
IMPORTANT NEWS ABOUT THE DOWNTOWN EAST SIDE STREET OUTREACH MINISTRY 

It is with both gratitude and hope that we write to acknowledge Fr Matthew Johnson’s decision to retire 
at the end of September after 22 years as Street Outreach Priest, attached to St. James’ Parish in the 
Diocese of New Westminster.  Fr Matthew conceived and founded this unique ministry to the Downtown 
East Side and nurtured it for more than two decades with conviction, commitment and compassion. 

The ministry is a direct and powerful response to Jesus’ Gospel call (quoting Isaiah) “to bring good news 
to the poor” (Luke 4.18).  Its purpose is to offer sacramentally rooted, front-line pastoral care to the 
residents of our community:  to bring the altar to the street, and vice versa.  Today, well over �ive hundred 
individuals are personally known to Fr Matthew and his team, and thousands more have bene�ited from 
their presence, walking alongside them, hearing their stories, and responding to their needs, both 
spiritual and practical. 

We look forward to several upcoming opportunities to express our deep thanks to Fr Matthew, and best 
wishes for the next chapter in his life and vocation, including a parish celebration on his last Sunday at St. 
James’ (September 27th), a by-invitation reception at the diocesan of�ice on the Feast of St. Michael and All 
Angels (September 29th), and an occasion for the DTES community at the Carnegie Centre (date TBA). 

At the same time, we are committed to ensuring the continuity of the Street Outreach Initiative.  During 
the forthcoming interim period, experienced members of Fr Matthew’s team will continue regular walks 
through the neighbourhood.  Over the summer, a Search Committee will be formed, with parish, diocesan 
and community representatives, to begin the process of seeking a priest with a heart for this work as Fr 
Matthew’s permanent successor. 

We want to take this opportunity to thank the many people who continue to support this ministry, 
including the members of the Operational Support and Advisory Group and numerous other generous 
donors.  The Street Outreach Initiative continues to be �inancially viable, thanks to ongoing annual 
commitments from both St. James’ Parish and the Diocese of New Westminster, as well as contributions 
from individuals and foundations. 

Now more than ever, however, your gifts are needed to see us through the coming transitional year.  As 
with many worthwhile causes, donations to the Street Outreach Initiative aren’t keeping pace with the 
need to support our vulnerable brothers and sisters.  Your donations have never been more important 
than right now.  Please take note of the many ways you can give to ensure that Fr Matthew’s legacy 
remains strong and sustainable in the future.  Thank you in advance for your tax-deductible donation! 

The Most Rev’d John Stephens 
Archbishop 
Anglican Diocese of New Westminster 

The Rev’d Amanda Ruston 
Rector 

St. James’ Anglican Church, Vancouver 

Please consider making a gift to St. James' Street Outreach through any of these options: 
• Access stjames.bc.ca/donate and select "Street Outreach Initiative" under "Fund."
• Make a cheque payable to the Diocese of New Westminster and add “Street Outreach”
to the memo line.
• Click or scan the QR code:

https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fstjames.bc.ca%2Fdonate&data=05%7C02%7CMSousa%40vancouver.anglican.ca%7Cb0b23678a1dc41cd630e08dedbccbfff%7C0581d114e7aa4a44a59e3cd78e7b2eb2%7C0%7C0%7C639189869611422872%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=pT9Vze82KJ%2BEINW%2FfnDw6SR4T3p4b8kBQ%2FXDOk4EfAY%3D&reserved=0
https://give.tithe.ly/?formId=8ee14cb1-6865-11ee-90fc-1260ab546d11&fundId=583ac7c9-1f79-4a15-8958-e64c3a673587&locationId=32d94275-4b4a-4b97-9f2a-d65f13eb1505

