Welcome to Worship!

Gathering as a people of God since 1904

FIRST LUTHERAN - ELCA
THE CHURCH OF THE HOLY SPIRIT
916 Main St. Williston, ND 58801
701-572-6363 www.flcwilliston.com
On Facebook @ First Lutheran Church — Williston, ND
SHARING GOD’S LOVE
Sunday, July 26"
9'h Sunday after Pentecost

9:30 a.m. WORSHIP
Pastor Stephen Hilding
WELCOME VISITORS.
IF YOU ARE SEEKING A NEW CHURCH HOME,
PLEASE CONSIDER FIRST LUTHERAN
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PRELUDE

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
Please welcome Springbrook Bible Camp Staff
as they lead the first two songs morning.

GATHERING SONG

Radical God

Chugga chugga chugga chugga clap clap roll! (repeat)
Don't you know he's a radical God?
(2x's)

His name is peace! (peace) His name is love! (love)
And He's sent from heaven above.
In case you haven't heard the word, He's a radical God! (back to chugga or the rap)
"rap" (just repeat each line after the "rapper")

Let me tell you, let me tell you, let me tell you why. He's a radical God; He's a radical guy.
He made the earth and the seas and the stars in the sky. And He came to be a man and He
came to die.
But he couldn't stay dead 'cause he wouldn't stay dead that's why, that's why
Let's all applaud.
He's a radical guy, He's a radical God!
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

(P) Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God,
whose compassion endures forever.
Amen.

(P) Let us confess our sin to God.

Silence is kept for reflection.

(P) Compassionate God,

we confess to you all our sins.

Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves.
In your mercy, call us back to you.

Your yoke is easy and your burden is light.
Restore us to dwell in your peace.

In Christ’s name we pray,

Amen.

(P) Jesus says, “Come to me,

all you who are weary

and are carrying heavy burdens,
and I will give you rest.”

In the name of God,

Father, -+ Son, and Holy Spirit,
your sins are forgiven.

Rest in God’s love.

Amen.

GREETING

[P) The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.
All: And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
(P) Let us pray:

Beloved and sovereign God, through the death and resurrection of your Son you bring us
into your kingdom of justice and mercy. By your Spirit, give us your wisdom, that we

may treasure the life that comes from Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

The assembly is seated.
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CHILDREN’S SERMON Pastor Stephen Hilding
The assembly is seated

FIRST READING 1 KINGS 3:5-12

Because Solomon did not ask for long life, riches, or the defeat of his enemies, God gave
him what he asked for: wisdom to govern the people well.

7 At Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon in a dream by night, and God said, “Ask what
I should give you.” © And Solomon said, “You have shown great and steadfast love to
your servant my father David because he walked before you in faithfulness, in righteous-
ness, and in uprightness of heart toward you, and you have kept for him this great and
steadfast love and have given him a son to sit on his throne today. " And now,

O LorD my God, you have made your servant king in place of my father David, although
I am only a little child; I do not know how to go out or come in. * And your servant is in
the midst of the people whom you have chosen, a great people so numerous they cannot
be numbered or counted. ’ Give your servant, therefore, an understanding mind to govern
your people, able to discern between good and evil, for who can govern this great people
of yours?”

'Vt pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. '' God said to him, “Because you
have asked this and have not asked for yourself long life or riches or for the life of your
enemies but have asked for yourself understanding to discern what is right, ' I now do
according to your word. Indeed, I give you a wise and discerning mind; no one like you
has been before you, and no one like you shall arise after you.”

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING ROMANS 8:26-39

These words celebrate the depth of God’s actions for us. Through Christ’s death for us
and the activity of the Spirit praying for us, we are fused to God’s love poured out in Je-
sus Christ. Nothing, not even death itself, is able to separate us from such incredible di-
vine love.

’° The Spirit helps us in our weakness, for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but
that very Spirit intercedes with groanings too deep for words. *’ And God, who searches
hearts, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints
according to the will of God.
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S We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who are
called according to his purpose. *’ For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be
conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn within a large
family. "’ And those whom he predestined he also called, and those whom he called he
also justified, and those whom he justified he also glorified.

I 'What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against
us? ** He who did not withhold his own Son but gave him up for all of us, how will he not
with him also give us everything else? ** Who will bring any charge against God’s elect?
It is God who justifies. ** Who is to condemn? It is Christ who died, or rather, who was
raised, who is also at the right hand of God, who also intercedes for us. ** Who will sepa-
rate us from the love of Christ? Will affliction or distress or persecution or famine or na-
kedness or peril or sword? *° As it is written,

“For your sake we are being killed all day long;

we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.”

*"No, in all these things we are more than victorious through him who loved us. ** For I
am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor
things to come, nor powers, *’ nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation will
be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Please stand to welcome the Gospel.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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THE HOLY GOSPEL OF ST MATTHEW MATTHEW 13:31-33, 44-52

Throughout Matthew’s gospel, Jesus and his disciples proclaim the good news that “the
kingdom of heaven is near!” Here, Jesus offers several brief parables that explore the
implications of this announcement for people’s lives.

I [Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a mus-
tard seed that someone took and sowed in his field;*” it is the smallest of all the seeds, but
when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the
air come and make nests in its branches.”

" He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman
took and mixed in with three measures of flour until all of it was leavened.”

**“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man found and
reburied; then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field.

9 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls; *° on find-
ing one pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it.

*7«Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and caught
fish of every kind; ** when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put the good
into baskets but threw out the bad. *’ So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will
come out and separate the evil from the righteous " and throw them into the furnace of
fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.

°I “Have you understood all this?” They answered, “Yes.” > And he said to them,

“Therefore every scribe who has become a disciple in the kingdom of heaven is like the
master of a household who brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old.”

[P) The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

MEDITATION Pastor Stephen Hilding

Please stand.
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SERMON SONG

Humble/Awesome God
Humble Thyself in the sight of the Lord. (echo)

Humble Thyself in the sight of the Lord. (echo)
And He (echo)

Shall Lift (echo)
All: You Up, Higher and Higher
And He (echo)
Shall Lift (echo)

All: You up, up into heaven
And He

Shall Lift (echo)
All: You Up
Our God is an awesome God
He reigns from heaven above

With wisdom, pow'r and love
Our God is an awesome God
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Trusting in God’s steadfast love for all God has made, let us pray for the church, the
world, and all of creation.

A brief silence.

God our wisdom and our song, we pray for bishops, candidacy committees, those pre-
paring for seminary, those awaiting call as deacons or pastors, and all who seek to lead
your disciples in any way. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

God our breath and our heartbeat, help us to recognize signs of your presence among
us. Protect and support diverse ecosystems, from national parks to family farms, from
ranches to wild places. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

God our peace and our guide, help civic leaders hear all their peoples’ stories with
compassion and curiosity, and remind us of your love from which we can never be sepa-
rated. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

God our intercessor and our lawgiver, dismantle the barriers to care and recognition of
all who live with chronic illness, mobility struggles, pain, and uncertainty especially for
those we name at this time... God of grace,

hear our prayer.

God our redeemer, may we trust your love above and beyond all else that distracts,
annoys, frightens, exhausts, or divides us. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

God who seeks, finds, and saves, for our community’s part in the ongoing gift of
creation, and for the riches of faith and hope which came before, we give you thanks.
God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Grateful for your abundant provision and trusting in your goodness, we cast all our
cares upon you, through the abundant grace of Christ Jesus.

Amen.

PEACE

(A] The peace of Christ be with you always.

And also with you. Please share Christ s peace with those around you.
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OFFERTORY

PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERING

(The offering is a part of our service when God s people respond to His goodness with gifts
to support God's work in the world. Malachi 3:10 promises us that our 10% tithe of our
wealth will not go unrewarded, and we are encouraged to give offerings above the tithe.
An offering is not expected of our guests, but if you consider First Lutheran to be your
church home, know that all your gifts support ministries both locally and globally.)

OFFERING MUSIC
OFFERING Please stand.

CELEBRATION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER
The Words of Institution
THE LORDS PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.

Thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

COMMUNION DISTRUBUTION/ MUSIC

Please stand.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION - BENEDICTION
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SENDING HYMN LEW 824
This Is My Father’s World
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though the wrong seems oft so strong,God is the rul - er yet.
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This 1s my Fa-ther's world; he shines in all that’s fair ~ In the
This is my Fa-ther’s world, why should my heart be sad? The
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rocks and trees, of skies and seas; his hand the won-ders wrought.
rus - tling grass | hear him pass; he speaks to me ev-ry-where.
Lord is king, let heav-en ring; God reigns, let earth be  glad!

Text: Maltbie D. Babcock. 1858-1901
Music: TERRA PATRIS, Franklin L. Sheppard, 1852-1930), adapt.
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DISMISSAL

[P) Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!
Thanks be to God.

Remember our Mission:
“The Mission of FLC is

To share God’s Love by Engaging, Inspiring and Renewing.”

From SundaysandSeasons.com. Copyright 2019 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #21965.

Scripture Readings New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of
the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used with permission. All rights reserved.

CROSS TALK

You are welcome to experience God’s love here at First Lutheran, where our lives are
changed by the promises God has made to us through Jesus Christ. We pray that the Holy
Spirit will profoundly engage you as we worship our Lord, together!

Hearing transmitters are available at the Main Street entry. If you need assistance, ask
one of the ushers or greeters. Please return the transmitter after worship.

If you are interested in electronic giving, please contact the church’s Financial Admin,
Randi Jangula, at 572-6363 or office@flcwilliston.com.

Help us help you! If you or a family member is hospitalized or homebound and need a
visit, please contact the church office. We have no way of knowing unless you speak up.

Restroom locations - Downstairs at church entrance, in north & south hallways to
Fellowship Hall. A handicapped facility is near the door to the big kitchen.

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

The Council of First Lutheran has graciously granted me time to regenerate and see family.
You may not be aware that I have not taken a vacation of more than 2 or 3 days since Eric
passed away. I have also not seen my family since his celebration of life. So, in order to
reenergize for the busy Fall we have planned I am taking a 4-week sabbatical from July 19
through August 15. I will be working with staft to make sure the ministry continues while I
am gone.

Blessings,

Deacon Lynea
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Pastor Stephen Hilding

Deacon Lynea Geinert
Music & Worship Coordinator Meriel Lora
Our Saviors Cindy Gardner
Sound Tech Zach Myhrer
Greeter Sandy Winter
Ushers Lorri Slocum, Dave Mischke
Reader Arnie Siverson
Communion Servers Diane Hagen, Beverly Conway
Coffee Hour

Memberchin

Interested in Membership at
First Lutheran?

Are you curious about becoming a member of First Lutheran Church or learning more
about our faith, mission, and community? We would love to talk with you! Whether you
are new to First Lutheran, returning after time away, or simply exploring what
membership means, we welcome your questions and interest.

New Membership Classes will be held this fall. Watch for more information soon!
Please contact the church office to learn more about upcoming membership
opportunities and next steps.

s Phone 701-572-6363 1

We look forward to getting to know you and walking together in faith.
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THIS WEEK AT FLC

Sunday, July 26

9:30 am Worship Service -S

10:30 am Coffee Hour — FH

1:15 pm Private Service - CH
2:30-4:30 pm — P

Domagala 50™ Anniversary Reception
4:00 VBS Volunteer Training - CH
5:00 pm VBS Volunteer Meal - FH
Monday, July 27

8:30 am Pastors/Lay Text Study
9:00 am — 3 pm VBS

1:00 -3:00 pm Adult Quilting — QR
Tuesday, July 28

7 am Men’s Bible Study Gramma Sharon’s
9:00 am — 3 pm VBS

NO Staff Meeting

6:30 pm Private Meeting - P
Wednesday, July 29

9:00 am — 3 pm VBS

NO -Women’s Bible Study P
Thursday, July 30

9:00 am — 3 pm VBS

10 am - Coffee Group - Offsite
1:00-3:00 pm Adult Quilting - QR
NO- Pray, Knit, Chat - P

Friday, July 31

Saturday, August 1

Sunday, August 2

9:30 am Worship Service -S

10:30 am Coffee Hour — FH

Don’t forget our Radio
Broadcast’s
in honor or memory of
your loved ones!!!
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Prayer for healing and comfort:
Pastor Zach Harris, Jean Lewis, Doug
Lehman, Darin Swensrud,
LePriel White, David Nelson,
Ron Raymond, and Sawyer Smith

Sympathy and Pravers:

Military Service Members
Isaac Haugen, Lars Conway, Cecilio Benn

Prayer List Updates?
Please look at the prayer list.
Those listed on the Prayer list will

remain there for a period of four (4)
weeks unless a request is received to be
removed earlier. More info?

Call 701-572-6363

Week of
July 19 — July 24

o  Weekly Offering $ 8,675

o Last week 98 DISCIPLES were sent
out in God’s name to make a difference.
We go out to do the same
this week.

NO WOMENS
BIBLE STUDY
Wed July 29




STEWARDSHIP Upcoming Events

It’s all about gratitude. Sundav. Julv 26
It’s all about giving back unday., July

It’s all about God.

Direct — Cash or check donation
into the plate, always welcome!
Online — Make a donation on
our website:
www.flewilliston.com

1:15 pm Private Service - Chapel

2:30 to 4:30 pm - Domagala 50™
Wedding Anniversary - P

4 pm VBS Volunteer Training Chapel
5 pm VBS Volunteer Meal - FH
Monday, July 27 - Thursday, July 30

Text to Donate — Make a donation via Vacation Bible School — 9 am - 3pm
Text message. Wednesday, July 29
Simply text the word “Give” to NO WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY
833-934-3039 Thursday, July 30
Click on the link in the response Thursday morning coffee - Offsite
and follow the prompts to NO PRAY KNIT CHAT
complete your donation! NEW MEMBER CLASS
Date to be Determined
ﬂ Sunday School/Wednesday School
mmW Tithe.ly Church App — Volunteer Teacher Training —
Search “Tithe.ly Church App” in your Date to Be Determined
phone App Store or Google Play. NEW MEMBER CLASS
Simply download and find Date to be Determined
First Lutheran Church, Williston ND Rally Sunday - September 13
Click on the Give button. More info coming soon!
First Lutheran Church Rally Wednesday - September 16
916 Main Street Wednesday School and

Williston, ND 58801 Parent/Youth Confirmation Orientation

Sunday, September 20

The Gospel Choir Group is First Day of Sunday School

holding practice. Wednesday, September 23

All are welcome! First Day of Wed Meal, Wed Worship,
Contact Karla Osborn at Wed School and Confirmation Classes
(701) 570-3987 for more NEW — REVISED FORMAT

Your New Wednesday Night Routine
5:30 PM — Community Meal:

6:00 PM — Worship Service:

6:50 PM — Renewed Confirmation &
Children’s Church

7:30 PM — Youth Group

information.

On the 2™ Sunday of each month
the Gospel Choir practices in the
parlor before the 9:30 am Worship
Service.

On the 3rd Sunday of each month,
the Gospel Choir sings in church.
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%ou we Jnvited!

Please join us for an Open House on Sunday,
July 26th, honoring Allen and Lavina on their
50th Wedding Anniversary. The celebration
will be held at First Lutheran Church in the
Parlor. Coffee and dessert will be served.
Please no gifts.

Allen and Lavina Domagala
50th Anniversary
Open House - Sunday, July 26"
2:30 pm - 4:30 pm
First Lutheran Church Parlor
916 Main St, Williston

First Lutheran Church Williston
Vacation Bible School — This Week Monday - Thursday

Vacation Bible School at First Lutheran Williston
brings the joy of summer camp into your community

in partnership with Springbrook Bible Camp (SBQ)!

Monday - Thursday from 9am-3pm
Vacation Bible School involves traditional aspects
of camp with worship, Bible study, games, crafts, music,
and more for 1st-6th grade entering in school year 26-27.
Location: First Lutheran Church - 916 Main Williston, ND
Sign up online and reach out to SBC with questions!
WWW.SPRINGBROOKBIBLECAMP.ORG

SIGN UP
INSTRUCTIONS

WWW.SPRINGBROOKBIBLECAMP.ORG
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Join Us This Fall For
Rally Week
RALLY SUNDAY SEPTEMBER - 13 RALLY WEDNESDAY SEPTEMBER - 16

There Is a Place for You Here
At First Lutheran Church, we believe God calls people of every age into a life of
faith, growth, service, and belonging. Whether you are returning after a busy
summer, exploring church for the first time, raising young children, navigating the
teenage years, or seeking deeper connections and purpose,
there is a place for you here.

Our mission is simple:
“To share God's love by engaging, inspiring, and renewing.”
At the heart of everything we do is God's promise made to us in baptism. Claimed
by grace and gathered into Christ's family, we are invited to grow as disciples
throughout our lives. Faith is not something we achieve on our own; it is God's
gift, nurtured through worship, Scripture, prayer, service, and relationships with
one another.

That faith grows when we gather around God's Word and Sacraments, share
meals together, learn across generations, and serve our neighbors near and far. It
grows through ordinary moments—praying together, singing together, asking
questions, sharing stories, and walking alongside one another
In every season of life.

Join us for worship each Sunday at 9:30 a.m. with Sunday School for children.
We're also excited to launch our new Wednesday Evening Faith Formation
Ministry, featuring a community meal, Wednesday School, Confirmation, Youth
Group, and an interactive Worship Service at 6:00 p.m. designed for all ages.

Meet new friends. Grow in faith. Discover new ways to serve.

No matter your age or stage of life, there is a place for you at Christ's table.
Together, we seek to be a church that gathers around God's gifts, grows in faith,
and is sent into the world to share Christ's love. Rooted in grace, connected
through community, and inspired by the Holy Spirit,
we invite you to join us on the journey.

Come and see.

Come and belong.

Come and grow.

Welcome home.
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Rally Wednesday September 16

We are looking forward to the Fall season as we implement our brand-new
Wednesday evening schedule! This exciting mid-week lineup is designed to bring
us closer together through food, fellowship, inspiring worship, and a completely
renewed Confirmation program.

Whether you are looking to deepen your family's faith journey or simply find a
place to belong, we invite you to experience this fresh start with us.

Your New Wednesday Night Routine

e 5:30 PM - Community Meal: Gather around the table for great food and
fellowship.

o 6:00 PM - Worship Service: Pause, praise, and center your week in God's
presence.

e 6:50 PM —Confirmation & Children’s Church: An exciting opportunity
to learn, grow, and build real community.

e 7:30 PM - Youth Group: A fun, welcoming environment for our teenagers
to connect.

© Visit Us & Connect
o Location: 916 Main Street, Williston, ND 588011
o Sundays: Don't forget our Sunday Worship at 9:30 AM, with Sunday School
at 9:45 AM and Coffee Hour at 10:30 AM!

Student Registration:

® Register here by scanning the QR Code
or complete a paper copy of the registration form.
Paper Copies are available at the welcome table




FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH

WILLEESTHN, NORTH DAKOTA

E I E GROWING
IN FAITH.

o SERVING
TOGETHER.

~ FALL PROGRAMMING

{5
Ko7

SUNDAY SCHOOL WEDNESDAY SCHOOL | WEDNESDAY NIGHT WEDNESDAY NIGHT CONFIRMATION
TEACHERS TEACHERS COMMUNITY MEALS WORSHIP

SHARE YOUR GIFTS. MAKE A DIFFERENCE. BE THE CHURCH.

Watch ﬂ?f‘ .s:tg-;fz.—a.p opporlunilies coming soon!

S FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH
%J WILLISTON, NORTH DAKOTA

Website Redesign Survey

We're redesigning the First Lutheran Church website to better serve our congregation and
welcome visitors. Your feedback will help us create a website that reflects our church and
supports our ministry.

Scan the QR Code or Complete a Paper Survey located on Page 17-18 of

this bulletin

Additional forms are available in the Narthex and at the Reception Desk.
Thank you for sharing your thoughts!

Your voice matters as we build a better online presence for
First Lutheran Church.



First Lutheran Church Website Redesign Survey

We're redesigning the First Lutheran Church website to better serve members, welcome
visitors, and share what makes our church special. Your feedback will help guide the new
site.

1. Which best describes you? (Select all that apply.)
[ Regular Attendee [ Member [ Volunteer [1 Ministry Leader
O Staff Member [ Church Council Member [ Parent [ Student

2. How long have you attended First Lutheran?
[ Less than 6 months [1 6 months-2 years [13-10 years [1 More than 10 years

3. What type of photos/videos would you prefer on the website?
L] Mostly authentic member photos/videos

L1 Mostly professionally produced photos/videos

00 A mix of both

4. Which photos/videos best represent First Lutheran? (Choose 3.)
0 Worship O Families [ Children I Fellowship L1 Volunteers [1 Meals
0] Outdoor Activities L1 Music Groups [ Baptisms [ Confirmation [ Historic Photos

5. What makes First Lutheran different from other Churches

6. What three words or short phrases best describe First Lutheran?
1. 2.

3.

7. What traditions, ministries, or events best represent the heart of First Lutheran?
(List up to 3.)
1. 2.

3.

8. After visiting the website, what should a first-time visitor Know, Feel, and Want to
do next?
Know:

Feel:

Do Next:
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9. Which five things are most important for the website to help you do?

O Find service times [0 Watch worship services [ Read /watch Sermons I View events
L] Read Newsletters [ Give online [ Find ministries [1 Volunteer

L1 Submit prayer requests L1 Contact staff [1 Learn about the church [ Sign up for events
[ Join a group U Find Livestream [1 Other

10. If someone attended First Lutheran for six months, what would you hope they
would say about the church

11. What pages or information do you use most often or would use on the website?

12. Which five items should appear first on the homepage?
[ Service Times [1 Watch Lives stream [1 Upcoming Events [1 About Us [ Get Connected
O Give 0 Prayer Request [1 Newsletter [1 Ministries [1 Contact Info

13. What questions or concerns might a first-time visitor have?

14. What information should a first-time visitor never have to call the church office to
find?

15. What information is currently difficult to find on the website?

16. Imagine it is three years from now and the website has been a success.
What happened?

Thank you for helping shape the future website of First Lutheran Church. Please
return this survey to Pastor Stephen, Beckie, or Zach.
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