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WELCOME TO ST. STEPHEN'S!

A nursery is provided for children through age 4 for both worship services and for infants and
toddlers during Sunday School. The nursery is located at the end of the hall on the right side.

Children’s bags can be found in the “Kid’s Corner” of the narthex.
Restroom facilities are located down the hall on the left side.

First Aid, Emergency Equipment, and a wheelchair are located down the hall on the right by
the stairwell.

If for any reason you must leave the sanctuary, the service is live streamed in the Agape
Sunday School classroom. Any usher will be glad to direct you.

Sunday school classes are provided for 2 year olds through adults.

Listening devices and larger print bulletins are located in the narthex.
Ushers are also available to assist you.

If you are a visitor feel free to sign-in using the QR code. Here’s how it works:
Point your camera at the image, tap the link that appears on your screen, and
share whatever information you desire. Thank you! Hope to see you again soon!

Dfecakzi s

GREETING, ANNOUNCEMENTS, AND PEACE
PRELUDE “God Whose Giving Knows No Ending” Wilbur Held
(We Stand)

BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, full of compassion and
mercy, abounding in steadfast love.

Amen.

Trusting God’s promise of forgiveness, let us confess our sin against God and one another.

Eternal God our creator,

in you we live and move and have our being. Look upon us, your children, the work of
your hands. Forgive us all our offenses, and cleanse us from proud thoughts and empty
desires. By your grace draw us near to you, our refuge and our strength; through Jesus
Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. God’s
love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit given to us. In the mercy of
almighty God, Christ died for us while we still were sinners; and for his sake, God + forgives you
all your sins.

Amen.




GATHERING HYMN “Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty” ELW 533
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1 O - pen now thy gates of beau-ty, Zi - on, let me en - ter there,
2 Gra-cious God, I come be - fore thee; come thou al - so un - to me;
3 Here thy praise is glad - ly chant-ed, here thy seed is du - ly sown;
4 Thou my faith in-crease and quick-en, let me keep thy gift di- vine;
5 Speak,O God, and I will hear thee, let thy will be done in-deed;
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where my soul in joy - ful du -ty waits for God who an - swers prayer.
where we find thee and a - dore thee, there a heav’'n on earth must be.
let my soul, where it is plant-ed, bring forth pre - cious sheaves a - lone,

how - so-e’er temp -ta - tions thick-en, may thy word still o’er me shine
may I un - dis-turbed draw near thee while thou dost thy peo - ple [eed.
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Oh, how bless-ed 1S this place, filled with so - lace, light, and grace!
To my heart,oh, en - ter thou, Ilet it be thy tem -ple now!
so that all I hear may be  fruit - ful un - to life in me.

as my guid-ing star through life, as my com-fort in all strife.
Here of life the foun -tain flows; here is balm for all our woes.
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GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you always.

And also with you.



CANTICLE OF PRAISE

N Assisting minister
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Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God’s peo -ple on earth.
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Lord God, heav - en-ly King,al-might-y God and Fa - ther,
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we wor-ship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glo -ry.
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Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther, Lord God, Lamb of God,
0
[ —— — i i I n I \ . —]
I I p— I - IS f ) —
] o 7 N S e e ]
) ~ = & L
you take a-way the sin of the world: have mer - cy on us;
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you arc scat-cd at the right hand of the Fa - ther: re - cecive our  praycr.
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For you a - lone are the Ho -1ly Ome, you a-lone are the Lord,
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you a - lone are the Most High, Je-sus Christ, with the Ho -1y Spir - it,
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in the glo - ry of God the Fa - ther. A - men.

THE SALUTATION

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
(We Sit)
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FIRST READING 1 Kings 3:5-12

°At Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon in a dream by night; and God said, “Ask what |
should give you.” ®And Solomon said, “You have shown great and steadfast love to your servant
my father David, because he walked before you in faithfulness, in righteousness, and in
uprlghtness of heart toward you; and you have kept for him this great and steadfast love, and
have given him a son to sit on his throne today. “And now, O LoRD my God, you have made
your servant King in place of my father David, although | am only a little child; | do not know how
to go out or come in. ®And your servant is in the midst of the people whom you have chosen, a
great people, so numerous they cannot be numbered or counted. °Give your servant therefore
an understanding mind to govern your people, able to discern between good and evil; for who
can govern this your great people?” "It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. "'God
said to him, “Because you have asked this, and have not asked for yourself long life or riches, or
for the life of your enemies, but have asked for yourself understandmg to discern what is right,

2| now do according to your word. Indeed | give you a wise and d|scern|ng mind; no one like
you has been before you and no one like you shall arise after you.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psalm 119:129-136
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When your word is o - pened, it  gives
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light and wun - der - stand - ing.

'2%Your de- | crees are wonderful;
therefore | obey them with | all my heart.
*%When your word is opened | it gives light;
it gives understanding | to the simple.
37| open my | mouth and pant
because I long for | your commandments.
*2Turn to me and be gra- | cious to me,
as you always do to those who | love your name. R
330rder my footsteps | in your word;
Iet no iniquity have dominion | over me.
*Rescue me from those | who oppress me,
and | will keep | your commandments.
3% et your face shine up- | on your servant
and teach | me your statutes.
®My eyes shed | streams of tears,
because people do not | keep your teaching. R



SECOND READING Romans 8:26-39

%The Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but that
very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words. 2’ And God, who searches the heart, knows
what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of
God. ?We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who are called
according to his purpose. *°For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed
to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn within a large family. **And those
whom he predestined he also called; and those whom he called he also justified; and those
whom he justified he also glorified. *'What then are we to say about these things? If God is for
us, who is against us? **He who did not withhold his own Son, but gave him up for all of us, will
he not with him also give us everything else? %3Who will bring any charge against God’s elect? It
is God who justifies. **Who is to condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised,
who is at the right hand of God, who indeed intercedes for us. **Who will separate us from the
love of Christ? Will hardship, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or
sword? *®As it is written, “For your sake we are being killed all day long; we are accounted as
sheep to be slaughtered.” *’No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him
who loved us. **For | am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things
present, nor things to come, nor powers, **nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all
creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

(We Stand)
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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words of e - ter - nal life. Al-le-1u - ia. Al-le -1lu - ia.
THE HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52

The holy gospel according to St. Matthew, the 13th chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

¥1[Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard
seed that someone took and sowed in his field;*it is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it
has grown it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and
make nests in its branches.” **He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like
yeast that a woman took and mixed in with three measures of flour until all of it was leavened.”
““The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which someone found and hid;
then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field. “**Again, the kingdom of
heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls; *5on finding one pearl of great value, he went
and sold all that he had and bought it. #’“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was
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thrown into the sea and caught fish of every kind; “*when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat

down, and put the good into baskets but threw out the bad. *

°So it WI|| be at the end of the age.

The angels will come out and separate the evil from the righteous ° and throw them into the

furnace of fire, where there WI|| be weeping and gnashing of teeth. °
this?” They answered, “Yes.”

"“Have you understood all
%2And he said to them, “Therefore every scribe who has been

trained for the kingdom of heaven is like the master of a household who brings out of his

treasure what is new and

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

what is old.”

(We Sit)
CHILDREN’S SERMON Pastor Jason
SERMON Pastor Jason
(We Stand)
HYMN OF THE DAY "Be Thou My Vision” ELW 793
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1 Be thou my vi - sion, O Lord of my heart;
2 Be thou my wis - dom, and thou my true word;
3 Rich-es I heed not, nor vain, emp - ty praise,
4 Light of my soul, af - ter vic - to - 1y won,
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naught be all else to me, save that thou art:
1 ev - er with thee and thou with me, Lord.
thou mine in - her - 1 - tance, now and al - ways:
may I reach heav - en’s joys, O heav - en’s Sun!
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thou my best  thought both by day and by night
Thou my soul’s  shel - ter, and thou my high tow’r,
thou and thou on - ly, the first in my heart
Heart of my own heart, what - ev - er be - fall,
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wak - ing or sleep - ing, thy pres - ence my light.
raise thou me heav’n - ward, O Pow’r of my pow’r.
great God of heav - en, my trea - sure thou art.
still be my vi - sion, O Rul - er of all.
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THE APOSTLE’S CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was
buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living
and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL
(We Sit)

OFFERING

God calls us to be generous stewards for the sake of our ministry near and far.
You can support our ministry by putting your offering in the offering plate,
mailing it to the church, giving online (sslc.org or use the QR Code) or through
the Givelify app. If you would like more details on direct deposit giving please EI
contact our Parish Administrator, Mrs. Tonya Reynolds, at (803) 359-6562.

Anthem “You Are Mine” David Haas

| will come to you in the silence. | will lift you from all your fear.
You will hear my voice. | claim you as my choice. Be still and know | am here.

I am hope for all who are hopeless. | am eyes for all who long to see.
In the shadows of the night, | will be your light. Come and rest in me.

Do not be afraid, | am with you. | have called you each by name.
Come and follow me. | will bring you home. | love you and you are mine.

| am strength for all the despairing, healing for the ones who dwell in shame.
All the blind will see. The lame will all run free, and all will know my name.

| am the word that leads all to freedom. | am the peace the world cannot give.
| will call your name, embracing all your pain. Stand up, now walk, and live!

(We Stand)
OFFERTORY ELW 854
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
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The Lord be with you And al - so with  you.
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Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
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Let us give thanks Lo the Lord our God.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

THE PREFACE
THE SANCTUS
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comes in the name of the ILord. Ho-san - na in the high - est.

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Taste and see that the Lord is good.

(We Sit)
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THE AGNUS DEI
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Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us peace.

RECEPTION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT
hrist welcomes you to this Holy Meal of the Baptized! We receive communion this morning
at the center aisle. Communion will be brought to the front rows for those who wish to
remain seated. Children who commune should be assisted by adults near them. Those unable
to partake of wine or wheaten bread are assured of our Lord's presence in, with, and under each
element alone. Gluten-free wafers are available upon request.

Communion Music “Love Lifted Me” Robert J. Powell

The Congregation is encouraged to participate in the following Communion Hymn.
The hymn can be found in the back portion of the LBW (Green) Hymnal in your pew rack.

Communion Hymn “O Living Bread from Heaven” LBW 197
(We Stand)

BLESSING OF THE COMMUNICANTS
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.

BENEDICTION

May God, whose power working in us can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine, grant
you the gifts of faith and hope, and almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now
and forever.

Amen.
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SENDING HYMN “On Our Way Rejoicing” ELW 537
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I On our way re - joic - ing glad - ly let us g0.
2 Un - to God the Fa - ther joy - ful songs we sing;
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Christ our Lord has con - quered; van - quished is  the foe.
un - to God the Sav - ior thank - ful hearts we  bring;
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on our way re joic - ing now and ev - er - more.
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hear-ken to our prais - es, O blest God of love!
DISMISSAL

Go in peace. The Spirit sends us forth to serve.

Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE

“Earth and All Stars”
11
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ALTAR FLOWERS are given to the glory of God and in honor of our wonderful church family by
Chad, Lacy, Connor, and Gracen Geary.

SERVING TODAY:
Ushers: (8:30) Reuben Eargle, Sandy Shealy, Jim Nantz, Daryl Hooker, and Rick Loging;
(11:00) Otis Rawl, G Kolb, Mike Burgess, Myra Strock, Roy Windham,
and George Mathias
Cantor: Madison LaFontan
Soloists: Madison LaFontan, Stephen Lunsford
Greeters: (8:30) Neil Brown; (11:00) Mary Sesler
Readers: (8:30) Niane Szalwinski; (11:00) Jessica Maxheimer
Communion Assistants: (8:30) Neil Brown; (11:00) Bill Cegelis
Order of St. Stephen’s: (8:30) [A] Shannon Burnett [C] Connor Fink;
(11:00) [A] Eli Maxheimer [C] Madelyn Burgess

The Church Staff Website: www.sslc.org

The Rev. Jason T. Antley The Rev. Ralph G. Hill

Mrs. Shannon Burnett, Director of Family Life ~ Mrs. Tonya Reynolds, Parish Administrator

Ms. Susan Wilson, Director of Music/Organist  Mrs. Julie Tworzyanski, Preschool Director
Mrs. Sylvia Looney, Organist Emeritus

Summer Sunday School Information:
Locations for Adult Classes

Agape Adult Class
Room #102 (Closest to Narthex)

Saints & Sinners with PJ and PR
Room #203 (Large Upstairs Room)

If you are interested in beginning
a new Sunday School class
please contact Mrs. Shannon.

If you are not receiving the weekly announcements and monthly newsletter via email
and would like to receive them, please email Shannon (Shannon@sslic.org) so she
can add you to the distribution list.

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
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