejecting and murdering prophets. Of all the cities, Jerusalem, because of its privileged position in Israelite history, should have recognized God’s Messenger, but they were blinded by selfish ambition. Jesus speaks in the first person for God, as is typical of a prophet, and explained how He longed to care for and protect Jerusalem as “a hen cares for her chicks.” 

My mission’s professor in seminary, Jay Moon, served as a missionary to Ghana from 1992-2001. He told this story in class of how that image of a hen protecting her chicks opened a man’s eyes to God’s grace and love.

There was a particular man in the village who raised chickens; it was his family business. Another aspect of his family business was as a witch doctor who practiced voodoo. Whenever Jay would lead chapel services in the village, this man was there, not to listen but to mock. One night Jay preached a sermon on Luke 13 and the illustration of the hen and chicks. The voodoo chicken farmer mocked Jay as he always did. But that night a lightning strike caused a massive fire throughout the village, and most of the huts, farms and livestock were lost. 

Jay tells of how this impacted this man who had mocked him the night before. This man hit rock bottom; everything he owned was destroyed. He walked through the burnt carcasses of the chickens. Distraught, he kicked one of the crispy critters. It was then that he heard the peeping of the chicks who were safe beneath their mother’s protective wings. 						(Continued on page 2)
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God softened this man’s heart as he remembered hearing, “How often I desire to gather your children together as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings.” This man gave his life to Christ on the spot.

Is there a more tender image than this? Jesus yearned to gather all the lost and broken people into His loving arms. While there was many who came to recognize Jesus as Messiah, tragically many more did not receive Jesus. One of the consequences of rejecting God’s will is that people get what they ask for. In this case, “the house” which represents the city of Jerusalem, would be forsaken. This consequence eventually came to pass when Jerusalem was demolished by the Romans in A.D. 70. 

What happened to Jerusalem can happen to any nation, city, church, or individual who refuses to find safety in Christ. Jesus always extends His tender wings and offers us salvation, but many people today, just like the city of Jerusalem, reject Him. People reject Him for all sorts of reasons. Some believe that they can get to heaven their own way, by being a good person. Others reject Him because they are skeptics; refusing to believe in anything they cannot see with their own eyes. But in my experience, the primary reason why people reject Jesus is because of pride. People wanted to live their lives their own way, and they did not want God or anyone else telling them what they could and could not do. They were simply not willing to repent—they would rather wallow in their sin than take the Savior’s offer of salvation!

So, what about you? Are you willing to repent from your sin and embrace salvation and the sheltering tender wings of the Savior? Are you willing to commit your life to the One who stretched out His hands and hung on the tree for you? 

Pastor Joel






[image: ]

	
	
	



Up Coming Messages


March 1
      2nd Sunday in Lent
      Bad Boy of Easter: Caiaphas
Matthew 26:57-68

March 8, 2026
3rd Sunday in Lent
Bad Boy of Easter: Pilate
John 18:28-38

March 15, 2026
4th Sunday in Lent
Bad Boy of Easter: Barabbas
Luke 23:17-25

March 22, 2026 
5th Sunday in Lent
Bad Boy of Easter:             Criminal on the Cross
Luke 23:32-43

March 29, 2026
Palm Sunday
Matthew 21:1-11
Then Came Jesus

Up Coming Messages
April 5, 2026
Easter Sunday
John 20:1-18
      Who Are You Looking For?

New Sermon Series:
Prayer That Makes a Difference

April 12, 2026
Second Sunday of Easter
Mark 9:14-29
Purpose of Prayer?

April 19, 2026
Third Sunday of Easter
Luke 22:39-46
Effective Prayer

April 26, 2026
Fourth Sunday of Easter
Mark 11:12-14, 20-25
      Prayer that Moves Mountains
February 2026
TEKAMAH
3 – John Wilson
5 – Donna Mock
7 – Brent Ahrens
8 – Beth Weatherly
8 – Holly Loftis
9 – Jennifer Mills
14 - Roger Timperley
14 - Cailyn Magill
16 – Blair Magill
16 – Nik Beninato
16 – Gary Grove
17 – Martha Harmon
17 – Kane Warren
18 - Parke Loftis
25 – Jeffery Ball
27 – Jennifer Haverkamp    
        Peterson
28 – Tom Melcher
 
DECATUR
2 – Peggy Smith
14 – Jennie Hardeman


Meals on Wheels:
Decatur: 
February 9-13

Tekamah: 
March 2-6
Something to Ponder:
If you only SAMPLE the Bible… you will never ACQUIRE a taste for it. 
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Calendar of Events:
March 2026


Mondays at 2pm – Tekamah Bible Study.
Wednesdays at 1:00pm – Decatur Bible Study at the Sear’s Center.
March 1 – Tekamah Food Pantry Sunday. 
March 4 – 10:30am – THDCCC Meeting at Presbyterian church in Tekamah.
March 4 – Decatur YUM’s at 5:30pm & Board Meeting at 6:00pm.
March 8 – 11:00am – 2:00pm – Decatur UMC Soup FUNDRAISER 
March 11 – Tekamah Trustees at 6:00pm & Board Meeting at 6:30pm.
March 17 – SPPRC Meeting at Decatur UMC. 
February 18 & 25 – Tekamah Confirmation Class at 5:15pm. 
February 26 – Nursing Home Service at 10:30am.
February 27 – Year End Stats Reporting Due.
March 14 – Decatur UMC Corned beef and Cabbage Fundraiser starting at 4pm.
Holy Week:
April 2 – 7:00pm – Seder Service at Tekamah UMC.
April 3 – 7:00pm – Good Friday Tenebrae Service at Decatur UMC. 
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	Need Prayer or Pastoral Visit

Call or Text Pastor Joel
(402) 670-4688

Email: jplisek@greatplainsumc.org

Decatur Ongoing Prayer List
Leanne Brockway        	Leonard Hansen
LeAnn Richards           	Darla Mohr     
Connie Morgan            	Skip Farrens
Marty Slaughter           	Don Drummond  
Phil Schroder	Marilyn Schroder                 
Laurie Brokow (cousin of Jean Morgan)    

Decatur Home Bound & Care Center Friends
Norma Williams 		Darlene Smith	
Barbara Bates	       	        Lynn & Karen Farrens                Ethelyn Brewer		Helen Tippery 	
Ed Maslonka	       	           Georgeann Dunning

Tekamah Ongoing Prayer List
Haley Deemer			Bob Paul	
Rose Johnson         		Laurie Elliott	
Trenton Elliott 			Barb Ray 	
Cindy Dahl	       		Cari Brodersen    
Janet Orton	     		JoEllen Davis	
Maddie Mayberry 		Susan Sanders	
Lois Weatherly      		Lori Titus
Mary Dallmann 		Finley Smith	
Nathaniel (grandson of Mary Brodersen)
Kim (daughter of Pat Crabb)                 
Linda (sister of Donna Gatzemeyer)

Tekamah Home Bound & Care Center Friends
Eva McClusky			Mary Benne
Donna Palmer	  		Irene Marhenke              Yvonne Anderson		Bob Clements	   Van Newell			Carol Brummond                        Donna Mock			Joan Schuler	
Susan Method					



	
	You can easily change the formatting of selected text in the document text by choosing a look for the selected text from the Styles gallery on the Home tab.
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  Check us out   on Social Media:   Facebook :   Tekamah Decatur M ethodist   P arish     Website:   www.tekamahdecaturumcparish.org     New Worship Services posted Sunday’s at 5pm.  
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