g he
ingdom
of heaven
is like a
merchant
in search
of fine pearls

MATTHEW 13:45

St. John Lutheran Church

Cover: An oyster with a pearl. Copyright © 2025 Getty Images Plus via Getty Images/Tetra images. Used by permission.

Seripture guotations from the New Revised Standard Version Updated Edition. Copyright © 2021 i Gouncil of Churches of Christ in the United States of A | sed by per ion. All rights
reserved worldwide. Revised Common Lectionary copyright ©@ 1992 by the Gonsultation on Gommen Texts (CCT), admin. Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Ussd by perrnissron Please visit
our website at www.augsburgfortress.org. Tracks 1 and 2

Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. Ali rights reserved. May not be reproduced. Printed in U.5.A. 20260726-LEC17 ITEMO14766 ELCA-K




ST. JOHN EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
The Rev. Tammy P. Harmer
Deacon Betsey Eley & Deacon Ken Weaver

9TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST « JuLy 26, 2026

Reverent Reflection

Prelude

Welcome

Church Announcements

Confession and Forgiveness

P.

C.

P.

C.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, 4- one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever.
Amen.

O God, powerful and compassionate, you shepherd your people, faithfully feeding and protecting us.
Heal each of us, and make us a whole people, that we may embody the justice and peace of your Son,
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have
not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may
delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.

Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us and for his sake God forgives us all
our sin. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, | therefore
declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins in the name of the Father, and of the 4- Son, and
of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Gathering Hymn: Let Us Now Go To The Banquet (#523)

Apostolic Greeting

P.

C.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

Kyrie p. 147

P.

C
P.
C

In peace, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.



P. For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all,
let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

N oA AN

Amen.

Canticle p.149

P. This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia.

C. Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be people of God.
Power and riches and wisdom and strength, and honor and blessing and glory are his.
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia.
Sing with all the people of God and join in the hymn of all creation:
Blessing and honor and glory and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen.
This is the feast of victory for our God, for the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign.
Alleluia. Alleluia.

P. The Lord be with you.
C. And also with you.

Prayer of the Day
Let us pray:
Beloved and sovereign God, through the death and resurrection of your Son you bring us into your kingdom of

justice and mercy. By your Spirit, give us your wisdom, that we may treasure the life that comes from Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Word

First Reading: 1 Kings 3:5-12

> At Gibeon the Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream by night, and God said, “Ask what | should give you!”

¢ And Solomon said, “You have shown great and steadfast love to your servant my father David because he
walked before you in faithfulness, in righteousness, and in uprightness of heart toward you, and you have
kept for him this great and steadfast love and have given him a son to sit on his throne today. ” And now, O
Lord my God, you have made your servant king in place of my father David, although | am only a little child; I
do not know how to go out or come in. 8 And your servant is in the midst of the people whom you have
chosen, a great people so numerous they cannot be numbered or counted.® Give your servant, therefore, an
understanding mind to govern your people, able to discern between good and evil, for who can govern this
great people of yours?”

9]t pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. "' God said to him, “Because you have asked this and have
not asked for yourself long life or riches or for the life of your enemies but have asked for yourself
understanding to discern what is right, ' | now do according to your word. Indeed, | give you a wise and
discerning mind; no one like you has been before you, and no one like you shall arise after you.”

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.



Psalm 119:129-136
Response: “When your word is opened, it gives light and understanding.”

129Your decrees are wonderful; therefore | obey them with all my heart.

13 When your word is opened it gives light; it gives understanding to the simple.

311 open my mouth and pant because | long for your commandments.

132Turn to me and be gracious to me, as you always do to those who love your name. R
133 Order my footsteps in your word; let no iniquity have dominion over me.

134 Rescue me from those who oppress me, and | will keep your commandments.

135 et your face shine upon your servant and teach me your statutes.

13¢ My eyes shed streams of tears, because people do not keep your teaching. R

Second Reading: Romans 8:26-39

%The Spirit helps us in our weakness, for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but that very Spirit
intercedes with groanings too deep for words. 2 And God, who searches hearts, knows what is the mind of
the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God.

8 We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who are called according to his
purpose. %’ For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in
order that he might be the firstborn within a large family. *° And those whom he predestined he also called,
and those whom he called he also justified, and those whom he justified he also glorified.

3"What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against us? 32 He who did not withhold
his own Son but gave him up for all of us, how will he not with him also give us everything else? **Who will
bring any charge against God'’s elect? It is God who justifies. 3*Who is to condemn? It is Christ who died, or
rather, who was raised, who is also at the right hand of God, who also intercedes for us. ** Who will separate
us from the love of Christ? Will affliction or distress or persecution or famine or nakedness or peril or sword?
36 As it is written, “For your sake we are being killed all day long; we are accounted as sheep to be
slaughtered.”

3”No, in all these things we are more than victorious through him who loved us. * For | am convinced that
neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, 3 nor
height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ
Jesus our Lord.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation p. 151
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia.

Gospel: Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52
The holy gospel according to St. Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

31[Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed that
someone took and sowed in his field; *?it is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it has grown it is the greatest
of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and make nests in its branches.”

33 He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and mixed in with
three measures of flour until all of it was leavened”

4“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man found and reburied; then in his joy he
goes and sells all that he has and buys that field.

45“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls; * on finding one pearl of great
value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it.

47“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and caught fish of every kind;



“when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put the good into baskets but threw out the bad. *° So it
will be at the end of the age. The angels will come out and separate the evil from the righteous *° and throw
them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.

>T"Have you understood all this?” They answered, “Yes.” °> And he said to them, “Therefore every scribe who has
become a disciple in the kingdom of heaven is like the master of a household who brings out of his treasure
what is new and what is old”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Sermon

Children’s Sermon
Anthem

Apostles’ Creed

| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth, | believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our
Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
died and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is
seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. | believe in the Holy
Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession
Trusting in God'’s steadfast love for all God has made, let us pray for the church, the world, and all of creation.
A brief silence.

God our wisdom and our song, we pray for bishops, candidacy committees, those preparing for seminary,
those awaiting call as deacons or pastors, and all who seek to lead your disciples in any way.

God of grace, hear our prayer.

God our breath and our heartbeat, help us to recognize signs of your presence among us. Protect and
support diverse ecosystems, from national parks to family farms, from ranches to wild places.

God of grace, hear our prayer..

God our peace and our guide, help civic leaders hear all their peoples’ stories with compassion and curiosity,
and remind us of your love from which we can never be separated.

God of grace, hear our prayer.

God our intercessor and our lawgiver, dismantle the barriers to care and recognition of all who live with
chronic illness, mobility struggles, pain, and uncertainty. (We pray especially for . . .)

God of grace, hear our prayer.

God our redeemer, may we trust your love above and beyond all else that distracts, annoys, frightens,
exhausts, or divides us.

God of grace, hear our prayer.

We pray for peace throughout the world: in our nation, Ukraine, Israel, Gaza, Lebanon, Sudan, and all
war-torn areas. We pray for our military and their families.

God of grace, hear our prayer.

God who seeks, finds, and saves, for our community’s part in the ongoing gift of creation, and for the riches
of faith and hope which came before, we give you thanks.

God of grace, hear our prayer.

Grateful for your abundant provision and trusting in your goodness, we cast all our cares upon you, through
the abundant grace of Christ Jesus. Amen.



Sharing of the Peace
Offering

Great Thanksgiving p. 152

P. The Lord be with you.

C. And also with you.

P. Lift up your hearts.

C. We lift them to the Lord.

P. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C. Itisright to give our thanks and praise.

Preface p.153

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,

heav’n and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.

Hosanna in the highest.

Words of Institution
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. p. 153

Lord’s Prayer
Let us pray:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against
us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

Communion p. 154

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: grant us peace, grant us peace.

Distribution of Holy Communion

Communion Hymns: Just A Closer Walk (#697)
Blessed Are They (#728)
Let Us Break Bread Together (#471

Prayer after Communion

Blessing

Sending Hymn: This Little Light Of Mine (#677)
Dismissal

Postlude

ALTAR FLOWERS DEDICATION FOR SUNDAY, JULY 26t
Dedicated to son John Richard Muller Il for his birthday by John Muller.




CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Sunday 10:00 am Sunday Morning Worship Service (Summer)

After Worship Service Coffee Hour continues through the summer

After Worship Service  Summer Sundays (casual youth activities) thru Sept. 6th)

11:30am Band Rehearsal
Wednesday 7:00 pm Band Rehearsal
Ongoing Shelf Stable Milk Collection
Diaper Collection for Pantry, Holy Communion, Berlin

Saturday, August 8th 11:30am Community Luncheon in the Ed. Building

Monday, August 10th
Tuesday, August 11th
Wednesday, August 19th

Sunday, September 13th

7:00 pm Council Meeting in the Parish House
7:00 pm Bible Study in the Parish House
7:00 pm Grief Gathering in the Parish House Tea Room

12:00 pm Trip to Edelman Planetarium at Rowan University

Please note: All activities, dates and times are subject to change.

PRAYER LIST

Please keep the following in your prayers for healing:

Jen Bailey Marie Lentine Douglas Quincy Jones Bill Murray Eric Sprengel

Krystal Booras Tracey Drew Ed Kagen Renate Murray Bill Steel

Michael Botti Indie Fisher Tracey Kelly Erica Polito Carol Taylor

Brian Byrnes Stephanie Friant Carl Knopp Samantha Reed Henry Tesone
Meadow Cantoral Rhea Fryor Deb Kuhn Kimberly Rickert Bill Todt

Randy Cantoral Ashley Fuhrman Donna Leek Ashley Rosser George Vaneman, Sr.
Debbie Capasso Bob Garner Doug Levandowski  Dorcas Schellhas George Van Wagner
Janet Cappuccio Angela Guedes Tim McCarthy Jean Schlotz Beverly Warming
Joe Condoli Stan Harmer Joanne McVelli Finn Schureman Mary White

Sandra DeRitis Michelle Walk Hewitt Melanie Miles Gladys Sheppard Helen Yezusko
Helen Dominic Valerie Hoffmann Kent Montford Meilani Showell Bob Zielsdorf

Frank Donovan Makenzie Jack Sue Murphy Frank Siderio lll

Please notify the office if you want to add or remove a person from this list.

Altar Flowers are available for dedication for $30. Please fill out the envelope located in the pew rack at least one week

ALTAR FLOWER DEDICATION

before you wish to dedicate the flowers. The card may be placed in the offering plate or left in the office. Please be
sure to note the date on the white board in the Narthex. Please leave payment in the Church Office.

WORSHIP BULLETIN DEDICATION

Dedicated by Henry and Marie Fickenscher in memory of and in honor of their loved ones,

O- OFFERS
a : F . FORGIVENESS

~~_ F.fOR
&  E [VERYONE
E . EVERYWHERE

GOOD NEWS!

COFFEE HOUR will continue through the summer!

Join us for food, beverages and fellowship
every Sunday after the Worship Service!




Every Sunday from May 17" to September 13t" A
# after the Worship Service in the Ed. Building.

Bible verse theme every Sunday with
crafts and outdoor games.

Please come and join the fun!

TH Saturday, August 8"
COMMUNITY ™amnte 20
U LUNCHEON. N A—

Monday, August 10t

NG 7:00 pm in the Parish House

Tuesday, August 11t
Zpm in the
Parish House

GRIEF GATHERING
Wednesday, August 19"

7:00 pm in the Parish House Tea Room
AU Are Welcome!

On Sunday, Sept. 13 @ 12 pm Edelman
St. John’s Church will visit the Planetarium
Worlds Beyond Earth (grade 6 to adult) o Rowan dnversiy
Cost: $10 per person

Sign up by August |6 (registration sheet in the narthex)

Pay by August 30 (see Andrea)

SR LYY A0 created the heavens and the earth.” — Genesis 1:1 j




Let Us Go Now to the Banquet
Vamos todos al banquete

Refrain / Estribillo
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Text: Guillermo Cuéllar, b. 1955, Misa popular salvadoreiia; tr. Bret Hesla, b. 1957,and

2 Dios invita_a todos los pobres
a_esta mesa comiun por la fe,
donde no_hay acaparadores
y.a nadie le falta_el conqué. Estribillo

William Dexheimer Pharris, b. 1956
Music: Guillermo Cuéllar, b. 1955

Text and music © 1988, 1996 GIA Publications, Inc.

3 Dios nos manda_a_hacer de_este mundo
una mesa donde_haya_igualdad,
trabajando_y luchando juntos,

compartiendo la propiedad. Estribillo

VAMOS TODOS AL BANQUETE
99 98 and refrain
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Just a Closer Walk with Thee
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Refrain Just a clos-er walk with thee,

11 am weak but thou art strong:
2 Through this world of toil
3 When

grant it, Je - sus, is my plea;

Je - sus, keep me from all wrong;
and snares, if I fal-ter, Lord, who cares?
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Text: North American traditional
Music: North American traditional

CLOSER WALK
Irregular



Blest Are They

Leader or All
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1 Blest are they, the  poor in spir - it; theirs is  the

2 Blest are they, the low - ly ones;. . . they shall in -

3 Blest are they. .. .. who show mer - cy; mer - cy

4 Blest are they. .. .. who seek  peace; . . they are the

5 Blest are you who suf - fer hate, . . . all. .. Dbe -
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king-dom  of God. Blest are they,
her - it the earth. Blest are they who
shall be theirs. Blest are they, the
chil - dren  of God. Blest are  they who
cause . . . of me. Re - joice, be glad,
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full of  sor - row; they shall  be con - soled.
hun - ger and thirst; they shall have their fill.
pure of  heart; they. . . . .. shall see  God.
suf - fer in  faith; the glo-ry of God is theirs.
yours is the king-dom; shine for  all to see.
Refrain
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Bless - ed are you, ho - ly are you!
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Re - joice and  be glad!
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Yours is  the king-dom of God!

Text: David Haas, b. 1957 BLEST ARE THEY

Music: David Haas Irregular

Text and music € 1985 GIA Publications, Inc.




Let Us Break Bread Together
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1 Let us break bread to - geth-er on our knees;
2 Let wus drink wine to - geth-er on our knees;
3 Let us praise God to - geth-er on our knees;
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let wus break bread to - geth-er on our knees.
let wus drink wine to - geth-er on our knees.
let us praise God to - geth-er on our knees.
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When 1 fall on my knees, with my face to the ris - ing

S,

Text: African American spiritual

Music: African American spiritual
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BREAK BREAD TOGETHER
10 10 and refrain



This Little Light of Mine
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1 This lit - tle light of  mine, I'm goin’-a let it shine;
2 Ev-’ry - where I go, I’'m goin’-a let it shine;
3 Je - sus gave it to me, I'm goin’-a let it shine;
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this lit - tle light of mine, I’m goin’-a let it shine;
ev - 'ty - where I go, I'm goin’-a let it shine;
Je - sus gave it to me, I’'m goin’-a let it shine;
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this lit - tle light of mine, I'm goin’-a let it shine,
ev - ry - where I go, I'm goin’-a let it shine,
Je - sus gave it to me, I’'m goin’-a let it shine,
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let it shine, let it shine, let it shine
let it shine, let it shine, let it shine
let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.
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Text: African American spiritual THIS JOY
Music: African American spiritual; arr. Horace Clarence Boyer, b. 1935 Irregular

Arr. © Horace Clarence Boyer



SAVE TIME.. . no need for checks or envelopes

ELCA-Endorsed Tithe.ly giving platform enables you to tithe online or using the app.

« From your checking account or using your debit/credit card

+ One-time donation or set up for recurring giving

- Designate specific ministry for your donation

« Scan the QR code to get started

- For assistance or questions, contact Tom Schofield or Henry Fickenscher

Holy Communion Lutheran Church of Berlin Baby Pantry need:
BABY DIAPERS

(especially larger sizes)
Collection is in the Narthex.

Please helpus...
Donate Shelf Stable Milk for
Our Lady of Peace Food Bank.

Donations in the form of cash or check will also be welcome.

LONGER SHELF
LIFE

ST.JOHN EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
1002 S. Main Street Williamstown, NJ 08094

Pastor: The Rev. Tammy Harmer
Phone Number: 1-856-875-8742 . Email: stjohnslutheran1002@yahoo.com

Website: www.stjohnselc1002.o0rg

ST. JOHN’S STAFF
Deacons: Betsey Eley/Ken Weaver Head Usher: Ted Adams
Treasurer: Henry Fickenscher Sexton: Betsey Eley
Music Director/Choirmaster: Janice Smith Webmaster: Tom Schofield

Instrumental Music Director: Ken Weaver Publications Director: Marie Fickenscher




