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	“Hold Fast to What is Good”
Romans 5:1-5

I think one of the great temptations for our soul is to become cynical. Have you ever met someone who was deeply cynical? They do not believe that anything is going to work out. They think that all life is futile. Why are we like that? Why would we choose that point of view, rather than a more positive, hopeful point of view?
Part of the reason is because we are managing disappointment. But here is the thing: a cynic would never say that they are insecure about how things go; they say, we are realists. Cynical people are the opposite of vulnerable because they say I do not want to be disappointed. So, I am just going to have this sort of rough exterior painted as realism. The last thing we want to be is naïve, to be caught hoping and be wrong somehow.
I know that there are those in the congregation dealing with difficulties, and it is easy to say in the face of the hardships, what is the point! But in God we hold fast to what is good, and there is always hope with God.
Jeremiah 29:11 says, “For I know the plans I have for you, declares the LORD, plans to prosper you and not to harm you, to give you a future and a hope.”
Often we use the word hope in a way that is not entirely Biblical. We use the word to say things like, “I hope I get a good grade on the test.” Or “I hope this works out with that guy or girl.” But what we mean when we say “hope” is the belief that it will not work out. This is not the Biblical “hope” that Paul is talking about here in Romans 5. This kind of “hope” is something more concrete; it is something certain. This is a triumphant, boasting hope. Paul is talking about placing our hope in the glory of God. That is something entirely different. We have, Paul says, in the end a heart saturated by the love of God. Oh, but do we?
We have it, these things exist, they have been bought for you by God. They have been accomplished through the work of the cross. We have them, but do we seize them? 
Let us start with the peace of God. There is still an ancient war that rages between two kingdoms. The kingdom of this world and the Kingdom of God. We cannot have peace with both. In other words, you will either be at war with God! OR you will be at war with the kingdom of this world.
I thought about Siegfried and Roy; they had worked with tigers for over 40 years. These two guys had worked with these tigers since they were cubs; they called this “affection conditioning.” They would even take these tigers, when they were cubs, and let them sleep in their beds. And the hope was that these little tiger cubs would imprint on them.
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	They had this act on stage where a tiger would come out with no barriers between them and the audience. But on a tragic day on October 4, 2003, one of those 450-pound tigers decided they wanted to eat an audience member. Horn with his chain and stick commanded the tiger to stop. He pulls on the chain, the chain breaks. By the way the chain never was holding the tiger back. Then heroically, Roy Horn goes and stands in front of the tiger and protects the audience member. And he starts hitting the tiger on the head with his stick, and the tiger just decided that he was not going to listen anymore. The tiger jumps up in one motion and takes Horn by the throat and walks off the stage with this limp rag doll of a man.

We think that we can make peace with this world, but we cannot. Because in the end the thing which we thought would give us what we wanted ends up devouring us. You cannot tame a tiger, you only think you can. If you want to try and make peace with this world, in the end it will hate you anyway. But, if you allow God to make peace with you, you will receive the amazing gift of peace with God, and He will give you Himself and pour out eternal life onto you.

The second idea is that suffering produces something other than despair. During WWII, the U.S. Army was forced to retreat from the Philippines. Some of their soldiers were left behind and became prisoners of the Japanese. The men called themselves “ghosts,” souls unseen by their nation, and sent on the infamous Battan Death March. They were forced to walk over seventy miles, knowing that those who were slow or weak would be bayoneted by their captors. Those who made it through the march spent the next three years in a hellish prisoner of war camp where many more died.

By early 1945, only 513 men were still alive in the prison camp, but they were giving up hope. The U.S. Army was on its way back to the Philippines, but the POW’s had heard the frightening news that prisoners were being executed as the Japanese retreated from the advancing U.S. Army. Their wavering hope was, however, met by one of the most magnificent rescues of wartime history.

In an astonishing feat, 120 U.S. soldiers and two hundred Filipino Guerrillas outflanked 8,000 Japanese soldiers to rescue the POWs. Alvie Robbins was one of those rescuers; in his book “Ghost Soldiers” he describes how he found a prisoner muttering in a darken corner of his barracks, tears coursing down his face. “I thought we’d been forgotten.” “No, you’re not forgotten,” Robbins said softly, “you’re heroes and we’ve come for you.” Often in life we can start to give up hope to feel that God has forgotten us, abandoned us to dark and hurtful experiences. But the cross of Christ reminds us, “No, you’re not forgotten.” Jesus says, “I’ve come for you.” 

Paul talks about suffering and as you read this you can see how Paul puts a natural progression to it. Paul is saying we have peace with God through faith. You can almost hear his critics say, “Really! Then why do you suffer like you do? Explain the pain to me. If the Christian life is so difficult, why would you even join?” So, Paul says, “Hope is the end result for all of us as we pursue Jesus.” 

The critics ask, “Why do we suffer?” Paul has an answer! “We suffer because it teaches us to endure.” “Okay, why do we need to ENDURE?” “So, that we gain character! A kind of inner STRENGTH.” 
“Okay why do we need character?” “So, that we might find hope in the Glory of God.”
“And why do we need hope?” “So that we are not put to SHAME!”

When we face trauma and when we go through difficulties we give it to God and we grow from it. We become healthier and stronger through time. And then the character transforms itself into a rock of solid hope. If you are suffering, if you are going through something really hard right now, the message for you is to let hope manifest itself in that. The danger in the middle of suffering is to feel that it is all for nothing. 

Romans 8:28 says, “And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love Him, who have been called according to His purpose.”

For those of us who have had the love of God poured out into our hearts through the Holy Spirit, God wants to pour His grace over all areas of our lives. Pour grace on your pain, your abuse, your confusion, your doubts, and your sins. There is nothing that you have done, thought, said, or experienced, that is not meant to be touched by the love of God. You see, Jesus entered our world so that we might have hope. So that we might find a way from destruction and give us hope and everlasting life. The world says there is no hope. But in Jesus, He says that there is in Me all the hope you will ever need. 
Pastor Joel 
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July 5
Sixth Sunday after Pentecost
Ezekiel 37:1-14
I Believe: Resurrection & 
Eternal Life

Continue Series:
Lessons from Life of King David
July 12
 Seventh Sunday after Pentecost
2 Samuel 5
Dealing with Strongholds

July 19
Eight Sunday after Pentecost
I Samuel 6
      Anger & Depression

July 26
Ninth Sunday after Pentecost
2 Samuel 9:1-13
Helpless… but Not Hopeless

August 2
   Tenth Sunday after Pentecost 
2 Samuel 11:1-27
Catastrophic Failure


   
    New Sermon Series: Apostles Creed
May 31
Trinity Sunday
I John 4:7-13      
I Believe: Father

June 7
Second Sunday after Pentecost
Matthew 16:13-16
I Believe: Son

June 14
Third Sunday after Pentecost
Acts 3:1-10
I Believe: Holy Spirit

June 21
  Fourth Sunday after Pentecost
Ephesians 2:19-22 & 4:3-6
I Believe: Holy * Church

June 28
Pastor Michael McGregor preaches at Decatur.    
Church Service TDHCCC Service at the Park in 
Tekamah. 


Upcoming Messages
Upcoming Messages
June 2026
TEKAMAH:
1 – Al Faltys
1 – Jeremy Nichols
3 – Jarrod Dorathy
4 – Cem Mock
6 – Kathy Magill
7 – Joan Schuler
8 – Diane Ray Beninato
11 – Molly Jackson 
	Braniff
13 – Lela Thompson
14 – Brian Elliott
15 – Lori Dorathy
16 – Larry Robinson
18 – Pam Belmont
18 – Norm Kassmeier
18 – Jill Weatherly
20 – Sierra Sommer
23 – Russell Grass
24 – Jasmin Hoy
24 – Chris Faltys
29 – Jordan Nichols
30 – Arlene Grove

DECATUR: 
1 – Jeannette Hittle
4 – Caleb Parsons
10 – Jack Gabel
17 – Danny Pickell
18 – Maya Louise 
	Weiland
21 – Candy Cummins
22 – Jessica Freese
23 – Branch Hardeman
Meals on Wheels:
Decatur: 
June 8-12
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Decatur Ongoing Prayer List
Leanne Brockway        	Leonard Hansen
LeAnn Richards           	Connie Morgan            Skip Farrens	Marty Slaughter           Don Drummond  	Phil Schroder
Marilyn Schroder 	Kathy McMann	             
George Kahlandt	Elaine Mitchell
Laurie Brokow (cousin of Jean Morgan)   
Tyson Schmidt (grandson of Jim & Jane Judt)
Weston (grandson of Nico & Jenny Hardeman)
Jasmine (granddaughter of Ray & Julie Metcalf) 
Amber (daughter-in-law of Ray & Julie Metcalf)
Gijs (Nico’s brother-in-law)

Decatur Home Bound & Care Center Friends
Norma Williams 		Darlene Smith	
Barbara Bates	       	             Lynn & Karen Farrens                Ethelyn Brewer			Helen Tippery 	
Ed Maslonka	       	             Georgeann Dunning

Tekamah Ongoing Prayer List
Haley Deemer			Bob Paul	
Rose Johnson         		Barb Ray 	
Cindy Dahl	       		Janet Orton	     JoEllen Davis			Susan Sanders	
Lois Weatherly      		Lori Titus
Finley Smith			Gerald Method	
Titus Elliott			Roberta Hamel Richter
Kim (daughter of Pat Crabb)                 
Nathaniel (grandson of Mary Brodersen)
Bob Robson			Bob Gatzemeyer

Tekamah Home Bound & Care Center Friends
Mary Benne			Donna Palmer	  
Irene Marhenke              	Yvonne Anderson
Bob Clements	   		Van Newell	
Carol Brummond                        Donna Mock	
Joan Schuler			Susan Method	
Garold Method				

Calendar of Events: June 2026

Tekamah Office Hours – Mon-Thurs – 8:30 am-11:00 am. 
Decatur Office Hours – Wednesday’s – 2:00-3:00pm
No Summer Bible Study in Tekamah – Return in September.
No June Bible Study in Decatur– Return in July..
Food Pantry Sunday in Tekamah First Sunday of every month.
Decatur – Prayer Meeting – 1:00 pm – First Wednesday of each month at the Sears Center.                                                                               
Tekamah – Prayer Meeting – 7:00 pm – Second Wednesday of each month.
Monday, June 1 – 9:30 am – Tekamah UMW.
Wednesday, June 3 – 5:30pm – YUM’s Meeting 
                                     (No Decatur Board)

Wednesday, June 10 – 6:00pm – Tekamah Trustees             
                                       6:30 pm – Board Meeting.

Thursday, June 11 – 10:30 am – Unpack Food Truck at Pantry.

Sunday, June 14 – 8:30 am – Decatur – Snacks before Church.
Saturday, June 20 – 11:00am – 1:00 pm – River Front Day’s – UMC Food Booth. 
June 22-28 – Pastor Joel on vacation. Pastor Rex Rogers for pastoral care. 
Wednesday, June 24 – 8:00 am – 2:00 pm – 4-H Pie Day. 
Sunday, June 28 – 10:30 am – THDCCC Worship in the Park.
July 7-10 – Decatur VBS – 9:00 am – 11:00 am. 
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	I found this article on Pastor Brad Witt’s website, and I knew I had to share it. Enjoy.
Pastor Joel 
God Takes the Summer Off
We are sorry to inform you that God will not be available during the summer, beginning June 1. He feels He deserves some time off, so He has cancelled His normal duties for summer. He has agreed to send the sun and rain…occasionally when He happens to be in town but expect delays on God answering prayers for the needs of your family.
God has let the church leaders know that they should not plan any outreach efforts, like mission trips during the summer. Or at least if you do, they will have to do it without Him because He plans to be gone a lot to see relatives, baseball games, and time out at the lake.
The board has reminded God of His promise, “Surely I will be with you always.” But He says He didn’t realize when He said it that it meant going two or three years without a break. He expresses His sincere regret and hopes that it will not cause any inconveniences. 
God may be contacted any time after September 1 at which time He hopes to get back into the routine. God requests, “Please defer all requests till then.”

Aren’t you glad that God doesn’t take the summer off! As we approach summer, make a determined effort to bring yourself to God’s house. Yes, you need rest, but we also need spiritual renewal that comes from being with other believers in worship. Even if you travel away from Nebraska, find a church where you are at. There’s many to choose from. God will be waiting for us to worship Him.



Local, State, National & Global Concerns:
Persecuted Christians Nation for the month: Algeria
President – Donald Trump          Congress – Mike Flood, Don Bacon & Adrian Smith       Senators – Deb Fischer & Pete Ricketts 
Nebraska Governor – Jim Pillen		District 16 State Senator – Ben Hansen
Great Planes UMC Bishop – David Wilson	Eastern Nebraska DS – Stephanie Ahlschwede
Tekamah Mayor – Jane Walford	Decatur Village Governance 	   
End of War in Iran, Ukraine, Lebanon, Sudan, Myanmar, etc.       Cartel violence in Mexico      Need for Rain	 Farmers Planting Season        	Lost, Lonely & Oppressed     	
Steve Moore and Family





Check us out on Social Media:
Facebook:							Website:
Tekamah Decatur Methodist Parish				www.tekamahdecaturumcparish.org

Sunday Services posted each Sunday before 5:00 pm.

Need Prayer or Pastoral Visit:
Call or Text Pastor Joel
(402) 670-4688
Email: jplisek@greatplainsumc.org
Something to Ponder
"The enemy thought he had me... But Jesus said you are mine." Song- Back to Life by Zahriya Zachary
Decatur Financial Report

Budget for the Year:	        	$44,079.91                    Need a week:                   		$847.69   
Need for January – May 24:		$17,801.49          
Offering January – May 24:	               $16,642.25


	
Tekamah Card Ministry:
Cards for all occasions (.50 ¢ each) are available at the information table in the Narthex at Tekamah. A word of hope in trying times can make such a huge impact. 
Tekamah Finance Report
Budget for the Year:			$98,766.61         Need a week:				$1,899.36 
Need for January – May 24: 		$39,886.56
Offering for January – May 24:	$29,847.00
,
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