Week 3: Live for What Lasts
Sermon Series: Faithful to the Finish

Key Verses: 2 Peter 3:8-18
Speaker: Dr. Justin Hardcastle

Big Idea: In light of eternity, we are called to live holy, peaceful, and purposeful lives
as we wait for Christ’s return.

As we continue in our series, Peter brings us to the end of the letter by
reminding us of something we cannot afford to forget: (1) This world is not the
end, and (2) Jesus is coming again.

A lot of people spend their lives chasing things that cannot last: Possessions fade,

Approval fades, Achievements fade, Comfort fades, This world fades, But the
kingdom of God lasts forever.

Eternity Changes How We

o Read: 2 Peter 3:8-10: Peter closes this letter by reminding the church that
Jesus is coming again. But in Peter’s day, some people were mocking that
promise. Peter says we must remember something: God’s timeline is not
like ours.

e Peter says the day of the Lord will come like a thief.

« Romans 13 says the hour has come to wake up, because our salvation is
nearer now than when we first believed.

Eternity Changes How We

o Read: 2 Peter 3:11-14: Peter does not just want us to believe Jesus is
coming again. Peter says we ought to live holy and godly lives. Titus 2
says the grace of God teaches us to say no to ungodliness and worldly
passions, and to live self-controlled, upright, and godly lives while we wait
for the blessed hope.
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o Peter also says we should make every effort to be found spotless,
blameless, and at peace with Him. Romans 5 says since we have been

justified through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus
Christ.

« Peter gives one final command: Grow in the grace and knowledge of our
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Peter is saying, “Don’t stop now. The best is
still ahead. Keep growing until the day you see Him face to face.”

Eternity Fixes Our

e Read: 2 Peter 3:15—-18: Peter’s final words are not meant to make the

church panic. He is not calling believers to live afraid. He is calling
believers to live focused.

o When you know Jesus is coming again, it changes what you value.

* Peter closes with worship: To Him be glory both now and forever. That is
the heartbeat of a faithful life: (1) God gets the glory now, and (2) God
gets the glory forever. That means my life is not ultimately about me.

MY REFLECTION:
o What are you really living for?
o Are you living for what fades, or are you living for what lasts?

What Is God Speaking to me today?:
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