
Pastor’s
Corner
BY REV. RUTH VANDERSANDE

As we enter into our last month of
summer, I can’t help but think about
how much has changed even in this
short time. Over this summer we have
seen our ramp and steps be built, we
have seen our digital sign offer us a
new way to update our community on
what we are doing, we have reached
out to our neighbors at the ECC
offering a gesture of community. We
have entered a time of rebirth in many
ways, and I know that we will continue
to see God do new things in this place,
because God certainly is not done with
us yet!     

Even with change though, I think
of how much also does not
change. In the words of Frozen,
some things never change. Like
how our God’s love for us stays
true through each and every
stage of our lives. God’s word
shows us the way to this love,
shows us that it comes from
Christ alone. And as long as we
stay true to Christ and His calling
on our lives, church and
community, then we will never
go astray. We will always have
His Spirit to guide us through
whatever new we may
experience. 

(Continued next page)
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“When the Storms Come” 

Together In Together In FaithFaithTogether In Faith
F l u s h i n g  U n i t e d  M e t h o d i s t  C h u r c h                 A u g u s t  2 0 2 6  

P r e p a r i n g  s e r v a n t s  w h o  m a k e  a  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  t h e i r  c o m m u n i t y  a n d
t h e  w o r l d  b y  k n o w i n g  C h r i s t ,  f o l l o w i n g  C h r i s t  a n d  s h a r i n g  C h r i s t .  

The men were amazed and asked,The men were amazed and asked,The men were amazed and asked,   
What kind of man is this? Even theWhat kind of man is this? Even theWhat kind of man is this? Even the
winds and the waveswinds and the waveswinds and the waves obey him! obey him! obey him!

The men were amazed and asked, 
What kind of man is this? Even the
winds and the waves obey him!

   Matthew 8:27Matthew 8:27Matthew 8:27 Matthew 8:27



Sermon Series:  Am I Blessed: A study of the Beatitudes

August 2 Sermon: Making Peace                                    Scripture: Matthew 5:9, Genesis 50:15-21
Hymns: #467 Trust and Obey, #377 It Is Well
August 9 Sermon: Hymn Sing!                                        Scripture: Psalm 95:1-7a
Hymns: # 62All Creatures of Our God and King, # Let There Be Peace on Earth 

August 16 Sermon: 
Hymns: #367 He Touched Me, #504 Old Rugged Cross

August 23 Sermon: Persevering Persecution Scripture: Matthew 5:10, Acts 7:51-60
Hymns: #396 O Jesus I Have Promised, #593 Here I Am, Lord 

August 30 Sermon: Where is Your Reward? Scripture: Matthew 5:11-12, Matthew 6:19-24
Hymns: #147 All Things Bright and Beautiful, #569 We’ve a Story to Tell to the Nations 

August 
Sermons & Scriptures

(Continued ...
Pastor’s Corner)
August offers us a chance to worship together
with our combined services lasting each Sunday
of the month. On August 9  we will be having a
hymn sing, and the Rev. J.D. Landis will be
preaching on the 16 . Then we will finish out our
series on the beatitudes. Our students, teachers
and school staff will be heading back to school
this month, so we will be having a blessing of the
backpacks on August 23 . There will also be a
day of prayer offered by the area churches on
August 22 . I will also be out of office from
August 9-22. Rev. Kim Metzer and Rev. Heather
Nowak will be on call for pastoral emergencies.
Their numbers will be available in the office as
needed. 

th

th

rd

nd

Don’t forget to take a minute to fill out the
interest form for our new work teams. Once I
return from vacation we will begin to reach out to
those who have expressed interest in one or more
of the teams. 
As always, I look forward to worshiping with you
this month and to see what new things God will
be doing in our church.

In Christ,

Rev. Ruth VanderSande

Coming inComing inComing in
September!September!September!
Coming in

September!

New Sermon Series 



Building Project
Update
BY JIM THOMAS
The main entry project is moving along, although
somewhat slower than we anticipated. That is the
result of several issues that came to light during
the demolition of the steps. These issues have
been resolved and we are moving forward. The
current heat wave has become an issue. They
cannot pour concrete during high temperatures
because it affects the curing process of the
concrete.  It seems likely that completion of the
project will go beyond our projected target of the
end of July. However, we want the project to be
done right so the delays are acceptable. 
Two items we continue to work on are the
replacement steps to the kitchen door when we
remove the ramp and the replacement of the cap
stones on the walls of the steps and the ramp. The
cap stones have deteriated over the years and
need to be replaced and the stairs that were
removed for the temporary ramp were in very bad
shape so we may have to build new ones. 

Thank you for your patience during this process.

We look forward to another wonderful year of
growing in faith, building friendships, and
learning about God's love together.
Before the school year begins, be sure to bring
your backpacks to church for our: 

                    Blessing of the Backpacks on 
                             Sunday, August 23, 
during both worship services. As a church family,
we'll pray for our students, teachers, school staff,
and all those beginning a new school year, asking
God to guide, protect, and bless them
throughout the year.

Sunday School Kickoff
BY MELISSA WHALEN

 We're excited to welcome everyone back to
Sunday School

beginning Sunday, September 13! 

Flushing Christian Outreach is partnering with
Flushing Kroger and the Ally Challenge to help
feed our community. Can you please get the word
out to your congregations with this artwork and
help us 
Stuff the Bus with donated food items on 
Saturday, August 8th from 10AM - 4PM, 
at the Flushing Kroger, 1542 E Pierson Rd. 
The first 150 donations will receive one free pass
to the Ally Challenge Senior Golf Tournament at
Warwick Hills on August 30th. All donors will be
entered into a drawing to win a $250 gift card from
Kroger.

Stuff the Bus
for FCOC
SATURDAY, AUGUST 8TH FROM 10AM - 4PM



Family Promise of Mid Michigan News

Family Promise continues to support families experiencing a housing
crisis. The need to assist families continues to grow in our community.
Our stabilization program extends support to families to help them
stretch their budgets by providing food, personal care items and
household supplies. We also partner with other churches and
organizations to assist with emergencies to keep families in their homes. 
Currently our greatest need is funding for operations. The Golf
Tournament is one upcoming event to raise much needed funds. Due to
scheduling conflicts, the benefit concert that FUMC hosts and features
1Fifty, a Christian Rock Band, will not be held this year. The concert has
contributed over $2,000 each fall for over 10 years.                
We encourage you to consider a financial contribution to Family Promise
to help us continue to serve families. Contributions can be made by
check, cash or online at the web site.  Envelopes are available on the
Welcome Center or at the Mission table in Fellowship Hall.  
For more information, contact Carolyn. 

Donations of Non-perishable food, Household Supplies
and Personal Care Items     

Managing the items in the pantry is an ongoing task. It is important to
refer to the list of items provided as we are most aware of what families
actually select. Also, be sure to donate items that have dates that are
further out as they may not be selected right away. We are currently in
need of canned pasta, spaghetti sauce, microwaveable meals,
bottled water, juice-apple and mixed fruit, juice-boxes/pouches,
solid air fresheners, sunscreen, bug spray, fem. hygiene products,
toothpaste and brushes. Thank you for your continued support of
families in need. 

BY CAROLYN MALASKI

If you are not a golfer, please
encourage family and friends
to register. Registration
information is available in the
lobby or on 
the Family Promise web site.
If you are not golfing you can
still support Family Promise
by registering to join us for
dinner, make a monetary
donation or assist with items
for the silent auction.
For more details, contact
Carolyn.

Golf Fore Families 

“As soon as the weather
clears up, the men will
have a goof outing.”
“The outreach committee
has enlisted 25 volunteers
to make calls on people
who are not afflicted with
any church.”
“Parents are asked to
remind their children to
be on their pest behavior.”
“Ladies, don’t forget the
rummage sale. It’s a
chance to get rid of those
things not worth keeping
around the house. Bring
your husbands.”
“Ushers will eat
latecomers.”

Bulletin
Bloopers

Christian 
One Liners

God grades on the cross,
not the curve.
He who angers you,
controls you!
Quit griping about your
church; if it was perfect,
you couldn't belong.
Don't let your worries get
the best of you;
remember, Moses started
out as a basket case.
Many folks want to serve
God, but only as advisors.
Prayer: Don't give God
instructions -- just report
for duty!

The annual golf tournament is August 21 at Davison Country Club.
FUMC has one team registered and we hope you can join them. 



Briefly tell us about yourself: I’m married to Duane
for 37 years and I’ve been at our church for 35 years. 
How did you come to Christ? I  came to Christ at a 
youth retreat when I was a freshman in high school.
What are your hobbies?  Reading, quilting and cooking
Favorite Food:  I  really like Luigi’s pizza and a good steak.
What do you for a living?  I  am a retire nurse.
Favorite Bible Verse: Isaiah 40:31 Those who Hope in the Lord will renew their strength. 
They will soar on wings like eagles. They will run and not grow weary, they will walk and
not be faint. I  used to be a runner and I loved this before a race.
What’s a fun fact about yourself? I’m the mom of a very shy pitbull names Maisy and the
grandmother to 3 pitbulls and 4 kitties. I  also have 3 daughters. 
Travels: where have you been and where would you like to go?I  just got home from
Alaska and I’m not going anywhere anytime soon, except with the state. I would like to go
to Ireland someday.
Areas you serve(at church and outside of church): I  serve as the recording secretary of
the leadership board, I work at the soup kitchen every Tuesday and I sew quilts for Sleep In
Heavenly Peace and pillowcases for UWF.

Laurel Allyn

Getting To Know Your Neighbor
THIS MONTH, LET’S GET TO KNOW:

Pastor’s
Bookshelf
BY RUTH VANDERSANDE

This month I am doing something different with this section. Throughout the summer we have
been exploring the beatitudes found in Matthew 5. As we have explored those, we have
uncovered who has the heart of our God. As this is the beginning to the sermon on the mount,
one of Jesus’ biggest times of teaching recorded in scripture, it sets the tone for the entire rest of
the sermon. So, what I want you to do is read the sermon on the mount in parts. And before you
read each section, I want you to re-read the beatitudes, to view the teachings through those
lenses. You can find a book on the sermon of the mount to help guide you if you would like, but
the important piece is to dive into the sermon on the mount. The sections (all in the gospel of
Matthew) are Matthew 5: 1-12 (beatitudes so read this before each section): section 1: 5:13-16,
section 2: 5:17-20, section 3: 5:21-26, section 4: 5:27-37, section 5: 5:38-48, section 6: 6:1-18,
section 7: 6:19-34, section 8: 7:1-6, section 9: 7:7-14, section 10: 7:15-23, section 11: 7:24-29. I
hope you get the chance to further explore the sermon on the mount this month.

Beatitudes 
Mattthew 5:1-12

Sermon on the Mount:
Matthew 5:13-7:29



So often we wonder where God is in the midst of our life’s storms. When life become increasingly
more difficult with each passing day, we cry out, “God, where are you?”
Most sermons preached on today’s story concentrate on Peter. “Try harder. Have more faith. 
Be braver. Step out of the boat.” But when you look deeper, something more important springs forth.
This story isn’t primarily about Peter. While Peter is a depiction of all of us, this is more about how we
should trust Jesus in the midst of our storm. Let’s look closer to see why. 
You see, Jesus had just finished caring for needs by performing the miracle of feeding 5000 people
5 loaves of bread and two fish one evening. Afterwards, he immediately told the disciples to get into
a boat and go to the other side. He then delayed joining them by going up on the mountainside by
himself to pray. While it’s entirely possible that he sent them away so he could be alone with his
Father for a while (which we should all emulate), we also should notice that Jesus was waiting for the
perfect timing. He knew that a storm was coming, yet he told them to go ahead of him. It wasn’t until
just before dawn before he decided to join them by walking to them on water. Jesus waits for the
best moments to demonstrate exactly who he is. Just like when Jesus waited FOUR days before
resurrecting Lazarus from the tomb. 
This time, he waited until the storm came. When the waves were crashing against the boat and
the disciples were terrified. That’s when they saw him walking on the lake towards them. They cried
out in fear. They thought he was a ghost.
But Jesus immediately said to them: “Take courage! It is I. Don’t be afraid.” This wasn’t a rebuke.
This was encouragement that it was him. They were safe. In the original language, His words echo the
divine name of God Himself. “I AM.”
Think about that. They were in the storm because Jesus put them there. They were exactly where he
wanted them. And the very thing threatening the disciples was beneath His feet.
The storm that felt overwhelming to them was under complete authority to Him. 
While they were terrified and wondering where God was, Jesus said, “I’m right here”.  
Jesus did not remove the waves before approaching them. He walked on top of them.
And maybe that is one of the greatest revelations in the entire story. Jesus is not intimidated by what
terrifies you. The One standing above the storm was not merely a teacher or prophet. The great “I
AM” was there with them. It was God in the flesh, standing on chaos as though it were solid ground.
How did Peter respond? He asked Jesus to command him to join him out on the water. 
“Come,” he said. 
At first, it all went well. As long as Peter focused his attention on Jesus instead of the wind, he walk
on water. But when he became afraid, his doubt caused him to start sinking. Peter cried out in fear.
“Immediately Jesus reached out his hand and caught him.” 
Then they climbed into the boat and the wind died down. Did you see that? Immediately. That’s how
it is for us too. Not when we steady ourselves. Not when we learn our lesson. Not when we “do it
ourselves.” 
He doesn’t wait for us to become fearless. He reaches out when we cry out to him. When we seek him
and focus our attention back on him. When we trust him to save us. That is grace. 
Even when our faith trembles, His grip remains steady. 
And then Scripture says something beautiful. Jesus stepped into the boat and the storm stopped.
Peace is found in the presence of Christ. 
Jesus sent his disciples out into the boat without him... knowing the storm was about to hit. He
waited all night before joining them. When he got into the boat, the wind died down. This tells us
something very important about God. He knows our storms are coming. He has a plan. But he’s
waiting for the perfect time to act. If he moved too early, we’d miss seeing God at work. You won’t
see how much you need him or even why. We tend to think we have it all handled on our own and
then miss seeing what he was planning to do for us all along. Too late and disaster strikes. 
                                                                                                                                                        (Continued next page)

When The Storms Come
 Devotional By Rose Dessinger
 Read: Matthew 14:22-36

Jesus immediately said to them: “Take courage! 
It is I. Don’t be afraid.”  “Lord, if it’s you,”

Peter replied, “Tell me to come to you on the water.”
“Come,” he said. Then Peter got down out of the 

boat, walked on the water and came toward Jesus.M
at

th
ew
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4

27
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music, food trucks and gamesmusic, food trucks and gamesmusic, food trucks and games
from 4:30 - 6pmfrom 4:30 - 6pmfrom 4:30 - 6pm

and worship serviceand worship serviceand worship service
from 6-7pm.from 6-7pm.from 6-7pm.   

music, food trucks and games
from 4:30 - 6pm

and worship service
from 6-7pm. 

Calling All Churches!!
August 24August 24August 24  is the start of the new is the start of the new is the start of the new

school year!! We have beenschool year!! We have beenschool year!! We have been
invited to join together to invited to join together to invited to join together to praypraypray
for the students, teachers andfor the students, teachers andfor the students, teachers and
staff for the upcoming yeastaff for the upcoming yeastaff for the upcoming yearrr by by by
the Flushing Community Churchthe Flushing Community Churchthe Flushing Community Church
of the Nazarene. They have a funof the Nazarene. They have a funof the Nazarene. They have a fun

evening planned withevening planned withevening planned with   

thththAugust 24  is the start of the new
school year!! We have been

invited to join together to pray
for the students, teachers and
staff for the upcoming year by
the Flushing Community Church
of the Nazarene. They have a fun
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the Lord in

their
trouble,
    and he
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  Psalm 107: 28–30Psalm 107: 28–30 Psalm 107: 28–30
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        when itswhen its

waveswaves
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You rule
over the
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    when its

waves
mount up,

you still
them.

Psalm 89:9Psalm 89:9Psalm 89:9

(Continued)  
This story was meant to give believers courage in our own storms by revealing the One
who can stand above anything threatening them. We can trust the Savior who came to
rescue us.
In the end, it was never really about Peter’s bravery. Yes...we are called to trust in our
Savior. Yet the finished work of Jesus means believers do not live held together by
perfect faith. They live held together by a perfect Savior. Storms still come. Fear still
rises. Weakness still happens. But Jesus still walks toward His people in the middle of
all of it. All we have to do is trust the One who has everything in His perfect control.
Because storms and hardships continue in our lives. Yes... even a Christian’s life. It is
guaranteed. And they won’t always end the way we desire or hope for. Scripture tells
us we can trust that God has a perfect plan for that too. And maybe someone reading
this needs to remember today:
The storm around you does not mean Jesus is absent. The waves may feel strong. The
wind may feel relentless. But the One who stands above the storm is already coming
near. Those storms still obey him.
You are not saved by the strength of your grip on Him. You are saved by the strength of
His grip on you. Now THAT is good news! Amen. 

Flushing Christian
Outreach Center

August needs for Flushing residents in need
Drop off cereal in the fellowship hall bin.

Saturday, August  8th

@ 8:30 am 

Mens Breakfast
Calling all MEN!!

Come join us for breakfast!!

 Liberty Family Dining
6277 W Pierson Rd, Flushing 



Rose Dessinger

Flushing Christian Outreach Center

Join us at Flushing Valley Golf Club for an evening
of fellowship and hope as we come together to
support the future home of Flushing Christian
Outreach Center.
Tickets to the Gala are $150 and will admit two
adults. Those attending will enjoy dinner and
entertainment along with raffles and silent
auctions. 
Event tickets also come with two raffle tickets. 
The main prize is a side-by-side ATV and trailer,
generously donated by the Flushing Knights of
Columbus, along with nine other prizes valued at
$500 or more. Individual Raffle Tickets are $10
each.
Tickets are available at Flushing Christian Outreach
Food Center 
5409 W. Pierson Rd., Bueche’s lobby, Concerts in
the Park and Ace Hardware. See you there! 

Join us Saturday, September 26 @ 6pm
Harvest of Hope Gala 2026



August Birthdays

Preston Elliott 1

Carol Walker 3

Chris Pritt 4

Carl Pierce 6

Shaina Marie Wilson 6

Karen Florida 7

Sally Krueger 9

LillieAyn Smith 9

Ruth VanderSande 9

Ruth Brown 11

Valerie McCarty 11

Christie Dover 12

Sam Keef 13

Gary Whitmire 19

Floyd Schmitzer 26

Kris Supernaw 27

Lynne Whitmire 30

Finance SnapshotFinance Snapshot
thru Junethru June 2026 2026
Finance Snapshot
thru June 2026

Total Budget for 2026Total Budget for 2026    
General Fund: $300,000General Fund: $300,000
Total received in June 2026:Total received in June 2026:  
              GeneralGeneral                          $$          24,00024,000
              InterestInterest                          $$                      447447
              RentRent                                      $$                                00
              Capital Fund: $Capital Fund: $                      350350

General Fund ExpensesGeneral Fund Expenses  
  Paid in June:Paid in June:    $ 21,582$ 21,582

Total Budget for 2026  
General Fund: $300,000
Total received in June 2026: 
       General             $     24,000
       Interest             $           447
       Rent                   $                0
       Capital Fund: $           350
General Fund Expenses 
 Paid in June:  $ 21,582

Ways To Give

https://www.paypal.com/US/
fundraiser/charity/391105

PayPal Giving Fund
has no extra charges to

us or you! Click here:
Text flushingumc to 73256, 

followed by your gift amount, 
For example: 

“flushingumc $100” sent to the
number 73256

or go to:
onrealm.org/FlushingUnitedM/Give 

Text to give thru Vanco

or scan our
QR Code:

A Thank You Note
from The Office
BY ROSE DESSINGER

I’m BACK!! It feels like I’ve been gone forever. It’s so good to get
back to work & seeing everyone’s smiling faces. You all have been so
generous and thoughtful. So I’m shouting a big THANK YOU! to all
those who sat in my office every day. Thank you to those who
helped me with a few meals, for the countless prayers and to all who
sent me cards. I loved reading your messages and words of
encouragement. An especially big thank you to Pastor Ruth, HR and
the Leadership Board for giving me the ability to recover for 6 weeks
at home. You took care of my greatest need and I’m so grateful to
you all. Thank you Jesus for ensuring I beat cancer...just in the nick
of time. 
Though my hours were shorter when I returned, I seem to be getting
into the swing of things again. Rest assured, I’m not over doing it
and listening to my body when it says “stop”. Especially since I’m
still in the healing process.  It took a VERY long time getting here but
in hindsight, I’m glad it was during summer when it’s much quieter
here. I love you all and look forward to the start of the new school
year and beyond. God is SO good!!

Dear Church Family, 
We are so grateful for your love and caring, for the food and sharing the
wonderful funeral dinner in Jim's memory where many of you worked. 
Many gave to the construction project and/or endowment. 
We thank you with love,

-the Triplett family

https://www.paypal.com/US/fundraiser/charity/3911053
https://www.paypal.com/US/fundraiser/charity/3911053
http://onrealm.org/FlushingUnitedM/Give
http://onrealm.org/FlushingUnitedM/Give


VBSVBS                  20262026VBS         2026

THANK
YOU!

THANKTHANKTHANK
YOU!YOU!YOU!

THANK
YOU!

What an incredible week we had at Emerald 
Crossing VBS! On behalf of our entire VBS team, 
I want to extend a heartfelt thank you to our 
wonderful church family for making this ministry 
possible.
This year's VBS was truly one of our favorites! 
We welcomed 13 amazing children who spent the week learning about God's love through Bible stories,
music, crafts, games, science, and fellowship. The children especially loved singing and dancing during
praise and worship, and our outdoor games, especially the waterslide, were definitely a highlight of the
week! They also had an absolute blast during science as they extracted DNA from strawberries.
Watching their faces light up with excitement and wonder as they saw the DNA appear was priceless. Of
course, the delicious meals and snacks were another favorite, and we are so grateful to everyone who
helped prepare and serve them.
I continue to be amazed by the generosity of this congregation. The outpouring of support was
incredible. Whether you donated supplies, gave financially, prepared food, built props, volunteered
your time, or faithfully prayed for our children and leaders, you were an important part of this ministry.
Every act of kindness helped create a place where children felt welcomed, loved, and encouraged to
grow in their faith.
While 13 children may not seem like a large number, we know that ministry is never measured only by
attendance. If even one child leaves knowing a little more about God's love and grace, then we have
fulfilled the mission Christ has given us. This week, we planted seeds of faith, shared God's love, and
watched young hearts grow closer to Him. That is something worth celebrating.
Flushing United Methodist Church might be smaller in size compared to other churches, but it is
certainly mighty when it comes to sharing God's love, serving others, and investing in the children of
our community. Time and again, this congregation steps up with generous hearts, willing hands, and
faithful prayers. Whether it's supporting Vacation Bible School, reaching out to our neighbors, or
finding new ways to help children grow closer to Christ, you continually demonstrate what it means to
be the hands and feet of Jesus. Your love and commitment are making an eternal difference, and that is
something truly worth celebrating.
From the bottom of my heart, thank you for believing in this ministry and for supporting it in so many
ways. It is an incredible blessing to serve alongside such caring and faithful people, and I am so grateful
to call Flushing United Methodist Church my church.
Thank you for your generosity.
Thank you for your prayers.
Thank you for your time.
Thank you for your love.
Together, we are helping children discover that they are deeply loved by God, and there is no greater
gift than that.

Thank You Letter
From Christian Education
BY MELISSA WHALEN, DIRECTOR

(Solution on next page)



Talk To Us

office@flushingumc.org
(810) 659-5172
Flushingumc.org
413 E Main St.,
Flushing, MI 48433

Rev. Ruth’s email:
pastor@flushingumc.org
(734) 436-9099

Mar 1 - Autumn Cichowski
Mar 8 - Cathy Riley
Mar 15- Kris Supernaw
               & Eric Mason
Mar 22- Teresa Casteel 
Mar 29- Cathy Riley

Worship Leader 11:15am

Worship Servants

Aug  2 - Dave Lewis
Aug  9 - Carolyn Malaski
Aug 16 - Laragene Triplett
Aug 23 - Jeff Welch
Aug 30 -  Melissa Whalen

Aug  2 - Dave Lewis
Aug  9 - Carolyn Malaski
Aug 16 - Laragene Triplett
Aug 23 - Jeff Welch
Aug 30 -  Melissa Whalen

Scripture Readers 
8:45am
Scripture Readers 
8:45am

Computer /Sound Board
8:45am
Computer /Sound Board
8:45am

Hospitality
10:00am
Hospitality
10:00am

Aug 2 - Sue Durling, Peggy Yats
Aug 9 - Dave Lewis, Tim Seaman
Aug 16 - B & L Baker, C. Dick
Aug 23 - B. Farrow, T & M Whalen
Aug 30 - ? 

Aug 2 - Sue Durling, Peggy Yats
Aug 9 - Dave Lewis, Tim Seaman
Aug 16 - B & L Baker, C. Dick
Aug 23 - B. Farrow, T & M Whalen
Aug 30 - ? 

Usher/Greeters
8:45am
Usher/Greeters
8:45am

Published the last Wednesday of the month
Editor: Rose Dessinger

Church Staff
Lead Pastor: Rev. Ruth VanderSande
Office Manager: Rose Dessinger
Christian Ed. Director: Melissa Whalen
Accompanist: Jinah Chun
Custodian: Marlene Cooper
Play Place: Lindsey Wagner,
                      LillieAyn Smith

Prayer Room
 Please remember in your hearts and prayers for: 

+ Keith, recovering from stroke
+ Tom, with prostate cancer 
+ Brother with returned cancer
+ Trudy, recovering from surgery
+ Ellen, with arm issues
+ Kevin, in rehab
+ Dawn, with lung issues
+ Kevin, in rehab

+ Dawn, with lung issues
+ Susan, mass on pituitary gland
+ Cathy, double kidney infection
+ Ellen, continued healing 
+ Destiny, broken jaw from car
accident 
+ Continued prayers for Katie V.

Articles for the September 2026 Newsletter 
is due by: August 20, 2026

Worship Leader
11:15am
Worship Leader
11:15am

Aug 2 - Nancy Elsner
Aug 9 -Rose Dessinger
Aug 16 -Nancy Elsner
Aug 23 -Karen Florida
Aug 30 - Travis Whalen

Aug 2 - Nancy Elsner
Aug 9 -Rose Dessinger
Aug 16 -Nancy Elsner
Aug 23 -Karen Florida
Aug 30 - Travis Whalen

Aug 2 - Jim & Liz Fonger
Aug 9 - Dennis & Amy Kleinedler
Aug 16 - Dan & Laurie Yaklin
Aug 23 - Rusty Eavy, Judy Martz
Aug 30 - Ruth Brown

Aug 2 - Jim & Liz Fonger
Aug 9 - Dennis & Amy Kleinedler
Aug 16 - Dan & Laurie Yaklin
Aug 23 - Rusty Eavy, Judy Martz
Aug 30 - Ruth Brown

Aug 2 - Cathy Riley
Aug 9 -K. Supernaw, E. Mason
Aug 16 -Teresa Casteel
Aug 23 -Autumn Cichowski
Aug 30 - Cathy Riley

Aug 2 - Cathy Riley
Aug 9 -K. Supernaw, E. Mason
Aug 16 -Teresa Casteel
Aug 23 -Autumn Cichowski
Aug 30 - Cathy Riley

Rose Dessinger

God of all comfort, wrap Your loving
arms around each of them, comfort

their sorrow and ease their pain. Heal
their broken hearts and calm their

fears, filling the void with Your peace
that passes all understanding. Amen.

With Heartfelt Sympathy
To Laragene Triplett, family and friends on the loss of her husband, Jim.

To Michelle Fortelka, family and friends on the loss
of her father, Jerry Evans.  

To friends and family on the loss of member, Beth Haight.
To Pam Marshall, friends and family on the loss of her father, Jerry.

To Gary Whitmire, friends and family on the loss of his mother, Vivian.
To the friends and family on the loss of member, Ann Waldo.

The loss is great and they will be greatly missed. 
May these families be uplifted by our prayers. 

(Solution)
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	Flushing United Methodist Church               August 2026
	Together In Faith
	The men were amazed and asked,  What kind of man is this? Even the winds and the waves obey him!
	Matthew 8:27
	Devotional (p.6) “When the Storms Come”
	SUNDAY SERVICES
	8:45 am  Traditional Service

	SUNDAY SCHOOL
	10 am - All Ages

	YOUTH GROUP
	6th - 12th Grade 3:00 - 4:30 pm


	Pastor’s Corner
	11:15 am Contemporary Worship

	(Continued ... Pastor’s Corner)
	August offers us a chance to worship together with our combined services lasting each Sunday of the month. On August 9th we will be having a hymn sing, and the Rev. J.D. Landis will be preaching on the 16th. Then we will finish out our series on the beatitudes. Our students, teachers and school staff will be heading back to school this month, so we will be having a blessing of the backpacks on August 23rd. There will also be a day of prayer offered by the area churches on August 22nd. I will also be out of office from August 9-22. Rev. Kim Metzer and Rev. Heather Nowak will be on call for pastoral emergencies. Their numbers will be available in the office as needed.
	Don’t forget to take a minute to fill out the interest form for our new work teams. Once I return from vacation we will begin to reach out to those who have expressed interest in one or more of the teams.  As always, I look forward to worshiping with you this month and to see what new things God will be doing in our church.
	In Christ,
	Rev. Ruth VanderSande


	August  Sermons & Scriptures
	Sermon Series:  Am I Blessed: A study of the Beatitudes
	August 2 Sermon: Making Peace                                    Scripture: Matthew 5:9, Genesis 50:15-21 Hymns: #467 Trust and Obey, #377 It Is Well
	August 9 Sermon: Hymn Sing!                                        Scripture: Psalm 95:1-7a Hymns: # 62All Creatures of Our God and King, # Let There Be Peace on Earth
	August 16 Sermon:  Hymns: #367 He Touched Me, #504 Old Rugged Cross
	August 23 Sermon: Persevering Persecution Scripture: Matthew 5:10, Acts 7:51-60 Hymns: #396 O Jesus I Have Promised, #593 Here I Am, Lord
	August 30 Sermon: Where is Your Reward? Scripture: Matthew 5:11-12, Matthew 6:19-24 Hymns: #147 All Things Bright and Beautiful, #569 We’ve a Story to Tell to the Nations

	Coming in September!
	Building Project Update
	BY JIM THOMAS

	Stuff the Bus for FCOC
	SATURDAY, AUGUST 8TH FROM 10AM - 4PM

	Sunday School Kickoff
	BY MELISSA WHALEN
	We're excited to welcome everyone back to Sunday School beginning Sunday, September 13!

	Family Promise of Mid Michigan News
	BY CAROLYN MALASKI
	Donations of Non-perishable food, Household Supplies and Personal Care Items
	Golf Fore Families
	Bulletin Bloopers
	Christian  One Liners

	Getting To Know Your Neighbor
	THIS MONTH, LET’S GET TO KNOW:
	Laurel Allyn
	Briefly tell us about yourself: I’m married to Duane for 37 years and I’ve been at our church for 35 years.  How did you come to Christ? I came to Christ at a  youth retreat when I was a freshman in high school. What are your hobbies? Reading, quilting and cooking Favorite Food: I really like Luigi’s pizza and a good steak. What do you for a living? I am a retire nurse. Favorite Bible Verse: Isaiah 40:31 Those who Hope in the Lord will renew their strength.  They will soar on wings like eagles. They will run and not grow weary, they will walk and not be faint. I used to be a runner and I loved this before a race. What’s a fun fact about yourself? I’m the mom of a very shy pitbull names Maisy and the grandmother to 3 pitbulls and 4 kitties. I also have 3 daughters.  Travels: where have you been and where would you like to go?I just got home from Alaska and I’m not going anywhere anytime soon, except with the state. I would like to go to Ireland someday. Areas you serve(at church and outside of church): I serve as the recording secretary of the leadership board, I work at the soup kitchen every Tuesday and I sew quilts for Sleep In Heavenly Peace and pillowcases for UWF.


	Pastor’s Bookshelf
	BY RUTH VANDERSANDE
	This month I am doing something different with this section. Throughout the summer we have been exploring the beatitudes found in Matthew 5. As we have explored those, we have uncovered who has the heart of our God. As this is the beginning to the sermon on the mount, one of Jesus’ biggest times of teaching recorded in scripture, it sets the tone for the entire rest of the sermon. So, what I want you to do is read the sermon on the mount in parts. And before you read each section, I want you to re-read the beatitudes, to view the teachings through those lenses. You can find a book on the sermon of the mount to help guide you if you would like, but the important piece is to dive into the sermon on the mount. The sections (all in the gospel of Matthew) are Matthew 5: 1-12 (beatitudes so read this before each section): section 1: 5:13-16, section 2: 5:17-20, section 3: 5:21-26, section 4: 5:27-37, section 5: 5:38-48, section 6: 6:1-18, section 7: 6:19-34, section 8: 7:1-6, section 9: 7:7-14, section 10: 7:15-23, section 11: 7:24-29. I hope you get the chance to further explore the sermon on the mount this month.

	When The Storms Come  Devotional By Rose Dessinger  Read: Matthew 14:22-36
	So often we wonder where God is in the midst of our life’s storms. When life become increasingly more difficult with each passing day, we cry out, “God, where are you?” Most sermons preached on today’s story concentrate on Peter. “Try harder. Have more faith.  Be braver. Step out of the boat.” But when you look deeper, something more important springs forth. This story isn’t primarily about Peter. While Peter is a depiction of all of us, this is more about how we should trust Jesus in the midst of our storm. Let’s look closer to see why.  You see, Jesus had just finished caring for needs by performing the miracle of feeding 5000 people     5 loaves of bread and two fish one evening. Afterwards, he immediately told the disciples to get into a boat and go to the other side. He then delayed joining them by going up on the mountainside by himself to pray. While it’s entirely possible that he sent them away so he could be alone with his Father for a while (which we should all emulate), we also should notice that Jesus was waiting for the perfect timing. He knew that a storm was coming, yet he told them to go ahead of him. It wasn’t until just before dawn before he decided to join them by walking to them on water. Jesus waits for the best moments to demonstrate exactly who he is. Just like when Jesus waited FOUR days before resurrecting Lazarus from the tomb.  This time, he waited until the storm came. When the waves were crashing against the boat and                                  the disciples were terrified. That’s when they saw him walking on the lake towards them. They cried out in fear. They thought he was a ghost. But Jesus immediately said to them: “Take courage! It is I. Don’t be afraid.” This wasn’t a rebuke. This was encouragement that it was him. They were safe. In the original language, His words echo the divine name of God Himself. “I AM.” Think about that. They were in the storm because Jesus put them there. They were exactly where he wanted them. And the very thing threatening the disciples was beneath His feet. The storm that felt overwhelming to them was under complete authority to Him.  While they were terrified and wondering where God was, Jesus said, “I’m right here”.   Jesus did not remove the waves before approaching them. He walked on top of them. And maybe that is one of the greatest revelations in the entire story. Jesus is not intimidated by what terrifies you. The One standing above the storm was not merely a teacher or prophet. The great “I AM” was there with them. It was God in the flesh, standing on chaos as though it were solid ground. How did Peter respond? He asked Jesus to command him to join him out on the water.  “Come,” he said.  At first, it all went well. As long as Peter focused his attention on Jesus instead of the wind, he walk on water. But when he became afraid, his doubt caused him to start sinking. Peter cried out in fear. “Immediately Jesus reached out his hand and caught him.”  Then they climbed into the boat and the wind died down. Did you see that? Immediately. That’s how it is for us too. Not when we steady ourselves. Not when we learn our lesson. Not when we “do it ourselves.”  He doesn’t wait for us to become fearless. He reaches out when we cry out to him. When we seek him and focus our attention back on him. When we trust him to save us. That is grace.  Even when our faith trembles, His grip remains steady.  And then Scripture says something beautiful. Jesus stepped into the boat and the storm stopped.   Peace is found in the presence of Christ.  Jesus sent his disciples out into the boat without him... knowing the storm was about to hit. He waited all night before joining them. When he got into the boat, the wind died down. This tells us something very important about God. He knows our storms are coming. He has a plan. But he’s waiting for the perfect time to act. If he moved too early, we’d miss seeing God at work. You won’t see how much you need him or even why. We tend to think we have it all handled on our own and then miss seeing what he was planning to do for us all along. Too late and disaster strikes.                                                                                                                                                          (Continued next page)
	(Continued)   This story was meant to give believers courage in our own storms by revealing the One who can stand above anything threatening them. We can trust the Savior who came to rescue us. In the end, it was never really about Peter’s bravery. Yes...we are called to trust in our Savior. Yet the finished work of Jesus means believers do not live held together by perfect faith. They live held together by a perfect Savior. Storms still come. Fear still rises. Weakness still happens. But Jesus still walks toward His people in the middle of all of it. All we have to do is trust the One who has everything in His perfect control. Because storms and hardships continue in our lives. Yes... even a Christian’s life. It is guaranteed. And they won’t always end the way we desire or hope for. Scripture tells us we can trust that God has a perfect plan for that too. And maybe someone reading this needs to remember today: The storm around you does not mean Jesus is absent. The waves may feel strong. The wind may feel relentless. But the One who stands above the storm is already coming near. Those storms still obey him. You are not saved by the strength of your grip on Him. You are saved by the strength of His grip on you. Now THAT is good news! Amen.

	Mens Breakfast
	Calling all MEN!! Come join us for breakfast!!

	Flushing Christian Outreach Center
	August needs for Flushing residents in need
	Drop off cereal in the fellowship hall bin.

	Saturday, August  8th @ 8:30 am
	Liberty Family Dining 6277 W Pierson Rd, Flushing


	Calling All Churches!!
	August 24th is the start of the new school year!! We have been invited to join together to pray for the students, teachers and staff for the upcoming year by the Flushing Community Church of the Nazarene. They have a fun evening planned with
	music, food trucks and games from 4:30 - 6pm and worship service from 6-7pm.
	Then they cried out to the Lord in their trouble,     and he brought them out of their distress. He stilled the storm to a whisper;  the waves  of the sea were hushed. They were glad when it grew calm,     and he guided them to their desired haven.
	You rule over the surging sea;     when its waves mount up, you still them.

	Flushing Christian Outreach Center
	Harvest of Hope Gala 2026
	Join us Saturday, September 26 @ 6pm

	A Thank You Note from The Office
	BY ROSE DESSINGER
	Ways To Give
	https://www.paypal.com/US/fundraiser/charity/391105
	Total Budget for 2026   General Fund: $300,000
	Total received in June 2026:         General             $     24,000        Interest             $           447        Rent                   $                0        Capital Fund: $           350
	General Fund Expenses   Paid in June:  $ 21,582

	Finance Snapshot thru June 2026
	Thank You Letter From Christian Education
	THANK YOU!
	THANK YOU!


	VBS         2026
	BY MELISSA WHALEN, DIRECTOR
	(Solution on next page)


	Prayer Room
	Please remember in your hearts and prayers for:

	With Heartfelt Sympathy
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