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NINTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

JuLy 26, 2026

SAINT MARTIN’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
Annapolis, Maryland
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The Holy Spirt gathers
us once again on this
Ninth Sunday After

Pentecost

1 John 1:8

2 Corinthians
13:13-14

We ask for God’s
mercy

Luke 17:13; 18-39,
Psalm 123:3

SUMMER HYMN SING

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS - Pastor

(Please stand as you are able)
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS - Pastor

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the aid of your people, turning us from our sin to live for
you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that, attentive to your Word, we may confess our
sins, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence for reflection and selfexamination.)

Gracious God,

have mercy on us. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things done and
left undone. Uphold us by your Spirit so that we may live and serve you in newness of life, to the
honor and glory of your holy name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen
you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.

Amen

GATHERING HYMN Gather Us In ELW 532

GREETING - Pastor

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with
you all. And also with you.

HYMN OF PRAISE
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1 Glo-ry be to God in heav-en; peace, good-will to all the earth.
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Might-y God of all cre - a - tion, Fa - ther of sur - pass-ing worth:
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we ex - alt you, we a - dore you, we lift high our thanks and praise.
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Saints and an - gels bow be - fore you; here on earth our songs we raise.



Gather Us In

S ——

> 1 t e 1 | ;\ - 1 1 :
1 L4 1 1 1 4
= .
I Here in this place the new light 15 stream-ing, now s the dark - ness
2 We are the young, our lives arc a mys -try, we arc the old who
3 Here we will take  the wine and the wa - ter, here we will take the
4 Not in the dark of build-ings con-fin - ing, not in some heav - en,
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van - ished a - way;  scc in this space our  fears and our dream-ings
geum for your face;  we have been sung through-out all  of  his - t'ry,
of new birth,  here you shall call  your  sons and your daugh-ters,
light years a - way— here in this place the new light is  shin - ing,
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brought here to you in the light of this day.
called 10 be light to the whole hu - man race.
call us  a-mw to be salt for the carth,
now is  the king - dom, and now is  the day.
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Gath-er  us n, the lost and for - sak - en, gath-er ws i, the
Gath-er  wus in, the rich and the haugh-ty, gath-er us in, the
Give us  tw drink the wine of com-pas-sion, give us o cal  the
Gath-er us in and hold us for-ev - en gath-er uws in  and
-4 T 1 1 T T ! _ﬂ é ii% r
= =E=== =
J - r
blind and the lame: call to ws now. and we shall a - wak-en,
proud and the strong; give us  a heart, so  meek and so Jow -y,
bread that 15 you; nour-ish us well, and tcach us 1o fash-ion
make us your own:  gath-er us in,  all peo-ples to-geth-er,
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we shall a - mse at  the sound of owr name.
give us  the cour-age 1o en - ter  the song.
lives that arc  ho - ly and hearts that arc truc.
fire of love in  our flesh and our bone.
Text: Marty Haagen b 1950
Missic: GATHER US IN, Marty Hasgen

Tex and sasic © 199
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This prayer “collects”
the theme of the day.

This reading is
typically from the
Hebrew Scriptures,
which Jesus often
quoted.

The psalms are prayers
that Jesus used and
cover every mood of

humanity’s relationship
with God and one
another. Psalms are
the hymnbooks of the

children of Israel

PRAYER OF THE DAY - Assisting Minister

Beloved and sovereign God, through the death and resurrection of your Son you bring us into your
kingdom of justice and mercy. By your Spirit, give us your wisdom, that we may treasure the life that
comes from Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

(Please be seated)

THE FIRST LESSON - Lector 1 Kings 3:5-12

5 At Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon in a dream by night, and God said, “Ask what I should
give you.” ® And Solomon said, “You have shown great and steadfast love to your servant my father
David because he walked before you in faithfulness, in righteousness, and in uprightness of heart to-
ward you, and you have kept for him this great and steadfast love and have given him a son to sit on
his throne today. “ And now, O LORD my God, you have made your servant king in place of my father
David, although I am only a little child; I do not know how to go out or come in. ®* And your servant
is in the midst of the people whom you have chosen, a great people so numerous they cannot be num-
bered or counted. ° Give your servant, therefore, an understanding mind to govern your people, able
to discern between good and evil, for who can govern this great people of yours?” °It pleased the
Lord that Solomon had asked this. ' God said to him, “Because you have asked this and have not
asked for yourself long life or riches or for the life of your enemies but have asked for yourself under-
standing to discern what is right, "* I now do according to your word. Indeed, I give you a wise and
discerning mind; no one like you has been before you, and no one like you shall arise after you.”

The Word of The Lord. Thanks be to God.

THE PSALM (All Sing Together) Psalm 119:129-136
&
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2Your de- ! crees are wonderful;
therefore I obey them with ! all my heart.
B"When your word is opened ! it gives light;
it gives understanding ' to the simple.
BT open my ! mouth and pant
because I long for ! your commandments.
B2 Turn to me and be gra- ! cious to me,
as you always do to those who ! love your name.
3 Order my footsteps | in your word;
let no iniquity have dominion '
B4 Rescue me from those ! who oppress me,
and I will keep ! your commandments.
5 Let your face shine up- | on your servant
and teach ' me your statutes.
36 My eyes shed ! streams of tears,
because people do not ! keep your teaching.

over me.



This reading bears
witness to the early

church.

We acclaim the living
Word, Jesus Christ,
present in the gospel

reading.

John 6:68

THE SECOND LESSON - Lector Romans 8:26-39
6 The Spirit helps us in our weakness, for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but that very
Spirit intercedes with groanings too deep for words. *” And God, who searches hearts, knows what is
the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God.

% We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who are called according
to his purpose. ’ For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of
his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn within a large family. ** And those whom he predes-
tined he also called, and those whom he called he also justified, and those whom he justified he also
glorified. > What then are we to say about these things! If God is for us, who is against us! ** He who
did not withhold his own Son but gave him up for all of us, how will he not with him also give us eve-
rything else? > Who will bring any charge against God’s elect! It is God who justifies. >* Who is to con-
demn? It is Christ who died, or rather, who was raised, who is also at the right hand of God, who also
intercedes for us. *> Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will affliction or distress or persecu-
tion or famine or nakedness or peril or sword? *° As it is written, “For your sake we are being killed all
day long; we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.” >’ No, in all these things we are more than
victorious through him who loved us. *® For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels,
nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, >° nor height, nor depth, nor anything
else in all creation will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

The Word of The Lord. Thanks be to God. (Please stand as you are able)
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Al - le-lu - ia! Lord and Sav-ior: o - pen now your sav-ing word.
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Let it burn like fire with-in us; speak un - til our hearts are stirred.
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Al - le-lu - ia! Lord, we sing for  the good news that you bring.
THE GOSPEL LESSON - Pastor Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52

The Gospel of our Lord, Jesus Christ according to Matthew the thirteenth chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

3 Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed that
someone took and sowed in his field;* it is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it has grown it is

| the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and make nests in its

branches.” »> He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took
and mixed in with three measures of flour until all of it was leavened.” ** “The kingdom of heaven is
like treasure hidden in a field, which a man found and reburied; then in his joy he goes and sells all
that he has and buys that field. * “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine
pearls; * on finding one pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it.

1 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and caught fish of every
kind; *® when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put the good into baskets but threw out
the bad. ¥ So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come out and separate the evil from the
righteous *° and throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of
teeth. >' “Have you understood all this?” They answered, “Yes.” >* And he said to them, “Therefore
every scribe who has become a disciple in the kingdom of heaven is like the master of a household
who brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old.”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. (Please be seated)



Viva Vox,” the Living
Word of God

interpreted. (Romans

10:14-17)

Ancient church
councils adopted the
summary of the
church’s faith in the
Nicene, Apostles” and
Athanasian Creeds.

We pray for ourselves
and particularly on
behalf of others.

(I Timothy 2:1-2; 1
Thessalonians 5:17;
Acts 2:42)

Extending God’s word
of peace to others.

(Romans 16:16;
Matthew 5:23-24)

1 Corinthians 16:1-2
2 Corinthians 9:7-9

SERMON - Pastor

(Please stand as you are able)

HYMN OF THE DAY Be Thou My Vision ELW 793

CONFESSION OF FAITH - Assisting Minister

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

The Apostles” Creed

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of
the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended
to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand
of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of

sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH - Assisting Minister

To the words “God of grace,” the congregation responds “hear our prayer.”

SHARING OF THE PEACE - Pastor

THE OFFERING (Please be seated)

We thank you for your generosity and support! We are blessed to return thanks to God through our offerings to support the
work of the Church in the world. Ushers will bring the plates to those worshipping in person this day. For those worshipping
online you may give electronically or by way of US Mail. Your gifts enable our day to day operational budget, our missions,
and the care of those in need. Please visit www.stmartinsannapolis.org/giving or scan the QR code here:

OFFERTORY MUSIC Violin Music by Irewamide Olayemi

- Music by Jeremy Woolstenhulme


http://www.stmartinsannapolis.org/giving

Be Thou My Vision
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1 Be thou my vi - sion, O Lord of my heart;
2 Be thou my wis - dom, and thou my ftrue word;
3 Rich-es I heed not, nor vain, emp - ty praise,
4 Light of my soul, af - fter vic - to - 1y won,
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naught be all else to me, save that thou art:
1 ev - er with thee and thou with me, Lord.
thou mine in - her - i - tance, now and al - ways:
may I reach heav - en’s joys, O  heav - en’s Sun!
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thou my best  thought both by day and by night,
Thou my soul’s  shel - ter, and thou my high tow’r,
thou and thou on - ly, the first in  my heart,
Heart of my own heart, what - ev - er be - fall,
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wak - ing or sleep - ing, thy pres - ence my light.
raise thou me heav’'n-ward, O Pow'r of my pow’r.
great God of heav - en, my trea - sure thou art.
still be my vi - sion, O Rul - er of all.

Text: Irish, 8th cent.; vers. Eleanor H. Hull, 1860-19335, alt.; tr. Mary E. Byrne, 1880-1931

Music: SLANE, Irish traditional




Before the Lord’s
supper is shared, the
presiding minister leads
us into thanksgiving.

(Psalm 15:1)

OFFERTORY RESPONSE
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Let the vine-yards be fruit-ful, Lord, and fill to the brim our cup of
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Gath-er the hopes and dreams of
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all; u - nite them with the prayers we of - fer. Grace our ta - ble
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with your pres - ence, and give us a fore - taste of the feast to come.

OFFERING PRAYER - Assisting Minister

ELW 184

Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take heart in you and share freely of
your love, so that all creation can taste your abundance. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the

Spirit abiding with us now and forever. Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING (Please stand as you are able) - Pastor
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The Lord be with  you. And al - so with you.
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Lift up your  hearts. We lift them to  the Lord.
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Let us give thanks  to the Lord our God.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.



The Sanctus is the
hymn of praise that
newver ceases before

God. (Isaiah 6:3)

In these words—Jesus
institutes the
sacrament for the

church

Matthew 26:26-28;
Luke 22:19-20; 1
Corinthians 11:23-26

Jesus teaches his
disciples to pray.
(Luke 11:2-4;
Matthew 6:9-13)

QOur invitation to
Charist’s Table
(adapted from lona
Community, Scotland)

PREFACE - Pastor

It is indeed right our duty and our joy...we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

THE SANCTUS

0 , .
| A | i | | | | | | ]
[ | [ | 1 [ | [ & X |
Mﬁjj " — — to
’ e
Ho -1y, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord, God of pow-er and might,
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heav’n and earth are full of your glo-ry. Ho-san - na in the high - est.
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Bless - ed is he who comes in  the name of the Lord. Ho -
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san-na in the high - est, ho - san - na in the high - est.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION - Pastor

THE LORD’S PRAYER - Pastor

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. (Please be seated)

INVITATION - Pastor

This is Christ’s table. It is a table of love and welcome. It is a table of fellowship with the poor.
[t is a table of communion with the earth.
So, come those of you who have great faith and those of you who wish you had more.
Come, those of you who have tried to follow Jesus, and those of you who have failed.
Come, those of you who depend on this sacrament for your life, and those of you for whom it is a

new and strange thing. These are the gifts of God for the people of God. Come!




As John the Baptist
pointed to Jesus, he

said these words.

(John 1:29)

A personal blessing
from God in the name
of the Triune God.
(Numbers 6:24-26)

On our way rejoicing.
(Colossians 3:16;
Philippians 4:4)

We go forth to bless the
world

Luke 7:50;

Romans 10:12-13

THE AGNUS DEI
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1 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin  of all the world a - way;
2 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin  of all the world a - way;
3 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin  of all the world a - way;
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you suf-fered death our lives to save: have mer-cy now, we pray.
you set us free from guilt and grave: have mer-cy now, we pray.
e - ter-nal peace with God you made: give us your peace,we pray.

***Blue Communion Cards— Please remember to fill in a blue communion card each week. You
can hand your blue communion cards to an usher as you come up for communion.

DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION - At the Lord’s Table we share in the gift of Jesus’ body and blood.

Please bring an empty glass from the head of the aisle to receive wine from a pouring cup. Grape juice is available in the prefilled
glasses near the empty ones. If you need a glutenfree option for bread, please indicate that to the person with bread. Peel away
communion kits are also available for any who so desire. Blessings will be given to those not yet communing.

COMMUNION MUSIC Eat this Bread - Violin Improvisation

by Irewamide Olayemi

ELW 491
ELW 661

COMMUNION HYMNS Come, Let Us Eat

I Love to Tell the Story

POST COMMUNION PRAYER (Please stand as you are able) - Pastor
The body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in His grace. Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION - Assisting Minister

Compassionate God,

through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled with the abundance of your love. Strengthen
us that we, through this holy meal, may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. We ask this
in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever.

Amen.

BENEDICTION - Pastor

The peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, keep your hearts and your minds in Christ Je-
sus. In the name of the Father, and of the Son, * and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

RECESSIONAL HYMN God of Grace and God of Glory ELW 705

DISMISSAL - Assisting Minister

Go in peace. Share the Good News!
Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE Poco Vivace VI - Hermann Schroeder



Come, Let Us Eat

0 Leader or All
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1 Come, let us eat, for now the feast 1s spread,
2 Come, let us drink, for now the wine s poured,
3 In Je - sug’ pres - ence now we meet and rest,
4 Rise, then, to spread a - broad God’s might-y word,
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come, let us eat, for now the feast 1is spread.
come, let us drink, for now the wine is poured.
in Je - sug’ pres - ence now we meet and  rest.
rise, then, to spread a - broad God’s might-y word.
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Our Lord’s bod - y let us take to - geth - er,
Je - sus’ blood poured let us drink to - geth - er,
In the pres - ence of our Lord we  gath - er,
Je - sus ris - en will bring in the  king - dom,
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our Lord’s bod - y let wus take to - geth - er
Je - sus’ blood poured let wus drink to - geth - er
in  the pres - ence of our Lord we gath - er.
Je - sus r1is - en will bring in the king - dom.

Text: Billema Kwillia, b. 1925, sts. 1-3; Gilbert E. Doan Jr., b. 1930, st. 4, alt.; tr. Margaret D. Miller, b. 1927, sts. 1-3, alt.

Music: A VA DE, Billema Kwillia, adapt.
Text sts. 1-3 and tune © Lutheran World Federation; text st. 4 and music adapt. © 1972 Contemporary Worship 4, admin. Augsburg Fortress.



I Love to Tell the Story
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1 I love to tell the sto - 1y of un - seen things a - bove,
2 1 love to tell the sto - 1y: how pleas-ant to re - peat
31 love to tell the sto - 1y, for those who know it  best
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of Je - sus and his glo - ry, of Je - sus and his love.
what seems, each time I tell it more won-der-ful - ly sweet!
seem hun - ger-ing and thirst-ing to hear it like the rest.
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I love to tell the sto - ry, be - cause I know it’s true;
I love to tell the sto - ry, for some have nev - er heard
And when, in scenes of glo - 1y, I sing the new, new song,
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it sat - is - fles my long-ings as noth - ing else would do.

the mes-sage of sal - va - tion from God’s own ho - ly word.
'l sing the old, old sto-ry that I have loved so long.
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I love to tell the sto-ry; ’twill be my theme in glo-ry
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to tell the old, old sto-ry of Je - sus and his love.
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Text: Katherine Hankey, 1834-1911
Music: HANKEY, William E. Fischer, 1849-1936



God of Grace and God of Glory
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1 God of grace and God of glo - ry, on your peo - ple
2 Lo! The hosts of e - vl round us scorn the Christ, as -
3 Cure your chil - dren’s war - ring mad-ness; bend our pride to
4 Save us from weak res - ig - na - tion to the e - vils
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pour your pow’r; crown your an - cient chur - ch’s sto - r1y;
sail his ways! From the fears that  long have bound us
your con - trol; shame our wan - ton, self - 1ish glad - ness,
we  de - plore; let the gift of your sal - wva - tion
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bring its bud to glo - rious flow’r. Grant us wis-dom, grant us cour-age
free our hearts to  faith and praise. Grant us wis-dom, grant us cour-age
rich in things and poor in soul. Grant us wis-dom, grant us cour-age,
be our glo-ry ev - er - more. Grant us wis-dom, grant us cour-age,
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for the fac -ing of this hour, for the fac - ing of this hour.
for the liv -ing of these days, for the liv - ing of these days.
lest we miss your king-dom’s goal, lest we miss your king-dom’s goal.
serv-ing you whom we a - dore, serv - ing you wgo\m we a - dore.
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Text: Harry E. Fosdick, 1878-1969
Music: CWM RHONDDA, John Hughes, 1873-1932



