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Text: Romans 8:11 And if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, He who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit, who lives in you.
Acts 1:8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you, and you will be My witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.

I. INTRODUCTION
Every believer has been given authority in Christ. The moment we were born‑again, God made us His sons and daughters, seated us with Christ, and entrusted us with the right to speak His Word, resist the enemy, and stand in victory. But authority alone is not enough. Authority must be empowered.
Authority is given at salvation, but power comes from the Holy Spirit upon you.
The Spirit within gives us identity — He makes us children of God.
The Spirit upon gives us power — He equips us to live out that identity with strength.
Romans 8:11 tells us the Spirit who raised Christ from the dead now lives in us.
Acts 1:8 tells us Holy Spirit comes upon us, with power.
This is the pattern of Jesus.
This is the pattern of the early Church.
This is the still the pattern for every believer today. 
God did not change His method of operation and fail to tell the Church about it.
The Holy Spirit upon us empowers the believer to walk in the authority Christ restored.
Today we are going to see:
· why authority without power feels powerless
· how the Spirit within shapes our identity
· how the Spirit upon equips us for ministry
· how Jesus modeled Spirit‑empowered authority
· how the early Church followed the same pattern
· how Holy Spirit energizes the believer’s authority today

II. Authority Without Power Feels Powerless
1. Authority is entrusted — but power makes it effective
A. Authority is legal
Authority is given at the new birth. 
It is your position in Christ. 
It is your right as a son or daughter of God.
Luke 10:19 “Behold, I have given you authority…”
Mark 16:17 “In My name they will…”
2. Illustration – Police Officer
A police officer carries a badge. That badge gives him legal authority. With that badge, he has the right to pull over any vehicle or detain someone. But the badge alone does not give him the power to enforce that authority.
Imagine a brand‑new officer with no training, no equipment, no radio, and no backup. He has authority — but he would feel powerless.
His badge gives him the right. His equipment gives him the ability.
Authority gives permission. Power gives strength.
Many believers carry the badge — they know they have authority — but they do not walk in the power that enforces that authority.
The Holy Spirit is the believer’s equipment. He is the power behind the badge. He is the strength behind the authority.
Do not settle for authority without power. 
Jesus never intended for you to carry authority you cannot express. 

III. The Spirit Within — Identity (Romans 8:11)
Romans 8:11 And if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead is living IN you, He who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit, who lives IN you.
1. The first work of Holy Spirit — the Spirit within (salvation)
A. “In” in Greek is en (en) in, within, inside, within, dwelling
B. Holy Spirit lives IN you at the moment of salvation. 
C. He is not visiting. 
D. He has moved in permanently. (1 Corinthians 6:17-20)
2. The Spirit within gives identity
A. The Spirit within is the source of your new nature
He evicts the old man. 
He recreates your spirit. 
He forms Christ in you.
He produces the fruit of the Spirit. 
[bookmark: 24]Galatians 5:22-23 “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23gentleness, and self-control…”
B. The Spirit within establishes sonship
[bookmark: 17]Romans 8:15 For you did not receive a spirit of slavery that returns you to fear, but you received the Spirit of adoption to sonship, by whom we cry, “Abba! Father!” 
You are not a slave. 
You are not an outsider. 
You are fully a child of God, seated IN Christ at the Father’s right hand at the moment of the new birth.
C. The Spirit within carries Resurrection Life
Romans 8:11 — “He will give life to your mortal bodies.” 
Resurrection Life is not a future promise — it is a present reality.
Authority begins with identity. 
You must know who you are before you can walk in what you carry.
3. Illustration
A lamp can be perfectly built — bulb, base, shade — but unless electricity flows through it, it cannot shine.
The bulb represents the Spirit within — identity. Electricity represents the Spirit upon — empowerment.
Without electricity, the lamp is still a lamp — but it cannot shine. Without the Spirit upon, the believer is still a believer — but cannot demonstrate power.
Identity comes first.
Empowerment follows.
You must know who you are before you can walk in what you carry.

IV. The Spirit Upon — Empowerment (Acts 1:8)
Acts 1:8 But you will receive POWER when the Holy Spirit comes UPON you, and you will be My witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.
1. The second work of the Spirit — the Spirit upon (power)
A. “Upon” in Greek is epi (ep-ee') upon, over, resting on, covering, having arrived at the spot, a place upon which something rest
B. The Spirit comes upon the believer for empowerment.
2. The Spirit upon gives empowerment
A. “Power” in Greek is dunamis (doo'-nam-is) miraculous power, strength, God’s inherent ability, ability to perform, moral power and excellence of soul, authority, having ability, ability to perform
For the believer, it means we have the power to enforce His Victory in the earth.
B. The Spirit upon activates the 9 ministry gifts of the Spirit
1 Corinthians 12:7–10 — 9 ministry gifts
· Word of wisdom
· Word of knowledge
· Faith
· Healing
· Miracles
· Prophecy
· Discerning of spirits
· Tongues
· Interpretation of tongues
C. The Spirit upon equips for ministry
He empowers your words. 
He enforces your authority.
3. Illustration 
A carpenter may own every tool in the workshop — but the tools do nothing until he picks them up.
Authority is like owning the tools. Power is like picking them up and using them.
Jesus carried authority as the Son of God. But He did not perform miracles until the Spirit came upon Him.
Do not try to do ministry without power. Jesus never intended for you to witness without strength. The Spirit upon makes your authority effective.

V. Jesus — Our Model of Spirit-Empowered Authority
Jesus Himself followed the pattern:
1. Jesus was born of the Spirit
A. Luke 1:35 — conceived by the Holy Spirit
B. Jesus carried the Spirit within from conception.
2. Jesus was anointed by the Spirit
A. Luke 3:22 — the Spirit descended upon Him
B. Luke 4:14 — “Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit”
3. Jesus performed no miracles until the Spirit came upon Him
A. John 2:11 — His first miracle after the Spirit came upon Him
B. Identity came first. 
C. 30 years later… empowerment followed.
4. Illustration — Judge and Bailiff 
A judge has authority. But the bailiff enforces it.
The judge issues the order. The bailiff carries it out.
Jesus carried authority. The Spirit carried out the power.
The believer carries authority. The Spirit upon carries out the power.
If Jesus needed the Spirit upon Him, how much more do we? 
Follow His pattern — identity first, empowerment next.

VI. The Early Church — The Pattern for Every Believer
1. They were born-again in John 20:22
A. Jesus breathed on them — “Receive the Holy Spirit”
B. The Spirit within.
2. They were empowered in Acts 2:4
A. The Spirit came upon them all — tongues of fire.
B. This was the initial evidence and everyone of them received the Baptism of the Holy Spirit and they ALL spoke with tongues, including Mary – the mother of Jesus.
C. The Spirit upon.
3. They did not attempt ministry without empowerment
A. Acts 2 — Peter preaches with power (3,000 souls were saved in a day)
B. Acts 3 — Peter commands with power (lame man walks)
C. Acts 4 — they pray with power (The entire church building was shaken and they preached with “great power” and “great grace” was upon the whole Church.
D. Acts 5 — miracles with power (many signs, wonders, and miracles)
E. Acts 8 — Samaria receives power (the Samaritans are born-again and later baptized in the Holy Spirit – many healings and miracles)
F. Acts 10 — Cornelius receives power (First Gentile convert along with his household and they were all baptized in the Holy Spirit)
G. Acts 19 — Ephesus receives power (many “powerful” miracles through Paul’s hands, and many were being saved)
4. Illustration
A car can be perfectly built — but without fuel, it cannot move.
The early Church had the “car” in John 20 — salvation and authority. But they did not move until Acts 2 — when power came.
The Church today must return to the pattern of the early Church — authority energized by the Spirit.

VII. Authority Energized by the Spirit
1. The Spirit empowers the believer’s words
A. He gives weight to your commands
B. He gives strength to your resistance
C. He gives boldness to your witness
2. The Spirit enforces the believer’s authority
A. He confirms your identity
B. He strengthens your confidence
C. He makes your stance firm
3. Illustration 
A soldier may have the right to stand guard — but without armor, training, and weapons, he cannot enforce that right.
Authority gives you the right to stand. Power gives you the strength to stand.
Authority gives you the right to speak. Power gives your words weight.
Authority gives you the right to resist. Power makes the enemy flee.
Do not walk in authority without power. 
Holy Spirit empowers the believer to enforce Christ’s victory.
VIII. CONCLUSION — THE SPIRIT EMPOWERS THE BELIEVER
Authority is your legal right. Power is your spiritual strength.
Authority is entrusted. Power is supplied.
Authority is positional. Power is experiential.
Authority is the badge. Power is the force behind the badge.
The Spirit within gives identity. The Spirit upon gives empowerment.
The Spirit within makes you a child of God. The Spirit upon makes you a witness for God.
The Spirit within produces fruit. The Spirit upon produces power.
The Spirit within shapes your nature. The Spirit upon strengthens your ministry.
You are not powerless. You are not weak. You are not empty. You are not alone.
The Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead lives in you — and the Spirit who came upon Jesus for power comes upon you for ministry.
Walk in authority. Speak with power. Live with strength. Stand with confidence.
The Spirit empowers the believer.

IX. CONFESSION — THE SPIRIT EMPOWERS ME
The Spirit of God lives in me.
The Spirit of God rests upon me.
I carry Resurrection Life within me.
I carry supernatural power upon me.
I walk in authority.
I speak with strength.
I resist in the power of His might upon me.
I demonstrate Christ’s victory.
I am empowered.
I am strengthened.
I am bold.
I am filled.
I am anointed.
I am a witness of the Resurrected King — IN JESUS’ NAME!

