PENTECOST 9
_IL DESERT CROSS July 25-26, 2026

T LUTHERAN CHURCH

SHARING - LOVING - SERVING Sat 5pm/Sunday 9:30am Tempe/Live

Stream/Gilbert
Order of Worship

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

PRELUDE:

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS:

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS:
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,
who forgives all our sin,

whose mercy endures forever.

Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no
secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus
Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin to God.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,

by what we have done and by what we have left undone.




We have not loved you with our whole heart;

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.

For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,

so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your holy name.

Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by
his authority, | therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the
name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

PENTECOST KYRIE: (Sat 5pm & Sunday Tempe only)

ALL: Blessed be God, the source of life,
Creator of all, our hope and song.
Blessed be God, the source of love,
Holy Three and Holy One.

© Text & Music: Joni Van Rossum 2026

PRAYER OF THE DAY:

Steadfast God,

when storms rise and the way is hard, you stay with your people.

Like Paul on the sea, give us courage to trust your promise.

Hold your church together through danger, change, and fear.

Help us welcome strangers, care for the sick, and share the good news with hope;
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.



GATHERING SONG: ELW 858 Praise to the Lord, the Almighty

1 Praise to the Lord, the Almighty,

the King of creation!

O my soul, praise him,

for he is your health and salvation!

Let all who hear now to his temple draw near,
joining in glad adoration!

2 Praise to the Lord, who o'er all things

is wondrously reigning

and, as on wings of an eagle,

uplifting, sustaining.

Have you not seen all that is needful has been
sent by his gracious ordaining?

3 Praise to the Lord, who will prosper
your work and defend you;

surely his goodness and mercy

shall daily attend you.

Ponder anew what the Almighty can do
if with his love he befriend you.

4 Praise to the Lord! Oh, let all that

is in me adore him!

All that has life and breath,

come now with praises before him!

Let the amen sound from his people again.
Gladly forever adore him!

Text: Joachim Neander, 1650-1680; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt.

CHILDREN'S MESSAGE: My God Is So Big (Sunday Tempe/Gilbert)

Bridge

My God is so big so strong and so mighty
There's nothing my God cannot do

My God is so big so strong and so mighty
There's nothing my God cannot do

The mountains are His the valleys are His
The stars are His handiwork too

[ I —

| Sat 5pm Tempe: NO Children’s Message ’,
Sunday Tempe & Gilbert: Sing at all services 'ﬂ,'
|

I

My God is so big so strong and so mighty
There's nothing my God cannot do

CCLI Song # 7218753

Fiona Aghajanian | Harrison Druery | Jaywan Maxwell | Jonny Robinson | Rich
Thompson | Ruth Harms Calkin | Tiarne Tranter
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GILBERT SPECIAL MUSIC: Holy Holy Holy, Leanna lhlefeld



WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST LESSON: Isaiah 43:1-3a, 16-21
' But now thus says the LORD,
he who created you, O Jacob,
he who formed you, O Israel:
Do not fear, for | have redeemed you;
| have called you by name; you are mine.
2When you pass through the waters, | will be with you,
and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you;
when you walk through fire you shall not be burned,
and the flame shall not consume you.
3For | am the LORD your God,
the Holy One of Israel, your Savior.
1®Thus says the LORD,
who makes a way in the sea,
a path in the mighty waters,
"7 who brings out chariot and horse,
army and warrior;
they lie down; they cannot rise;
they are extinguished, quenched like a wick:
'® Do not remember the former things
or consider the things of old.
9] am about to do a new thing;
now it springs forth; do you not perceive it?
| will make a way in the wilderness
and rivers in the desert.
20The wild animals will honor me,
the jackals and the ostriches,
for | give water in the wilderness,
rivers in the desert,
to give drink to my chosen people,
2Tthe people whom | formed for myself
so that they might declare my praise.

L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.




PENTECOST GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: Alleluia, Come Holy Spirit

Refrain

Alleluia, come Holy Spirit, come,

Alleluia, we're gathered around Your throne.
Speak to Your people, ignite us with flame,
Fill us with power to speak of Your name.
Alleluia, our hearts are now Your home.

© Text & Music: Joni Van Rossum, 2025

Summer Series Preaching Text: Acts 27:21-26, 39-44; 28:1-10, 30-31

2721 Since they had been without food for a long time, Paul then stood up among them and said,
“Men, you should have listened to me and not have set sail from Crete and thereby avoided this
damage and loss. 21 urge you now to keep up your courage, for there will be no loss of life among
you, but only of the ship. 2> For last night there stood by me an angel of the God to whom | belong
and whom | worship, >*and he said, ‘Do not be afraid, Paul; you must stand before the emperor, and,
indeed, God has granted safety to all those who are sailing with you.’ 2> So keep up your courage,
men, for | have faith in God that it will be exactly as | have been told. 2 But we will have to run
aground on some island.”

391n the morning they did not recognize the land, but they noticed a bay with a beach on which
they planned to run the ship ashore, if they could. 4° So they cast off the anchors and left them in the
sea. At the same time they loosened the ropes that tied the steering-oars; then hoisting the foresail to
the wind, they made for the beach. 4 But striking a reef, they ran the ship aground; the bow stuck and
remained immovable, but the stern was being broken up by the force of the waves. 4> The soldiers’
plan was to kill the prisoners, so that none might swim away and escape; ** but the centurion, wishing
to save Paul, kept them from carrying out their plan. He ordered those who could swim to jump
overboard first and make for the land #*and the rest to follow, some on planks and others on pieces
of the ship. And so it was that all were brought safely to land.

281 After we had reached safety, we then learned that the island was called Malta. 2 The local people
showed us unusual kindness. Since it had begun to rain and was cold, they kindled a fire and
welcomed all of us around it. * Paul had gathered a bundle of brushwood and was putting it on the
fire when a viper, driven out by the heat, fastened itself on his hand. * When the local people saw the
creature hanging from his hand, they said to one another, “This man must be a murderer; though he
has escaped from the sea, Justice has not allowed him to live.” > He, however, shook off the creature
into the fire and suffered no harm. ® They were expecting him to swell up or drop dead, but after they
had waited a long time and saw that nothing unusual had happened to him, they changed their
minds and began to say that he was a god.

"Now in the vicinity of that place were lands belonging to the leading man of the island, named
Publius, who received us and entertained us hospitably for three days. 81t so happened that the father
of Publius lay sick in bed with fever and dysentery. Paul visited him and cured him by praying and



putting his hands on him. ° After this happened, the rest of the people on the island who had diseases
also came and were cured. '° They bestowed many honors on us, and when we were about to sail,

they put on board all the provisions we needed.

3% He lived there two whole years at his own expense and welcomed all who came to
him, 3" proclaiming the kingdom of God and teaching about the Lord Jesus Christ with all boldness

and without hindrance.

L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

SERMON:

“The Odyssey of Faith”
Pastor Andrea Cain
(Sunday Tempe)

“Storms Happen”
Pastor Thaddeus Book
(Sat 5pm/Gilbert)

SONG OF THE DAY: Cornerstone

Verse 1

My hope is built on nothing less
Than Jesus' blood and righteousness
| dare not trust the sweetest frame
But wholly trust in Jesus' Name
(REPEAT)

Chorus

Christ alone cornerstone

Weak made strong in the Saviour's love
Through the storm He is Lord

Lord of all

Verse 2

When darkness seems to hide His face
| rest on His unchanging grace

In every high and stormy gale

My anchor holds within the veil

My anchor holds within the veil

Verse 3

When He shall come with trumpet sound
Oh may | then in Him be found

Dressed in His righteousness alone
Faultless stand before the throne

Edward Mote, Eric Liljero, Jonas Myrin, Reuben Morgan, William Batchelder
Bradbury

CCLI Song #6158927

© 2011 Hillsong MP Songs; Hillsong Music Publishing Australia; Hillsong Music
Publishing UK

For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved.
www.ccli.com

CCLI License #1031974




APOSTLES’ CREED:
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION:
Trusting the God who holds the church through every storm, let us pray for the church,
the world, and all in need.

A brief silence.

Faithful God, your church endures because you are with us. When storms rise, give your
people courage like Paul's. Keep pastors, leaders, and congregations steady in your
promise, and help us speak the good news with hope. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

God of wisdom, guide all who lead through crisis and change. Give them calm hearts,
clear minds, and compassion for every life in their care. Lead nations and communities
toward justice, safety, and peace. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.



God of mercy, stay close to all who feel tossed by fear, grief, illness, or uncertainty.
Bring healing to the sick, comfort to the weary, and safe shelter to all in danger,
especially those we name before you now (especially...). Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

God of welcome, make this congregation like the people of Malta, ready with kindness
for strangers and care for neighbors. Teach us to share warmth, food, friendship, and
prayer wherever people need help. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

God of life, we thank you for St. Paul and for all the saints who trusted you through
danger and hardship, as we remember our loved ones. Keep us in the faith until we rest
safely in you. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting that your
church endures by your mercy and your word; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

PEACE:
May the peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

We share a word of peace with our neighbors.

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING:

The grace of Christ calls us to lives of gratitude and generosity. In Jesus Christ we are
given new life. Let us celebrate this life by giving generously to the work of God's
redeeming love.

The Hunger Jar is a love offering and is designated for Back to School supplies/socks/underwear.




You are invited to share your gifts in worship while others give electronically at www.desertcross.org
with the giving button, text giving, or by QR code. We give thanks for all the ways you support God's
mission of outreach through Desert Cross that changes lives for the sake of the gospel

OFFERING SONG: For the One

Verse 1

Let me be filled

With kindness and compassion for the one

The one for whom You loved and gave Your Son
For humanity increase my love

Chorus

Help me to love with open arms like You do

A love that erases all the lines and sees the truth
Oh that when they look in my eyes

They would see You

Even in just a smile

OFFERING PRAYER:
Loving God,

we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts.

They would feel the Father's love

Verse 2

Oh how You love us

From the homeless to the famous and in-between
You formed us You made us carefully

‘Cause in the end we're all Your children

Jenn Johnson, Paul McClure

CCLI Song #7077180
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Help us take heart in you and share freely of your love,
so that all creation can taste your abundance.

We ask this in the name of Jesus,

through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever.

Amen.

HOLY COMMUNION:

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
Holy God,

you alone are holy,

you alone are God.


http://www.desertcross.org/

The universe declares your praise:
beyond the stars; beneath the sea;
within each cell; with every breath.
We praise you, O God.

We give you thanks for your dear Son:

at the heart of human life; near to those who suffer;
beside the sinner; among the poor;

with us now.

We thank you, O God.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION:

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, gave thanks, broke

it and gave it to his disciples saying, Take and eat, this is my body, given for you. Do this

for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink saying,
this cup is the new covenant in my blood shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness

of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:

LORD’S PRAYER:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION:
This is Christ’s table. There is a place for you.
All are welcome.

10



COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION:
Come forward to receive the bread and a cup of wine/juice. Alert an usher for
communion in your seat. All are welcome.

LAMB OF GOD: ELW p.191 - Lamb of God (Setting 8)
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world; grant us peace, grant us peace, Lamb of God.

DISTRIBUTION SONG 1: ELW 471 Let Us Break Bread Together

1 Let us break bread together on our knees; 2 Let us drink wine together on our knees;

let us break bread together on our knees. let us drink wine together on our knees.
Refrain

Refrain

When | fall on my knees, 3 Let us praise God together on our knees;

with my face to the rising sun, let us praise God together on our knees.

O Lord, have mercy on me. Refrain

Text: African American spiritual

DISTRIBUTION SONG 2: Good Good Father

Verse 1 Chorus
I've heard a thousand stories You're a Good Good Father
Of what they think You're like It's who You are
But I've heard the tender whisper It's who You are
Of love in the dead of night It's who You are
You tell me that You're pleased And I'm loved by You
And that I'm never alone It's who | am
It's who | am
It's who | am

11



Verse 2

I've seen many searching for answers

Far and wide

But | know we're all searching for answers
Only You provide

Because You know just what we need
Before we say a word

Bridge

You are perfect in all of Your ways

You are perfect in all of Your ways

You are perfect in all of Your ways to us

Verse 3

Love so undeniable | can hardly speak
Peace so unexplainable | can hardly think
As You call me deeper still

As You call me deeper still

As You call me deeper still

Into love love love

Anthony Brown, Pat Barrett

CCLI Song #7036612

© 2014 Capitol CMG Paragon; Common Hymnal Digital; Housefires Sounds; Rising
Springs Music; Tony Brown Publishing Designee; Vamos Publishing;
worshiptogether.com songs

For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com
CCLI License #1031974

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING & PRAYER:
May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ

strengthen you and keep you in his grace.

Amen.

Compassionate God,
through the gifts of bread and wine

our hearts are filled with the abundance of your love.

Strengthen us that through this holy meal,

We may share your love freely, as you have shared with us.
We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever.

Amen.

SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

BENEDICTION:

Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer,
+ one God,

bless, heal, and hold you
today and always.

Amen.
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SENDING SONG: My Lighthouse (Sat 5pm & Sunday Tempe only)

Verse 1

In my wrestling and in my doubts

In my failures You won't walk out

Your great love will lead me through

You are the peace in my troubled sea whoa oh
You are the peace in my troubled sea

Verse 2

In the silence You won't let go

In the questions Your truth will hold

Your great love will lead me through

You are the peace in my troubled sea whoa oh
You are the peace in my troubled sea

Chorus

My Lighthouse my Lighthouse
Shining in the darkness

| will follow You oh

My Lighthouse my Lighthouse
| will trust the promise

You will carry me safe to shore
Safe to shore safe to shore safe to shore

Verse 3

| won't fear what tomorrow brings

With each morning I'll rise and sing

My God's love will lead me through

You are the peace in my troubled sea whoa oh
You are the peace in my troubled sea

Bridge

Fire before us

You're the brightest

You will lead us

Through the storms (hey)
(REPEAT 3X)

Chris Llewellyn, Gareth Gilkeson

CCLI Song #7002032
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SENDING SONG: ELW 805 Lead On, O King Eternal (Gilbert only)

1 Lead on, O King eternal!

The day of march has come;
henceforth in fields of conquest
your tents will be our home.
Through days of preparation
your grace has made us strong;
and now, O King eternal,

we lift our battle song.

2 Lead on, O King eternal,

till sin's fierce war shall cease,
and holiness shall whisper

the sweet amen of peace;

for not with swords loud clashing,

nor roll of stirring drums,
but deeds of love and mercy
the heav'nly kingdom comes.

3 Lead on, O King eternal:

we follow, not with fears,

for gladness breaks like morning
where'er your face appears.
Your cross is lifted o'er us;

we journey in its light;

the crown awaits the conquest;
lead on, O God of might!

Text: Ernest W. Shurtleff, 1862-1917
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DISMISSAL:
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE:
Thank you
for supporting the Desert Cross mission.
Here are the ways you can donate today:
ONLINE GIVING: SECURE TEXT GIVING: USPS:
Text "GIVE" to 8600 S. McClintock Drive
833-636-1502 Tempe, AZ 85284

Get your smart phone
and scan the QR-code
with your phone camera

Flower Donation:
The flowers on the altar in Tempe this weekend are given by Art Krzyzewski & Susan
Oram in celebration of their wedding anniversary.



