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Holy Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church
9th Sunday After Pentecost
July 26, 2026, at 10:30 am

Lay Speaker, Bill Pim

ORDER OF WORSHIP
*PRELUDE 		

* WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS     WORSHIP ASSISTANT

* OPENING HYMN		"Be Thou My Vision"	ELW 793
Public Domain
1.Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart;
naught be all else to me, save that thou art:
thou my best thought both by day and by night,
waking or sleeping, thy presence my light.

2.Be thou my wisdom, and thou my true word;
I ever with thee and thou with me, Lord.
Thou my soul’s shelter, and thou my high tow’r,
raise thou me heav’nward, O Pow’r of my pow’r.

3.Riches I heed not, nor vain, empty praise,
thou mine inheritance, now and always:
thou and thou only, the first in my heart,
great God of heaven, my treasure thou art.

4.Light of my soul, after victory won,
may I reach heaven’s joys, O heaven’s Sun!
Heart of my own heart, whatever befall,
still be my vision, O Ruler of all.





* CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS       BILL PIM
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who calls us by name, claims us as family, and keeps covenant with us through every generation. Amen.

Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin. Silence is kept for reflection.

God of Leah and Rachel, you have called us into your family by grace, not by earning. Yet we forget who we belong to. We trust our own striving more than your promise. We cling to favoritism, resentment, fear, and scarcity. We wound one another in word and deed. We doubt your provision, resist your calling, and turn away from our neighbors. Forgive us. Remind us whose we are. Teach us to live as people shaped by your covenant of mercy; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

Hear the good news: God’s promise does not depend on human perfection. The covenant is gift, not reward. Your past does not define you; God’s mercy does. In the name of Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Amen.

* KYRIE		 “Have Mercy on Us Lord”		ELW pg 203

1.Have mercy on us, Lord, and hear our solemn prayer.
We come to hear your living word; it saves us from despair.

2.Have mercy on us, Christ, and wash away our sin.
Pour out your grace and make us whole that new life may begin.

3.Have mercy on us, Lord; make sin and shame depart.
Renew us with your saving pow’r, create in us new hearts.





* CANTICLE OF PRAISE “Glory Be To God In Heaven” ELW pg 204

1.Glory be to God in heaven; peace, goodwill to all the earth.
Mighty God of all creation, Father of surpassing worth:
We exalt you, we adore you, we lift high our thanks and praise.
Saints and angels bow before you; here on earth our songs we raise.
2.Glory be to Christ forever, Lamb of God and Lord of love.
Son of God and gracious Savior, you have come from heav’n above;
on the cross you died to save us; now you reign at God’s right hand.
Hear our prayer, restore, forgive us; in your promise firm we stand.

3.Holy One we now acclaim you; Lord alone, to you we call;
Holy One in faith we name you, God most high, yet near to all:
Jesus Christ, with God the Spirit, in the Father’s splendor bright.
For the peace that we inherit, glory be to God on high!

*GREETING                                          BILL PIM
THE GRACE OF OUR LORD, JESUS CHRIST, THE LOVE OF GOD, AND THE COMMUNION OF THE HOLY SPIRIT BE WITH YOU ALL. AND ALSO WITH YOU.

*PRAYER OF THE DAY                       WORSHIP ASSISTANT
Beloved and sovereign God, through the death and resurrection of your Son you bring us into your kingdom of justice and mercy. By your Spirit, give us your wisdom, that we may treasure the life that comes from Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

* PASSING OF THE PEACE                  WORSHIP ASSISTANT
MAY THE PEACE OF CHRIST BE WITH YOU ALWAYS.  AND ALSO WITH YOU.

PLEASE SHARE THE SIGN OF PEACE WITH ONE ANOTHER WITH A WAVE.

*CHILDREN’S MOMENT – PULPIT PREQUEL

*FIRST LESSON: Genesis 28:10-19a                 Reader
Laban deceives Jacob by giving his older daughter, Leah, to Jacob in marriage instead of the promised younger daughter, Rachel. Because of his love for Rachel, Jacob agrees to work for Laban for an additional seven years so that he may also be married to her.
15 Laban said to Jacob, “Because you are my kinsman, should you therefore serve me for nothing? Tell me, what shall your wages be?” 16 Now Laban had two daughters; the name of the elder was Leah, and the name of the younger was Rachel. 17 Leah’s eyes were weak, but Rachel was graceful and beautiful. 18 Jacob loved Rachel, so he said, “I will serve you seven years for your younger daughter Rachel.” 19 Laban said, “It is better that I give her to you than that I should give her to any other man; stay with me.” 20 So Jacob served seven years for Rachel, and they seemed to him but a few days because of his love for her.
  21 Then Jacob said to Laban, “Give me my wife that I may go in to her, for my time is completed.” 22 So Laban gathered together all the people of the place and made a feast. 23 But in the evening he took his daughter Leah and brought her to Jacob, and he went in to her. 24 (Laban gave his maid Zilpah to his daughter Leah to be her maid.) 25 When morning came, it was Leah! And Jacob said to Laban, “What is this you have done to me? Did I not serve with you for Rachel? Why then have you deceived me?” 26 Laban said, “This is not done in our country—giving the younger before the firstborn. 27 Complete the week of this one, and we will give you the other also in return for serving me another seven years.” 28 Jacob did so and completed her week; then Laban gave him his daughter Rachel as a wife.
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

*SECOND LESSON: Romans 8:26-39           Reader
These words celebrate the depth of God’s actions for us. Through Christ’s death for us and the activity of the Spirit praying for us, we are fused to God’s love poured out in Jesus Christ. Nothing, not even death itself, is able to separate us from such incredible divine love.

26 The Spirit helps us in our weakness, for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with groanings too deep for words. 27 And God, who searches hearts, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God.
  28 We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who are called according to his purpose. 29 For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn within a large family. 30 And those whom he predestined he also called, and those whom he called he also justified, and those whom he justified he also glorified.
  31 What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against us? 32 He who did not withhold his own Son but gave him up for all of us, how will he not with him also give us everything else? 33 Who will bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. 34 Who is to condemn? It is Christ who died, or rather, who was raised, who is also at the right hand of God, who also intercedes for us. 35 Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will affliction or distress or persecution or famine or nakedness or peril or sword? 36 As it is written, 
 “For your sake we are being killed all day long;
  we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.”
37 No, in all these things we are more than victorious through him who loved us. 38 For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, 39 nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

* GOSPEL ACCLAMATION     "Alleluia! Lord and Savior"	ELW pg. 205

Al-le-lu-ia! Lord and Savior: open now your saving word.
Let it burn like fire within us; speak until our hearts are stirred.
Al-le-lu-ia! Lord, we sing for the good news that you bring.




* GOSPEL: Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52                   Bill Pim
Throughout Matthew’s gospel, Jesus and his disciples proclaim the good news that “the kingdom of heaven is near!” Here, Jesus offers several brief parables that explore the implications of this announcement for people’s lives.

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 13th chapter. Glory to you, O Lord.
31 [Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed that someone took and sowed in his field;32 it is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and make nests in its branches.”
  33 He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and mixed in with three measures of flour until all of it was leavened.”
  44 “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man found and reburied; then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field.
  45 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls; 46 on finding one pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it.
  47 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and caught fish of every kind; 48 when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put the good into baskets but threw out the bad. 49 So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come out and separate the evil from the righteous 50 and throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.
  51 “Have you understood all this?” They answered, “Yes.” 52 And he said to them, “Therefore every scribe who has become a disciple in the kingdom of heaven is like the master of a household who brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old.”
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

*SERMON	“THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN IS LIKE…”	      BILL PIM
[bookmark: _Hlk190775934]

* HYMN OF THE DAY 			"Seek Ye First"		     WOV 783
Verse 1
Seek ye first the kingdom of God
And His righteousness;
And all these things shall be added unto you.
Hallelu, Hallelujah!
 
Verse 2
Ask, and it shall be given unto you;
Seek, and you shall find.
Knock, and it shall be opened unto you.
Hallelu, Hallelujah!

Verse 3
Man shall not live by bread alone,
But by every word
That proceeds out from the mouth of God.
Hallelu, Hallelujah!

* APOSTLE’S CREED                        WORSHIP ASSISTANT
LET US PROCLAIM OUR FAITH IN THE WORDS OF THE APOSTLE’S CREED.
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

* Prayers of Intercession                               Bill Pim
                                                                    Be Seated
                                                      Prayer Requests or Joys to Share
Trusting in God’s steadfast love for all God has made, let us pray for the church, the world, and all of creation. A brief silence.

God our wisdom and our song, we pray for bishops, candidacy committees, those preparing for seminary, those awaiting call as deacons or pastors, and all who seek to lead your disciples in any way. God of grace, hear our prayer.

God our breath and our heartbeat, help us to recognize signs of your presence among us. Protect and support diverse ecosystems, from national parks to family farms, from ranches to wild places. God of grace, hear our prayer.

God our peace and our guide, help civic leaders hear all their peoples’ stories with compassion and curiosity, and remind us of your love from which we can never be separated. God of grace, hear our prayer.

God our intercessor and our lawgiver, dismantle the barriers to care and recognition of all who live with chronic illness, mobility struggles, pain, and uncertainty. (We pray especially for . . .) God of grace, hear our prayer.

God our redeemer, may we trust your love above and beyond all else that distracts, annoys, frightens, exhausts, or divides us. God of grace, hear our prayer.

God who seeks, finds, and saves, for our community’s part in the ongoing gift of creation, and for the riches of faith and hope which came before, we give you thanks. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Grateful for your abundant provision and trusting in your goodness, we cast all our cares upon you, through the abundant grace of Christ Jesus. Amen.

*Offering                                    Worship Assistant
The monthly mission for July is for “School Supplies.”  Let us give to God what He has first given us.

* OFFERING MUSIC BY JARED

* OFFERING HYMN 		“We Are an Offering”		 ELW #692
CCLI-11222261
To be sung while the offering is being returned to the Altar.

We lift our voices, we lift our hands, we lift our lives up to you: we are an offering.  Lord, use our voices, Lord, use our hands, Lord, use our lives, they are yours: we are an offering.  All that we have, all that we are, all that we hope to be, we give to you, we give to you. We lift our voices, we lift our hands, we lift our lives up to you: we are an offering, we are an offering.

* OFFERING PRAYER                            WORSHIP ASSISTANT
Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take heart in you and share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your abundance. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. Amen.

* LORD’S PRAYER					          ELW PG 208
OUR FATHER, WHO ART IN HEAVEN, HALLOWED BE THY NAME, THY KINGDOM COME, THY WILL BE DONE, ON EARTH AS IT IS IN HEAVEN. GIVE US THIS DAY OUR DAILY BREAD; AND FORGIVE US OUR TRESPASSES, AS WE FORGIVE THOSE WHO TRESPASS AGAINST US; AND LEAD US NOT INTO TEMPTATION, BUT DELIVER US FROM EVIL. FOR THINE IS THE KINGDOM, AND THE POWER, AND THE GLORY, FOREVER AND EVER. AMEN.										


* BLESSING                                                      BILL PIM
THE LOVE OF GOD ABOUND IN YOU; THE GRACE OF OUR SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST FILL YOUR HEARTS; AND THE LIFE OF THE SPIRIT + BLESS YOU AND GIVE YOU PEACE.  AMEN.

*HYMNOLOGY STORY                                  BILL PIM

*CLOSING HYMN	"Victory In Jesus"	Blue Hymnal 353

1.I heard an old, old story, how a Savior came from glory, 
How He gave His life on Calvary to save a wretch like me.
I heard about His groaning, of His precious blood’s atoning,
Then I repented of my sins and won the victory.
Refrain: O victory in Jesus, my Savior forever! He sought me
And bo’t me with His redeeming blood. He loved me ere I knew Him, and all my love is due Him.  He plunged me to victory beneath the cleansing flood.

2.I heard about His healing, of His cleansing pow’r revealing,
How He made the lame to walk again and caused the blind to see. And then I cried, “Dear Jesus, come and heal by broken spirit,” And somehow Jesus came and bro’t to me the victory.
Refrain: O victory in Jesus, my Savior forever! He sought me
And bo’t me with His redeeming blood. He loved me ere I knew
Him, and all my love is due Him. He plunged me to victory beneath the cleansing flood.

3.I heard about a mansion He has built for me in glory,
And I heard about the streets of gold beyond the crystal sea;
About the angels singing, and the old redemption story;
And some sweet day I’ll sing up there the song of victory.
Refrain: O victory in Jesus, my Savior forever! He sought me
And bo’t me with His redeeming blood. He loved me ere I knew
Him, and all my love is due Him. He plunged me to victory
beneath the cleansing flood.


* DISMISSAL 
Go in peace, sharing the gifts of Christ! Thanks be to God!

*POSTLUDE		
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