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	April 2026

	“Empty Tomb and Our First Fruits”
I Corinthians 15:12-22

Happy Easter! Most of us celebrate Easter in many different places. But we are not gathered to watch the rising of the sun, S-U-N, but to celebrate the rising of the Son, S-O-N. The sun, S-U-N, rises every day of the year; on Easter we celebrate because the S-O-N has risen. The Son of God, who was dead, but who burst the bonds of death— the Son of God, who rose only once, but whom Paul describes as “the first fruits of those who are asleep” (1 Corinthians 15:20).

That term, “first fruits” is interesting. We do not use that phrase today. Let us think about what it means. In Biblical times, people could not fly in fresh fruits and vegetables from California. They had to wait until the season came for fruit to grow. When summer came and fruit began to ripen, it was a happy event. People had waited many months—nearly a year—for the first fruits of the season. Imagine their delight as they were able to eat fresh ripe tomatoes, instead of items that were canned and stored on shelves.

In a couple of months, we will get the first fruits of the season. We will finally be able to eat a real tomato again—not the tasteless, hard tomatoes of winter, but the firm, ripe, red, juicy tomatoes of summer. That first tomato of the year is a special treat, isn’t it! I love to fix a hamburger on our outdoor grill and to top it off with a thick slice of vine-ripened tomato. There is nothing like it.

A part of the joy of the first fruits of the summer is the realization that it is just the first of many red, ripe, juicy summer tomatoes. That one tomato announces the coming of a host of tomatoes. It is the first of many fruits. And so it is with the resurrection of Jesus. Paul says, “But now Christ has been raised from the dead. He became the first fruits of those who are asleep” (1 Corinthians 15:20). 
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Easter is God’s promise that, not only has Christ risen from the dead, but that we, through His power, shall also rise victorious from the grave. Christ rose as the first fruits, the first of many who will rise from the dead. Easter is special, not simply because Christ rose from the dead, but because He makes it possible for us to rise from the dead. Easter is special, not just because Christ conquered death for Himself, but because He also conquers death for us.

We Christians use the word, “Gospel,” which means “Good News.” This is the good news—"Christ has been raised from the dead. He became the first fruits of those who are asleep.” If that is not true, Paul says that we Christians are most to be pitied, because we have staked our lives on a lie. If it is true, it is the most important truth in the world. It is indeed Good News; in fact, it is Great News. It means that we live with the assurance of enjoying the life abundant and life eternal that Jesus said that He offers.

That is Good News for tomorrow, but it is also Good News for today. Many of us have lost loved ones—fathers, mothers, husbands, wives—even children (that is the hardest—the children.) But Easter is God’s promise that the stone that stops the mouth of the grave is never great enough to block the resurrection. 

And because Christ broke the bonds of death, the grave is not the end for your loved ones. We have the hope that one day we will reign eternally with Christ, reunited with those whom we love—and able, finally, really to love completely.

But the Good News of Easter is not confined to the resurrection of the dead. Christ is the Lord over death, but he is also the Lord of life. And we need help in life as well as in death. A chaplain told me recently of seeing a sign in a home that said, ‘All life is suffering.’ I do not believe that all people are desperate or that all life is suffering, but I do know that desperation and suffering are very real for most of us at some points in our lives.”

Easter is God’s promise that He can make an Easter of every Good Friday. When life is difficult—when we are in pain—when the bad guys seem to be winning— when we lose our job—when a loved one dies—Easter is God’s promise that He will, in good time, turn the tables and make good the winner.

I have seen God bring Christians triumphantly through many terrible circumstances—you have too. God’s power and love are amazing to behold. But God’s resurrection power is even more immediate. The God of the open tomb is also the God of our daily lives. The God who gives us victory over death also gives us victory over life. What are your concerns today?

Are you worried about your children? Are you afraid that you might lose your job? Are you afraid that your marriage might break up? Are you struggling with depression? Are you disappointed with your life? Do you feel guilty, and fear that God will punish you? The Bible does not promise that we will be spared suffering. Our Lord suffered. He had His Good Friday, and we have ours. But the promise of Easter is that God, in all His power, is present with us in our painful moments— amidst our fears—when life seems darkest. The promise of Easter is that God not only walks with us through the darkness, but He will bring us into the light again. 

In closing, let me leave you with a thought from the great preacher, George Buttrick. Buttrick said: “One item about the resurrection of Jesus has sometimes been overlooked; He showed Himself after death only to those who loved Him.”

Jesus loves you. Love Him—offer your first fruits so that you might see Him clearly. Love Him—so that you might experience His resurrection power.

Pastor Joel 
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May 10, 2026
Sixth Sunday of Easter
I Samuel 20
      When God Wants You Alone

May 17, 2026
Seventh Sunday of Easter
I Samuel 26
Conflict

May 24, 2026
Pentecost
I Samuel 30:1-19
Failure

May 31, 2026
Trinity Sunday
New Sermon Series: Apostles Creed
I John 4:7-13      
I Believe: Father

June 7, 2026
    Second Sunday after Pentecost
Matthew 16:13-16
I Believe: Son
TEKAMAH:
2 – Lucas Bisanz
2 – Brycen Wingert               2 – Jordyn Wingert                   3 – Lisa Cornish                   3 – Bev Guzinski                                 4 – Drew Oligmueller               7 – Sara Moser                              10 – Jade Elliott                              10 – Grant Jackson                     11 – Chad Shafer
12 – Stefan Strutz 
	(Lambert)
12 – Tuff Moore 
	(Lambert)
13 – Ron Grass
14 – Kate Feddersen
15 – Andy Oligmueller
22 – Pam Cornish
24 – Janet Knoell
27 – Patti Nichols
28 – Matthew Faltys
28 – Jaxon Logan
29 – LilyAnn Kealohi 
	Willing
30 – Jessica McGregor

DECATUR:
4 – Rose Cummins
13 – Emerald Jayne 
	Buhr
13 – Larry Tippery
14 – William Weiland
18 – Dick Pickell

New Sermon Series:
Prayer That Makes a Difference

April 12, 2026
Second Sunday of Easter
Mark 9:14-29
Purpose of Prayer?

April 19, 2026
Third Sunday of Easter
Luke 22:39-46
Effective Prayer

April 26, 2026
Fourth Sunday of Easter
Mark 11:12-14, 20-25
      Prayer that Moves Mountains

New Series:
Life of King David
May 3, 2026
 Fifth Sunday of Easter
I Samuel 17
Facing the Giant

Upcoming Messages
Upcoming Messages
Meals on Wheels:
Decatur: 
April 13-17

April 2026
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Decatur Ongoing Prayer List
Leanne Brockway        	Leonard Hansen
LeAnn Richards           	Connie Morgan            Skip Farrens	Marty Slaughter           Don Drummond  	Phil Schroder
Marilyn Schroder 	Kathy McMann	             
Laurie Brokow (cousin of Jean Morgan)   
Jasmin (granddaughter of Ray & Julie Metcalf) 

Decatur Home Bound & Care Center Friends
Norma Williams 		Darlene Smith	
Barbara Bates	       	        Lynn & Karen Farrens                Ethelyn Brewer			Helen Tippery 	
Ed Maslonka	       	           Georgeann Dunning

Tekamah Ongoing Prayer List
Haley Deemer			Bob Paul	
Rose Johnson         		Barb Ray 	
Cindy Dahl	       		Janet Orton	     JoEllen Davis			Susan Sanders	
Lois Weatherly      		Lori Titus
Finley Smith			Gerald Method	
Nathaniel (grandson of Mary Brodersen)
Kim (daughter of Pat Crabb)                 
Linda (sister of Donna Gatzemeyer)

Tekamah Home Bound & Care Center Friends
Mary Benne			Donna Palmer	  Irene Marhenke              	Yvonne Anderson
Bob Clements	   		Van Newell	
Carol Brummond                        Donna Mock	
Joan Schuler			Susan Method					

Calendar of Events:
March 2026


Mondays at 2:00 pm – Tekamah Bible Study.
Wednesdays at 1:00 pm – Decatur Bible Study at the Sear’s Center.
April 1 – 10:30 am – THDCCC Meeting at Presbyterian church in Tekamah.
April 1 – Decatur YUM’s at 5:30 pm & Board Meeting at 6:00pm.
April 2 – 7:00 pm – Seder Service at Tekamah UMC.
April 3 – 7:00 pm – Good Friday Tenebrae Service at Decatur UMC. 
April 5 – Easter & Tekamah Food Pantry Sunday. 
April 6 – 9:30 am – Tekamah UMW Meeting. 
April 8 – 6:30 pm – Board Meeting (No Trustees Meeting)
April 9 – 10:30 am – Unpack Food Truck at Pantry.
April 15 – Tekamah Confirmation Class at 5:15 pm. 
April 26 – 11:00 am – Tekamah Confirmation Sunday. 


Need Prayer or Pastoral Visit
Call or Text Pastor Joel
(402) 670-4688
Email: jplisek@greatplainsumc.org
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	Decatur Financial Report

Budget for the Year:	        	$44,079.91                    Need a week:                   		$847.69   
Need for January – March:		$11,019.97           
Offering January – March:	                  $8,825.00


	
Tekamah Card Ministry:
Cards for all occasions (.50 ¢ each) are available at the information table in the Narthex at Tekamah. A word of hope in trying times can make such a huge impact. 
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	Something to Ponder:

When we let our FOCUS shift to GRATITUDE...we can find confidence that our concerns are never too big for God



Tekamah Finance Report
Budget for the Year:			$98,766.61         Need a week:				$1,899,36 
Need for January – March: 		$24.691.68
Offering for January – March:	$16,990.00
,

 

Check us out on Social Media:
Facebook:
Tekamah Decatur Methodist Parish

Website:
www.tekamahdecaturumcparish.org

New Sunday Services posted each Sunday before 5:00 pm.
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