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] Romans 8 Section 1
BIG Idea!

LIFE IN THE SPIRIT

If someone were to ask for a summary of the Gospel, and its relevance to
human beings, the book of Romans would be an excellent place to start.
Romans is unusual in the sense that its author, the Apostle Paul, is not writing
to the Roman church to address one specific behaviour or theological issue, as
is the case in many of his letters, but to make the Gospel more accessible for
those unfamiliar with Scripture’s grand narrative. This being the story of God’s
rescue mission to humanity, which ultimately found its climax in the sacrifice
and resurrection of Jesus of Nazareth (Rom 5:18-21).

In Romans 8, we see Paul building upon his case that human hearts are hard-
wired for sin and destruction. Jewish Law, Paul explains, proved incapable of
curtailing these impulses. Rather, the Law only served to highlight humanity’s
guilt. Yet, all is not lost, for anyone who puts their hope in Jesus Christ will face
no condemnation for their sins. Jesus bore the penalty for humanity’s law-
breaking on the cross. And not only that, but through the gift of the Holy Spirit,
God makes His home within our very being. This allows for the supernatural
transformation of a believer’s heart, rewiring our sinful desires so that we may

and death and instead desire life and peace (Rom 8:6)

DIGGING Deeper!

C xt: Paul was wholly devoted to the Gospel message. He saw Jesus as

the fulfilment of Scripture’s grand narrative. Jesus as the hero of humanity’s
story. However Paul was, by his own admission, a “Pharisee, descended from
Pharisees”, privy to a wealth of understanding that gentile believers simply
didn’t have (Acts 2 23:6). Paul understood the prophetic tradition from which
Jesus had emerged. He understood humanity’s longstanding problem of sin,
and he understood why Jesus had to die in order to free humanity from their sin.
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What can you pray for this How do we apply the
week, for yourself, your message and hope of the
family and friends? Gospel in our everyday
lives?




Romans 8 Section 2

BIG Idea!
ADOPTED HEIRS

Having established humanity’s need for a saviour in the first half of his letter, Paul
shifts his focus from the past, to the present. Though we were once dead in our sins,
those who put their faith in Jesus are welcomed into a new life; life in the Spirit.
Humanity is free from sin’s “obligation” thanks to the Spirit's supernatural
transformation of the human heart. This transformation frees the Christian into a
new existence, guided by the gentle touch of the Holy Spirit (Rom 8:12-14). This
change of heart is also accompanied by a change in status. Paul explains that our

relationship with God Himself has been completely reworked. Jesus willingly
exchanged His perfect record with ours, we have been adopted as children of God.
We are co-heirs with Jesus in His Kingdom, afforded the same intimate relationship
He enjoys with the Father and with the Spirit (Rom 8:17). Our motivation, therefore,
is that we seek to obey the Father like a child obeying their parents, secure in the
knowledge that we are loved more than we could ever imagine. Paul reminds us,
however, that these provisions are temporary. We will not receive our full
inheritance until Christ returns to restore the world to its proper order. Until then,
we live in the ‘now, but not yet’ Kingdom. Meaning, just as we share in Christ’s glory,
we may also be asked to share in His suffering (Rom 8:17). To this end, the Holy Spirit
functions as a guide and a helper. A supernatural foretaste for what’s to come (Rom
8:19-24).

DIGGING Deeper!

Context:
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What can you pray for
this week, for yourself,
your family and friends?




Romans 8 Section 3

BIG Idea!
IMATE WORTH

Paul believed that the role of the Holy Spirit was to guide and strengthen
believers in all areas of life. While it might not be surprising to hear that the
Spirit’s role extends to prayer, the manner of the Spirit’s involvement certainly
is. According to Paul, the Spirit’s concern for us goes beyond the simple
who’s and what’s of our prayers, to the deepest parts of our being. Indeed,
the Spirit dwells with us, sharing in our most treasured hopes, the likes of
which we can barely explain. In this way, the Spirit weaves harmony between
us and our Creator, drawing our hearts closer to His. In much the same way
that God works the evil of our world for good, God also calls the children of
the first Adam to step into a new identity, brothers and sisters of the new
Adam; Jesus Christ. This new standing, Paul insists, is the highest honour
(Rom 8:30-31). At a time when Christians were facing increasing persecution,
Paul drew the comparison between God’s own Son, who Himself was
wrongfully convicted, and the Church. Yet, the fact that Jesus suffered on our
behalf, Paul adds, should empower us to endure these hardships. The
Christian can rest in the knowledge that they are loved beyond
comprehension, for even the Son of God was not withheld. Indeed, Jesus
laid His own life down for us. So no matter the circumstances, nothing can
separate us from the love of God. (Rom 8:38-39).

DIGGING Deeper!

ntext: In the intertestamental period there emerged a popular messianic

worldview known today as Jewish Apocalypticism. Within this view, there
existed two distinct ages; the ‘Present Age’ and the ‘Age to Come’. The
Present Age was one of suffering, with God’s people living under foreign rule.
The Age to Come, by contrast, would see the kingdom of Israel restored,
with God almighty preserving His people under His direct kingship. The
iah, within this understanding, was expected to be a military leader, in

of the Maccabee’s, who would begin this g and process he
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Should the knowledge
that we cannot be
separated from God’s
love change the way
that we live? How?

What can you pray for
this week, for yourself,
your family and friends?
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