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THE KINGDON OF HEAVEN IS LIKE...

A string of parables describe the kingdom of heaven, and then we hear Jesus’ question:
“Have you understood all this?” The mustard seed, yeast, hidden treasure, pearls—
these bring good news of growth and joy and riches. Then come the fish, the furnace of
fire, and the weeping and gnashing of teeth. Once again this week we hear of a God of
mercy and justice. Once again there is good news to be heard in Paul’s letter to the
church at Rome —nothing will ever separate us from God’s love in Christ Jesus. How
will we reconcile these two images of God?

“Kingdoms” are not common in our world. When most of us think about kingdoms, we
call up images of British or other royalty —jeweled crowns, a palace. At the time the
Gospel of Matthew was written, the people were subject to the empire, or kingdom, of
Rome. Perhaps the writer wants us to contrast the oppressive rule of Rome with a vision
of heaven’s kingdom of love and mercy. The translation of the Greek basileia, a feminine
word usually rendered in English as “kingdom,” is difficult. The writer of Matthew may
have used the expression “kingdom of heaven” instead of “kingdom of God” in order
not to offend Jewish Christ-believers who honored the word for God by avoiding its use.
King Solomon asks God for the wisdom to discern between good and evil, for the
understanding to live out both justice and mercy as a ruler of God’s people. God was
pleased with Solomon’s request. The wisdom Solomon seeks to rule his earthly kingdom
reflects the wisdom of the kingdom of heaven. King Solomon was variously successful

in his discernment of good and evil, as are we.




Ministers The People of Redeemer

Pastor The Rev. Elise T. Stringer
Parish Administrator Mrs. Jackie Pitts
Director of Music Ministries Mrs. Donna Cotter

Welcome to Redeemer Lutheran Church in the name of Christ our Lord.

WE WARMLY WELCOME ALL WHO WORSHIP WITH US this Nineth Sunday after
Pentecost. It is our hope and prayer that the God who destroyed death and made new
life possible on this day will touch and transform your life for all the days to come. If
you are a guest, please sign the Guest Register in the Narthex. If you have any questions,
our ushers will be happy to help you.

IF YOU ARE SEEKING A CHURCH HOME, we invite you to consider making
Redeemer that home. For more information about Redeemer Lutheran Church,

becoming a member, and sharing your gifts in ministry, please speak with Pastor Elise
or contact Jackie Pitts at (864) 877-5876.

AS SOLOMON PRAYS FOR WISDOM, WE SEEK TO MORE DEEPLY KNOW THE
TREASURES OF FAITH. In today’s Gospel Jesus offers everyday images that reveal to
us the reign of God: a tree that becomes a sheltering home, yeast that penetrates and
expands, a treasured pearl, a net that gains a great catch. Even as we seek the riches of
God’s reign, the great surprise is that God’s grace finds us first!

WE ENTER THIS SANCTUARY WITH REVERENCE FOR GOD
AND RESPECT FOR THOSE WHO MAY BE IN PRAYER.
PLEASE SILENCE ALL ELECTRONIC DEVICES.



PRELUDE FOR THE BEAUTY OF THE EARTH Donna Cotter, Organist

The prelude is a time for QUIET reflection and prayer.

ANNOUNCEMENTS OF THE DAY

GATHERING

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the People of God.
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at Baptism.

In the name of the Father,
and of the # Son,

and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no
secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Most merciful God,

We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in
your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and
by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the

name of the Father, and of the * Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.




ELW #532

GATHERING HYMN GATHER US IN
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I Here in this place the new light is stream-ing, now is the dark - ness
2 We are the young, our lives are a mys-try, we are the old who
3 Here we will take the wine and the wa - ter, here we will take the
4 Not in the dark of build-ings con-fin - ing, not in some heav - en,
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van - ished a - way; see in this space our  fears and our dream-ings
yearn for your face; we have been sung through-out all of his - try,
bread of new birth, here you shall call your sons and your daugh-ters,
light years a - way— here in this place the new light is shin - ing,
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brought here to you in the light of this day.
called to be light to the whole hu - man race.
call us a-new to be salt for the -earth.
now is the king - dom, and now is the day.
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Gath-er us in, the lost and for - sak - en, gath-er us in, the
Gath-er us in, the rich and the haugh-ty, gath-er us in, the
Give us to drink the wine of com-pas-sion, give us to eat the
Gath-er us in and hold us for -ev - er, gath-er us in and
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blind and the lame; call to us now, and we shall a - wak-en,
proud and the strong; give us a heart, so  meck and so low -ly,
bread that is you; nour-ish us well, and teach us to fash-ion
make us your own; gath-er us in, all peo-ples to - geth -er,
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we shall a - mse at the sound of our name.
give us the cour-age to en - ter the song.
lives that are ho - ly and hearts that are true.
fire of love in our flessh and our bone.

Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950
Music: GATHER US IN, Marty Haugen
Text and music © 1982 GIA Publications Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.

All rights reserved. Used by permission.




GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy

Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

KYRIE ELW p. 203
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I Have mer-cy on us, Lord, and hear our sol-emn  prayer.
2 Have mer-cy on us, Christ, and wash a - way our sin.
3 Have mer-cy on us, Lord; make sin  and shame de - par.
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We  come 1o hear your
Pour

liv - ing word: it
out your grace and make us whole that new life may be - gin.

saves us from de - spair.

Re - new us with your sav-ing pow'r; cre - ate in us new hearts!
CANTICLE OF PRAISE ELW p. 204
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I Glo-ry be to  God in heav-en; peace, good-will to  all the ecarth.
2 Glo-ry be to Christfor -ev - er, Lamb of God and Lord of love.
i Ho-ly One we now ac-claim you; Lord a - lone, to  you we call;
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Might-y God of all cre - a - tion, Fa -ther of sur - pass-ing worth:
Son of God and gra-cious Sav - ior, you have come from heav’n a- bove;
Ho - ly One in faith we name vyou, God most high, vet near to all
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we ex - alt you, we a - dore you, we lift high our thanks and praise.
on the cross you died to  save us; now youreign at  God's right hand.
Je - sus Christ,with God the Spir-it, in the Fa-ther's splen-dor bright.
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For the peace that we

in - her - it,

an - gels bow be -fore you; here on earth our songs we raise,
Hear our prayer; re - store, for-give us;

in your prom-ise firm we stand. 6
glo-ry be to God on high!



PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray: Beloved and sovereign God, through the death and resurrection of your Son
you bring us into your kingdom of justice and mercy. By your Spirit, give us your
wisdom, that we may treasure the life that comes from Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

We Sit

CHILDREN’S SERMON Pastor Elise Stringer

WORD

God speaks to us in Scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: 1 Kings 3:5-12
Because Solomon did not ask for long life, riches, or the defeat of his enemies, God gave him what he asked for:
wisdom to govern the people well. (not read aloud)

A reading from 1 Kings Chapter 3:

5 At Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon in a dream by night, and God said,
“Ask what I should give you.” ®And Solomon said, “You have shown great and
steadfast love to your servant my father David because he walked before you in
faithfulness, in righteousness, and in uprightness of heart toward you, and you have
kept for him this great and steadfast love and have given him a son to sit on his throne
today. 7 And now, O LORD my God, you have made your servant king in place of my
father David, although I am only a little child; I do not know how to go out or come
in. 8 And your servant is in the midst of the people whom you have chosen, a great
people so numerous they cannot be numbered or counted.®Give your servant,
therefore, an understanding mind to govern your people, able to discern between good
and evilL for who «can govern this great people of yours?”

10Tt pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. 11 God said to him, “Because you
have asked this and have not asked for yourself long life or riches or for the life of your
enemies but have asked for yourself understanding to discern what is right, 2I now do
according to your word. Indeed, I give you a wise and discerning mind; no one like you
has been before you, and no one like you shall arise after you.”

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.




PSALM:119:129-136
When your word is opened, it gives light and understanding. (Ps. 119:130)

129%Your de- | crees are wonderful;

therefore I obey them with | all my heart.

130 When your word is opened ! it gives light;
it gives understanding | to the simple.

131] open my | mouth and pant
because I long for | your commandments.

132 Turn to me and be gra- | cious to me,
as you always do to those who | love your name.

133 Order my footsteps | in your word;
let no iniquity have dominion | over me.

134 Rescue me from those | who oppress me,
and I will keep | your commandments.

135 Let your face shine up- | on your servant
and teach | me your statutes.

136 My eyes shed | streams of tears,
because people do not | keep your teaching.

SECOND READING: Romans 8:26-39

These words celebrate the depth of God’s actions for us. Through Christ’s death for us and the activity of the
Spirit praying for us, we are fused to God’s love poured out in Jesus Christ. Nothing, not even death itself, is
able to separate us from such incredible divine love. (not read aloud)

A reading from Romans Chapter 8:

26 The Spirit helps us in our weakness, for we do not know how to pray as we
ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with groanings too deep for words. 27 And God,
who searches hearts, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes
for the saints according to the will of God. 22 We know that all things work together for
good for those who love God, who are called according to his purpose. 2 For those
whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order
that he might be the firstborn within a large family. 30 And those whom he predestined
he also called, and those whom he called he also justified, and those whom he justified
he also glorified. 31 What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is
against us? 32 He who did not withhold his own Son but gave him up for all of us, how
will he not with him also give us everything else? 33 Who will bring any charge against
God’s elect? It is God who justifies. 3 Who is to condemn? It is Christ who died, or rather,
who was raised, who is also at the right hand of God, who also intercedes for us.
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35 Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will affliction or distress or persecution
or famine or nakedness or peril or sword?3As it is written,
“For your sake we are being killed all day long;
we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.” 37 No, in all these things we are more than
victorious through him who loved us. 3 For I am convinced that neither death, nor life,
nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, % nor height,
nor depth, nor anything else in all creation will be able to separate us from the love of
God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

GOSPE;}ACCLAMATION ELW #205
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Al - le-lu - 1a! Lord, we sing for  the good news that you bring.

GOSPEL: Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52

Throughout Matthew'’s gospel, Jesus and his disciples proclaim the good news that “the kingdom of heaven is
near!” Here, Jesus offers several brief parables that explore the implications of this announcement for people’s
lives.

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the 13t Chapter. Glory to you, O Lord.

31 [Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like
a mustard seed that someone took and sowed in his field;32it is the smallest of all the
seeds, but when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the
birds of the air come and make nests in its branches.” 33 He told them another parable:
“The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and mixed in with three
measures of flour until all of it was leavened.”



44 “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man found and
reburied; then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field.
$%Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls; 4 on
finding one pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it.
47" Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and caught
fish of every kind; 4 when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put the good
into baskets but threw out the bad. 4°So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will
come out and separate the evil from the righteous 50 and throw them into the furnace of
fire, = where there will be weeping and  gnashing of teeth.
51"Have you understood all this?” They answered, “Yes.” 52 And he said to them,
“Therefore every scribe who has become a disciple in the kingdom of heaven is like the
master of a household who brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old.”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

THE SERMON Rev. Elise Stringer
HYMN OF THE DAY BETHOU MY VISION ELW #793
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still  be my vi - sion, O Rul - er of all.



APOSTLES’ CREED

Let us confess our faith with the words of the Apostles” Creed:

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Offered by the Assisting Minister

Trusting in God’s steadfast love for all God has made, let us pray for the church, the
world, and all of creation.

A brief silence.

God our wisdom and our song, we pray for bishops, candidacy committees, those
preparing for seminary, those awaiting call as deacons or pastors, and all who seek to
lead your disciples in any way. God of grace, hear our prayer.

God our breath and our heartbeat, help us to recognize signs of your presence among

us. Protect and support diverse ecosystems, from national parks to family farms, from
ranches to wild places. God of grace, hear our prayer.
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God our peace and our guide, help civic leaders hear all their peoples” stories with
compassion and curiosity, and remind us of your love from which we can never be
separated. God of grace, hear our prayer.

God our eternal advocate, break down every general, financial, and physical barrier to
medical care, and ensure that every person enduring chronic illness is fully seen, heard,
and supported. We pray especially for those on our prayer board and those we name
before you now. God of grace, hear our prayer.

God our redeemer, may we trust your love above and beyond all else that distracts,
annoys, frightens, exhausts, or divides us. God of grace, hear our prayer.

God who seeks, finds, and saves, for our community’s part in the ongoing gift of
creation, and for the riches of faith and hope which came before, we give you thanks.

God of grace, hear our prayer.

Grateful for your abundant provision and trusting in your goodness, we cast all our
cares upon you, through the abundant grace of Christ Jesus. Amen.

PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

We share a sign of peace with others as we are comfortable. We sit.

f
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These Young Youth had a blast last Sunday at Pump It Up!
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MEAL

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

MUSICAL OFFERING
OFFERING HYMN JESUS SHALL REIGN Donna Cotter, Organist
Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful
Offering Song
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pres-ence, and give us a fore-taste of the feast w  come.
OFFERING PRAYER

Offered by the Assisting minister and congregation.

Let us pray: Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take
heart in you and share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your
abundance. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now
and forever. Amen.
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GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Presiding Minister greets the congregation and invites all present to give thanks.

The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.
PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

through our Savior Jesus Christ;

who on this day overcame death and the grave,

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY ELW #207

N L :

Ho -1y, ho - Iy, ho - ly Lord, God  of pow-er and might,

T C— e Yo Ee— | T
B S e e e
heav'n and earth are full of your glo-ry. Ho-san - nma in the high - est.

_Q I i i ! i | i | "
/2 S [ S S T : e PP P
"Lj-l’ : roim— 7] J i J | 1

— o
Bless - ed 15 he who U:;ITF-I-EH mn the name of the Lord. Ho -
= 11 1
i P i i j._. ,’...l.. { 3 . T - i P. .I
e ¥, [#10 — T | 1
7 7 " 5 & |

5aM - Na 1N the high - est, ho - san - na in the high - est.



THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s Passover
from death to life, as we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

LORD’S PRAYER

Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast! Amen.

COMMUNION HYMN: LAMB OF GOD ELW p. 208
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2 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way:

3 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin  of all the world a - way;
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you suf-fered death our  lives to save: have mer-cy now, we pray.

you set us free from guilt and grave: have mer-cy now, we pray.
e - ter-nal peace with God you made: give us your peace,we pray.

HYMNS DURING COMMUNION

Congregation is encouraged to sing.

ASWE GATHER AT YOUR TABLE ELW #522
BREAK NOWTHE BREAD OF LIFE ELW #515

POST COMMUNION BLESSING

Please stand.

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Offered by Assisting Minister.

Let us pray: Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are
filled with the abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal,
may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. We ask this in the name of Jesus,
through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. Amen.
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SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
BLESSING

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace.
Amen.

REDEEMER’S MISSION
Redeemer's Mission is: A lifelong family ministry of God’s love!

SENDING HYMN IN THEE IS GLADNESS ELW #867
(printed on next page)

DISMISSAL
Offered by Assisting Minister.

Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news! Thanks be to God. Amen.

POSTLUDE Donna Cotter, Organist
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In Thee Is Gladness
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to thee are cleav - ing; naught can us sev - er: Al-le -1lu - ial
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Text: Johann Lindemann, 1549-1631; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 18271878, alt.
Music: IN DIR IST FREUDE, Giovanni Giacomo Gastoldi, 1556-1622
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Serving Today

Ushers: Wade Tate and Phil Rhoads
Greeters: John and Sharon Fouke
Assisting Minister: Al Ludwigson
Lector 1: Joyce Frid
Lector 2: Elaine Finley
Acolyte: Colin Felicia
Crucifer: Mylea Felicia
Cantor: Heather Hester
Counters: Cyndi Celinskis and Jennifer Tierce
Altar Guild: Paula Ludwigson
Flowers: Given by Vallorie Poznanski
Sheepdogs: Phil Rhoads, Seth Brandt, and Renee Phillips
Nursery: Kaci Cotter and Rose Lanning
Serving Next Week - August 2, 2026
Ushers: Chuck Pegram and Brad Van Putten
Greeters: David Henderson and Sonny Lybrand

Assisting Minister:
Lector 1:
Lector 2:
Acolyte:
Crucifer:
Cantor:
Counters:
Altar Guild:
Flowers:
Sheepdogs:
Nursery:

Heather Hester
Kathy Mieczkowski
Cindy Martin

Cecelia Robbins

Cyndi Celinskis and Jennifer Tierce

Tom and Joyce Frid

Given by Linda Jenkins to the glory of God
Mike Miller, Brian Ginsberg, and Beto Damian
April Jackson and Aurie Dill

NOTES
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