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WELCOME TO ST. STEPHEN'S!

A nursery is provided for children through age 4 for both worship services and for infants and
toddlers during Sunday School. The nursery is located at the end of the hall on the right side.

Children’s bags can be found in the “Kid’s Corner” of the narthex.
Restroom facilities are located down the hall on the left side.

First Aid, Emergency Equipment, and a wheelchair are located down the hall on the right by
the stairwell.

If for any reason you must leave the sanctuary, the service is live streamed in the Agape
Sunday School classroom. Any usher will be glad to direct you.

Sunday school classes are provided for 2 year olds through adults.

Listening devices and larger print bulletins are located in the narthex.
Ushers are also available to assist you.

If you are a visitor feel free to sign-in using the QR code. Here’s how it works:
Point your camera at the image, tap the link that appears on your screen, and
share whatever information you desire. Thank you! Hope to see you again soon!

Dfecakzi s

GREETING, ANNOUNCEMENTS, AND PEACE
PRELUDE “Let Us Break Bread Together” Jay Althouse
(We Stand)

BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we confess our
sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew
us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of
your holy name. Amen.

Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives us all our
sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, | therefore
declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the +
Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.




GATHERING HYMN “Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness” ELW 843
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I Praise the One who breaks the dark-ness with a lib - er - at-ing light;
2 Praise the One who blessed the chil -dren with a strong yet gen-tle word;
3 Praise the one true love in - car - nate: Christ, who suf-fered in our place;
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praise the One who frees the pris-"ners, turn-ing blind-ness in - to sight.
praise the One who drove out de -mons with a pierc-ing, two -edged sword.
Je - sus died and rose for man - y that we may know God by grace.
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Praise the Omne who preached the gos - pel, heal-ing ev - 'ry dread dis -ease,

Praise the One who brings cool wa - ter to the des-ert’s burn-ing sand;
Let us sing for joy and glad-ness, see-ing what our God has done.
.
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calm - ing storms and [eed-ing thou-sands with the ver - y bread of peace.
from this wcll comes liv - ing wa - ter quench-ing thirst in cv - 'ry land.
Praise the one re - deem-ing glo - ry:; praise the One who makes us one.
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GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be

with you always.

And also with you.
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE

N Assisting minister
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Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God’s peo -ple on earth.
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Lord God, heav - en-ly King,al-might-y God and Fa - ther,
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we wor-ship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glo -ry.
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Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther, Lord God, Lamb of God,
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you take a-way the sin of the world: have mer - cy on us;
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you arc scat-cd at the right hand of the Fa - ther: re - cecive our  praycr.
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For you a - lone are the Ho -1ly Ome, you a-lone are the Lord,
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you a - lone are the Most High, Je-sus Christ, with the Ho -1y Spir - it,
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in the glo - ry of God the Fa - ther. A - men.

THE SALUTATION

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
(We Sit)
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FIRST READING Isaiah 55:1-5

'Ho, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and you that have no money, come, buy and eat!
Come, buy wine and milk without money and without price. 2Why do you spend your money for
that which is not bread, and your labor for that which does not satisfy? Listen carefully to me,
and eat what is good, and delight yourselves in rich food. *Incline your ear, and come to me;
listen, so that you may live. | will make with you an everlasting covenant, my steadfast, sure love
for David. “See, | made him a witness to the peoples, a leader and commander for the peoples.
®See, you shall call nations that you do not know, and nations that do not know you shall run to
you, because of the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel, for he has glorified you.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psalm 145:8-9, 14-21

You o - pen wide your hand and sat - is -
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fy the de - sire of ev - 'ry liv - ing thing.

®The LoRb is gracious and full | of compassion,
slow to anger and abounding in | steadfast love.
°LoRbD, you are | good to all,
and your compassion is over | all your works. R
"“The Lord upholds all | those who fall
and lifts up those who | are bowed down.
"*The eyes of all wait upon | you, O LORD,
and you give them their food | in due season.
'®You open | wide your hand
and satisfy the desire of every | living thing.
""You are righteous in | all your ways
and loving in | all your works. R
'®You are near to all who | call upon you,
to all who call up- | on you faithfully.
'®You fulfill the desire of | those who fear you;
you hear their | cry and save them.
2You watch over all | those who love you,
but all the wicked you | shall destroy.
Z'My mouth shall speak the praise | of the LORD;
let all flesh bless God’s holy name forev- | er and ever. R



SECOND READING Romans 9:1-5

' am speaking the truth in Christ—I| am not lying; my conscience confirms it by the Holy Spirit—
?| have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart. *For | could wish that | myself were
accursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my own people, my kindred according to the
flesh. “They are Israelites, and to them belong the adoption, the glory, the covenants, the giving
of the law, the worship, and the promises; %to them belong the patriarchs, and from them,
according to the flesh, comes the Messiah, who is over all, God blessed forever. Amen.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

(We Stand)
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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words of e - ter - nal life. Al-le -1lu - ia. Al-le - lu - ia.
THE HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 14:13-21

The holy gospel according to St. Matthew, the 14th chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

*Now when Jesus heard [about the beheading of John the Baptist], he withdrew from there in a
boat to a deserted place by himself. But when the crowds heard it, they followed him on foot
from the towns. "When he went ashore, he saw a great crowd; and he had compassion for
them and cured their sick. When it was evening, the disciples came to him and said, “This is a
deserted place, and the hour is now late; send the crowds away so that they may go into the
villages and buy food for themselves.” "®Jesus said to them, “They need not go away; you give
them something to eat.” "They replied, “We have nothing here but five loaves and two fish.”
'®And he said, “Bring them here to me.” "*Then he ordered the crowds to sit down on the grass.
Taking the five loaves and the two fish, he looked up to heaven, and blessed and broke the
loaves, and gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the crowds. 2And all ate
and were filled; and they took up what was left over of the broken pieces, twelve baskets full.
#'And those who ate were about five thousand men, besides women and children.

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

(We Sit)
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CHILDREN’S SERMON

Pastor Ralph

SERMON Pastor Ralph
(We Stand)
HYMN OF THE DAY "Break Now the Bread of Life” ELW 515
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1 Break now the bread of life, dear Lord, to me, as  once you
2 Bless your own word of truth, dear Lord, to me, as  when you
3 You are the bread of life, dear Lord, to me, your ho - ly
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broke the loaves be - side the sea. Be - yond the sa - cred page
blessed the bread by Gal - 1 - lee. Then shall all bond-age cease,
word  the truth that res - cues me. Give me to eat and live
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I seek you, Lord; my spir-it waits for you, O liv -ing Word.
all fet-ters fall; and I shall find my peace, my All - in - All!
with you a - bove; teach me to love your truth, for you are Ilove.
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BLESSING FOR THE BEGINNING OF THE SCHOOL YEAR
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OFFERING

God calls us to be generous stewards for the sake of our ministry near and far.
You can support our ministry by putting your offering in the offering plate,
mailing it to the church, giving online (sslc.org or use the QR Code) or through
the Givelify app. If you would like more details on direct deposit giving please
contact our Parish Administrator, Mrs. Tonya Reynolds, at (803) 359-6562.

O

Voluntary “Andante Espressivo” Hedwige Chretien
(We Stand)
OFFERTORY ELW 854
0w ,
i - I | f | |
: R : : ! !
Praise God, from whom all bless - ings flow; praise him, all
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heav’n - ly host; praise Fa - ther, Son, and Ho - ly Ghost.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
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Th Lord be with you. And al - so with you.
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Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
0
)" A
J R - - ~ !, < “ =
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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THE PREFACE

THE SANCTUS
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Ho -1y, ho - 1y, ho - 1y Lord, God of pow’r and might,
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heav-en and earth are full of your glo - ry. Ho - san - na. Ho -
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san-na. Ho - san - na in the high - est. Bless-ed is he who
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comes in the name of the Lord. Ho-san - na in the high - est

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Taste and see that the Lord is good.

(We Sit)




THE AGNUS DEI
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Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on
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us. Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; have
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mer - cy on us. Lamb of God, you tlake a-way the
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us peace.

RECEPTION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT
hrist welcomes you to this Holy Meal of the Baptized! We receive communion this morning
at the altar rail. Communion will be brought to the front rows for those who wish to remain
seated. Children who commune should be assisted by adults near them. Those unable to
partake of wine or wheaten bread are assured of our Lord's presence in, with, and under each
element alone. Gluten-free wafers are available upon request.

Communion Music “Adoration” Florence B. Price

The Congregation is encouraged to participate in the following Communion Hymn.
The hymn can be found in the back portion of the LBW (Green) Hymnal in your pew rack.

Communion Hymn “We Give Thee but Thine Own” LBW 410
(We Stand)

BLESSING OF THE COMMUNICANTS
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.

BENEDICTION

Almighty and merciful God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless, preserve, and keep you this
day and forevermore.

Amen.
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SENDING HYMN “Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service” ELW 712
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1 Lord, whose love in hum-ble ser - vice bore the weight of hu-man need,
2 Still your chil-dren wan-der home-less; still the hun - gry cry for bread;
3 As wc  wor-ship, grant us vi - sion, till your love’s rc - veal-ing light
4 Called by wor-ship to your ser - vice, forth in your dear name we go,
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who up - on  the cross, for - sak - en, worked your mer-cy’s per - fect deed:
still the cap - tives long for free - dom; still in grief we mourn our dead.
in its height and depth and great-ness dawns up - on our quick-ened sight,
to the child, the youth, the a - ged, love in liv - ing deeds to show;
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we, your scr - vants, bring the wor - ship not of voice a - lone, but hecart;
As you, Lord, in dccp com-pas - sion hcaled the sick and freed the soul,
mak -ing known the needs and bur - dens your com-pas-sion bids us bear,
hope and health, good-will and com - fort, coun-sel, aid, and peace we give,
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con-se - crat - ing to your pur - pose ev-’ry gift which you im -part.
by your Spir - it send your pow - er to our world to make 1t whole.
siir-ring  us o ar - dent ser - vice, your a - bun-dant life 1o share.
that your ser - vants, Lord, in  [ree-dom may your mer - cy know and live.
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DISMISSAL

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.

Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE

“God of Grace and God of Glory”

John Hughes
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ALTAR FLOWERS are given to the glory of God in honor of our wonderful church family and
our 56th wedding anniversary by Marian and Steve Fowler.

SERVING TODAY:
Ushers: (8:30) Eric Wessinger, Ivan Black, Bill Carroll, Aaron Rawl, Vernon Hester, Deon Fink,
Blaine Richardson, and Chad Geary;
(11:00) Alon Cox, Roy Welch, Brian Paeth, Doug Harper, Heyward Addy,
and Matt Martin
Cantor: Madison LaFontan
Trumpeter: Jack Jebaily
Greeters: (8:30) Brant and Jennifer Taylor; (11:00) Christie Addy
Readers: (8:30) Lacy Geary; (11:00) Shannon Burnett
Communion Assistants: (8:30) Ryan Johnson & Lacy Geary;
(11:00) Peggy Sherman & Myra Strock
Order of St. Stephen’s: (8:30) [A] Shannon Burnett [C] Gracen Geary [BB] Connor Geary;
(11:00) [A] Ben Brunson [C] Thomas Brunson [BB] Shannon Burnett

The Church Staff Website: www.sslc.org

The Rev. Jason T. Antley The Rev. Ralph G. Hill

Mrs. Shannon Burnett, Director of Family Life ~ Mrs. Tonya Reynolds, Parish Administrator

Ms. Susan Wilson, Director of Music/Organist  Mrs. Julie Tworzyanski, Preschool Director
Mrs. Sylvia Looney, Organist Emeritus

Summer Sunday School Information:

Locations for Adult Classes

Agape Adult Class
Room #102 (Closest to Narthex)
Saints & Sinners with PJ and PR
Room #203 (Large Upstairs Room)

If you are interested in beginning
a new Sunday School class
please contact Mrs. Shannon.

If you are not receiving the weekly announcements and monthly newsletter via email
and would like to receive them, please email Shannon (Shannon@sslic.org) so she
can add you to the distribution list.

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
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