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The Kingdom of Heaven Is Like …
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Matthew 13:44-52
Series A, Pentecost 9, July 26, 2026
“Have you understood all these things?” They said to him, “Yes.” Matthew 13:51
	Whoever says there’s no humor in the Bible, really hasn’t read it. There’s a lot of humor in the Bible, like Matthew 13, verse 51.  Jesus has just taught a whole series of parables, stories that teach a spiritual truth. Then, when he’s finished, Jesus asks his disciples, “Have you understood all these things?”  Without any hesitation, they all answer, “Yes.”  Really?  
Do the disciples really understand “all these things”? Do pastors, after years of study, understand “all these things”?  Has any of us really figured it all out?  Until after the crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus, and then the coming of the Holy Spirit on the church at Pentecost, most of Jesus’ disciples had no idea what he was talking about. That’s what’s funny about this little exchange between Jesus and his disciples.
But though much of what Jesus says is hard to understand, we’re going to do our best and try.  And thankfully, the Holy Spirit will help us. After all, he’s the teacher Jesus promised to send us. All the parables in Matthew 13, including the four in today’s gospel lesson, are about the Kingdom of Heaven.
First, maybe we ought to explain what a parable is. The word parable is from Greek, para, and ballo. Para means beside, and ballo means throw, like a ball.  Put them both together and it means throw beside. So, a parable is story from everyday life with a truth thrown beside it. Our job is to listen to the story and figure out what that truth is. 
Each of these four parables teaches us something about the Kingdom of Heaven.  In Luke’s gospel, similar parables use the term Kingdom of God.  Kingdom of God and Kingdom of Heaven are exactly the same thing. Matthew writes for Jews who respectfully avoid using God’s name, so he uses the word Heaven.  Luke writes for Gentiles who don’t have that tradition, so he directly uses the word God.  Whichever term the New Testament writers use, the Kingdom of Heaven, or the Kingdom of God, is Jesus’ main focus.
What exactly is the Kingdom of Heaven?  Maybe most of us think the Kingdom of Heaven is where you go when you die.  That’s not it at all.  The Kingdom of Heaven is the rule of God in the lives of people who are members of it. When John the Baptist and Jesus both preached, “Repent, for the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand,” they were talking about the day of reckoning that happens when the King arrives.
Who is the King?  Well, the King is Jesus, the Son of God, born of the Virgin Mary.  There were a few who welcomed the baby King. There was Elizabeth, the shepherds, Anna, Simeon, the Wise Men. But after those early days, not much is said about Jesus until the time of John the Baptist. Jesus is baptized by John in the Jordan River and John cries out, “Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world!” (John 1:29)
With Jesus’ birth and John the Baptist’s public proclamation, the Kingdom of Heaven has arrived!  From that moment to this very day, it’s time for sinners to repent, turn to Jesus in faith, be baptized, and declare their allegiance to the Kingdom of Heaven in the person of Jesus Christ.
Why? Because being part of the Kingdom of Heaven means to have one’s sins forgiven, to be declared righteous by the King, and enjoy the certainty of resurrection to eternal life on the Last Day.  That Day is fast approaching. It will come suddenly.  Unless one repents and embraces the King now, the alternative is to experience the wrath of God on the Day of Judgment. That’s the message of Jesus. Membership in the Kingdom of Heaven is the most valuable thing anyone can possess.  To get that point across, Jesus gives us four very short parables.
In the first parable Jesus says, “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man found and covered up. Then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field.” (Matthew 13:44) When reading this parable, or any parable, we need to realize that some of what Jesus says just fills out the story. Jesus is not telling us it’s ok to find treasure on someone else’s land, bury it, not tell the owner, and then buy the property cheap so we can cash in on the riches.  That’s not what this is about at all. The point of the parable is that membership in the Kingdom of Heaven is the greatest treasure we could ever find.  It’s worth giving up everything else in this life to obtain it. In fact, many have actually done that. All of the apostles did. So have many thousands of martyrs since.
The second parable gets the same point across without raising the ethical problem. “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls, who, on finding one pearl of great value, went and sold all that he had and bought it.” (Matthew 13:45-46)  This is essentially what we do when we profess our faith in Christ and are confirmed as Christians.  We say in our confirmation vows that we would rather die than fall away from Christ and his church. There is absolutely nothing more valuable to us than membership in the Kingdom of Heaven!
The third parable is a bit longer.  It explains that the Kingdom of Heaven is like a big fish net thrown into the sea. All kinds of fish are gathered up in the net, but some fish aren’t any good. At the end of the day, the fishermen sort them out, keep the good fish and throw away the bad. Some parables Jesus doesn’t explain.  This one he does.  This parable is a picture of Judgment Day.  It tells us not everyone who’s outwardly a member of the Kingdom of Heaven really is. On Judgment Day the angels will sort them all out. The righteous are kept, the evil ones are burned.  Please note that it’s the angels who do the sorting, not you and me. 
In the final parable, Jesus says “every scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like a master of a house, who brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old.” (Matthew 13:52) In this Kingdom of Heaven parable, Jesus compares trainees – the Twelve, as well as you and me – to a homeowner who has lots of treasures, old and new, that he brings out to show others.
The disciples of Jesus, and you and I, are learners.  Perhaps we’ve spent our whole lives learning the Bible. We know lots of stories from the Old and New Testaments.  These stories are treasures that teach us truth from God. All of these treasures are needed. Old Testament treasures point to New Testament treasures. For example, without the treasure of the Ten Commandments, we wouldn’t know we were sinners who needed a Savior.  Over and over the Old Testament tells us stories of heroes who are sometimes faithful but often unfaithful.  Over and over they seek God’s mercy and forgiveness. The old way of doing this was through sacrifices and offerings.  But the New Testament tells us such things never really take away sins. The only thing that really takes away sins is the blood of Jesus shed for us on the cross.  That’s the greatest treasure in the house.
For people who aren’t really seeking God, the Kingdom of Heaven may not look like much. But it’s actually the most valuable thing in the tool box of life. Let me tell you a modern parable.  A man who loves Model T Fords was driving his old car to a great Homecoming for Model T’s. On the way, he lost a cotter pin holding a nut in place on the steering gear. With the cotter pin gone, the nut fell off and the driver of the Model T lost his steering. Unable to steer, a front wheel turned sharply and jammed into a fender. Fortunately, the owner was able to stop the Model T without injury.  He rummaged around in his toolbox, found another nut and a cotter pin, and after putting them on, went safely on his way to the great Model T Homecoming.
If this were a Kingdom of Heaven parable, what would its meaning be? Well the meaning would be that if you and I want to be present for the great Homecoming of God’s people, we need the right parts in our toolbox. What might they be?  Here they are: We need repentance.  We need faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. We need the Word and the Sacraments that we find in Christ’s church.  When we have these, we can be assured that we’ll arrive safely at our Homecoming. 
We pray these words of a great hymn:
I love Your kingdom, Lord,
The place of Your abode,
The Church our blest Redeemer saved,
With His own precious blood.
Amen.
(From LSB, # 651, By Timothy Dwight)
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Deuteronomy 7:6-9
6 “For you are a people holy to the LORD your God. The LORD your God has chosen you to be a people for his treasured possession, out of all the peoples who are on the face of the earth. 7 It was not because you were more in number than any other people that the LORD set his love on you and chose you, for you were the fewest of all peoples, 8 but it is because the LORD loves you and is keeping the oath that he swore to your fathers, that the LORD has brought you out with a mighty hand and redeemed you from the house of slavery, from the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt. 9 Know therefore that the LORD your God is God, the faithful God who keeps covenant and steadfast love with those who love him and keep his commandments, to a thousand generations,
Romans 8:28-39
28 And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who are called according to his purpose. 29 For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn among many brothers. 30 And those whom he predestined he also called, and those whom he called he also justified, and those whom he justified he also glorified.
31 What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? 32 He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not also with him graciously give us all things? 33 Who shall bring any charge against God's elect? It is God who justifies. 34 Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died—more than that, who was raised—who is at the right hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us. 35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword? 36 As it is written,
“For your sake we are being killed all the day long;
    we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered.”
37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38 For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor powers, 39 nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.


	
Matthew 13:44-52
44 “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man found and covered up. Then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field.
45 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls, 46 who, on finding one pearl of great value, went and sold all that he had and bought it.
47 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and gathered fish of every kind. 48 When it was full, men drew it ashore and sat down and sorted the good into containers but threw away the bad. 49 So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come out and separate the evil from the righteous 50 and throw them into the fiery furnace. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.
51 “Have you understood all these things?” They said to him, “Yes.” 52 And he said to them, “Therefore every scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like a master of a house, who brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old.”

