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Seeing the messiah in PSALMS



Class purpose
Looking back // looking forward

• Intent is to highlight and dwell on how these same passages reveal the 
Messiah—for this class it will be references from the Psalms


• Lessons should ‘reveal’: 


• 	What the identified OT scriptures mean in relation to the Christ


• 	How they verify who Jesus is 


• 	How they confirm who made the statement


• 	How we can see this linkage for ourselves 


• 	How we can readily share this info with others



Video



Hebrews 1 - Jesus is the heir
Jesus’ superiority to angels

• In Chapter 1, the author of Hebrews opens the argument that Jesus is the heir
—the promised Messiah, the true son of God


• The first step is to show Jesus’ superiority over all of creation—beginning with 
angels


• To back up this initial claim, the writer references Psalms four times

Let’s read through these references—see if you can guess which 
sections will be referenced



1 Why do the nations conspire 
    and the peoples plot in vain?

2 The kings of the earth rise up 
    and the rulers band together 
    against the Lord and against his 
anointed,   

    saying,

3 “Let us break their chains 
    and throw off their shackles.”

4 The One enthroned in heaven laughs; 
    the Lord scoffs at them.

5 He rebukes them in his anger 
    and terrifies them in his wrath, saying,

6 “I have installed my king 
    on Zion, my holy mountain.”

7 I will proclaim the Lord’s decree:


He said to me, “You are my son; 
    today I have become your father.

8 Ask me, 
    and I will make the nations your 
inheritance, 
    the ends of the earth your possession.

9 You will break them with a rod of iron; 
    you will dash them to pieces like pottery.”

10 Therefore, you kings, be wise; 
    be warned, you rulers of the earth.

11 Serve the Lord with fear 
    and celebrate his rule with trembling.

12 Kiss his son, or he will be angry 
    and your way will lead to your 
destruction, 
for his wrath can flare up in a moment. 
    Blessed are all who take refuge in him.

Psalm 2 Anonymous



1 My heart is stirred by a noble theme 
    as I recite my verses for the king; 
    my tongue is the pen of a skillful 
writer.

2 You are the most excellent of men 
    and your lips have been anointed 
with grace, 
    since God has blessed you forever.

3 Gird your sword on your side, you 
mighty one; 
    clothe yourself with splendor and 
majesty.

4 In your majesty ride forth victoriously 
    in the cause of truth, humility and 
justice; 
    let your right hand achieve 
awesome deeds.

5 Let your sharp arrows pierce the 
hearts of the king’s enemies; 
    let the nations fall beneath your 
feet.

6 Your throne, O God, will last for ever 
and ever; 

    a scepter of justice will be the 
scepter of your kingdom.

7 You love righteousness and hate 
wickedness; 
    therefore God, your God, has set 
you above your companions 
    by anointing you with the oil of joy.

8 All your robes are fragrant with 
myrrh and aloes and cassia; 
    from palaces adorned with ivory 
    the music of the strings makes you 
glad.

9 Daughters of kings are among your 
honored women; 
    at your right hand is the royal bride 
in gold of Ophir.

10 Listen, daughter, and pay careful 
attention: 
    Forget your people and your 
father’s house.

11 Let the king be enthralled by your 
beauty; 
    honor him, for he is your lord.


12 The city of Tyre will come with a 
gift, 
    people of wealth will seek your 
favor.

13 All glorious is the princess within 
her chamber; 
    her gown is interwoven with gold.

14 In embroidered garments she is led 
to the king; 
    her virgin companions follow her— 
    those brought to be with her.

15 Led in with joy and gladness, 
    they enter the palace of the king.

16 Your sons will take the place of 
your fathers; 
    you will make them princes 
throughout the land.

17 I will perpetuate your memory 
through all generations; 
    therefore the nations will praise you 
for ever and ever.

Psalm 45 Sons of korah. A wedding song



1 Hear my prayer, Lord; 
    let my cry for help come to you.

2 Do not hide your face from me 
    when I am in distress. 
Turn your ear to me; 
    when I call, answer me quickly.

3 For my days vanish like smoke; 
    my bones burn like glowing embers.

4 My heart is blighted and withered like grass; 
    I forget to eat my food.

5 In my distress I groan aloud 
    and am reduced to skin and bones.

6 I am like a desert owl, 
    like an owl among the ruins.

7 I lie awake; I have become 
    like a bird alone on a roof.

8 All day long my enemies taunt me; 
    those who rail against me use my name as 
a curse.

9 For I eat ashes as my food 
    and mingle my drink with tears

10 because of your great wrath, 
    for you have taken me up and thrown me 
aside.

11 My days are like the evening shadow; 
    I wither away like grass.


12 But you, Lord, sit enthroned forever; 
    your renown endures through all 
generations.

13 You will arise and have compassion on 
Zion, 
    for it is time to show favor to her; 
    the appointed time has come.

14 For her stones are dear to your servants; 
    her very dust moves them to pity.

15 The nations will fear the name of the Lord, 
    all the kings of the earth will revere your 
glory.

16 For the Lord will rebuild Zion 
    and appear in his glory.

17 He will respond to the prayer of the 
destitute; 
    he will not despise their plea.

18 Let this be written for a future generation, 
    that a people not yet created may praise 
the Lord:

19 “The Lord looked down from his sanctuary 
on high, 
    from heaven he viewed the earth,

20 to hear the groans of the prisoners 
    and release those condemned to death.”


21 So the name of the Lord will be declared in 
Zion 
    and his praise in Jerusalem

22 when the peoples and the kingdoms 
    assemble to worship the Lord.

23 In the course of my life[b] he broke my 
strength; 
    he cut short my days.

24 So I said: 
“Do not take me away, my God, in the midst 
of my days; 
    your years go on through all generations.

25 In the beginning you laid the foundations 
of the earth, 
    and the heavens are the work of your 
hands.

26 They will perish, but you remain; 
    they will all wear out like a garment. 
Like clothing you will change them 
    and they will be discarded.

27 But you remain the same, 
    and your years will never end.

28 The children of your servants will live in 
your presence; 
    their descendants will be established 
before you.”

Psalm 102 A prayer of an afflicted person who has grown weak and pours out a lament before the lord



1 The Lord says to my lord:

“Sit at my right hand 
    until I make your enemies 
    a footstool for your feet.”

2 The Lord will extend your mighty 
scepter from Zion, saying, 
    “Rule in the midst of your 
enemies!”

3 Your troops will be willing 
    on your day of battle. 
Arrayed in holy splendor, 
    your young men will come to you 
    like dew from the morning’s womb.


4 The Lord has sworn 
    and will not change his mind: 
“You are a priest forever, 
    in the order of Melchizedek.”

5 The Lord is at your right hand; 
    he will crush kings on the day of 
his wrath.

6 He will judge the nations, heaping 
up the dead 
    and crushing the rulers of the 
whole earth.

7 He will drink from a brook along the 
way, 
    and so he will lift his head high.

Psalm 110 David



How do you think you did? 

How much of the psalm do you think was 
referenced?



In the past God spoke to our ancestors through the prophets at many times and 
in various ways, but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom 
he appointed heir of all things, and through whom also he made the universe. 
The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact representation of his 
being, sustaining all things by his powerful word. After he had provided 
purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty in heaven. So 
he became as much superior to the angels as the name he has inherited is 
superior to theirs.

For to which of the angels did God ever say,

“You are my Son; 
    today I have become your Father”?

Or again,

“I will be his Father, 
    and he will be my Son”?

Hebrews 1:1-5



And again, when God brings his firstborn into the world, he says,

“Let all God’s angels worship him.”

In speaking of the angels he says,

“He makes his angels spirits, 
    and his servants flames of fire.”

But about the Son he says,

“Your throne, O God, will last for ever and ever; 
    a scepter of justice will be the scepter of your kingdom. 
You have loved righteousness and hated wickedness; 
    therefore God, your God, has set you above your companions 
    by anointing you with the oil of joy.” 

Hebrews 1:6-9



He also says,

“In the beginning, Lord, you laid the foundations of the earth, 
    and the heavens are the work of your hands. 
They will perish, but you remain; 
    they will all wear out like a garment. 
You will roll them up like a robe; 
    like a garment they will be changed. 
But you remain the same, 
    and your years will never end.” 
To which of the angels did God ever say,

“Sit at my right hand 
    until I make your enemies 
    a footstool for your feet”?

14 Are not all angels ministering spirits sent to serve those who will inherit 
salvation?


Hebrews 1:10-14



Now, let’s walk back through the psalms to 
highlight the referenced portions



1 Why do the nations conspire 
    and the peoples plot in vain?

2 The kings of the earth rise up 
    and the rulers band together 
    against the Lord and against his 
anointed,   

    saying,

3 “Let us break their chains 
    and throw off their shackles.”

4 The One enthroned in heaven laughs; 
    the Lord scoffs at them.

5 He rebukes them in his anger 
    and terrifies them in his wrath, saying,

6 “I have installed my king 
    on Zion, my holy mountain.”

7 I will proclaim the Lord’s decree:


He said to me, “You are my son; 
    today I have become your father.

8 Ask me, 
    and I will make the nations your 
inheritance, 
    the ends of the earth your possession.

9 You will break them with a rod of iron; 
    you will dash them to pieces like pottery.”

10 Therefore, you kings, be wise; 
    be warned, you rulers of the earth.

11 Serve the Lord with fear 
    and celebrate his rule with trembling.

12 Kiss his son, or he will be angry 
    and your way will lead to your 
destruction, 
for his wrath can flare up in a moment. 
    Blessed are all who take refuge in him.

Psalm 2 Anonymous



1 My heart is stirred by a noble theme 
    as I recite my verses for the king; 
    my tongue is the pen of a skillful 
writer.

2 You are the most excellent of men 
    and your lips have been anointed 
with grace, 
    since God has blessed you forever.

3 Gird your sword on your side, you 
mighty one; 
    clothe yourself with splendor and 
majesty.

4 In your majesty ride forth victoriously 
    in the cause of truth, humility and 
justice; 
    let your right hand achieve 
awesome deeds.

5 Let your sharp arrows pierce the 
hearts of the king’s enemies; 
    let the nations fall beneath your 
feet.

6 Your throne, O God, will last for 
ever and ever; 

    a scepter of justice will be the 
scepter of your kingdom. 
7 You love righteousness and hate 
wickedness; 
    therefore God, your God, has set 
you above your companions 
    by anointing you with the oil of 
joy. 
8 All your robes are fragrant with 
myrrh and aloes and cassia; 
    from palaces adorned with ivory 
    the music of the strings makes you 
glad.

9 Daughters of kings are among your 
honored women; 
    at your right hand is the royal bride 
in gold of Ophir.

10 Listen, daughter, and pay careful 
attention: 
    Forget your people and your 
father’s house.

11 Let the king be enthralled by your 
beauty; 
    honor him, for he is your lord.


12 The city of Tyre will come with a 
gift, 
    people of wealth will seek your 
favor.

13 All glorious is the princess within 
her chamber; 
    her gown is interwoven with gold.

14 In embroidered garments she is led 
to the king; 
    her virgin companions follow her— 
    those brought to be with her.

15 Led in with joy and gladness, 
    they enter the palace of the king.

16 Your sons will take the place of 
your fathers; 
    you will make them princes 
throughout the land.

17 I will perpetuate your memory 
through all generations; 
    therefore the nations will praise you 
for ever and ever.

Psalm 45 Sons of korah. A wedding song



1 Hear my prayer, Lord; 
    let my cry for help come to you.

2 Do not hide your face from me 
    when I am in distress. 
Turn your ear to me; 
    when I call, answer me quickly.

3 For my days vanish like smoke; 
    my bones burn like glowing embers.

4 My heart is blighted and withered like grass; 
    I forget to eat my food.

5 In my distress I groan aloud 
    and am reduced to skin and bones.

6 I am like a desert owl, 
    like an owl among the ruins.

7 I lie awake; I have become 
    like a bird alone on a roof.

8 All day long my enemies taunt me; 
    those who rail against me use my name as 
a curse.

9 For I eat ashes as my food 
    and mingle my drink with tears

10 because of your great wrath, 
    for you have taken me up and thrown me 
aside.

11 My days are like the evening shadow; 
    I wither away like grass.


12 But you, Lord, sit enthroned forever; 
    your renown endures through all 
generations.

13 You will arise and have compassion on 
Zion, 
    for it is time to show favor to her; 
    the appointed time has come.

14 For her stones are dear to your servants; 
    her very dust moves them to pity.

15 The nations will fear the name of the Lord, 
    all the kings of the earth will revere your 
glory.

16 For the Lord will rebuild Zion 
    and appear in his glory.

17 He will respond to the prayer of the 
destitute; 
    he will not despise their plea.

18 Let this be written for a future generation, 
    that a people not yet created may praise 
the Lord:

19 “The Lord looked down from his sanctuary 
on high, 
    from heaven he viewed the earth,

20 to hear the groans of the prisoners 
    and release those condemned to death.”


21 So the name of the Lord will be declared in 
Zion 
    and his praise in Jerusalem

22 when the peoples and the kingdoms 
    assemble to worship the Lord.

23 In the course of my life[b] he broke my 
strength; 
    he cut short my days.

24 So I said: 
“Do not take me away, my God, in the midst 
of my days; 
    your years go on through all generations.

25 In the beginning you laid the 
foundations of the earth, 
    and the heavens are the work of your 
hands. 
26 They will perish, but you remain; 
    they will all wear out like a garment. 
Like clothing you will change them 
    and they will be discarded. 
27 But you remain the same, 
    and your years will never end. 
28 The children of your servants will live in 
your presence; 
    their descendants will be established 
before you.”

Psalm 102 A prayer of an afflicted person who has grown weak and pours out a lament before the lord



1 The Lord says to my lord: 
“Sit at my right hand 
    until I make your enemies 
    a footstool for your feet.” 
2 The Lord will extend your mighty 
scepter from Zion, saying, 
    “Rule in the midst of your 
enemies!”

3 Your troops will be willing 
    on your day of battle. 
Arrayed in holy splendor, 
    your young men will come to you 
    like dew from the morning’s womb.


4 The Lord has sworn 
    and will not change his mind: 
“You are a priest forever, 
    in the order of Melchizedek.”

5 The Lord is at your right hand; 
    he will crush kings on the day of 
his wrath.

6 He will judge the nations, heaping 
up the dead 
    and crushing the rulers of the 
whole earth.

7 He will drink from a brook along the 
way, 
    and so he will lift his head high.

Psalm 110 David



Key Takeaways
Psalms

• Psalms teaches us to neither ignore our pain nor let it determine our lives

• God will fulfill his promises from the Torah and send the Messiah

• All about the lament, praise, faith, and hope of God’s people


• NT writers—of Hebrews in today’s case—used Psalms to back up their 
claims about Jesus as the Messiah

• Relatively small portions of the psalms were used to justify

• Demonstrates God’s foresight and wisdom—hoe He reveals himself to His people


