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	“A Divided Heart is a Dangerous Heart”
Mark 6:14-29

As I was preparing for this blog on Mark chapter 6, it reminded me of an interaction I had with my dog Misty, when I was a kid. I was opening the sliding door to let her in. She starts running towards me, then I see her make eye contact with her favorite toy that is lying in the yard. I know what she is thinking; “I’m going to grab this toy and I’m going to bring this toy inside with me.” At about that same moment I see her make eye contact with a stick that is lying on the other side to her left, and she is thinking in her little head, “No I’m going to bring this stick inside.”  Then just as quickly she looks back at her toy. I watched as my dog ran back and forth looking at these two objects. 
I am trying to get her to come inside, and the more I am urging her to get inside, the more frustrated she is getting. And her little brain is getting overloaded, and she is stuck, so I just shut the door. When she hears the door shut, she looks up and she comes running towards me. I open the door and she runs inside without either the toy or the stick. 
This makes me think about the moments in my life where I had trouble deciding. I could not make the call and all a sudden that opportunity was gone. 
Today, I want to walk us through what happens when our affections are split between things and our affection for God. In our text we are going to get a glimpse of a struggle that is playing out in someone’s life. From this we remember that a divided heart is a dangerous heart.
Now we come to our text where Herod is struggling to figure out who this Jesus is. You must understand that there are many Herod’s in Bible. You have Herod the Great; this is the guy that was ruling when Jesus was born. Herod had four sons, and one of his sons was Aristobulus. Now Aristobulus and dad get in an argument, and dad ends up killing him. From this Caesar himself says that he would rather be a pig in the court Herod than one of his family members. Herod, being a Jew, would never have eaten bacon, but he has killed many of his relatives. 
Before Aristobulus died, he had a daughter and her name was Herodias. Herodias falls in love with her uncle Phillip and they get married. Then get this, Herod Antipas, the Herod from our story, falls in love with his niece/sister-in-law, he seduces her, and then he marries her. That is messed up; it is not normal when your family tree starts going in circles. This is what we are dealing with. Once more, a divided heart is a dangerous heart. 
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	What does it look like to have a heart that is divided? Remember that John is in Herod’s prison. Why was he there? Because he said that Herod’s marriage to Herodias was immoral! This put John on Herodias’ hit list, but Herod protected John. Why would Herod protect a guy who was constantly saying to him “Dude, your marriage is sinful!” Herod loved to hear John talk; there was something about what John and what he was saying that resonated in Herod’s heart. He hears John speak he is sensing this conviction of the Holy Spirit. See there is a division in his heart; he is intrigued at the same time he is appalled. He is interested at the same time he is offended by what John is saying. He cannot decide, he is at this intersection in life, at a crossroads with truth; and he does not know what to do. 
Herod’s birthday comes and he invites all the people who he wants to impress. But it is Herodias’ time to seize her opportunity. Herod’s heart has grown cold, and his conscience keeps eating at him every time he hears about Jesus; that’s why verse sixteen says, “When Herod heard this, he said, “John, the man I beheaded, has been raised from the dead!” 
Mark reveals that although Herod’s conscience is eating away at his heart, his opportunity is dying out. Herod eventually has this moment where he speaks with Jesus face-to-face in Luke 23. By then his heart had grown so cold and so hard, this is what it says in verse 8-9, “When Herod saw Jesus, he was pleased, because for a long time he had been wanting to see Him. From what he had heard about Jesus, he hoped to see Him perform some miracles. He plied him with many questions, but Jesus gave him no answer.” Herod’s heart is now hard and God is completely silent. Let that moment sink in. People say, “I will listen to God when I want to.” But that is dangerous because someday you may become deaf to Jesus’ voice. Herod had his moment; he listened to John, again-and-again, but here his opportunity is over. 
Friends, Hebrews 3:15 says, “Today, if you hear his voice, do not harden your hearts.”  There is a moment, there is an opportunity where your heart is sensitive. There is this moment where it begins to resonate with your heart, it is God drawing you in. If you do not respond, you can miss it. It is the same for all of us, each-and-every-one-of-us. We are either going to grow warmer-and-warmer towards God or grow colder and colder. 
The Remedy of a Divided Heart. Mark does not leave us hanging, he gives us a remedy for the divided heart, but it is difficult. The remedy for a divided heart is that you are going to have to face your fear. Let us go back to Herod’s birthday party, he gives a party for all the people he wants to impress so badly. He is desperately afraid of looking like he has no control, and Herodias knows this. The daughter of Herodias danced, and she pleased everyone, and Herod told her that she could receive anything, even half of his kingdom. He does not even have a kingdom to give. Herodias jumps on this opportunity to ask for John the Baptist’s head on a platter. Herod is exceedingly sorry; and his heart is divided, and in this moment Herod reveals who his god really is: it is his status. He is more afraid of losing face with his friends, than of doing the right thing. A divided heart is dangerous. It says in Matthew 6:24, “That no one can serve two masters. Either you will hate the one and love the other, or you will be devoted to the one and despise the other.” 
You cannot serve God and your own ambition. You cannot serve God and the power that you seek. Herod was so afraid that he would not look like a king that he began to play the part of the slave; he is a slave to his own fear. Herod’s trying to gain this influence, this power, he is trying to go after ambitions but remember that “Whoever wants to save their live will lose it, but whoever loses their life for Me and the gospel will save it. What good is it for someone to gain the whole world and forfeit their soul?”  (Matthew 16:25-26)
Today if you want to know the remedy for a divided heart, it is simply laying your fear at the feet of Jesus and saying, “I don’t want this anymore.” You do not have to be a slave to that fear. What happens if you lose those things that you are afraid of losing? You have become a slave to this___________! (Whatever it is.) God wants you to know the freedom of placing your identity wholly and completely in who He is; God has something better for you. He wants you to know that your self-worth is determined by what He says that you are because that is who you are. 
Friends, divided hearts are dangerous hearts. When our hearts are not divided, then our relationships are better. When our hearts are not divided, our families are healthier. When our hearts are not divided any longer, then we are able to hear what Christ is saying to us clearer-and-clearer. It is then easier for us to focus on His voice.                                                                            
Pastor Joel


Pastor Joel 
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July 2026
TEKAMAH:
1 – Mary Ball
2 – Rusty Elliott
3 – Brooke Ahrens
3 - Mary Brodersen
4 – Rosie Gregerson
4 – Susan McAllister
4 – Kay Brummond
5 – Preston Wingert
7 – Kevin Bisanz
11 – James Bruce
15 – Justin Eriksen
15 – Brett Ray
17 – Cindi Doeschot
17 – Lu Ericksen
18 – Angela Cornish Iwan
21 – Molly Hansen
21 – Kevin Bailey
21 – Jennifer McAllister
23 – Justin Herting
23 – Josh Nichols
24 – Linda Robson
26 – Troy Moser
30 – Tytus Elliott
31 – Mike Shafer
31 – Jack Hansen
31 – Sara Bisanz

DECATUR:
2 – Clark Beck
2 – Leonard Hanson
2 – Ben Pickell
9 – Jeff Baker
17 – Norma Williams
20 - Misty Hardeman
21 – Dale Huffman
21 – Berdina Church
28 – Brenda Pickell
31 – David Shaw
31 – Brett Baker
July 5
Sixth Sunday after Pentecost
Ezekiel 37:1-14
I Believe: Resurrection & 
Eternal Life

Continue Series:
Lessons from Life of King David
July 12
 Seventh Sunday after Pentecost
2 Samuel 5
Dealing with Strongholds

July 19
Eight Sunday after Pentecost
I Samuel 6
      Anger & Depression

July 26
Ninth Sunday after Pentecost
2 Samuel 9:1-13
Helpless… but Not Hopeless

August 2
   Tenth Sunday after Pentecost 
2 Samuel 11:1-27
Catastrophic Failure


August 9
Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost
Genesis 32:22-31
“How to Wrestle With God?”

August 16
 Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost
Romans8:1-11
Leaning on the Everlasting Arms

August 23
Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Matthew 15:21-28
      Jesus Said What?!?

August 30
Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Matthew 16:13-20
Hero to Zero

September 6
   Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Luke 24:13-25
Jesus Open Our Eyes

Upcoming Messages
Upcoming Messages
Meals on Wheels:
Decatur: 
July 13-17
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Calendar of Events: July 2026

Tekamah Office Hours – Mon-Thurs – 8:30 am-11:00 am. 
Decatur Office Hours – Wednesday’s – 2:00-3:00pm
No Summer Bible Study in Tekamah – Return in September.
Decatur Bible Study – Wednesday’s at 1:00 pm at the Sear’s Center.
Food Pantry Sunday in Tekamah First Sunday of every month.
Decatur – Prayer Meeting – 1:00 pm – First Wednesday of each month at the Sears Center.                                                                               
Tekamah – Prayer Meeting – 7:00 pm – Second Wednesday of each month.
Wednesday, July 1 – 5:30 pm – YUM’s Meeting 
                                    6:00 pm – Board Meeting

Thursday, July 2 – 10:30 am – Nursing Home Service.

Monday, July 6 – 9:30 am – Tekamah UMW.
                              6:00 pm – Tekamah Membership    
                                                Meeting.

Tuesday, July 7 – 8:00 am – Tekamah One Great Day of 
         Cleaning.

July 7-10 – 9:00 am – 11:00 am – Decatur VBS. 

Wednesday, July 8 – 6:00pm – Tekamah Trustees             
                                    6:30 pm – Board Meeting.

Thursday, July 9 – 10:30 am – Unpack Food Truck at Pantry.

Sunday, July 12 – 8:30 am – Decatur – Snacks before Church.
                                                                                                        July 13- 17 – Pastor Joel’s Sermon Retreat. 
Tuesday, July 14 – 6:00 pm – Parsonage Review.


Decatur Ongoing Prayer List
Leanne Brockway        	Leonard Hansen
LeAnn Richards           	Connie Morgan            Skip Farrens	Marty Slaughter           Don Drummond  	Phil Schroder
Marilyn Schroder 	Kathy McMann	             
George Kahlandt	Elaine Mitchell
Laurie Brokow (cousin of Jean Morgan)   
Tyson Schmidt (grandson of Jim & Jane Judt)
Weston (grandson of Nico & Jenny Hardeman)
Jasmine (granddaughter of Ray & Julie Metcalf) 
Amber (daughter-in-law of Ray & Julie Metcalf)
Gijs (Nico’s brother-in-law)

Decatur Home Bound & Care Center Friends
Norma Williams 		Darlene Smith	
Barbara Bates	       	             Lynn & Karen Farrens                Ethelyn Brewer			Ed Maslonka	       	             Georgeann Dunning		Alice Jansen

Tekamah Ongoing Prayer List
Haley Deemer                      	 Bob Paul	
Rose Johnson         	Barb Ray 
Cindy Dahl	Janet Orton	     JoEllen Davis	Susan Sanders
Kim (daughter of Pat Crabb)      Finley Smith	
Lois Weatherly      	Lori Titus
Nathaniel (grandson of Mary Brodersen)	                          Titus Elliott	Bob Gatzemeyer
Roberta Hamel Richter 	
Tekamah Home Bound & Care Center Friends
Mary Benne			Donna Palmer	  
Irene Marhenke              	Yvonne Anderson
Bob Clements	   		Van Newell	
Carol Brummond                        Donna Mock	
Joan Schuler			Susan Method	
Garold Method				
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	Great Plains Annual Conference 2026 Recap

The 2026 Great Plains Annual Conference took place May 27–30, 2026 at the Younes Center North in Kearney, Nebraska, with the theme “Serve Joyfully.”  The event brought together clergy, laity, and church leaders from across the conference to engage in worship, education, and governance.
Key Highlights:
· Opening Worship & Youth Involvement: Youth from across the conference led morning worship and communion on May 29 and 30, reflecting the theme’s call to joyful service.
· Dr. Ashley Boggan, general secretary of the General Commission on Archives and History, made her third visit to the Great Plains: Boggan talked about the way John Wesley taught the importance of both social and personal holiness. 
· Justice & Mercy Focus: Justice advocates gathered to address community problems, aligning with the conference’s commitment to social justice and compassionate action.
· Disaster Response & Leadership: Hollie Tapley, a leading disaster response leader, was recognized for her service, and Abram, a pioneering pastor, delivered a sermon during opening worship.
· Retiree Appreciation: The session honored faithful clergy who have served the conference, acknowledging their ongoing impact on congregations and communities. 
Legislation:
· Resolution 1 – Supporting Migrates, Immigrants and Refugees – Passed. 
· Resolution 2 – Answering the Call of Kairos Palestine II – Passed. 
· Resolution 3 – Support for the Transgender Community – Passed. 
· Minimum Pastoral Compensation for 2027 remained the same as 2026.

Service & Engagement
· Volunteer Opportunities: Clergy and laity were encouraged to serve, with options such as Rise Against Hunger and other service projects.
· Workshops & Education: Both clergy and laity participated in workshops, including “Dollars and Sense for the Local Church,” to strengthen financial stewardship and mission impact.
Atmosphere & Takeaways
· The 2026 session emphasized joyful service, justice, and community connection, with a strong focus on honoring past leaders, equipping current ministers, and engaging the laity in mission work. The gathering reinforced the Great Plains Conference’s identity as a vibrant, mission-driven church body committed to both spiritual growth and social responsibility.




State, National & Global Concerns:
Persecuted Christians Nation for the month: Azerbaijan
President – Donald Trump          Congress – Mike Flood, Don Bacon & Adrian Smith       Senators – Deb Fischer & Pete Ricketts 
Nebraska Governor – Jim Pillen		District 16 State Senator – Ben Hansen
Great Planes UMC Bishop – David Wilson	Eastern Nebraska DS – Stephanie Ahlschwede
Tekamah Mayor – Jane Walford	Decatur Village Governance 	     End of War 	
Need for Rain	 Lost, Lonely & Oppressed    	Tornado Season        Field Fires out West 	





dssffsDecatur Financial Report

Budget for the Year:	        	$44,079.91                    Need a week:                   		$847.69   
Need for January – June:		$22,039.94          
Offering for January – June:		$18,722.25
		(-$3,317.69)


	
Something to Ponder:
There are times when life seems really dark, and we don't know what to do next. Because of Jesus, we won't walk in darkness but will have the light of life. 
Tekamah Finance Report
Budget for the Year:			$98,766.61         Need a week:				$1,899.36 
Need for January – June: 		$49,383.36
Offering for January – June:		$33,857.36      
                                                           (-$15,526.36)



,

 
Check us out on Social Media:
Facebook:							Website:
Tekamah Decatur Methodist Parish				www.tekamahdecaturumcparish.org

Sunday Services posted each Sunday before 5:00 pm.

Need Prayer or Pastoral Visit:
Call or Text Pastor Joel
(402) 670-4688
Email: jplisek@greatplainsumc.org
Tekamah Card Ministry:
Cards for all occasions (.50 ¢ each) are available at the information table in the Narthex at Tekamah. A word of hope in trying times can make such a huge impact. 
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