Ninth Sunday after Pentecost

Service of Holy Communion
July 26, 2026
9:30 am

Grace Lutheran Church
Camp Hill, PA

*-the congregation is invited to stand

WELCOME TO GRACE

A warm welcome to all who are worshiping with us this summer. If you are
visiting with us, please fill out a guest card which are found in the pews.
Following the service, please introduce yourself to the pastor.

We hope that this bulletin will help guide you through our worship service.

INTRODUCTION

As Solomon prays for wisdom, we seek to more deeply know the treasures of
faith. In today’s gospel Jesus offers everyday images that reveal to us the reign
of God: a tree that becomes a sheltering home, yeast that penetrates and
expands, a treasured pearl, a net that gains a great catch. Even as we seek the
riches of God’s reign, the great surprise is that God’s grace finds us first!

God gathers us in unity. GATHERING

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRELUDE
Rise Up, O Men of God arr. Roger Blackburn
Liam Camasi - trumpet

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at
baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+ one God,

whose compassion endures forever.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin to God.

Silence is kept for reflection.



Compassionate God,

we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy, and we
cannot free ourselves. In your mercy, call us back to you.
Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. Restore us to
dwell in your peace. In Christ’s name we pray,

Amen.

Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are
carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest.”

In the name of God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, your sins
are forgiven. Rest in God’s love.

Amen.

*GATHERING HYMN
Gather Us In ELW#532

*GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

*PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. Beloved and sovereign God, through the death and
resurrection of your Son you bring us into your kingdom of
justice and mercy. By your Spirit, give us your wisdom, that we
may treasure the life that comes from Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord.

Amen.

The assembly may be seated.

God speaks to us in scriptures read, sung, and preached. WORD

FIRST READING - 1 Kings 3:5-12

5At Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon in a dream by night,
and God said, “Ask what I should give you.” ¢ And Solomon
said, “You have shown great and steadfast love to your servant
my father David because he walked before you in faithfulness,
in righteousness, and in uprightness of heart toward you, and
you have kept for him this great and steadfast love and have
given him a son to sit on his throne today. 7 And now,

O LorD my God, you have made your servant king in place of
my father David, although I am only a little child; I do not



know how to go out or come in. 8 And your servant is in the
midst of the people whom you have chosen, a great people so
numerous they cannot be numbered or counted. ° Give your
servant, therefore, an understanding mind to govern your
people, able to discern between good and evil, for who can
govern this great people of yours?”

101t pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. ! God
said to him, “Because you have asked this and have not asked
for yourself long life or riches or for the life of your enemies but
have asked for yourself understanding to discern what is
right, 12I now do according to your word. Indeed, I give you a
wise and discerning mind; no one like you has been before
you, and no one like you shall arise after you.”
Word of God. Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM - Psalm 119:129-136
129 Your decrees are wonderful,
therefore I obey them with all my heart.
130 When your word is opened it gives light;
it gives understanding to the simple.
131T open my mouth and pant
because I long for your commandments.
132 Turn to me and be gracious to me,
as you always do to those who love your name.
133 Order my footsteps in your word;
let no iniquity have dominion over me.
134 Rescue me from those who oppress me,
and I will keep your commandments.
135 Let your face shine upon your servant
and teach me your statutes.
136 My eyes shed streams of tears,
because people do not keep your teaching.

SECOND READING - Romans 8:26-39
26 The Spirit helps us in our weakness, for we do not know how
to pray as we ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with
groanings too deep for words. 27 And God, who searches hearts,
knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit
intercedes for the saints according to the will of God.

28 We know that all things work together for good for those



who love God, who are called according to his purpose. 29 For
those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed
to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn
within a large family. 30 And those whom he predestined he also
called, and those whom he called he also justified, and those
whom he justified he also glorified.

31What then are we to say about these things? If God is for
us, who is against us? 32 He who did not withhold his own Son
but gave him up for all of us, how will he not with him also give
us everything else? 33 Who will bring any charge against God’s
elect? It is God who justifies. 3#Who is to condemn? It is Christ
who died, or rather, who was raised, who is also at the right
hand of God, who also intercedes for us. 35Who will separate us
from the love of Christ? Will affliction or distress or persecution
or famine or nakedness or peril or sword? 36 As it is written,

“For your sake we are being killed all day long;

we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.”

37No, in all these things we are more than victorious through
him who loved us. 38 For I am convinced that neither death, nor
life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to
come, nor powers, 39 nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in
all creation will be able to separate us from the love of God in
Christ Jesus our Lord.
Word of God. Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION We Are Called ELW#720
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*GOSPEL: Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52

The holy gospel according to St. Matthew.

Glory to you, O Lord.

31 [Jesus] put before [the crowds| another parable: “The
kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed that someone took
and sowed in his field;32it is the smallest of all the seeds, but
when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a
tree, so that the birds of the air come and make nests in its
branches.”

33 He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is
like yeast that a woman took and mixed in with three measures
of flour until all of it was leavened.”

44 “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field,
which a man found and reburied; then in his joy he goes and
sells all that he has and buys that field.

45 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search
of fine pearls; 46 on finding one pearl of great value, he went
and sold all that he had and bought it.

47“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was
thrown into the sea and caught fish of every kind; 48 when it
was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put the good into
baskets but threw out the bad. 49 So it will be at the end of the
age. The angels will come out and separate the evil from the
righteous 50and throw them into the furnace of fire, where
there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.

51“Have you understood all this?” They answered,

“Yes.” 52 And he said to them, “Therefore every scribe who has
become a disciple in the kingdom of heaven is like the master
of a household who brings out of his treasure what is new and
what is old.”

The gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.

The assembly may be seated.

SERMON
The assembly stands as able.

*HYMN OF THE DAY
Be Thou My Vision ELW#793



RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS
[Andrew Hyatt, Carol Barber, Paul & Susan Schubert,
Lucille & William Ehresman, Jennifer Armstrong]

Dear friends, we give thanks for the gift of baptism and for
these people, one with us in the body of Christ, whom we
welcome as new members into the life and ministry of this
congregation.

*APOSTLES CREED

With the whole church, let us confess our faith.
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Address and Questions
The presiding minister addresses those being welcomed.

In baptism, we are welcomed into the body of Christ and sent to
share in the mission of God. We are called to live among God’s
faithful people, to hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s

supper, to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through
word and deed, to serve all people, following the example of
Jesus, and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth.

Siblings in Christ,
do you intend to continue in the covenant of your baptism
among God’s people in this place?



Those being welcomed respond.
I do, and I ask God to help and guide me.

The minister addresses the assembly.

People of God,

do you promise to support and pray

for these new members in their life in Christ?
We do, and we ask God to help and guide us.

Welcome

Those being welcomed face the assembly. A representative of the
congregation addresses the assembly.

Let us welcome these siblings in Christ to this community of
faith.

We rejoice with you in the life of baptism.

Together we will give thanks and praise to God

and proclaim the good news to all the world.

*THE PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Each prayer concludes:

God of grace,

hear our prayer.

*THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
Share the peace with one another.

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ MEAL

OFFERING

We respond to the grace given us by sharing our gifts with others
through the offering. Today’s regular offering supports the ongoing
ministry of Grace church. You can give online, by cash, or by check.

MUSICAL OFFERING
Movement II, Adante from Trumpet Concerto in Eb Major
Joseph Haydn
Liam Camasi - trumpet



*SETTING THE TABLE

Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil ELW#512
0s g
L — [r—
l 1 ]__‘ i r_ 1
F— — = —
Lord, let my heart be good soil, o-pen to the seed of your word.
n u '|H'I | | I— | I—
[ T] k 1 | 1 | 1
6 SEESSESEs S S =SS
Lord, let my heart be good soil, where love can grow and peace is un-der-stood.
#
) L] 1 1 — | N
—— l e e e T — —
\n.._l.alIr J '_d = d P i‘ —dl— J_‘_L

=
W

—
hen my heart is hard, break the stone a - way. When my heart is cold,
— | | I— |

I I | ] ‘ I — |

% d—.| oo v i* [ — ]
warm it with the day.  When my heart is lost, lead me on your way.

_p_ﬁu"» I i I i ] — T
FL_ L I — | I I  — ] I l 1 I IS I
'@ ) LI ‘ 1 [ ] d I [# i ‘l. tj
)

Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart be good soil.

*OFFERTORY PRAYER

Let us pray. Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our
hearts. Help us take heart in you and share freely of your love,
so that all creation can taste your abundance. We ask this in
the name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now and
forever.

Amen.

*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.



It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all
times and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty
and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this
day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious
resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
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*THANKSGIVING AT TABLE

You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. You are most
holy, and great is the majesty of your glory.

You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, so that
everyone who believes in him may not perish but have eternal
life.

We give you thanks for his coming into the world to fulfill for
us your holy will and to accomplish all things for our salvation.

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.



Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, his life-giving
passion and death, his glorious resurrection and ascension,
and the promise of his coming again, we give thanks to you, O
Lord God Almighty, not as we ought but as we are able; we ask
you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving and with
your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants, and these
your own gifts of bread and wine, so that we and all who share
in the body and blood of Christ may be filled with heavenly
blessing and grace, and, receiving the forgiveness of sin, may be
formed to live as your holy people and be given our inheritance
with all your saints.

To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and
glory in your holy church, now and forever.

Amen, amen, amen.

*THE LORD'S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.



*DOXOLOGY

Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow ELW#885
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*INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast!
Thanks be to God.
The assembly may be seated.

Those communing at home or in their seats are invited to prepare their
elements then to be led through eating and drinking the real presence of
Christ in the bread and wine.

The Lutheran Church welcomes all to the Lord’s Supper. If you are not a
Christian and wish to inquire about the Christian faith, we invite you to
speak to the minister.

DISTRIBUTION MUSIC

Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying ELW#752
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COMMUNION MUSIC

Jesus, Remember Me (3 times) ELW#616
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COMMUNION MUSIC
Bread of Life, Our Host and Meal ELW#464

*BLESSING AND PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

The body and blood of the Risen Lord strengthen you and keep
you in his grace.

Amen.

Let us pray. Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread
and wine our hearts are filled with the abundance of your love.
Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, may share your
love freely, as you have shared with us. We ask this in the
name of Jesus, through the Spirit nourishing us now and
forever.

Amen.

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world SENDING

*BLESSING

Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, + one God, bless, heal, and hold
you today and always.
Amen.



*SENDING HYMN
Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee ELW#836

*DISMISSAL
Serving, Loving, Growing in Faith.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee Hymn to Joy
SERVING TODAY IN WORSHIP
Presiding Minister ........ccoevevieiieiiieniieieneenee. The Rev. Chad Butz
Assisting Minister........ccoooiiiiiiiiiiiiii e Krista Snavely
| I CTe o) PPN Jen Graf
ACOLYEE oot Zach Weber
Communion Assistants ..................... Michelle Knight, Patty Rohde
SOUNA i Bryan Weber
Director of MUSIC....c.iuviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieiieeeeneene Kristopher Hartman
OrganiSt ... Emily Hartman
Technology OpPerator ......c.veveiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieie e Chris Jury

This Week at Grace: July 25-31, 2026

We make a difference by serving others through God's love
and our faith.

The Sanctuary Lamp for July is given by Nancy Whitcomb [ CommectwithUs | [ Events |
in memory of Paul & Greg.

The Altar Flowers are given to the Glory of God.
The Bulletins & Mailings are given to the Glory of God.

We hold in prayer especially this week....

Jared Weber, Tom Boyer, Barry Hoover, Judi Fenicle, Tom Zimmerman, Wayne &
Veronica Butler, Elizabeth Butler, Ken & Paddy Barber, Bob Hillegas, Mark Caron,
Stacey LaPine, Mary Ryder, Jeff Johnson, Tricia Butz, Dr. Robert Little, Jaclyn Atkins,
Robert Schweitzer, Alice M., and Dean Jury.

Installation of New Members

Everyone let's take a moment to give a warm welcome to our newest members who will
be joining Grace during worship this Sunday, July 27. We're excited to introduce:
Andrew Hyatt, Carol Barber, Paul & Susan Schubert, Lucille & William Ehresman and
Jennifer Armstrong.



Mid-Year Contribution Statements

Mid-Year Contribution statements with pledge information for the Stewardship
Campaign were sent out on Monday, July 20. If you have not received a statement or
have any questions regarding your statement,

please contact Diane at 717-737-0439 x15 or ddeppen@gracecamphill.org.

Grace Book Club — August 3

There is still time to read “We Can Know” by lan McEwan before the August 3 meeting
via zoom at 7pm to discuss the book. Please contact Melinda Bechtel

at mcbbechtel@gmail.com if you have any questions or for login information.

Movie Night — August 7

Come enjoy some free popcorn, refreshing Rita’s Italian Ice, and a fantastic movie—
The Mitchells vs. the Machines. The movie kicks off at 7:15pm in the Social Hall, but
doors open at 7:00pm. Everyone is welcome, so bring your friends and family. If you’d
like, bring a blanket to get comfy. Looking forward to seeing you there!

Upcoming Events (Check out the Events page on the website for more details)

8/9 Installation of The Rev. Dr. J. Richard Eckert
8/12 Summer Board Game Night

8/17 Group Spiritual Formation

9/6 Coffee Hour

Backpack Challenge

Grab a bag from the bulletin board in the library and fill it with the items listed in each
backpack such as warm socks, granola bards, hand sanitizer, a reusable water bottle,
etc. Please return the backpacks to the conference room by Sunday, September 27.

Grace’s Merchandise Store

Want some cool Grace gear? We offer a variety of items including hats,
polo shirts, t-shirts, sweatshirts, a windbreaker jacket, and water bottles.
A portion of the proceeds from each purchase goes back to Grace.
https://www.bonfire.com/store/grace-lutheran-camp-hill-merch/.

Special Benevolence Offering

The Special Benevolence for JULY is Lutheran World Relief. To
contribute, please list your dollar amount next to Special Offering
Ministry on the contribution envelopes or use the online giving page, use
the QR code or on the website page at
https://www.gracecamphill.org/give

Lost & Found Items

Have you lost an item recently? If so, please check with the office at 717-737-0439 or
office@gracecamphill.org to see if your missing item(s) may have been turned in. Items
will be kept in the office for (1) month. After that time, they will be placed in the
Community Aid bin in the second parking lot.

Welcome to Our Church Cards

If you are visiting Grace at one of our worship services, please take a moment to
complete one of the “Welcome to Our Church” cards found in the pews, both narthexes
and in the Neal Gathering Place. We'd love to hear from you.


mailto:ddeppen@gracecamphill.org
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https://www.gracecamphill.org/give
mailto:office@gracecamphill.org

Good News from Grace articles are due by 12noon on the 15 of the month for the
next month’s newsletter. This Week at Grace information is due by 12noon on
Tuesdays. Please email any information to ddeppen@gracecamphill.org.

Calendar
7/25/26 | 5:00pm | Sabbath Service of Holy Communion in Barkley Chapel
7/26-8/2 Family Promise at Grace

7/26/26 | 9:30am | Service of Holy Communion in Sanctuary
Installation of New Members

7127126 NO Scouting America Meeting

7/28/26 | 9:00am | Quilting Ministry in Quilt Room

7/29/26 | 3:00pm | Grace Giving Pantry
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Gather Us In

Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950
Music: GATHER US IN, Marty Haugen
Text and music © 1982 GIA Publications Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.

All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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1 Here in this place the new light is stream-ing, now is the dark - ness
2 We are the young, our lives are a mys-try, we are the old who
3 Here we will take the wine and the wa - ter, here we will take the
4 Not in the dark of build-ings con-fin - ing, not in some heav - en,
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brought here to you in the light of this day.
called to be light to the whole hu - man race.
call us a-new to be salt for the -earth.
now is the king - dom, and now is the day.
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Gath-er us in, the lost and for - sak - en, gath-er us in, the
Gath-er us in, the rich and the haugh-ty, gath-er us in, the
Give us to drink the wine of com-pas-sion, give us to eat the
Gath-er us in and hold us for -ev - er, gath-er us in and
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blind and the lame; call to us now, and we shall a - wak-en,
proud and the strong; give us a heart, so  meek and so low - ly,
bread that is you; nour-ish us well, and teach us to fash-ion
make us your own; gath-er us in, all peo-ples to - geth -er,
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we shall a - rise at the sound of our name.
give us the cour-age to en - ter the song.
lives that are ho - ly and hearts that are true.
fire of love in our flesh and our bone.




Be Thou My Vision
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1 Be thou my vi - sion, O Lord of my heart;
2 Be thou my wis - dom, and thou my true word;
3 Rich-es I heed not, nor vain, emp - ty praise,
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thou my best  thought both by day and by night,
Thou my soul’s  shel - ter, and  thou my high tow'’r,
thou and thou on - ly, the first In  my heart,
Heart of my own heart, what - ev - er be - fall,
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wak -ing or sleep - ing, thy pres - ence my light.
raise thou me heav’'n-ward, O Pow’r of my pow’r.
great God of heav - en, my trea - sure thou  art.
still  be my vi - sion, O Rul - er of all.

Text: Irish, 8th cent.; vers. Eleanor H. Hull, 1860-1935, alt.; tr. Mary E. Byrne, 1880-1931

Music: SLANE, Irish traditional




Joytul, Joyful We Adore Thee

2 Al
3 Thou art giv - ing and for - giv - ing,
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1 Joy - ful, joy - ful we a - dore thee, God of glo -ry, Lord of love!

thy works with joy sur-round thee, earth and heav’'n re - flect thy rays,
ev - er bless-ing,

ev - er blest,
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Hearts un - fold like flow’rs be-fore thee, prais-ing thee, their sun  a - bove.
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joy of liv - ing,
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un - bro - ken praise.
o - cean-depth of hap - py rest!
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Melt the clouds of sin  and sad - ness, drive the gloom of doubt a - way.
Field and for - est, vale and moun-tain, flow-ry mead-ow, flash-ing sea,
Thou our Fa - ther, Christ our broth-er, all who live in love are thine;
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Giv - er of 1m - mor -tal glad-ness, fill us with the light of day.
chant-ing bird, and flow-ing foun-tain call us to re - joice in thee.
teach us how to love cach oth - er, lift us to the joy di-vine!
. .
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Text: Henry van Dyke, 1852-1922
Music: HYMN TO JOY, Ludwig van Beethoven, 1770-1827, adapt.




Our Story
Matthew 25:35-40: For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was

thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and
you welcomed me, 3°I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was
sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited

me.’ 3"Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when was it that
we saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you
something to drink? 38And when was it that we saw you a stranger
and welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? 3°And when
was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?’ 90And the
king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the
least of these who are members of my family, you did it to me.””

The purpose of Grace Lutheran Church is to make a difference
by serving others through God’s love and our faith

Grace Church Staff

Senior Pastor......c.cooiiiiiiiiiiii The Rev. Chad Butz
............................ 610.297.2514 (cell); pastorchad@gracecamphill.org
Pastor for Spiritual Formation............... The Rev. Dr. J. Richard Eckert
.......................................................... pastoreckert@gracecamphill.org
Director of Children, Youth & Family Ministry .................. Ethan Lentz
.......................................................... Ethan.Lentz@gracecamphill.org
Director of MUSIC ...uvuiviiiniiiiiiiiiieiceeceeeeeeea Kristopher Hartman
................................................................ K.E.Hartman1 l@gmail.com
OTganiSt .oueuieieiii e Emily Hartman
................................................................ K.E.Hartman1 l@gmail.com
Office Administrator/Sexton ......c.coeveveiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeene, Chris Jury
..................................................................... cjury@gracecamphill.org
Administrative Specialist ........c..coieiiiiiiiiiiii Diane Deppen
................................................................ ddeppen@gracecamphill.org

To contact the church office: 717.737.0439; office@gracecamphill.org
Monday-Thursday 8:00 a.m.-12:00 noon
Grace Lutheran Church * 1610 Carlisle Road *
Camp Hill, Pennsylvania 17011
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	*Confession and Forgiveness
	129 Your decrees are wonderful;   therefore I obey them with all my heart. 130 When your word is opened it gives light;   it gives understanding to the simple. 131 I open my mouth and pant   because I long for your commandments. 132 Turn to me and be ...
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