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	ACTS 1
1 In the first book, O Theophilus, I have dealt with all that Jesus began to do and teach, 2 until the day when he was taken up, after he had given commands through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. 3 He presented himself alive to them after his suffering by many proofs, appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God.
4 And while staying with them he ordered them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the promise of the Father, which, he said, “you heard from me; 5 for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.”
6 So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, will you at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7 He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or seasons that the Father has fixed by his own authority. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” 9 And when he had said these things, as they were looking on, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. 10 And while they were gazing into heaven as he went, behold, two men stood by them in white robes, 11 and said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.”
12 Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a Sabbath day's journey away. 13 And when they had entered, they went up to the upper room, where they were staying, Peter and John and James and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James the son of Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot and Judas the son of James. 14 All these with one accord were devoting themselves to prayer, together with the women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and his brothers.
15 In those days Peter stood up among the brothers (the company of persons was in all about 120) and said, 16 “Brothers, the Scripture had to be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit spoke beforehand by the mouth of David concerning Judas, who became a guide to those who arrested Jesus. 17 For he was numbered among us and was allotted his share in this ministry.” 18 (Now this man acquired a field with the reward of his wickedness, and falling headlong he burst open in the middle and all his bowels gushed out. 19 And it became known to all the inhabitants of Jerusalem, so that the field was called in their own language Akeldama, that is, Field of Blood.) 20 “For it is written in the Book of Psalms,
“‘May his camp become desolate,
    and let there be no one to dwell in it’;
and
“‘Let another take his office.’
21 So one of the men who have accompanied us during all the time that the Lord Jesus went in and out among us, 22 beginning from the baptism of John until the day when he was taken up from us—one of these men must become with us a witness to his resurrection.”  23 And they put forward two, Joseph called Barsabbas, who was also called Justus, and Matthias. 24 And they prayed and said, “You, Lord, who know the hearts of all, show which one of these two you have chosen 25 to take the place in this ministry and apostleship from which Judas turned aside to go to his own place.” 26 And they cast lots for them, and the lot fell on Matthias, and he was numbered with the eleven apostles.

	NOTES ON ACTS 1
1:1-2 Be confident of Jesus who is the central hero of Acts 
See also Lk 1:1-4 & 24:46-49.
Acts is the second volume of Luke’s gospel and both books are addressed to Theophilus. Acts starts where Luke’s gospel ends – Jesus is resurrected and has trained and commissioned his divinely appointed eyewitnesses, known as apostles, but the apostles are yet to receive the Holy Spirit and to proclaim what they have witnessed.
Luke’s purpose in writing is that we may have certainty concerning the truth of Jesus Christ - Lk 1:4. So read Acts to increase your confidence in Jesus.
In Acts 1:1-2, Luke says he wrote all that Jesus ‘began’ to do in his gospel. The implication is that Acts is what Jesus goes on to do as the ascended King. Volume one is the reign of Jesus established and volume 2 the reign of Jesus extended. Acts should be called ‘The Acts of the risen Christ’ or ‘the Acts of Jesus, by the Spirit, through the Apostles’. In Acts, beware shifting focus from Jesus to the apostles or to the Holy Spirit just because Jesus isn’t physically present. If our focus is not on Jesus then we have shifted away from the central purpose of this book.
1:3 Jesus’ history-changing achievement
1:3 gives the essential truths about Jesus – died, resurrected, king of God’s kingdom – in accordance with the OT Scriptures as detailed in Luke’s gospel - see Lk 26:36-53. ‘Many proofs’ is very strong language - a word for fixed boundary markers on a property. This Lord Jesus, died to pay for our moral and spiritual failure. He suffered God's judgment for all that we've done wrong and then rose victorious from the grave and is crowned as king of God's kingdom about which he spoke during the 40 days following his resurrection as he appeared to the disciples. We're not dealing with myth but with incontrovertible truth. 
1:4-5 Life-changing gift
John the Baptist offered water baptism, a symbol relationship with God, that pointed to Jesus giving baptism by the Spirit – that is the reality of relationship with God. The Holy Spirit is God himself - the third person of the Godhead - God in person, action & power, God's very presence. John wet people externally. But as a result of Jesus’ work, this divine presence enters into the very internal being of those who turn to Jesus bringing radical reformation, a whole fresh start as members of His church. 
1:6-8 Jesus’ agenda
The apostles (1:2, 8) witnessed Jesus’ kingdom as he reversed the disorder of creation, drove back disease, defeated Satan and death – bringing the change we all long for. No wonder the apostles wanted the kingdom of Israel restored now. But Jesus says it's not for us to delve into the time this Kingdom will come in its fullness – only God the Father knows the time. Instead, Jesus tells the apostles to be his witnesses even beyond Israel to the end of the earth. The word ‘witness’ is a technical term in the writing of Luke meaning a formal authorized commissioned eyewitness. The apostle’s gospel witness will only be effective because Jesus sends his Spirit. In Acts, the apostles receive the Holy Spirit and take the message of Jesus out from Jerusalem to Judea and Samaria until at the end of the book we find the apostle Paul proclaiming the kingdom in Rome – the centre of the known world then. Throughout Acts we see Jesus will progress his gospel despite opposition and obstacles inside and outside of the church. 
It is striking to note that first and foremost verse 8 is not primarily about us receiving the Holy Spirit and becoming a witness to the ends of the earth. It's first and foremost about the apostolic word, the truth of king Jesus, that will spread unstoppably across the globe. You're never going to stop it so join in the advance of the gospel.
Jesus’ agenda is the global spread of the glorious news of king Jesus through the gospel of his eyewitnesses empowered by his Spirit. As a result, Jesus will grow his church as people submit to him, receive his Spirit and are transformed. 
[bookmark: _Hlk60677389]1:9-11 The time we are in
The cloud (v9) is like the glory cloud of the transfiguration and references Daniel 7 where the eternal king comes to God and is enthroned as he comes on the clouds. Jesus, who has been enthroned, will return in glory on the clouds in the same way he went (v11). We are living in the time between Jesus’ ascending and returning so now is the age of glorious global gospel advance. Having ascended back to heaven, two angels assure Jesus’ followers that he will return one day. The apostles are to stop gawking and get on with Jesus’ agenda. We too must join in the advance of the gospel by telling people the gospel given to us by the apostles. 
1:12-26 The Church
The apostles begin their agenda united in their belief Jesus is God’s King, risen from the dead and ascended in to heaven. Together with other believers, as the church, they prayed trusting God’s promise of the Holy Spirit and they obeyed God’s word in choosing an apostle to replace Judas. The details about Judas the betrayer underscore the consequences of rejecting Jesus. The significance of the apostles as divinely appointed ‘eyewitnesses’ is again underscored in choosing an eyewitness to replace Jesus. The replacement must have been an eyewitness to Jesus’ ministry, especially his resurrection. Note throughout Acts the gospel is most often summarised as ‘Jesus is risen’ – see Resurrection of the Gospel handout. The apostles followed the commands of Scripture in selecting a replacement and narrowed the options to two disciples. Casting lots was an OT way of acknowledging it was God’s choice. This is the last casting lots in choosing a leader the Bible.  
[bookmark: _Hlk61767676]‘The Holy Spirit empowers us for witness with the apostle’s gospel to Christ in a lost world.’






	ACTS 2
2 When the day of Pentecost arrived, they were all together in one place. 2 And suddenly there came from heaven a sound like a mighty rushing wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. 3 And divided tongues as of fire appeared to them and rested on each one of them. 4 And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit gave them utterance.
5 Now there were dwelling in Jerusalem Jews, devout men from every nation under heaven. 6 And at this sound the multitude came together, and they were bewildered, because each one was hearing them speak in his own language. 7 And they were amazed and astonished, saying, “Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? 8 And how is it that we hear, each of us in his own native language? 9 Parthians and Medes and Elamites and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10 Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, 11 both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabians—we hear them telling in our own tongues the mighty works of God.” 12 And all were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, “What does this mean?” 13 But others mocking said, “They are filled with new wine.”
14 But Peter, standing with the eleven, lifted up his voice and addressed them: “Men of Judea and all who dwell in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and give ear to my words. 15 For these people are not drunk, as you suppose, since it is only the third hour of the day. 16 But this is what was uttered through the prophet Joel:
17 “‘And in the last days it shall be, God declares,
that I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh,
and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy,
    and your young men shall see visions,
    and your old men shall dream dreams;
18 even on my male servants and female servants
    in those days I will pour out my Spirit, and they shall prophesy.
19 And I will show wonders in the heavens above
    and signs on the earth below,
    blood, and fire, and vapour of smoke;
20 the sun shall be turned to darkness
    and the moon to blood,
    before the day of the Lord comes, the great and magnificent day.
21 And it shall come to pass that everyone who calls upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.’
22 “Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by God with mighty works and wonders and signs that God did through him in your midst, as you yourselves know— 23 this Jesus, delivered up according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the hands of lawless men. 24 God raised him up, loosing the pangs of death, because it was not possible for him to be held by it. 25 For David says concerning him,
“‘I saw the Lord always before me,
    for he is at my right hand that I may not be shaken;
26 therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced;
    my flesh also will dwell in hope.
27 For you will not abandon my soul to Hades,
    or let your Holy One see corruption.
28 You have made known to me the paths of life;
    you will make me full of gladness with your presence.’
29 “Brothers, I may say to you with confidence about the patriarch David that he both died and was buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. 30 Being therefore a prophet, and knowing that God had sworn with an oath to him that he would set one of his descendants on his throne, 31 he foresaw and spoke about the resurrection of the Christ, that he was not abandoned to Hades, nor did his flesh see corruption. 32 This Jesus God raised up, and of that we all are witnesses. 33 Being therefore exalted at the right hand of God, and having received from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, he has poured out this that you yourselves are seeing and hearing. 34 For David did not ascend into the heavens, but he himself says,
“‘The Lord said to my Lord,
Sit at my right hand,
35     until I make your enemies your footstool.’
36 Let all the house of Israel therefore know for certain that God has made him both Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom you crucified.”
37 Now when they heard this they were cut to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?” 38 And Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For the promise is for you and for your children and for all who are far off, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to himself.” 40 And with many other words he bore witness and continued to exhort them, saying, “Save yourselves from this crooked generation.” 41 So those who received his word were baptized, and there were added that day about three thousand souls.
42 And they devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers. 43 And awe came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were being done through the apostles. 44 And all who believed were together and had all things in common. 45 And they were selling their possessions and belongings and distributing the proceeds to all, as any had need. 46 And day by day, attending the temple together and breaking bread in their homes, they received their food with glad and generous hearts, 47 praising God and having favour with all the people. And the Lord added to their number day by day those who were being saved.
	NOTES ON ACTS 2
2:1-13 The Holy Spirit Comes
2:1-4 Pentecost –a major festival in Jerusalem celebrating the harvest, the giving of the law and the renewal of the covenant, attended by residents and visitors from across the known world, many of whom were there for the Passover 40 days earlier when Jesus died and rose again.
The 120 disciples were all gathered together. Suddenly there was a loud wind and tongues of fire which weren’t an actual wind or fire. Wind is the same word as Spirit and fire a sign of God’s presence eg. Ex 19:18. Filled with the Spirit the unschooled disciples speak recognizable languages declaring ‘the mighty works of God’ – 2:6 & 11. The Spirit makes God known. Peter stands up with the 11 other apostles to explain this supernatural communication event. 
2:14-41 Peter’s Speech 
Peter’s sermon has two parts divided by the expression – 
· 2:14 ‘Men of Judea and all who dwell in Jerusalem …give ear to my words’ 
· 2:22 ‘Men of Israel hear these words’. 
PART 1: The last days of salvation 2:14-21
The power for speaking the gospel
Peter explains this supernatural event using the words of the OT prophet Joel who spoke of God’s plan to save people from God’s judgment, (500-700 years BC). Peter uses the two timeframes Joel refers to – ‘the last days’ and ‘the day of the Lord’:
2:17 Joel says before the judgment day there is to be a period called ‘the last days’, when God will pour out his Spirit on all believers whether old, young, male and female, servants – ie, every believer will be able to speak about God and what he has done. Prior to the ‘last days’, God communicated from time to time through dreams, visions and words of prophecy to select individuals like Joel. When Joel says God will pour out his Spirit and all his children will ‘dream dreams’ or ‘have visions’ he is anticipating a day when every believer will be able to speak the gospel with confidence and certainty. Peter says we are now living in the last days because every one of these 120 people are speaking of the saving work of Jesus Christ- 2:12. Today the youngest Sunday School child and oldest preacher speak of the mighty works of God. In Jesus, you have the Holy Spirit and so you can speak of the mighty works of God. This is the power of the Holy Spirit (1:8). Signs of the Spirit aren’t dreams and visions, speaking unintelligibly, warm feelings – it is speaking of God’s salvation.
2:19-20 The ‘day of the Lord’ (judgment day) comes after ‘the last days’. God will judge all sin and the exalted Jesus will be recognized by all - even those who reject him. This day will be proceeded by mighty signs and supernatural wonders which Peter says have taken place in Jesus Christ in his life, death and resurrection. (God is right to judge his creation – we all cry out for justice.)
We're in the last days - every single believer has the Holy Spirit and can speak in power with confidence about the Lord Jesus Christ before the judgement day when it will be too late to call on Jesus’ name and be saved from his judgment. The work of God the Holy Spirit is not to give us warm tingly feelings or cold air on the face or speak gobbledygook. It is to enable us to communicate the gospel. That's Jesus’ great agenda. Who does it? The people of God do it. It is a communication masterstroke for reaching the world.
The summons of the gospel - call on the Lord for salvation
We all need saving from God and his judgment (more than from covid etc). ‘Calling on the name of the Lord’ (repent) is the only way to be safe on judgement day. Peter summons people to repent:
· 2:21 ‘everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.’ 
· 2:36-38 ‘know for certain that God has made him Lord and Christ this Jesus whom you crucified’. Response: they're cut to the heart ask what shall we do? Peter replies ‘repent and be baptized’. 
Christianity is a summons to call on God for salvation. It's not primarily about being a better person, improving your life chances, giving God a helping hand, or religious knowledge, or getting a new social set. 
PART 2: The Last Days of Salvation 2:15-41
The subject of Peter’s sermon is unrelentingly Jesus - 2:22 ‘men of Israel hear these words, Jesus of Nazareth’; 2:23 ‘this Jesus’; 2:32 ‘this Jesus’; 2:36 ‘this Jesus whom you crucified. Peter wants people to know that ‘God has made him both Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom you crucified.” 2:36. Peter gives Jesus two titles - 
· ‘Lord’ - the sacred name of God, meaning ‘I am’ - the perfect name for the ever-present God, the eternal God. 
· ‘Christ’ - is Jesus’ title – he is God’s king, messiah, anointed one. 
Peter gives the evidence that Jesus is both Lord and Christ:
a. The divinely accredited miracles of Jesus's life – 2:22 
Many in the crowd would have seen or heard of Jesus’ widely attested miracles. They were not the conjuring tricks of an illusionist. In the bible ‘Signs and wonders’ point to the coming day of God's judgment. Dr Luke a medical man has checked them out. 
b. The widely witnessed resurrection – 2:23-32
Peter uses the psalms to explain what the resurrection of Jesus means – ie Jesus is God's king, his eternal universal ruler and judge. God's promise in the Scriptures over hundreds of years was for his Christ to be crucified and to rise again conquering death 2:24-31. 
In Psalm 16, quoted in Acts 2:25-28, God promises David a ruler on God’s throne who would conquer death and rise physically to reign forever. But Peter makes clear this ruler cannot be David – 2:29-32 – Peter could take them to David’s burial site. This promise is fulfilled in Jesus who God raised up from the dead as the apostles witnessed.
c. Jesus’ ultimate triumph – 2:33-41
Peter quotes Psalm 110. The three persons - the author ie king David, the Lord ie God, and the author's Lord who is exalted 2:34. God raised Jesus to be his exalted king with his enemies being the stool on which Jesus rests his feet. Jesus rules over all, he can’t be usurped.  
Response: When people know who Jesus is, they are cut to the heart for murdering God’s king. And so they repent and believe in Jesus – 2:37-38. We either accept or reject Jesus – there is no middle ground. To repent is to change your attitude to Jesus – do a 1800. To be baptized is to make public the decision to trust Jesus - to be openly clear that I now side with Jesus. To receive forgiveness is to have the slate wiped clean for having treated Jesus in this way. And to receive the gift of the Holy Spirit is to have the most intimate personal deep relationship with the loving God imaginable. 
Jesus is central to the gospel. It’s not primarily about church, religion, rules, or ritual. It is about Jesus - the king of kings and Lord and Lords and your judge as proven by his resurrection from the grave, who rules over his enemies. Accept his offer of forgiveness before he comes in judgement. Save yourselves from this crooked generation. Corruption will continue, people will continue to reject Jesus and scoff at you for following Jesus. Receive his forgiveness.



	ACTS 3:1-4:31
3 Now Peter and John were going up to the temple at the hour of prayer, the ninth hour. 2 And a man lame from birth was being carried, whom they laid daily at the gate of the temple that is called the Beautiful Gate to ask alms of those entering the temple. 3 Seeing Peter and John about to go into the temple, he asked to receive alms. 4 And Peter directed his gaze at him, as did John, and said, “Look at us.” 5 And he fixed his attention on them, expecting to receive something from them. 6 But Peter said, “I have no silver and gold, but what I do have I give to you. In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, rise up and walk!” 7 And he took him by the right hand and raised him up, and immediately his feet and ankles were made strong. 8 And leaping up he stood and began to walk, and entered the temple with them, walking and leaping and praising God. 9 And all the people saw him walking and praising God, 10 and recognized him as the one who sat at the Beautiful Gate of the temple, asking for alms. And they were filled with wonder and amazement at what had happened to him.
11 While he clung to Peter and John, all the people, utterly astounded, ran together to them in the portico called Solomon's. 12 And when Peter saw it he addressed the people: “Men of Israel, why do you wonder at this, or why do you stare at us, as though by our own power or piety we have made him walk? 13 The God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, the God of our fathers, glorified his servant Jesus, whom you delivered over and denied in the presence of Pilate, when he had decided to release him. 14 But you denied the Holy and Righteous One, and asked for a murderer to be granted to you, 15 and you killed the Author of life, whom God raised from the dead. To this we are witnesses. 16 And his name—by faith in his name—has made this man strong whom you see and know, and the faith that is through Jesus has given the man this perfect health in the presence of you all.
17 “And now, brothers, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did also your rulers. 18 But what God foretold by the mouth of all the prophets, that his Christ would suffer, he thus fulfilled. 19 Repent therefore, and turn again, that your sins may be blotted out, 20 that times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord, and that he may send the Christ appointed for you, Jesus, 21 whom heaven must receive until the time for restoring all the things about which God spoke by the mouth of his holy prophets long ago. 22 Moses said, ‘The Lord God will raise up for you a prophet like me from your brothers. You shall listen to him in whatever he tells you. 23 And it shall be that every soul who does not listen to that prophet shall be destroyed from the people.’ 24 And all the prophets who have spoken, from Samuel and those who came after him, also proclaimed these days. 25 You are the sons of the prophets and of the covenant that God made with your fathers, saying to Abraham, ‘And in your offspring shall all the families of the earth be blessed.’ 26 God, having raised up his servant, sent him to you first, to bless you by turning every one of you from your wickedness.”
4 And as they were speaking to the people, the priests and the captain of the temple and the Sadducees came upon them, 2 greatly annoyed because they were teaching the people and proclaiming in Jesus the resurrection from the dead. 3 And they arrested them and put them in custody until the next day, for it was already evening. 4 But many of those who had heard the word believed, and the number of the men came to about five thousand.
5 On the next day their rulers and elders and scribes gathered together in Jerusalem, 6 with Annas the high priest and Caiaphas and John and Alexander, and all who were of the high-priestly family. 7 And when they had set them in the midst, they enquired, “By what power or by what name did you do this?” 8 Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of the people and elders, 9 if we are being examined today concerning a good deed done to a crippled man, by what means this man has been healed, 10 let it be known to all of you and to all the people of Israel that by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead—by him this man is standing before you well. 11 This Jesus is the stone that was rejected by you, the builders, which has become the cornerstone. 12 And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved.”
13 Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and perceived that they were uneducated, common men, they were astonished. And they recognized that they had been with Jesus. 14 But seeing the man who was healed standing beside them, they had nothing to say in opposition. 15 But when they had commanded them to leave the council, they conferred with one another, 16 saying, “What shall we do with these men? For that a notable sign has been performed through them is evident to all the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and we cannot deny it. 17 But in order that it may spread no further among the people, let us warn them to speak no more to anyone in this name.” 18 So they called them and charged them not to speak or teach at all in the name of Jesus. 19 But Peter and John answered them, “Whether it is right in the sight of God to listen to you rather than to God, you must judge, 20 for we cannot but speak of what we have seen and heard.” 21 And when they had further threatened them, they let them go, finding no way to punish them, because of the people, for all were praising God for what had happened. 22 For the man on whom this sign of healing was performed was more than forty years old.
23 When they were released, they went to their friends and reported what the chief priests and the elders had said to them. 24 And when they heard it, they lifted their voices together to God and said, “Sovereign Lord, who made the heaven and the earth and the sea and everything in them, 25 who through the mouth of our father David, your servant, said by the Holy Spirit,
“‘Why did the Gentiles rage,
    and the peoples plot in vain?
26 The kings of the earth set themselves,
    and the rulers were gathered together,
    against the Lord and against his Anointed’—
27 for truly in this city there were gathered together against your holy servant Jesus, whom you anointed, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, along with the Gentiles and the peoples of Israel, 28 to do whatever your hand and your plan had predestined to take place. 29 And now, Lord, look upon their threats and grant to your servants to continue to speak your word with all boldness, 30 while you stretch out your hand to heal, and signs and wonders are performed through the name of your holy servant Jesus.” 31 And when they had prayed, the place in which they were gathered together was shaken, and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and continued to speak the word of God with boldness.

	NOTES ON ACTS 3:1-4:31
Ch 2 ended with the outpouring of the Holy Spirit and the idyllic church. Almost immediately persecution starts and it continues repeatedly throughout Acts.

Ch 3-4 Same structure as Ch2 plus persecution:
1. Crowds amazed by spectacular event  
2. Peter’s speech interprets the healing as the work of Jesus whom they killed but God raised, as the apostles witnessed. 
3. Resulting actions of the church. 
3:1-10 Jesus’ miracle through the apostles
God accredited Jesus with ‘signs and wonders’, 2:22. Jesus accredits the apostles and their message with signs and wonders, 2:43, 14:3 and the first instance is detailed in Acts 3-4. The cripple was beyond cure (born lame), outside the temple (under God’s judgement) but after the miracle the man is ‘walking’(x3 in vv8-9) and enters the temple. Even the Sanhedrin could not deny the miracle – 4:16. The beggar’s physical healing is symbolic of our spiritual healing.
3:11-26 Key points of Peter’s address–
· Jesus, not apostles, who healed the man, 3:11, 16. The apostle’s role is eyewitness to Jesus, 3:15. 
· Makes clear who Jesus is - servant, holy, righteous, author of life, fulfilment of Scriptures. 
· Contrasts the Jew’s treatment of Jesus (disowned & killed him) with God’s treatment of Jesus (glorified & raised him), 3:13-15.
· God has fulfilled his promises in Jesus - Jesus is God’s appointed Christ (King) and so the one who brings forgiveness (‘sins wiped out’), new spiritual life (‘times of refreshing’) and, eventually, the new creation (‘restore everything’) [Beynon]. 
· Peter calls the Jews to repent, 3:17-26. Their wickedness – kill Jesus, do not listen to Jesus 3:15, 22. But forgiveness is on offer so repent or be condemned. The resurrection reverses God’s judgement bringing outcasts in to the temple – so those in the temple better take note.
The Sadducees, who didn’t believe in resurrection, led the persecution. They are upset about the resurrection explanation for the healing, not the healing which is undisputed. 
Persecution doesn’t stop the gospel – 4:3 apostles arrested, 4:4 church grows.
Note similarities with Jesus’ trial. Apostles now in the same court where Jesus had been wrongly condemned with some of the same condemners (Annas and Caiaphas). Jesus crucified for saying he is the Christ and now Peter says Jesus is the Christ. 
Once again Peter’s response is focussed on Jesus, not his own defence. Once again Peter states Jesus is the Christ whom they killed. They have fulfilled Psalm 118 and rejected Jesus the cornerstone. Peter stresses the uniqueness of Jesus – ‘no one else’, ‘no other name’ – salvation only found in Jesus, 4:12. Today people also hate the exclusiveness of Christ but this is to deny the evidence – Jesus died, raised and ascended. Christ is alive. Jesus acts today. 
Memorise 4:12. What are the implications of this verse for your life? 
4:13-22 Respond to opposition by speaking the gospel
The Sandhedrin can’t deny the miracle, can’t deny the apostles were eyewitnesses, can’t give contrary evidence, can’t refute the apostle’s explanation – so just tell the apostles to stop talking! But the apostles cannot but speak of what they have seen and heard – they are authorised by God to speak. Beware of letting worldly opposition silence you in speaking the gospel. Be confident in God’s word, the apostolic witness, and speak. 
4:23-31 Respond to opposition with prayer
The church responds to opposition with prayer. Praying the Scriptures, they remind themselves who God is (Sovereign, creator) and that opposing Jesus is in vain (Psalm 2). God is sovereign AND people are responsible for their actions. The church is to speak the gospel and so ‘… they do not pray for safety, but for bold speech (v. 29) and accredited speech (v. 30).’ [Cook]. They ask for more of what God is already doing. Their prayer is answered. Filled with the Spirit (not a new baptising but an ongoing submitting of all of life to God’s Spirit) they continued to speak the gospel.  
















	ACTS 4:32-6:7
32 Now the full number of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one said that any of the things that belonged to him was his own, but they had everything in common. 33 And with great power the apostles were giving their testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them all. 34 There was not a needy person among them, for as many as were owners of lands or houses sold them and brought the proceeds of what was sold 35 and laid it at the apostles' feet, and it was distributed to each as any had need. 36 Thus Joseph, who was also called by the apostles Barnabas (which means son of encouragement), a Levite, a native of Cyprus, 37 sold a field that belonged to him and brought the money and laid it at the apostles' feet.
5 But a man named Ananias, with his wife Sapphira, sold a piece of property, 2 and with his wife's knowledge he kept back for himself some of the proceeds and brought only a part of it and laid it at the apostles' feet. 3 But Peter said, “Ananias, why has Satan filled your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit and to keep back for yourself part of the proceeds of the land? 4 While it remained unsold, did it not remain your own? And after it was sold, was it not at your disposal? Why is it that you have contrived this deed in your heart? You have not lied to men but to God.” 5 When Ananias heard these words, he fell down and breathed his last. And great fear came upon all who heard of it. 6 The young men rose and wrapped him up and carried him out and buried him.
7 After an interval of about three hours his wife came in, not knowing what had happened. 8 And Peter said to her, “Tell me whether you sold the land for so much.” And she said, “Yes, for so much.” 9 But Peter said to her, “How is it that you have agreed together to test the Spirit of the Lord? Behold, the feet of those who have buried your husband are at the door, and they will carry you out.” 10 Immediately she fell down at his feet and breathed her last. When the young men came in they found her dead, and they carried her out and buried her beside her husband. 11 And great fear came upon the whole church and upon all who heard of these things.
12 Now many signs and wonders were regularly done among the people by the hands of the apostles. And they were all together in Solomon's Portico. 13 None of the rest dared join them, but the people held them in high esteem. 14 And more than ever believers were added to the Lord, multitudes of both men and women, 15 so that they even carried out the sick into the streets and laid them on cots and mats, that as Peter came by at least his shadow might fall on some of them. 16 The people also gathered from the towns round Jerusalem, bringing the sick and those afflicted with unclean spirits, and they were all healed.
17 But the high priest rose up, and all who were with him (that is, the party of the Sadducees), and filled with jealousy 18 they arrested the apostles and put them in the public prison. 19 But during the night an angel of the Lord opened the prison doors and brought them out, and said, 20 “Go and stand in the temple and speak to the people all the words of this Life.” 21 And when they heard this, they entered the temple at daybreak and began to teach.
Now when the high priest came, and those who were with him, they called together the council and all the senate of the people of Israel and sent to the prison to have them brought. 22 But when the officers came, they did not find them in the prison, so they returned and reported, 23 “We found the prison securely locked and the guards standing at the doors, but when we opened them we found no one inside.” 24 Now when the captain of the temple and the chief priests heard these words, they were greatly perplexed about them, wondering what this would come to. 25 And someone came and told them, “Look! The men whom you put in prison are standing in the temple and teaching the people.” 26 Then the captain with the officers went and brought them, but not by force, for they were afraid of being stoned by the people.
27 And when they had brought them, they set them before the council. And the high priest questioned them 28 saying, “We strictly charged you not to teach in this name, yet here you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching, and you intend to bring this man's blood upon us.” 29 But Peter and the apostles answered, “We must obey God rather than men. 30 The God of our fathers raised Jesus, whom you killed by hanging him on a tree. 31 God exalted him at his right hand as Leader and Saviour, to give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins. 32 And we are witnesses to these things, and so is the Holy Spirit, whom God has given to those who obey him.”
33 When they heard this, they were enraged and wanted to kill them. 34 But a Pharisee in the council named Gamaliel, a teacher of the law held in honour by all the people, stood up and gave orders to put the men outside for a little while. 35 And he said to them, “Men of Israel, take care what you are about to do with these men. 36 For before these days Theudas rose up, claiming to be somebody, and a number of men, about four hundred, joined him. He was killed, and all who followed him were dispersed and came to nothing. 37 After him Judas the Galilean rose up in the days of the census and drew away some of the people after him. He too perished, and all who followed him were scattered. 38 So in the present case I tell you, keep away from these men and let them alone, for if this plan or this undertaking is of man, it will fail; 39 but if it is of God, you will not be able to overthrow them. You might even be found opposing God!” So they took his advice, 40 and when they had called in the apostles, they beat them and charged them not to speak in the name of Jesus, and let them go. 41 Then they left the presence of the council, rejoicing that they were counted worthy to suffer dishonour for the name. 42 And every day, in the temple and from house to house, they did not cease teaching and preaching Jesus as the Christ.
6 Now in these days when the disciples were increasing in number, a complaint by the Hellenists arose against the Hebrews because their widows were being neglected in the daily distribution. 2 And the twelve summoned the full number of the disciples and said, “It is not right that we should give up preaching the word of God to serve tables. 3 Therefore, brothers, pick out from among you seven men of good repute, full of the Spirit and of wisdom, whom we will appoint to this duty. 4 But we will devote ourselves to prayer and to the ministry of the word.” 5 And what they said pleased the whole gathering, and they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit, and Philip, and Prochorus, and Nicanor, and Timon, and Parmenas, and Nicolaus, a proselyte of Antioch. 6 These they set before the apostles, and they prayed and laid their hands on them.
7 And the word of God continued to increase, and the number of the disciples multiplied greatly in Jerusalem, and a great many of the priests became obedient to the faith.

	NOTES ACTS 4:32-6:7
Once again the general principle of these passages is ‘No matter what attacks are thrown at the Word, the church keeps growing and the word is proclaimed boldly.’ This is seen in 3 ways:
1. Jewish leaders try to suppress the word vs the word spreads and multiplies – the number of disciples keep growing. 
2. Satan tries to thwart the church vs the church flourishes
3. Persecution leads to proclaiming the word and church growing.
4:32-37 Church – unity in generosity
Unity in the church was expressed in the sharing of possessions so that there was no one needy among them. It was an expression of knowing the resurrection and the grace of God upon them. ‘What the political system cannot do, God through the gospel of His Son can do. Here is a selfless, generous community of people of the new covenant.’ (Cook). Not communism – not a general community pooling but a voluntary generosity that comes from inward change as a result of the gospel. Believers still owned their possessions but recognised they were from God so it was as if they weren’t their own and so sold them as was needed.
 The gospel produces Barnabas – church members who with great humility and generosity serve Christ by speaking his gospel and building the church – Acts 9:27, 11:22, 11:25, 13:2, 13:42, 13:46, 14:1, 14:12, 15:36-41. Barnabas gospel service commenced with his attitude to his wealth. Our attitude to wealth is a barometer of our trust in God.
5:1-11 Church – threat of sin from inside the church
In contrast to Barnabas, Ananias and Sapphira make a show of being generous while actually keeping the money for themselves – ‘they sought a reputation that was built on deception’ (Cook) – similar to the hypocrisy of the religious rulers who condemned Jesus and to Achan in Joshua 7. Their deception was Satan-inspired lie/testing of the Holy Spirit, (v3 & 9). God mercifully takes sin seriously in the church (recall Achan). Their judgement was instantaneous. 
5:12-41 Church – threat of persecution from outside the church
5:12-16 The apostle’s gospel proclamation continued, 3:11 and was confirmed with signs and wonders. The gospel is always met with one of two responses – rejection: no-one else dared join  vs acceptance: their number was added to daily. We are to expect both responses to our gospel work. Gospel spreading beyond Jerusalem. 
5:17-42 The Jewish leaders had been jealous of Jesus and now they are jealous of his apostles. They imprison the apostles to stop them speaking the gospel but Jesus is at work and the gospel cannot be stopped – the jail is opened by an angel of the Lord who tells the apostles to keep teaching the gospel publicly, which they do because they must obey God. The Jewish leaders rearrest them but not with force because they are scared of the people and of being declared guilty of killing Jesus. In their speech to the religious rulers the apostles make four claims of God (a helpful pithy gospel presentation) –
1. He raised Jesus from the dead – a death at human hands 
2. He exalted Jesus to his right hand to give repentance and forgiveness
3. He gave the apostles and Holy Spirit as witnesses of this (ie there’s evidence)
4. God gives his Spirit to those who obey (ie repent, receive) the apostle’s gospel.  
The leaders want to kill the apostles but the logic of Gamaliel stops them, so the apostles are flogged and again told to be silent and released.  Rejoicing for suffering for Jesus, the apostles continued to teach the gospel. ‘According to the logic of Gamaliel, the ongoing growth of the church and its continuation to this day is ample evidence of its divine origin.’ (Cook). It is hopeless to fight against God. 
6:1-7 5:1-11 Church – threats of not speaking the word and of disunity from inside the church
Poor administration of food to widows, exacerbated by long held divisions between believing Jews from a Hebrew-speaking background and those from a Greek-speaking background, threatened to stop the apostles teaching the word. The apostles make it clear their role is to preach and pray, and then they tell the church to sort it out by choosing seven members to do the administration of the food who are ‘full of the Spirit and wisdom’, 6:3. The apostles ordained those chosen – all have Greek names. This is an important example for the necessity of administration in church life that ensures the priority of preaching and prayer is maintained and not eroded by even good things like food for widows. 
The gospel continued to grow with many of the priests obeying the call of the gospel to repent and trust Jesus for the forgiveness of sin. 
6:7 The first of the ‘summary phrases’ that Luke uses to divide Acts reminding us Jesus’ plan of Acts 1:8 is working—phase 1 Jerusalem is being reached. 
[bookmark: _Hlk61789695]In each of the above episodes the young church is attacked in some way, the apostles stay obedient to their calling to preach the gospel and the number of disciples grow. It is necessary for the church to work through these problems for it to grow. 





	ACTS 6:8 – 7:60
8 And Stephen, full of grace and power, was doing great wonders and signs among the people. 9 Then some of those who belonged to the synagogue of the Freedmen (as it was called), and of the Cyrenians, and of the Alexandrians, and of those from Cilicia and Asia, rose up and disputed with Stephen. 10 But they could not withstand the wisdom and the Spirit with which he was speaking. 11 Then they secretly instigated men who said, “We have heard him speak blasphemous words against Moses and God.” 12 And they stirred up the people and the elders and the scribes, and they came upon him and seized him and brought him before the council, 13 and they set up false witnesses who said, “This man never ceases to speak words against this holy place and the law, 14 for we have heard him say that this Jesus of Nazareth will destroy this place and will change the customs that Moses delivered to us.” 15 And gazing at him, all who sat in the council saw that his face was like the face of an angel.
7 And the high priest said, “Are these things so?” 2 And Stephen said:
“Brothers and fathers, hear me. The God of glory appeared to our father Abraham when he was in Mesopotamia, before he lived in Haran, 3 and said to him, ‘Go out from your land and from your kindred and go into the land that I will show you.’ 4 Then he went out from the land of the Chaldeans and lived in Haran. And after his father died, God removed him from there into this land in which you are now living. 5 Yet he gave him no inheritance in it, not even a foot's length, but promised to give it to him as a possession and to his offspring after him, though he had no child. 6 And God spoke to this effect—that his offspring would be sojourners in a land belonging to others, who would enslave them and afflict them for four hundred years. 7 ‘But I will judge the nation that they serve,’ said God, ‘and after that they shall come out and worship me in this place.’ 8 And he gave him the covenant of circumcision. And so Abraham became the father of Isaac, and circumcised him on the eighth day, and Isaac became the father of Jacob, and Jacob of the twelve patriarchs.
9 “And the patriarchs, jealous of Joseph, sold him into Egypt; but God was with him 10 and rescued him out of all his afflictions and gave him favour and wisdom before Pharaoh, king of Egypt, who made him ruler over Egypt and over all his household. 11 Now there came a famine throughout all Egypt and Canaan, and great affliction, and our fathers could find no food. 12 But when Jacob heard that there was grain in Egypt, he sent out our fathers on their first visit. 13 And on the second visit Joseph made himself known to his brothers, and Joseph's family became known to Pharaoh. 14 And Joseph sent and summoned Jacob his father and all his kindred, seventy-five persons in all. 15 And Jacob went down into Egypt, and he died, he and our fathers, 16 and they were carried back to Shechem and laid in the tomb that Abraham had bought for a sum of silver from the sons of Hamor in Shechem.
17 “But as the time of the promise drew near, which God had granted to Abraham, the people increased and multiplied in Egypt 18 until there arose over Egypt another king who did not know Joseph. 19 He dealt shrewdly with our race and forced our fathers to expose their infants, so that they would not be kept alive. 20 At this time Moses was born; and he was beautiful in God's sight. And he was brought up for three months in his father's house, 21 and when he was exposed, Pharaoh's daughter adopted him and brought him up as her own son. 22 And Moses was instructed in all the wisdom of the Egyptians, and he was mighty in his words and deeds.
23 “When he was forty years old, it came into his heart to visit his brothers, the children of Israel. 24 And seeing one of them being wronged, he defended the oppressed man and avenged him by striking down the Egyptian. 25 He supposed that his brothers would understand that God was giving them salvation by his hand, but they did not understand. 26 And on the following day he appeared to them as they were quarrelling and tried to reconcile them, saying, ‘Men, you are brothers. Why do you wrong each other?’ 27 But the man who was wronging his neighbour thrust him aside, saying, ‘Who made you a ruler and a judge over us? 28 Do you want to kill me as you killed the Egyptian yesterday?’ 29 At this retort Moses fled and became an exile in the land of Midian, where he became the father of two sons.
30 “Now when forty years had passed, an angel appeared to him in the wilderness of Mount Sinai, in a flame of fire in a bush. 31 When Moses saw it, he was amazed at the sight, and as he drew near to look, there came the voice of the Lord: 32 ‘I am the God of your fathers, the God of Abraham and of Isaac and of Jacob.’ And Moses trembled and did not dare to look. 33 Then the Lord said to him, ‘Take off the sandals from your feet, for the place where you are standing is holy ground. 34 I have surely seen the affliction of my people who are in Egypt, and have heard their groaning, and I have come down to deliver them. And now come, I will send you to Egypt.’
35 “This Moses, whom they rejected, saying, ‘Who made you a ruler and a judge?’—this man God sent as both ruler and redeemer by the hand of the angel who appeared to him in the bush. 36 This man led them out, performing wonders and signs in Egypt and at the Red Sea and in the wilderness for forty years. 37 This is the Moses who said to the Israelites, ‘God will raise up for you a prophet like me from your brothers.’ 38 This is the one who was in the congregation in the wilderness with the angel who spoke to him at Mount Sinai, and with our fathers. He received living oracles to give to us. 39 Our fathers refused to obey him, but thrust him aside, and in their hearts they turned to Egypt, 40 saying to Aaron, ‘Make for us gods who will go before us. As for this Moses who led us out from the land of Egypt, we do not know what has become of him.’ 41 And they made a calf in those days, and offered a sacrifice to the idol and were rejoicing in the works of their hands. 42 But God turned away and gave them over to worship the host of heaven, as it is written in the book of the prophets:
“‘Did you bring to me slain beasts and sacrifices,
    during the forty years in the wilderness, O house of Israel?
43 You took up the tent of Moloch
    and the star of your god Rephan,
    the images that you made to worship;
and I will send you into exile beyond Babylon.’
44 “Our fathers had the tent of witness in the wilderness, just as he who spoke to Moses directed him to make it, according to the pattern that he had seen. 45 Our fathers in turn brought it in with Joshua when they dispossessed the nations that God drove out before our fathers. So it was until the days of David, 46 who found favour in the sight of God and asked to find a dwelling place for the God of Jacob. 47 But it was Solomon who built a house for him. 48 Yet the Most High does not dwell in houses made by hands, as the prophet says,
49 “‘Heaven is my throne,
    and the earth is my footstool.
What kind of house will you build for me, says the Lord,
    or what is the place of my rest?
50 Did not my hand make all these things?’
51 “You stiff-necked people, uncircumcised in heart and ears, you always resist the Holy Spirit. As your fathers did, so do you. 52 Which of the prophets did your fathers not persecute? And they killed those who announced beforehand the coming of the Righteous One, whom you have now betrayed and murdered, 53 you who received the law as delivered by angels and did not keep it.”
54 Now when they heard these things they were enraged, and they ground their teeth at him. 55 But he, full of the Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. 56 And he said, “Behold, I see the heavens opened, and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God.” 57 But they cried out with a loud voice and stopped their ears and rushed together at him. 58 Then they cast him out of the city and stoned him. And the witnesses laid down their garments at the feet of a young man named Saul. 59 And as they were stoning Stephen, he called out, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60 And falling to his knees he cried out with a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” And when he had said this, he fell asleep.
	ACTS 6:8 – 7:60
This is the beginning of the second major section of Acts. In section 1 the work of the risen Jesus through the Holy Spirit and his eyewitness saw the gospel grow rapidly in Jerusalem – 120 believers became 5000 and even included priests, despite the efforts of the religious rulers to stop the apostles speaking.
In the second section the gospel is on the move – “from Jerusalem to Samaria, from Jew to semi-Jew and then to Gentile, from Jerusalem to Antioch, and from Peter to Paul. Change is a constant for the Christian. The gospel never changes, yet is always on the move, conquering lives wherever it goes. Even through the suffering and pain of its carriers, it continues on in triumph.” (Cook)
· 6:8-8:2 Stephen’s martyrdom  scattering of disciples throughout Judea and Samaria
· 8:4-40 Phillip the evangelist  gospel goes to despised Samaritans and an African eunuch.
· 9:1-31 Conversion of Saul – apostle to the Gentiles
· 10:1-11:18 Conversion of Cornelius the centurion – beginning of Gentile conversions
· 11:19-12:24 Gospel growth and opposition. 
The advance of Jesus’ reign cannot be stopped. “God cannot be boxed into one specific place nor restricted to one specific race or one controlling group.” (Taylor)
Persecution
Stephen’s speech – the first speech given on behalf of Jesus that is by someone who is not an apostle (a chosen eyewitness). Now believers, not just the apostles, are speaking boldly about Jesus. Stephen is like Jesus, the apostles, and Moses before him – full of grace and power and did wonders and signs 6:8; face of an angel as he rose to speak, 6:15. 
Stephen’s hostile audience think he is destroying the religious foundations of Israel. They first tried theological debate (6:10) and when that failed instigated a personal campaign of lies (6:11) and when that failed pursued legal action (6:12) and eventually took matters into their own hands and killed Stephen. Opposition follows the same pattern today. ‘We hold the truth. For the Christian, the best case for truth is made by its clear and open presentation. God is the great evangelist who blesses the clear proclamation of truth.’ (Cook).
The ruling council accuse Stephen of – 
1. Rejecting Moses and the law that came through him 
2. Rejecting the temple and therefore God 
6:14 – “Stephen did say that Jesus will destroy the temple and change the laws. Which of course, in one sense, is absolutely right! Jesus has indeed ended the function of the temple and has changed the role of the law. But Stephen isn’t against them; instead he sees Jesus as having fulfilled them. So their significance will now change dramatically but only because their time is up.” (Beynon)
Stephen addresses his persecutors’ accusation that he rejects Moses in 7:17-43, and the temple in 7:44-50. Using God’s word, Stephen shows that God speaks but his people reject him and his messengers – culminating in the murder of God’s King – Jesus, 7:52. He also shows that God has never been tied to a place and Israel has rejected the true temple – for it is in Jesus that we meet God.
Even though Stephen doesn't actually mention Jesus by name till the very end of the speech, his purpose is to convince them that they must submit to the Spirit’s gospel of Jesus because Jesus is the fulfilment of the Scriptures– 7:51-53. (God’s rescue plan was laid out in advance in the Scriptures- Christianity is public and verifiable unlike other religions which are man-made. So have confidence in the truth of Jesus.) 
7:2-43 Stephen addresses the charge that he blasphemed against Moses and the law. 
7:2-16 The history of God's revelation from Abraham to Joseph and God growing the nation of Israel in Egypt. Note: Joseph was rejected by his people, 7:9-10. 
7:17-37 Israel rejected Moses, the one who God made their ruler and judge, when Moses commenced God’s rescue plan by killing the Egyptian. Moses did many signs and wonders as he rescued God’s people. “The implication is that the prophet like Moses who will come will be similarly rejected – v37.” (Beynon). 
7:38-43 Israel rejected God’s word given by Moses, in doing so, they rejected God and their hearts turned to idols as in slavery in Egypt - making the golden calf to worship (man-made religion). And as Amos shows they continued in idolatry.
Conclusion – By rejecting Jesus, Stephen’s opponents are continuing the history of Israel rejecting Moses and the law even though they speak highly of the law which they do not obey.
7:44-50 Stephen addresses the charge that he blasphemed against God and the temple. 
7:44-47 Again Stephen recounts Israel’s history – God’s presence symbolised in a tabernacle that housed God’s word and moved with God’s people. Eventually Solomon built the temple that David had wanted to build. 
7:48-50 God has never been contained, tied to a place – see Isa 66:1-22 and 2 Chron 6:18ff. “The quote from Isaiah 66 tells us that humans couldn’t build a house for God even if we wanted to. Heaven is His throne and the earth is His footstool. The context of the quote from Isaiah 66 is that of judgment. It speaks of people who offer all the right sacrifices, but whose heart attitude to God is wrong. They have ‘chosen their own way’ (Isaiah 66 v 3 ), rather than being those who ‘are humble and contrite in spirit’ (Isaiah 66 v 2 ).” (Beynon)
7:51-53 Conclusion: Stephen’s opponents are concerned about the temple but they have ‘stiff-necks, uncircumcised hearts and ears’ (v51). Like their fore-fathers, they do not listen or bow before God whose temple it is, and they kill God’s messengers. “The same thing has happened now—but this time it was the Righteous One (the Messiah) who came and spoke the truth. People revealed their true response to God when they betrayed and murdered Him.” (Beynon)
The Persecutors’ Response to Stephen & Stephen’s Response to the Persecutors.
7:54-56 Persecutors’ response: deep rage (7:54) and Stephen stoned to death (7:57-58) when he describes seeing Jesus in power and authority ruling with God – on equal footing with God (7:56). “Stephen’s vision confirms to him and his listeners the rightness of all he has been saying: Jesus has been vindicated as the true Messiah by the Father.” (Beynon) 
7:57-60 - 7:53 cf Luke 23:46 and 7:60 cf Luke 23:34.
“Stephen imitates Jesus in his trust—committing his spirit to Jesus in his death— and in his forgiveness of his executioners. Luke is showing us how Christians should speak the truth of the gospel to people boldly. But Christians must also be willing to suffer as Jesus did and respond to that persecution with trust and forgiveness.” (Beynon) 
“Here is a man who knew his Bible, trusted God, was prepared to forcefully challenge those who rejected Jesus—and yet was quick to forgive. Pray that the Holy Spirit, who was so much at work in Stephen, would be doing a similar work in your life. It may well have risky consequences but somehow I don’t think Stephen is regretting it now.” (Beynon) Stephen’s teaching and martyrdom led to the spread of the gospel.
Paul (Saul) is introduced as a persecutor of the church (7:58, 8:1). 






	ACTS 8
8 And Saul approved of his execution.
And there arose on that day a great persecution against the church in Jerusalem, and they were all scattered throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria, except the apostles. 2 Devout men buried Stephen and made great lamentation over him. 3 But Saul was ravaging the church, and entering house after house, he dragged off men and women and committed them to prison.
4 Now those who were scattered went about preaching the word. 5 Philip went down to the city of Samaria and proclaimed to them the Christ. 6 And the crowds with one accord paid attention to what was being said by Philip when they heard him and saw the signs that he did. 7 For unclean spirits, crying out with a loud voice, came out of many who had them, and many who were paralysed or lame were healed. 8 So there was much joy in that city.
9 But there was a man named Simon, who had previously practised magic in the city and amazed the people of Samaria, saying that he himself was somebody great. 10 They all paid attention to him, from the least to the greatest, saying, “This man is the power of God that is called Great.” 11 And they paid attention to him because for a long time he had amazed them with his magic. 12 But when they believed Philip as he preached good news about the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men and women. 13 Even Simon himself believed, and after being baptized he continued with Philip. And seeing signs and great miracles performed, he was amazed.
14 Now when the apostles at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had received the word of God, they sent to them Peter and John, 15 who came down and prayed for them that they might receive the Holy Spirit, 16 for he had not yet fallen on any of them, but they had only been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 17 Then they laid their hands on them and they received the Holy Spirit. 18 Now when Simon saw that the Spirit was given through the laying on of the apostles' hands, he offered them money, 19 saying, “Give me this power also, so that anyone on whom I lay my hands may receive the Holy Spirit.” 20 But Peter said to him, “May your silver perish with you, because you thought you could obtain the gift of God with money! 21 You have neither part nor lot in this matter, for your heart is not right before God. 22 Repent, therefore, of this wickedness of yours, and pray to the Lord that, if possible, the intent of your heart may be forgiven you. 23 For I see that you are in the gall of bitterness and in the bond of iniquity.” 24 And Simon answered, “Pray for me to the Lord, that nothing of what you have said may come upon me.”
25 Now when they had testified and spoken the word of the Lord, they returned to Jerusalem, preaching the gospel to many villages of the Samaritans.
26 Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Rise and go towards the south to the road that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” This is a desert place. 27 And he rose and went. And there was an Ethiopian, a eunuch, a court official of Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, who was in charge of all her treasure. He had come to Jerusalem to worship 28 and was returning, seated in his chariot, and he was reading the prophet Isaiah. 29 And the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over and join this chariot.” 30 So Philip ran to him and heard him reading Isaiah the prophet and asked, “Do you understand what you are reading?” 31 And he said, “How can I, unless someone guides me?” And he invited Philip to come up and sit with him. 32 Now the passage of the Scripture that he was reading was this:
“Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter
    and like a lamb before its shearer is silent,
    so he opens not his mouth.
33 In his humiliation justice was denied him.
    Who can describe his generation?
For his life is taken away from the earth.”
34 And the eunuch said to Philip, “About whom, I ask you, does the prophet say this, about himself or about someone else?” 35 Then Philip opened his mouth, and beginning with this Scripture he told him the good news about Jesus. 36 And as they were going along the road they came to some water, and the eunuch said, “See, here is water! What prevents me from being baptized?” 38 And he commanded the chariot to stop, and they both went down into the water, Philip and the eunuch, and he baptized him. 39 And when they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord carried Philip away, and the eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way rejoicing. 40 But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he passed through he preached the gospel to all the towns until he came to Caesarea.
	NOTES ON ACTS 8
8:1-4 Stephen is mourned. Persecution increases after he is martyred, including at the hand of Paul (Saul), so believers leave Jerusalem for Judea and Samaria and speak of Jesus there. Acts 1:8 is being fulfilled - the witness to Jesus empowered by the Spirit is spreading beyond Jerusalem. 
8:5-8 Philip, who like Stephen distributed food to widows in 6:5, proclaims Christ in Samaria. His message attracts attention because he is empowered to do signs in this new area of gospel work. Result: joy. 
8:9-13 Simon is an influential religious leader in Samaria with supernatural abilities but when Philip preaches the gospel the Samaritans, and even Simon, submit to Jesus – a new allegiance that is publicly displayed in baptism. “Christian repentance is a turning from sin and a turning to God. … The ‘turning from’ may vary. Here, the people turn away from the flashy and spectacular emptiness offered by Simon and turn to the Lord Jesus and all that is involved in his kingdom (v. 12). The proclamation of Christ and His kingdom is what changes people.” (Cook)
8:14-17 The significance of the gospel going to Samaria is highlighted in two ways - 
“Firstly, the apostles in Jerusalem send Peter and John to confirm this development (8:14). Secondly, Luke records the unprecedented way in which the giving of the Holy Spirit is delayed until the apostles arrive in Samaria. This is very unusual, and serves to emphasize that the gospel has now crossed a most significant barrier. It is as if the risen Christ wants to show, beyond doubt, that the step into Samaria has his approval. He waits until the apostles are there to see for themselves that even the Samaritans (mixed-race Jews) are now receiving the Holy Spirit.” (Bryson Smith) “We will see something similar occur in Acts 10 when the first Gentiles believe the gospel.” (Beynon)
“This is a much debated section of Acts. It has led some to argue that the gift of the Holy Spirit comes as a second step in the Christian life following conversion. The problem with this argument is that virtually everywhere else in Acts people receive the Spirit when they believe. And the rest of the New Testament supports the view that every believer has the Spirit (eg: Romans 8 v 9, 1 Corinthians 12 v 13).
8:18-25 Similar to the Ananias and Sapphira episode in Acts 5, we see that repentance must be genuine. Simon still desires to be influential and wants to be like the apostles in giving the Spirit. He thought he could use Jesus and the Holy Spirit to make money. “Peter is exercising this ministry of authentication and exposure; he is exercising the ministry of keys (Matt. 16:17-20).” (Cook). Simon repents when rebuked by Peter. 
8:26-40 God directs Philip to share the gospel with an Ethiopian who is “an important figure in a foreign government (in fact the term ‘eunuch’ may well refer to his position rather than his genitals). He was probably a proselyte—that is, a semi-convert to Judaism. He is devoted enough to have travelled a long way to go the temple, and keen enough to be reading Isaiah on his journey home. … The Ethiopian comes to faith in Christ and, presumably having heard about baptism, asks to be baptised himself. He follows the same pattern as earlier converts in Acts who repented, believed, were baptised, and joined the new community of God’s people (Acts 2 v 41-47). Philip then disappears but the Ethiopian goes home rejoicing.” (Beynon) 
“The great evangelist of Acts is God Himself. His angel gives Philip his direction. He prepares the Ethiopian, who just happens to be reading the great messianic passage of Isaiah 53. He appoints him to hear the message. He ordains his response (see Acts 11:18). … We ought not to be paralyzed by God’s sovereignty in salvation. God directs, prepares and ordains, but He chooses to bring people to faith through human messengers – ‘faith comes from hearing the message’ (Rom. 10:17).” (Cook)
Jesus is fulfilling His plan Acts 1:8.




	ACTS 9:1-31
9 But Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went to the high priest 2 and asked him for letters to the synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found any belonging to the Way, men or women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem. 3 Now as he went on his way, he approached Damascus, and suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. 4 And falling to the ground he heard a voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me?” 5 And he said, “Who are you, Lord?” And he said, “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. 6 But rise and enter the city, and you will be told what you are to do.” 7 The men who were travelling with him stood speechless, hearing the voice but seeing no one. 8 Saul rose from the ground, and although his eyes were opened, he saw nothing. So they led him by the hand and brought him into Damascus. 9 And for three days he was without sight, and neither ate nor drank.
10 Now there was a disciple at Damascus named Ananias. The Lord said to him in a vision, “Ananias.” And he said, “Here I am, Lord.” 11 And the Lord said to him, “Rise and go to the street called Straight, and at the house of Judas look for a man of Tarsus named Saul, for behold, he is praying, 12 and he has seen in a vision a man named Ananias come in and lay his hands on him so that he might regain his sight.” 13 But Ananias answered, “Lord, I have heard from many about this man, how much evil he has done to your saints at Jerusalem. 14 And here he has authority from the chief priests to bind all who call on your name.” 15 But the Lord said to him, “Go, for he is a chosen instrument of mine to carry my name before the Gentiles and kings and the children of Israel. 16 For I will show him how much he must suffer for the sake of my name.” 17 So Ananias departed and entered the house. And laying his hands on him he said, “Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus who appeared to you on the road by which you came has sent me so that you may regain your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit.” 18 And immediately something like scales fell from his eyes, and he regained his sight. Then he rose and was baptized;19 and taking food, he was strengthened.
For some days he was with the disciples at Damascus. 20 And immediately he proclaimed Jesus in the synagogues, saying, “He is the Son of God.” 21 And all who heard him were amazed and said, “Is not this the man who made havoc in Jerusalem of those who called upon this name? And has he not come here for this purpose, to bring them bound before the chief priests?” 22 But Saul increased all the more in strength, and confounded the Jews who lived in Damascus by proving that Jesus was the Christ.
23 When many days had passed, the Jews plotted to kill him, 24 but their plot became known to Saul. They were watching the gates day and night in order to kill him, 25 but his disciples took him by night and let him down through an opening in the wall, lowering him in a basket.
26 And when he had come to Jerusalem, he attempted to join the disciples. And they were all afraid of him, for they did not believe that he was a disciple. 27 But Barnabas took him and brought him to the apostles and declared to them how on the road he had seen the Lord, who spoke to him, and how at Damascus he had preached boldly in the name of Jesus. 28 So he went in and out among them at Jerusalem, preaching boldly in the name of the Lord. 29 And he spoke and disputed against the Hellenists. But they were seeking to kill him. 30 And when the brothers learned this, they brought him down to Caesarea and sent him off to Tarsus.
31 So the church throughout all Judea and Galilee and Samaria had peace and was being built up. And walking in the fear of the Lord and in the comfort of the Holy Spirit, it multiplied.
	NOTES ON ACTS 9:1-31
Acts 9 begins with Saul leaving Jerusalem intent on persecuting Christians and ends with him being a persecuted Christian. His conversion is a wonderful example of God’s grace, turning an obstinate, proud rebel around to be a devoted follower (if God can do this for Paul, He can do it for anyone!), and of God’s sovereign power to bring his purposes about though whatever means he chooses. The gospel continued to spread, the church was strengthened and grew. 
Paul’s conversion is so important that Luke tells it three times – see also Acts 22:6-21 and 26:12-18. Note Paul is the Greek form of Saul.
9:1-9 Saul continues on his mission to persecute Christ’s followers even beyond Jerusalem. The resurrected Jesus confronts Saul. “Jesus takes the persecution of the followers of the Way personally; to persecute them is to persecute Him. One of Saul’s first lessons is to learn of the solidarity of the believer and Christ.” (Cook) Saul’s conversion was due to the sovereign work and grace of God alone – Saul did not choose Jesus but Jesus reached out and chose Saul.
9:10-19 The Lord prepares the way for the understandably fearful Ananias to meet with Saul. 
Saul’s conversion was exceptional – a blinding light followed by sight restored miraculously, the voice of the resurrected Jesus. These events is not surprising given that Saul’s conversion involved Saul being commissioned by Jesus to be an apostle who would take the gospel to the Gentiles – it was the beginning of worldwide evangelism. 
Saul’s conversion was also typical of every conversion – he was chosen by God for salvation; he met with the person of Jesus which we now do through the words of the apostles who are Christ’s witnesses for us; Paul submitted to Jesus and received the Holy Spirit – he repented and was changed. Like every believer Saul was called to testify to the risen Jesus and to expect to suffer for Christ. Like every believer Saul has a new reverence for God (he prays 9:11), and he has a new relationship with the church (Ananias calls him brother 9:17), a new responsibility to the world to tell of Jesus (9:20ff). 
“The conversion of such a zealous persecutor as Saul provides further evidence for the truth and power of the gospel to save. No one could argue that Saul’s seeing the resurrected Christ was wishful thinking on his part.” (Cook)
9:20-31 Saul goes from persecutor to preacher. And almost immediately Saul suffers for the gospel. 
“The Christians in Jerusalem are understandably cautious—might Saul’s ‘conversion’ be a trap? Barnabas steps in as go-between and, having examined the evidence, Saul is welcomed by the church. What a dramatic change from when he left! And what a difference in activities—Saul is now boldly proclaiming the gospel of Jesus. Saul talks to the Hellenistic (or Grecian) Jews in particular because of the similarity in background, but the opposition strikes up again. Twice in close succession Saul’s life is in danger, and once again the Christians in town help him escape.” (Beynon)
Paul’s witness was:
· Christ-centred – he preached Jesus as the Son of God (v20) and proved Jesus was the Christ (v22)
· He spoke in the power of the Holy Spirit
· His preaching was courageous and bold (vv27-28)
· His witness was costly – he suffering and his life was in danger – 23-24 and 29
9:31 “This is the second of Luke’s summary statements (the first one was back in chapter 6:7). We’ve seen persecution go up a gear, but as a result the gospel has spread beyond Jerusalem. And then we’ve seen the conversion of the chief persecutor to spread that same message.” (Beynon)
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