My response to today’s message

Information without application falls short of God’s best for us.  He wants us to apply what we learn so that we will change and grow, becoming more like Christ.  The following questions are for personal and group study.

1) Why is hope such a wonderful gift from God?  What is the significance of Peter identifying himself as “an apostle of Jesus Christ” (1 Pet. 1:1)?

2) Discuss some of the wrong attitudes toward failure:  fear of failure, misunderstanding failure, being unprepared for failure.  What has been your perception of and response to failure?

3) Review and discuss Peter’s finest hour (Matt. 16:13ff.).

4) Fast-forward to Peter’s failure (Luke 22:31ff.).  What lessons can you apply from Peter’s experience?  (see 1 Corinthians 10:13)

5) How do the angel’s words in Mark 16:7 point to Peter’s forgiveness?  What hope does this scene bring you?  How do the following verses help turn our failures into footsteps toward the Lord’s grace and power:  John 21:15-19; 1 John 1:9; Psalm 32:5-7; Isaiah 44:22-23; 2 Corinthians 12:9-10?

6) Read 1 Peter 1:3-4.  In knowing Christ, we can choose to live like Peter after the rooster crowed OR like Peter after Pentecost.  We know that Jesus, our Savior, died on the cross and rose from the dead to give us forgiveness, eternal life and hope in Him.  Despite our failures, He provides us with hope. 

7) In his book, Failing Forward (pp. 7-8, Nelson, 2000), Dr. John Maxwell contrasts two approaches to failure.  Review and discuss these. In the past, have you failed backward… or forward?  No matter your past, ask the Lord to help you do whatever it takes to fail forward from now on.

8) Review Charles Swindoll’s comment on hope.  Thank the Lord for His gift of hope and that we who are in Christ can experience hope beyond failure.
 
What is the main thing God has impressed upon you today?

What are you going to do about it?

Remember:  The smallest obedient act is better than the greatest intention.

Primary message sources and recommended resources:  Hope Again (1 Peter) by Charles R. Swindoll; Exposition of the New Testament (1 Peter) by Warren Wiersbe; NIV Application Commentary (1 Peter); Word Biblical Commentary (1 Peter); Failing Forward by John C. Maxwell









Welcome to Focus Church—a Christ-centered community learning to follow Jesus with purpose and passion.  Our mission is to know Christ and make Him known – to follow Jesus fully through biblical teaching, authentic relationships, joyful worship, and compassionate service. Wherever you are on your journey, you are welcome here.

Guests:  Please complete a “Connect Card” and pick up a blue gift bag as our “thank you” for being with us today.
 
Sunday, July 19
9am – Adult Sunday School Class – “Essentials for Christian Living” 
10am – Worship Celebration

Church Office & Mailing Address
10475 Crosspoint Blvd Ste 250
Indianapolis, IN 46256-3387
317-813-5996   https://www.myfocuschurch.com/

Would you like to experience and enjoy peace with God and share His peace with others? Go to peacewithgod.net to learn more.

TODAY’S MESSAGE, JULY 19, 2026
SERIES: A Living Hope
“Experiencing Hope Beyond Failure”
Brian Boone, Lead Pastor

Hope = “desire accompanied by expectation or belief in fulfillment… to desire with expectation of obtainment… to expect with confidence” 
                                                                                                                     (Webster)

What oxygen is to the lungs, such is hope to the meaning of life.
(Emil Brunner)

This letter is from Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ. (1 Peter 1:1, NLT)

F___________________________ (Matthew 16:13ff.)

16 Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” 17 Jesus replied, “You are blessed, Simon son of John, because my Father in heaven has revealed this to you. You did not learn this from any human being. 18 Now I say to you that you are Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church, and all the powers of hell will not conquer it. 19 And I will give you the keys of the Kingdom of Heaven. Whatever you forbid on earth will be forbidden in heaven, and whatever you permit on earth will be permitted in heaven.” (Matthew 16:16-19, NLT)




F___________________________ (Luke 22:31ff.)

61 At that moment the Lord turned and looked at Peter. Suddenly, the Lord’s words flashed through Peter’s mind: “Before the rooster crows tomorrow morning, you will deny three times that you even know me.” 62 And Peter left the courtyard, weeping bitterly. (Luke 22:61-62, NLT)

13 The temptations in your life are no different from what others experience. And God is faithful. He will not allow the temptation to be more than you can stand. When you are tempted, he will show you a way out so that you can endure. (1 Corinthians 10:13, NLT)

No man suddenly becomes base. (F. B. Meyer)

There is no pit so deep, that God is not deeper still. (Corrie Ten Boom) 



F___________________________ (Mark 16:7; John 21:15-19)

6 but the angel said, “Don’t be alarmed. You are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He isn’t here! He is risen from the dead! Look, this is where they laid his body. 7 Now go and tell his disciples, including Peter, that Jesus is going ahead of you to Galilee. You will see him there, just as he told you before he died.” (Mark 16:6-7, NLT)

(see John 21:15-19)

3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade. This inheritance is kept in heaven for you… (1 Peter 1:3-4, NIV)

Failing Backward versus Failing Forward. (Dr. John Maxwell)

Failing Backward is blaming others. 
Failing Forward is taking responsibility.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Failing Backward is repeating the same mistakes.  
Failing Forward is learning from each mistake.  

Failing Backward is expecting never to fail again.  
Failing Forward is knowing failure is a part of progress.  

Failing Backward is expecting to continually fail. 
Failing Forward is maintaining a positive attitude.  

Failing Backward is accepting tradition blindly. 
Failing Forward is challenging outdated assumptions.  

Failing Backward is being limited by past mistakes.  
Failing Forward is taking new risks.  

Failing Backward is thinking “I am a failure." 
Failing Forward is believing something didn’t work.  

Failing Backward is quitting.  
Failing Forward is persevering.  
                                                                                      
There is life after failure, even moral failure.  God has a gift, and it is called hope.  This gift does not condone sin, but it does give us the strength to face God in the midst of our failure.  We cannot and God will not change our past, but we can do what is right from this point forward.  We can always hope again.  (Charles Swindoll) 

ARE YOU FAILING BACKWARD… OR FORWARD?
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