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The kingdom
of heaven

is like a
merchant

in secarch

of fine pearls

MATTHEW 13:45

Introduction

As Solomon prays for wisdom, we seek to more deeply know the treasures of faith. In today’s gospel
Jesus offers everyday images that reveal to us the reign of God: a tree that becomes a sheltering home,
yeast that penetrates and expands, a treasured pearl, a net that gains a great catch. Even as we seek
the riches of God'’s reign, the great surprise is that God’s grace finds us first!



GATHERING

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

PRELUDE
WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS
INVOCATION
We gather in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
(Please Stand)
GATHERING SONG JESUS AT THE CENTER

CCLI #6115180

Adam Ranney, Israel Houghton et al.

© 2011 Heart Anthem Music; Integrity

Worship Music; Integrity's Praise! Music; Sound Of
the new breed

APOSTOLIC GREETING

The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all. And also with you.
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glo-ry to God, glo- ry to God, and peace to God’s peo- ple on earth.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Beloved and sovereign God, through the death and resurrection of your Son you bring us into
your kingdom of justice and mercy. By your Spirit, give us your wisdom, that we may treasure
the life that comes from Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

(Please be seated)

WORD

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song




CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION

FIRST READING

ROMANS 8:26-39

26 The Spirit helps us in our weakness, for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but that
very Spirit intercedes with groanings too deep for words. 2” And God, who searches hearts,
knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to
the will of God.

28\We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who are called
according to his purpose. 2° For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed
to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn within a large family. 3° And those
whom he predestined he also called, and those whom he called he also justified, and those
whom he justified he also glorified.

31 What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against us? 32 He who
did not withhold his own Son but gave him up for all of us, how will he not with him also give us
everything else? 33 Who will bring any charge against God'’s elect? It is God who justifies. 3 Who
is to condemn? It is Christ who died, or rather, who was raised, who is also at the right hand of
God, who also intercedes for us. 35 Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will affliction or
distress or persecution or famine or nakedness or peril or sword? 3¢ As it is written,“For your
sake we are being killed all day long; we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.”

37 No, in all these things we are more than victorious through him who loved us. 3 For | am
convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to
come, nor powers, 39 nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation will be able to
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

(Please Stand)

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL MATTHEW 13:31-33, 44-52
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew the 13th Chapter. Glory to You, O Lord.

31[Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard
seed that someone took and sowed in his field;32it is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it
has grown it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and
make nests in its branches.”

33 He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and
mixed in with three measures of flour until all of it was leavened.”

44“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man found and reburied;
then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field. 45 “Again, the kingdom of
heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls; 46 on finding one pearl of great value, he went
and sold all that he had and bought it.

47“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and caught fish of
every kind; 8 when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put the good into baskets but
threw out the bad. 4° So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come out and separate the
evil from the righteous 5% and throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and
gnashing of teeth.

51“Have you understood all this?” They answered, “Yes.” 32 And he said to them, “Therefore

every scribe who has become a disciple in the kingdom of heaven is like the master of a
household who brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old.”

This is the Gospel of the Lord. Praise to You, O Christ.

(Please be seated)

SERMON GUATEMALA TEAM

(Please Stand)



HYMN OF THE DAY

BE THOU MY VISION (ELW #793)
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thou my best  thought both by day and by ight,
Thou my soul’s  shel - ter, and thou my high tow’r,
thou and thou on - ly, the first in  my heart,
Heart of my own heart, what - ev - er be - fall,
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wak - ing or sleep - ing, thy pres - ence my light.
raise thou me heav’n-ward, O Pow’r of my POW’T.
great God of heav - en, my trea - sure thou  art.
still  be my vi - sion, O Rul - er of all.
Text: Irish, 8th cent.; vers. Eleanor H. Hull, 1860-1935, alt.; tr. Mary E. Byrne, 1880-1931

Music: SLANE, Irish traditional

OUR STATEMENT OF FAITH

| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

The Apostles’ Creed

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is
seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

(Please be Seated)

Each petition will end with “God of grace,” and the response will be “Hear our prayer”

SHARING OF CHRIST’S PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.



THANKSGIVING

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ

OFFERING

Thank you for your continued generosity in supporting the ongoing ministry of Bethel Lutheran
Church! In-person gifts may be placed in the offering plates, mailed to Bethel Evangelical
Lutheran Church (2077 N. Frederick Pike, Winchester, VA 22603), given online at
www.bethelwinchester.com or using the adjacent QR code.

MUSIC FOR REFLECTION - | SPEAK JESUS - Karen Nguyen / Choir / Band

(Please stand)
THANKSGIVING OF THE WORD
Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your Word you made all things: you spoke light into
darkness, called forth beauty from chaos, and brought life into being. For your Word of life,
O God, we give you thanks and praise.

By your Word you called your people Israel to tell of your wonderful gifts: freedom from captivity,
water on the desert journey, a pathway home from exile, wisdom for life with you. For your Word
of life, O God, we give you thanks and praise.

Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, you speak to us and call us to witness: forgiveness
through the cross, life to those entombed by death, the way of your self-giving love. For your
Word of life, O God, we give you thanks and praise.

Send your Spirit of truth, O God; rekindle your gifts within us: renew our faith, increase our
hope, and deepen our love, for the sake of a world in need. Faithful to your Word, O God, draw
near to all who call on you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and
the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever. Amen.

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, forever and ever. Amen.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world
BENEDICTION
Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, -+ one God, bless, heal, and hold you today and always.
Amen.
SENDING SONG ALL THE PEOPLE SAID AMEN
CCLI #6518275
Matt Maher, Paul Moak, et al.
© 2013 Universal Music - Brentwood Benson  Publishing;
Thankyou Music Ltd; Valley Of Songs Music; Trevor Morgan musi
DISMISAL

Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news! Thanks be to God.



BETHEL STAFF & COUNCIL

Kristal Cutler, Director of Music music@bethelwinchester.com
Nina Davis, Office Manager office@bethelwinchester.com
George W. Donovan, Sr., Director of Safety security@bethelwinchester.com
and Security

Shawn Garner, Facility Management facility@bethelwinchester.com
Matt Meade & Lexy Grymala Nursery Managers office@bethelwinchester.com
Mel Siebert, Youth Ministry youth@bethelwinchester.com
Patty White, Parish Custodian annwhite54@aol.com
Financial or Giving Questions office@bethelwinchester.com

Council Executive Committee

JENNIFER LAFOLLETTE, PRESIDENT, TEXT/CALL 540-533-9142, EMAIL jnanlafollette@gmail.com
CHERIE LAUCK, VICE-PRESIDENT & MINISTRY TEAM TEXT/CALL 540-336-0300, EMAIL cherie.lauck@bethelwinchester.com
MATT LYMAN, SECRETARY & COMMUNICATIONS TEAM TEXT/CALL 540-550-0710, EMAIL matt.lyman@bethelwinchester.com

LYNDA GRYMALA, TREASURER & FINANCE TEAM TEXT/CALL 540-222-9408, EMAIL lynda.grymala@bethelwinchester.com

CouNnciL GENERAL MEMBERS

MEL SIEBERT, EMAIL MEL.SIEBERT@BETHELWINCHESTER.COM

LEEANNE MARPLE EMAIL LEEANNE.MARPLE@BETHELWINCHESTER.COM

RENE HOLLEBRANDSE, MINISTRY TEAM EMAIL C.J.HOLLEBRANDSE@GMAIL.COM
TAMAR YAGER EMAIL: TAMAR.YAGER@BETHELWINCHESTER.COM

RoB CUTLER EMAIL: ROB.CUTLER@BETHELWINCHESTER.COM

CALL COMMITTEE EMAIL: CALLCHAIR@BETHELWINCHESTER.COM

BETHEL LUTHERAN CHURCH
2077 North Frederick Pike, Winchester, VA 22603, 540-662-3245
Office Hours: Monday-Friday 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
www.bethelwinchester.com
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