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STUDY 1
The acts of the apostles risen Christ 
[Leaders notes: 
Key points of this study are:
· Jesus is the central hero of Acts - the risen Lord Jesus is taking his gospel to the end of the earth.
· Luke wrote Luke-Acts so that we can be certain of the truth of Jesus. 
· Disciples of Jesus read Acts to get on board with Jesus’ worldwide mission.

Key applications:
· Throughout the series the applications will focus on practically getting on board with Jesus’ mission. However, this first study will focus on our certainty about the truths of Jesus. Without this certainty - especially that Jesus is the resurrected ruler who is at work in the world saving people and strengthening his church - we won’t  get on board with Jesus’ mission.
· Thinking ahead: For the remainder of the series your group will need to come up with a practical plan to get involved in Jesus’ mission. In Acts we will see that getting on board with Jesus’ mission involves:
a. Praying 
b. Giving time and finances to the spreading of the gospel and the strengthening of the church
c. Speaking of Jesus e.g. inviting an unbeliever to read the bible with you or giving your testimony, putting on an evangelistic event.
In week 2 encourage your group to choose ONE  of these areas as a whole group or individual project and then brainstorm about what practical steps can be  taken over the next six weeks to progress in the chosen area. 

A further note on Study 1: The aim is to have a short study so you can do ‘norming and forming’ in the first week.. If you need to reduce the study further you could reduce reading to Acts 1:1-2, delete question 2, omit the optional extra  and just show the map instead to quickly explain the spread of the gospel.] 

[bookmark: _heading=h.y8kiedrvba]Read Acts 1:1-11
In the first book, O Theophilus, I have dealt with all that Jesus began to do and teach, 2 until the day when he was taken up, after he had given commands through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. 3 He presented himself alive to them after his suffering by many proofs, appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God.

4 And while staying with them he ordered them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the promise of the Father, which, he said, “you heard from me; 5 for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.”

6 So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, will you at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7 He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or seasons that the Father has fixed by his own authority. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” 9 And when he had said these things, as they were looking on, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. 10 And while they were gazing into heaven as he went, behold, two men stood by them in white robes, 11 and said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.”


[bookmark: _heading=h.puoca8723u4x]Introduction

[image: ]  Do you sometimes feel that it would be nice to be caught up in something a bit more spectacular than what your life usually seems to be? 

The book of Acts is a wonderful book, because it helps us to see that when we are followers of Jesus, we actually are caught up in something much bigger than ourselves. As Christians, we are caught up in a worldwide movement that makes anything else you live for pale into insignificance. We are involved in the passing on of a message that has been transforming people’s lives in every single country on the face of this earth for thousands of years. What’s the key to seeing this? Realizing that Acts is a book all about Jesus Christ.” Bryson Smith


Acts is about what Jesus is doing in the world

Read Acts 1:1-3 
In the first book, O Theophilus, I have dealt with all that Jesus began to do and teach, 2 until the day when he was taken up, after he had given commands through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. 3 He presented himself alive to them after his suffering by many proofs, appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God.

In the first book, O Theophilus ...
Acts is the second volume of a two-volume work. The first volume is the Gospel of Luke. Luke was a doctor and he addressed both his volumes to Theophilus – a name meaning God-lover.

1. What did Luke write about in his first book? Acts 1:1-2

2. What is the key fact about Jesus that Luke emphasizes in Acts 1:3?

3. Luke’s first book dealt with all that Jesus began to do and teach until he ascended to heaven. ‘Began’ is a key word in this sentence. What does this word imply that Acts is about?

[Leaders notes: Luke and Acts are two volumes that focus on the same person: Jesus Christ. Luke’s Gospel is about what Jesus began to do and teach before his ascension. Acts is about what he continues to do and teach after his ascension.. Acts is all about the Acts of the risen Jesus. Extra note - the resurrection is key in the presentation of the gospel in Acts. The ascension is the expected consequence of Jesus’ resurrection. The speeches in Acts stress that Jesus is resurrected and is therefore God’s ruler and judge. If you aren’t convinced of the resurrection and that Jesus is the Christ then you will not join in Jesus’ mission. Note - if not doing question 2 reduce reading to Acts 1:1-2.]


Read Acts 1:8 
8 But you [the apostles] will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” 

4. The apostles were Jesus’ chosen eyewitnesses to his life, death and resurrection.  Acts 1:8 records Jesus’ last words to his apostles before he ascended to heaven. From these words what can we expect Acts to be about?

[Leaders notes: how Jesus takes his message of salvation to the end of the earth. Jesus is directing the action. He calls the apostles ‘my’ witnesses. The optional extra goes into more detail. If you aren’t doing optional extra you may like to point out or have a group find Jerusalem, Judea and Samaria and Rome (where Acts ends) on the map that is in Additional Resources at the end of the study or include it in Study 2.]


Optional extra
Acts 1:8 provides the structure for the book. Acts recounts the gospel given by the apostles spreading through: 

· Jerusalem - Acts 1-7
And the word of God continued to increase, and the number of disciples multiplied greatly in Jerusalem. Acts 6:7

· Judea and Samaria - Acts 8-12
4 Now those who were scattered [from Jerusaelm] went about preaching the word. … 31So the church throughout all Judea and Galilee and Samaria had peace and was being built up. And walking in the fear of the Lord and in the comfort of the Holy Spirit, it multiplied. Acts 8:4 … 9:31

· The end of the earth - that is to the Gentile areas even as far as Rome - Acts 13-28
And when the Gentiles heard this, they began rejoicing and glorifying the word of the Lord, and as many as were appointed to eternal life believed. And the word of the Lord was spreading throughout the whole region. Acts 13:48-49

The last verses in Acts - 
He [the apostle Paul] lived there [in Rome] two whole years…proclaiming the kingdom of God and teaching about the Lord Jesus Christ with all boldness and without hindrance. Acts 28:28-31

3a.  How do the above verses show that Acts is all about the work of the risen Jesus?

[Leaders notes: Jesus is at work in the world through his powerful word - through the message of the Apostles. The gospel both saves people to be part of his church and strengthens people in his church. The main character in the book of Acts is not Peter or Paul but Jesus - as he spreads his word (that is the gospel) the church grows numerically and in strength.] 

[bookmark: _heading=h.85omvdp8yk9m]
[bookmark: _heading=h.vg7fvyo1d5p]Why did Luke write Acts?

Acts is more than a history book that looks at the spread of Christianity. Luke wants this history to make a difference to our lives. 

Read Luke 1:1-4 
Inasmuch as many have undertaken to compile a narrative of the things that have been accomplished among us, 2 just as those who from the beginning were eyewitnesses and ministers of the word have delivered them to us, 3 it seemed good to me also, having followed all things closely for some time past, to write an orderly account for you, most excellent Theophilus, 4 that you may have certainty concerning the things you have been taught.

5. Why did Luke write his two volumes? Luke 1:4

6. Why can we be certain of what Luke wrote? Luke 1:2, Acts 1:2-3
[Leaders notes: Why – so readers, God-lovers like Theophilus, would be certain of the truths about Jesus. Evidence – the eyewitnesses ie the apostles. This makes us more certain.]


[bookmark: _heading=h.qidk1dv74px]What are we, Jesus’ disciples, to do?

7. It would be appropriate to call Acts - ‘The Acts of Jesus, by the Spirit, through the Apostles’. 
Acts is all about King Jesus saving people to be his church, by the Spirit, through the message of his eyewitnesses. What are the implications of this for our lives and for our church?

8. Certainty: We are all tempted to doubt the certain truths about Jesus and these doubts can stop us getting on board with Jesus’ mission. Consider: 

· Each of our lives display moments when we are failing to be convinced that Jesus is God’s risen King who is at work in the world bringing people to salvation. Share a specific example from your life. 
· What doubts do you have that Jesus is resurrected, ascended to heaven and working in the world today? OR What are the truth/s about Jesus’ resurrection, ascension and work in the world today that you need to be more certain of? 
· How will being more certain impact your in getting on board with Jesus’ mission?
· What are you going to do this term to become more certain of this truth? OR What do you need to learn to help you communicate these truths to others?

[Leaders: Don’t spend much time on question 7 - hopefully your group will quickly get to the major point of the series - disciples of Jesus will read Acts to get on board with Jesus’ worldwide mission -  we are disciples of Jesus who make disciples of Jesus. The gospel doesn’t stop with us. Spend more time on question 8. Push your group members to take the initiative to follow up on what they need to know and to report back to the group. If the group is confident of the resurrection and/or Jesus’ Kingship then get members to share what evidence has made them confident. In Additional Resources there are practical resources for growing in confidence about the resurrection.]


[bookmark: _heading=h.etrord2ub0i7]Pray 
As we read Acts that we will grow in our confidence that Jesus is the resurrected, risen Lord who is powerfully at work in the world and our lives today and that we trust this truth enough to have it shape our lives. 

[bookmark: _heading=h.byxwxjg8san9]
[bookmark: _heading=h.mz2h989ljkx]Additional Resource
· Acts map
· Acts in a nutshell
· Resurrecting the Gospel
· Evidence for the Resurrection and Jesus’ Kingship



[image: ]
[Leaders notes: Your group can mark - Jerusalem, Judea and Samaria and Rome on this map. You can also use it in later studies to mark the towns the gospel goes to. You can make the map larger.]


[image: ]


[image: ]



SUGGESTED RESOURCES ON THE RESURRECTION AND JESUS’ KINGSHIP

WRITTEN
Three pdf fact sheets on the resurrection are in the leaders folder.

VIDEO
https://bibleproject.com/explore/video/messiah

https://bibleproject.com/explore/video/gospel-kingdom/

AUDIO
Kurt Peters on 1 Corinthians 15:1-9  
A helpful summary of the facts of the resurrection
http://wildstreet.church/bible-talks/2020/12/29/1-corinthians-151-9-hope-in-2021

William Taylor on Matthew 28 
A helpful summary of the facts, meaning and implications of the resurrection.
http://www.sthelens.org.uk/resources/media-library/src/talk/9936/title/the-resurrection-and-the-great-commission

[bookmark: _heading=h.d8ecitbyxx2]STUDY 2
Christ’s messengers
[Leaders notes: 
Key points of this study are:
· How to apply Acts.
· The risen Lord Jesus is taking his gospel to the end of the earth through his apostle’s message empowered by his Holy Spirit.
· The church is to unite in prayer and obeying God’s word - to get on board with Jesus’ worldwide mission.

Key applications:
· In this session  your group will need to come up with a practical plan to get involved in Jesus’ mission. In Acts we will see that getting on board with Jesus’ mission involves:
· Praying 
· Giving time and finances to the spreading of the gospel and the strengthening of the church
· Speaking of Jesus e.g. inviting an unbeliever to read the bible with you or giving your testimony, putting on an evangelistic event.
Encourage your group to choose ONE  of these areas as a whole group or individual project and then brainstorm about what specifically this will look like and what practical steps can be  taken over the next six weeks to progress in the chosen area.] 
[bookmark: _heading=h.d1a6vzrpy9oy]
[bookmark: _heading=h.n5jswcmh6g9q]Read Acts 1:1-26
In the first book, O Theophilus, I have dealt with all that Jesus began to do and teach, 2 until the day when he was taken up, after he had given commands through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. 3 He presented himself alive to them after his suffering by many proofs, appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God.

4 And while staying with them he ordered them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the promise of the Father, which, he said, “you heard from me; 5 for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.”

6 So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, will you at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7 He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or seasons that the Father has fixed by his own authority. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” 9 And when he had said these things, as they were looking on, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. 10 And while they were gazing into heaven as he went, behold, two men stood by them in white robes, 11 and said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.”
12 Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a Sabbath day's journey away. 13 And when they had entered, they went up to the upper room, where they were staying, Peter and John and James and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James the son of Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot and Judas the son of James. 14 All these with one accord were devoting themselves to prayer, together with the women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and his brothers.
15 In those days Peter stood up among the brothers (the company of persons was in all about 120) and said, 16 “Brothers, the Scripture had to be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit spoke beforehand by the mouth of David concerning Judas, who became a guide to those who arrested Jesus. 17 For he was numbered among us and was allotted his share in this ministry.” 18 (Now this man acquired a field with the reward of his wickedness, and falling headlong he burst open in the middle and all his bowels gushed out. 19 And it became known to all the inhabitants of Jerusalem, so that the field was called in their own language Akeldama, that is, Field of Blood.) 20 “For it is written in the Book of Psalms,
“‘May his camp become desolate,
   and let there be no one to dwell in it’;
and
“‘Let another take his office.’
21 So one of the men who have accompanied us during all the time that the Lord Jesus went in and out among us, 22 beginning from the baptism of John until the day when he was taken up from us—one of these men must become with us a witness to his resurrection.” 23 And they put forward two, Joseph called Barsabbas, who was also called Justus, and Matthias. 24 And they prayed and said, “You, Lord, who know the hearts of all, show which one of these two you have chosen 25 to take the place in this ministry and apostleship from which Judas turned aside to go to his own place.” 26 And they cast lots for them, and the lot fell on Matthias, and he was numbered with the eleven apostles.


[bookmark: _heading=h.sa3w3vdl7vto]Recap
Jesus is the central hero of Acts - the risen Lord Jesus is taking his gospel to the end of the earth.
Luke wrote Luke-Acts so that we can be certain of the truth of Jesus and get on board with Jesus’ worldwide mission.


[bookmark: _heading=h.3du5jxcbdnx5]A note on applying Acts to us today
[image: ]Luke’s Gospel is about what Jesus began to do and teach. Acts is about what he continues to do and teach. It will be helpful to bear this in mind during these studies, for it will stop us misapplying the text. For example, in the book of Acts, Luke describes many unusual and extraordinary events, and there is a danger of thinking that these events should also happen to us. We need to realize that Luke may be recording something simply because that’s what happened then, and not necessarily because it’s what should happen for us now. We take this for granted at certain points. For example, in Acts 1 we have just read of Jesus telling his disciples to wait in Jerusalem. Does that mean we are all to fly to Jerusalem and wait for a word from the Lord as well? Of course not—we realize that, in this respect, the apostles are unique. They are specific people in a specific place at a special point of history.

Realizing that Acts is essentially about Jesus will help us to avoid that danger. As we read through Acts, we must keep asking ourselves the question: what are we discovering about the risen Jesus Christ? Bryson Smith


[bookmark: _heading=h.8bf6gww43uc]Jesus’ Apostles

Read Acts 1:4-8 

1. After his resurrection, Jesus tells his apostles that they are going to have an important role in what He will continue to do and teach once he is ascended to heaven. What does Jesus want the apostles to do? 1:4-5 and 8

2. Why do the apostles need the Holy Spirit? 1:8

[Leaders notes: Do - wait for the Holy Spirit and be Christ’s witnesses from Jerusalem to the end of the earth -ie. tell of the events of Christ’s life, death and resurrection and what they mean. Why - The Holy Spirit will give them/their message power - the apostles are weak and they can’t change anyone from rejecting God to accepting God. Recall how apostles fled from Jesus. It is only by Spirit’s power that  their message will be effective. John’s baptism was an external washing but Jesus’ Spirit brings internal transformation. Extra: Their witness to Christ would involve suffering like Jesus. It would not be possible without the power of the Holy Spirit. The apostles knew the resurrected Jesus who defeated sin and death and satan. No wonder they wanted Jesus’ kingdom to come now.]


[bookmark: _heading=h.difrrvrmckyv]An example of how to apply Acts to us today

[image: ]  “It is striking to note that first and foremost verse 8 is not primarily about us - we are not the formal eyewitnesses. It's first and foremost about the apostle’s message, the truth of king Jesus, that will spread unstoppably across the globe. ... You can stand in the way of it but you'll be like a small child before the tsunami. You're never going to stop it … so join in the advance of the gospel.” William Taylor

[bookmark: _heading=h.ca0e2oq1v75w]Jesus’ Ascension

Read Acts 1:9-11
The ‘cloud’ in 1:9 recalls God’s promise of a ruler in Daniel 7:13-14 and Jesus’ transfiguration in Luke 9:28-36. 


Read Daniel 7:13-14
13 “I saw in the night visions,
and behold, with the clouds of heaven
    there came one like a son of man,
and he came to the Ancient of Days
    and was presented before him.
14 And to him was given dominion
    and glory and a kingdom,
that all peoples, nations, and languages
    should serve him;
his dominion is an everlasting dominion,
    which shall not pass away,
and his kingdom one
    that shall not be destroyed.

3. Jesus ascended to heaven as God’s promised eternal ruler. How does Daniel’s picture of Jesus as God’s ruler move you?
[Leaders notes: Jesus is enthroned by God - he is given all rule, over all, for always. Realise the vastness and wonder of his rule. Submit to him, get on board with his mission. The rule we all crave for. Unlike rulers in our world. If you don’t get the wonder of Jesus being king you won’t get on board with his mission]

4. Jesus is physically gone. How are the words of the angels an encouragement to the apostles to get on with Jesus’ plan?  Acts 1:10-11
[Leaders notes: Jesus will return and establish his kingdom. Heaven is not our final destination. That is our holding bay until Jesus’ kingdom is established on earth. This will make suffering in the gospel in the meantime worthwhile. So stop gawking and get on with the advance of the gospel by telling people the gospel given to us.]



[bookmark: _heading=h.p7giy1s9v2ff]Jesus’ Church

5. The apostles obeyed Jesus’ word and waited for the Holy Spirit. What else did they do? 1:14
[Leaders notes: Together the apostles devoted themselves to prayer as a united church.]

6. The apostles obeyed God’s word and chose a replacement for Judas who betrayed Jesus. Why does Peter say  Judas’ replacement must have accompanied the apostles “during all the time that the Lord Jesus went in and out among us”? 1:22
[Leaders notes: the chosen apostle must be a witness to the resurrection.]

[bookmark: _heading=h.ptqq3tr28br5]Jesus’ mission and us

7. One of the big lessons in chapter 1 is that the ongoing work of the risen Christ involves the spreading of his gospel to the ends of the earth (1:8). This is the gospel given to us by the apostles – the eyewitnesses to Jesus’ life, death, resurrection and ascension.

We all fall short in speaking of Jesus to others. One reason we meet together is to get equipped and to spur each other on in speaking of Jesus. 

In Acts we will see that getting on board with Jesus’ mission is costly and involves suffering and sacrifice. Specifically we are to commit ourselves to:

1. Praying 
2. Giving time and finances to the spreading of the gospel and the strengthening of the church
3. Speaking of Jesus e.g. inviting an unbeliever to read the bible with you, giving your testimony, hosting an evangelistic event. 

Which ONE of these areas do you want to grow in this term? (You can choose an area as a group OR each group member can choose an area to work on personally.) Begin brainstorming about what specifically this will look like and what practical steps you can take over the next six weeks to progress in the area you have chosen. 

[Leaders notes: Another option - As God’s people at Wild Street church we are called to join in the advance of the gospel. List all the things we are doing as a church to advance the gospel and share how you personally are advancing the gospel. As a group pray for wisdom as to how you can join in Jesus mission as a group or individually. Next week share ideas.]


STUDY 3
Christ’s message

[Leaders notes: 
Key points of this study are:
· The coming of the Holy Spirit which enables the apostles to speak of the mighty works of God, signifies this is the ‘last days’ - the time to repent and trust Jesus for the forgiveness of sins - before the ‘Day of the Lord’ when God comes in judgement and there is no longer an opportunity to be saved.  
· Jesus’ resurrection shows that he is the promised Christ - God’s king who brings forgiveness and who will rule at God’s right hand over all - so repent.
· Every believer will receive the Spirit and so speak of God’s mighty works in Jesus. The Holy Spirit enables believers to speak of God’s salvation.
· The church is on board with Jesus’ mission - devoted to the apostle’s teaching, prayer, meeting together, and impacting the unbelievers. The risen Lord Jesus is taking his gospel to the end of the earth through his apostle’s message empowered by his Holy Spirit

Key applications:
· In this session  your group will need to  finalise your ‘mission project’ or begin enacting it. 

Note: There are more questions in this study as this is Peter’s first and longest speech. His remaining speeches generally cover the same ground.]



[bookmark: _heading=h.32w6ipm3vkws]


[bookmark: _heading=h.yrgw33ekd0kz]Read Acts 2 
When the day of Pentecost arrived, they were all together in one place. 2 And suddenly there came from heaven a sound like a mighty rushing wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. 3 And divided tongues as of fire appeared to them and rested on each one of them. 4 And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit gave them utterance.
5 Now there were dwelling in Jerusalem Jews, devout men from every nation under heaven. 6 And at this sound the multitude came together, and they were bewildered, because each one was hearing them speak in his own language. 7 And they were amazed and astonished, saying, “Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? 8 And how is it that we hear, each of us in his own native language? 9 Parthians and Medes and Elamites and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10 Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, 11 both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabians—we hear them telling in our own tongues the mighty works of God.” 12 And all were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, “What does this mean?” 13 But others mocking said, “They are filled with new wine.”
14 But Peter, standing with the eleven, lifted up his voice and addressed them: “Men of Judea and all who dwell in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and give ear to my words. 15 For these people are not drunk, as you suppose, since it is only the third hour of the day. 16 But this is what was uttered through the prophet Joel:
17 “‘And in the last days it shall be, God declares,
that I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh,
and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy,
    and your young men shall see visions,
    and your old men shall dream dreams;
18 even on my male servants and female servants
    in those days I will pour out my Spirit, and they shall prophesy.
19 And I will show wonders in the heavens above
    and signs on the earth below,
    blood, and fire, and vapour of smoke;
20 the sun shall be turned to darkness
    and the moon to blood,
    before the day of the Lord comes, the great and magnificent day.
21 And it shall come to pass that everyone who calls upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.’
22 “Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by God with mighty works and wonders and signs that God did through him in your midst, as you yourselves know— 23 this Jesus, delivered up according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the hands of lawless men. 24 God raised him up, loosing the pangs of death, because it was not possible for him to be held by it. 25 For David says concerning him,
“‘I saw the Lord always before me,
    for he is at my right hand that I may not be shaken;
26 therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced;
    my flesh also will dwell in hope.
27 For you will not abandon my soul to Hades,
    or let your Holy One see corruption.
28 You have made known to me the paths of life;
    you will make me full of gladness with your presence.’
29 “Brothers, I may say to you with confidence about the patriarch David that he both died and was buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. 30 Being therefore a prophet, and knowing that God had sworn with an oath to him that he would set one of his descendants on his throne, 31 he foresaw and spoke about the resurrection of the Christ, that he was not abandoned to Hades, nor did his flesh see corruption. 32 This Jesus God raised up, and of that we all are witnesses. 33 Being therefore exalted at the right hand of God, and having received from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, he has poured out this that you yourselves are seeing and hearing. 34 For David did not ascend into the heavens, but he himself says,
“‘The Lord said to my Lord,
Sit at my right hand,
35     until I make your enemies your footstool.’
36 Let all the house of Israel therefore know for certain that God has made him both Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom you crucified.”
37 Now when they heard this they were cut to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?” 38 And Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For the promise is for you and for your children and for all who are far off, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to himself.” 40 And with many other words he bore witness and continued to exhort them, saying, “Save yourselves from this crooked generation.” 41 So those who received his word were baptized, and there were added that day about three thousand souls.
42 And they devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers. 43 And awe came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were being done through the apostles. 44 And all who believed were together and had all things in common. 45 And they were selling their possessions and belongings and distributing the proceeds to all, as any had need. 46 And day by day, attending the temple together and breaking bread in their homes, they received their food with glad and generous hearts, 47 praising God and having favour with all the people. And the Lord added to their number day by day those who were being saved.

[bookmark: _heading=h.cmukejdz3yw7]Recap

The resurrected and ascended Jesus is at work spreading his gospel to the ends of the earth through the witness of his apostles empowered by the Holy Spirit - 1:8. 

[bookmark: _heading=h.1kwux3y1bmiv]The apostles speaking strangely

Read Acts 2:1-13

1. What happened when the apostles were first filled with the Holy Spirit? 2:11
[Leaders notes: the apostles from Galilee speak of Jesus - God’s mighty works -to people in languages from across the known world.]

2. How does this fit with Jesus’ mission briefing back in 1:8?
[Leaders notes: this is the Spirit empowered witness of the apostles to all nations.]


[image: ] “On that first Pentecost feast after Jesus’ resurrection, the apostles are certainly doing some strange things: even speaking in different languages that they’re not meant to know! However, the key issue is not whether we should do what the apostles did—the key issue is what we discover about the risen Christ. In fact, we discover something of enormous importance about Jesus.” Bryson Smith


The apostles speaking clearly

Read Acts 2:14-21

Before Jesus came, God spoke of his mighty works through select individuals who were filled with his Spirit - eg. Moses and prophets. But in Acts 2, the apostles - described by the religious rulers as ‘uneducated, common men’ in 4:13 - are filled with God’s Spirit and are speaking of God’s mighty works! Peter quotes from the Old Testament prophet Joel to explain why this is the case. Joel refers to two time frames - ‘the last days’ in 2:17 and the ‘day of the Lord’ in 2:20. 

3. What makes the ‘last days’ different to Old Testament times? 2:17-18

4. After the last days ‘the day of the Lord’ will come when God will punish all sin. What is our only hope for that day? 2:21. 

[Leaders notes: “In the Old Testament through Joel God says the ‘last days’ are when God pours out his Spirit on all believers whether old, young, male and female, servants – ie, every believer will be able to speak about God and what he has done. Prior to the ‘last days’, God communicated from time to time through dreams, visions and words of prophecy to select individuals like Joel. When Joel says God will pour out his Spirit and all his children will ‘dream dreams’ or ‘have visions’ he is anticipating a day when every believer will be able to speak the gospel with confidence and certainty. Peter says we are now living in the last days because every one of these 120 people are speaking of the saving work of Jesus Christ- 2:12. Signs of the Spirit aren’t dreams and visions, speaking unintelligibly, warm feelings – it is speaking of God’s salvation.
2:19-20 The ‘day of the Lord’ (judgment day) comes after ‘the last days’. God will judge all sin and the exalted Jesus will be recognized by all - even those who reject him. This day will be preceded by mighty signs and supernatural wonders which Peter says have taken place in Jesus Christ in his life, death and resurrection. (God is right to judge his creation – we all cry out for justice.)
The summons of the gospel - call on the Lord for salvation.  We all need saving from God and his judgment (more than from covid etc). ‘Calling on the name of the Lord’ (repent) is the only way to be safe on judgement day. Peter summons people to repent:
·        2:21 ‘everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.’
·        2:36-38 ‘know for certain that God has made him Lord and Christ this Jesus whom you crucified’. Response: they're cut to the heart and ask what shall we do? Peter replies, ‘repent and be baptized’.
Christianity is a summons to call on God for salvation. It's not primarily about being a better person, improving your life chances, giving God a helping hand, or religious knowledge, or getting a new social set.” William Taylor
“The apostle Peter explains that the apostles are acting strangely so as to signal that “the last days” have arrived (2:17). In other words, the clock is now running and God’s judgement is coming. The “great and magnificent” day of the Lord is approaching (2:20)—the day when God will judge and punish all sin. The good news is that in these last days people can escape God’s judgement by calling on the name of the Lord (2:21).” Bryson Smith

You may like to get your group to come up with a timeline eg. 


Old Testament			The last days			The Day of the Lord
	Creation until Jesus			Pentecost until Judgement Day		Judgement Day

God spoke of his mighty	works by his	God speaks of his mighty works 		God will speak his final judgement	
	Spirit through select individuals eg. Joel	by his Spirit through all believers
	
Read Acts 2:22-36

Option one
5. Peter tells the crowd some crucial things about Jesus. He backs up his claims with what he witnessed and with the promises God made to the great King David in the Old Testament. 

· What events did Peter witness? Consider what men did to Jesus and what God did in 2:22-24.
· Why is Jesus’ resurrection significant? 2:25-35
· What does Peter conclude in 2:36. Rewrite this verse in your own words.

[Leaders notes: Peter witnessed Jesus resurrected - this means that Jesus is God’s promised Christ - God’s king who saves people from God’s judgement for their sins and who defeats God’s enemies. Even though we killed Jesus, God made Jesus our glorious ruler and saviour.

“The bad news for the people of Jerusalem is that the Lord they’re meant to be calling on for salvation from God’s judgement is actually the man they killed a couple of months back (2:36)!

Jesus has shown himself to be the Lord by rising from the dead. Peter says that God predicted it (2:25-31) and he himself has seen the risen Christ (2:32). This Jesus whom they crucified is therefore both Lord and Christ. They need to call on him for help before it is too late! Bryson Smith]


OR

Option two
We can get lost in the detail of this passage but Peter makes his conclusion very clear - “God has made Jesus both Lord and Christ” - 2:36. In other words, Peter’s speech is showing that Jesus is the King that God promised in the Old Testament who would save people from God’s judgement, defeat those opposed to God and reign forever. Peter provides his evidence for this enormous claim about Jesus in two parts - 

Part 1: In 2:22-24, Peter recounts the events he witnessed (see also 2:32). 

	5a. What did men do to Jesus and what did God do? 2:22-24?
	[Leaders notes: we killed Jesus, God resurrected him]


Part 2: In 2:25-36, Peter explains how these events demonstrate that Jesus is God’s promised King. God told King David that His promised eternal saviour-king would rise physically from death to rule forever at God’s right hand - see Acts 2:25-28, which quotes Psalm 16 and Acts 2:34-35, which quotes Psalm 110.

Jesus is the one that God resurrected, therefore Jesus is God’s promised King, the Lord and Christ - Acts 2:30-33. 

	5b. Rewrite Peter’s punchline in 2:36 in your own words.
	[Even though we killed Jesus, God made Jesus our glorious ruler and saviour - amazing! See leaders notes above for more detail.]
	
       
(Note: God’s promises can not have been fulfilled in King David - he is dead and buried - 2:29.)




Jesus’ mission and us

Read Acts 2:37-47

6. Peter’s speech cuts the crowd to the heart. Why do Peter’s words do this?
[Leaders notes: you can answer this question on many levels. The crowd understood that “Jesus’ death and resurrection have ushered in the last days. Now is the time to call on Jesus for help, before it is too late. Now is the time to warn and plead with others, before it is too late.” Bryson Smith
That the crowd saw the urgency of this message is clearly a work of Jesus through his Spirit and the apostle’s message. The display of the Holy Spirit’s power is God’s people speaking of the mighty works of God and convicting the hearers of the truth. God’s word - given in the Old Testament and by the apostles in the New Testament is convicting.]

7. Peter’s calls on the crowd to repent and be baptised in Jesus’ name. In other words, they are to turn around from rejecting King Jesus and instead submit to King Jesus. What does Peter say will happen when they do this? 2:38
[Leaders notes: Those who repent and submit to Jesus receive the gifts of forgiveness and  the Holy Spirit]

8. Christ doesn’t just save people. He saves them to be part of his church - to be devoted to the apostles’ teaching and to meeting together to eat, pray and love (2:42-47). As the early church spoke and embodied the gospel they impacted those who did not know Jesus. What did Jesus do as they did that? 2:47

9. We are those with the Holy Spirit. What are the implications of this for our lives and our church? 2:17-18 and 38 
[Leaders notes: Jesus is the resurrected exalted King who has poured out his Spirit on those who submit to him. These are the last days in which people can receive salvation before the judgement day comes.. Now is the time for all believers to tell others of Jesus. 
“This emphasizes the importance of Jesus’ mission plan (1:8). No wonder it’s important for the news of Jesus to be spread in Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria and to the ends of the earth. Jesus’ death and resurrection have ushered in the last days. Now is the time to call on Jesus for help, before it is too late. Now is the time to warn and plead with others, before it is too late.” Bryson Smith]


[image: ] “Today the youngest child in your Sunday school speaking the words of the mighty works of God is a prophet proclaiming Jesus just as any preacher in his pulpit. And you, if you've turned to the Lord Jesus, you have the Holy Spirit and you are able to speak the mighty works of God.  … This is the power of the Holy Spirit (1:8). Signs of the Spirit aren’t dreams and visions, speaking unintelligibly, soft breezes or 
warm feelings – it is speaking of God’s salvation.” William Taylor


10. Work on your group’s mission project. 
[Leaders notes: You may like to consider - What progress has happened with your group’s plan to get on board with Jesus’ mission? What are the obstacles that are slowing down your progress? or What are the next steps.]



STUDY 4
[bookmark: _heading=h.cljlfs1bogd0]Christ accepted and rejected 
[bookmark: _heading=h.enj34h1z9fsr][Leaders notes: 
Key points of this study are:
· Jesus is at work in the world offering salvation. The healing of the lame man is a picture of the salvation Jesus offers and authenticates the apostles as those with Jesus’ gospel.. The apostles explain the miracle in terms of the gospel and the response of repentance. 
· Many reject the message of Jesus and oppose his followers just as they did Jesus. The appropriate response is to continue to speak of Jesus and to pray. 

Key applications:
· Continue to work on your ‘mission project’.
· You may like to have a longer time for prayer in line with the church’s prayer in 4:24ff.]

Acts 3:1 - 4:31
3 Now Peter and John were going up to the temple at the hour of prayer, the ninth hour. 2 And a man lame from birth was being carried, whom they laid daily at the gate of the temple that is called the Beautiful Gate to ask alms of those entering the temple. 3 Seeing Peter and John about to go into the temple, he asked to receive alms. 4 And Peter directed his gaze at him, as did John, and said, “Look at us.” 5 And he fixed his attention on them, expecting to receive something from them. 6 But Peter said, “I have no silver and gold, but what I do have I give to you. In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, rise up and walk!” 7 And he took him by the right hand and raised him up, and immediately his feet and ankles were made strong. 8 And leaping up he stood and began to walk, and entered the temple with them, walking and leaping and praising God. 9 And all the people saw him walking and praising God, 10 and recognized him as the one who sat at the Beautiful Gate of the temple, asking for alms. And they were filled with wonder and amazement at what had happened to him.
11 While he clung to Peter and John, all the people, utterly astounded, ran together to them in the portico called Solomon's. 12 And when Peter saw it he addressed the people: “Men of Israel, why do you wonder at this, or why do you stare at us, as though by our own power or piety we have made him walk? 13 The God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, the God of our fathers, glorified his servant Jesus, whom you delivered over and denied in the presence of Pilate, when he had decided to release him. 14 But you denied the Holy and Righteous One, and asked for a murderer to be granted to you, 15 and you killed the Author of life, whom God raised from the dead. To this we are witnesses. 16 And his name—by faith in his name—has made this man strong whom you see and know, and the faith that is through Jesus has given the man this perfect health in the presence of you all.
17 “And now, brothers, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did also your rulers. 18 But what God foretold by the mouth of all the prophets, that his Christ would suffer, he thus fulfilled. 19 Repent therefore, and turn again, that your sins may be blotted out, 20 that times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord, and that he may send the Christ appointed for you, Jesus, 21 whom heaven must receive until the time for restoring all the things about which God spoke by the mouth of his holy prophets long ago. 22 Moses said, ‘The Lord God will raise up for you a prophet like me from your brothers. You shall listen to him in whatever he tells you. 23 And it shall be that every soul who does not listen to that prophet shall be destroyed from the people.’ 24 And all the prophets who have spoken, from Samuel and those who came after him, also proclaimed these days. 25 You are the sons of the prophets and of the covenant that God made with your fathers, saying to Abraham, ‘And in your offspring shall all the families of the earth be blessed.’ 26 God, having raised up his servant, sent him to you first, to bless you by turning every one of you from your wickedness.”
4 And as they were speaking to the people, the priests and the captain of the temple and the Sadducees came upon them, 2 greatly annoyed because they were teaching the people and proclaiming in Jesus the resurrection from the dead. 3 And they arrested them and put them in custody until the next day, for it was already evening. 4 But many of those who had heard the word believed, and the number of the men came to about five thousand.
5 On the next day their rulers and elders and scribes gathered together in Jerusalem, 6 with Annas the high priest and Caiaphas and John and Alexander, and all who were of the high-priestly family. 7 And when they had set them in the midst, they enquired, “By what power or by what name did you do this?” 8 Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of the people and elders, 9 if we are being examined today concerning a good deed done to a crippled man, by what means this man has been healed, 10 let it be known to all of you and to all the people of Israel that by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead—by him this man is standing before you well. 11 This Jesus is the stone that was rejected by you, the builders, which has become the cornerstone. 12 And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved.”
13 Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and perceived that they were uneducated, common men, they were astonished. And they recognized that they had been with Jesus. 14 But seeing the man who was healed standing beside them, they had nothing to say in opposition. 15 But when they had commanded them to leave the council, they conferred with one another, 16 saying, “What shall we do with these men? For that a notable sign has been performed through them is evident to all the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and we cannot deny it. 17 But in order that it may spread no further among the people, let us warn them to speak no more to anyone in this name.” 18 So they called them and charged them not to speak or teach at all in the name of Jesus. 19 But Peter and John answered them, “Whether it is right in the sight of God to listen to you rather than to God, you must judge, 20 for we cannot but speak of what we have seen and heard.” 21 And when they had further threatened them, they let them go, finding no way to punish them, because of the people, for all were praising God for what had happened. 22 For the man on whom this sign of healing was performed was more than forty years old.
23 When they were released, they went to their friends and reported what the chief priests and the elders had said to them. 24 And when they heard it, they lifted their voices together to God and said, “Sovereign Lord, who made the heaven and the earth and the sea and everything in them, 25 who through the mouth of our father David, your servant, said by the Holy Spirit,
“‘Why did the Gentiles rage,
    and the peoples plot in vain?
26 The kings of the earth set themselves,
    and the rulers were gathered together,
    against the Lord and against his Anointed’—
27 for truly in this city there were gathered together against your holy servant Jesus, whom you anointed, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, along with the Gentiles and the peoples of Israel, 28 to do whatever your hand and your plan had predestined to take place. 29 And now, Lord, look upon their threats and grant to your servants to continue to speak your word with all boldness, 30 while you stretch out your hand to heal, and signs and wonders are performed through the name of your holy servant Jesus.” 31 And when they had prayed, the place in which they were gathered together was shaken, and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and continued to speak the word of God with boldness.



Recap
Now is the time of salvation. Now is the time to take up God’s offer of salvation and submit to Jesus who has brought us forgiveness and relationship with God through his death and resurrection as God’s king. Now is the time to share the good news with others - when the day of judgement comes it will be too late. 

A remarkable miracle
Read Acts 3
1. Where does this miracle take place and who does it involve? 3:2 and 6
[Leaders notes: Where: The lame man is just outside the temple – at the gate where people enter the temple – 3:2. Who: involves a man lame from birth, Peter and John and Jesus – ‘in the name of Jesus’ -  ie Jesus is present, at work in the world, though not visible – 3:6.]

2. What does the man do after being healed? Note especially where he goes. 3:8-9
[Leaders notes: The man walks – 3x Luke says he walks – and he walks inside the temple.]

3. How is the healing of the lame man a picture of calling on Jesus for our salvation?
[Leaders notes: “The healing of the crippled beggar receives more attention than any other healing in the book of Acts. That’s deliberate, because this healing provides us with a picture of what happens when someone calls on the name of Jesus for help. The chapter opens with the beggar outside the temple, ceremonially unclean. Following his healing, the beggar enters the temple, praising God. It’s a wonderful picture of what Jesus can achieve in these last days. A person who was unacceptable is made acceptable. Now he can enter the intimacy of God’s presence for the first time in his life—and all by the power of Jesus’ name. It’s a miracle that symbolizes the gospel.” That’s certainly what Peter wants the crowds to understand. He takes the opportunity to explain again the importance of Jesus. In a speech very similar to his Pentecost speech, Peter urges the Jews to turn their lives over to Jesus before it’s too late (3:19-20). Bryson Smith]


The scene that follows this miracle is very similar to that which followed the events of Pentecost in Acts 2. Peter uses an extraordinary event as an opportunity to witness about Jesus.

4. What truths about Jesus does Peter mention? 3:11-16
[Leaders notes: 
• Jesus, not apostles, who healed the man, 3:11, 16. (The apostle’s role is eyewitness to Jesus, 3:15.) 
• Makes clear who Jesus is - servant, holy, righteous, author of life, fulfilment of Scriptures. 
• Contrasts the Jew’s treatment of Jesus (disowned & killed him) with God’s treatment of Jesus (glorified & raised him), 3:13-15.
• God has fulfilled his promises in Jesus - Jesus is God’s appointed Christ (King) and so the one who brings forgiveness (‘sins wiped out’), new spiritual life (‘times of refreshing’) and, eventually, the new creation (‘restore everything’).

Note - you may like to work quickly through this speech as it repeats much of Peter’s previous speech.]


5. What response does Peter call on the crowd to make? 3:17-26, especially verse 19.
	[Leaders notes: Peter calls the Jews to repent, 3:17-26. Their wickedness – killed Jesus, do not listen to Jesus as Moses told them to 3:22. But forgiveness is on offer so repent or be condemned. The resurrection reverses God’s judgement bringing outcasts into the temple.]

A remarkable confrontation
Read Acts 4:1-22.

6. The religious rulers cannot deny the miracle - 4:16. So why do they arrest Peter and John? 4:1-2.
[Leaders notes- they object to the apostles teaching on Jesus’ resurrection.]



[image: ]  Peter and John’s conviction of the importance of Jesus shines out in their confrontation with the Jewish leaders. This confrontation must have been very scary for them. They are in the very spot where Jesus had stood not long before. They are standing trial in the room in which Jesus probably stood trial, before the men who condemned Jesus to death, arrested for much the same reasons. The authorities don’t like the claims about Jesus. Peter and John must have been thinking that it was their turn now to face death. This is what makes their speech so remarkable. It is a speech of courage, born out of the conviction that it is vitally important for people to hear about Jesus (4:8-12). Bryson Smith

7. How do Peter and John react to their arrest?


A remarkable prayer
[bookmark: _heading=h.qzgo1h6azc84]Read Acts 4:23-31.
8. What do the believers pray? In what way is this surprising?
[Leaders notes: The church responds to opposition with prayer. Praying the Scriptures, they remind themselves who God is (Sovereign, creator) and that opposing Jesus is in vain (Psalm 2). God is sovereign AND people are responsible for their actions. The church is to speak the gospel and so ‘… they do not pray for safety, but for bold speech (v. 29) and accredited speech (v. 30).’ [Cook]. They ask for more of what God is already doing. Their prayer is answered. Filled with the Spirit (not a new baptising but an ongoing submitting of all of life to God’s Spirit) they continued to speak the gospel.] 



Jesus’ mission and us
Continue to work on your mission project and pray in the light of 4:23-31.


STUDY 5
Christ’s Church
[bookmark: _heading=h.3jtqgdd4k8vz][Leaders notes:

Key points of this study are:
The risen ruling Christ is at work in the world today for his church. We are to respond by fearing Christ. - to ‘obey God rather than men’ 5:29.
In each of the episodes in today’s passage the young church is threatened by the actions of people inside and outside of the church. In each episode we see Christ is at work so that his followers fear him – sin is addressed and the church remains obedient to their calling to preach the gospel. As a result, the church grows despite opposition.
[bookmark: _heading=h.g5ol7vm6zvqf]·        We are to expect opposition to the ongoing work of Jesus both inside and outside the church, due our sinfulness and Satan being at work.
[bookmark: _heading=h.q24g08mvohn7]·        We are to fear Jesus, that is, we stay obedient to the call to speak the gospel even in the face of opposition and to deal with sin in the church --‘to obey God rather than men’ – 5:29 (and 4:19). We won’t fear Jesus unless we comprehend that he is the risen ruler.  (Note in the passage the repetition of fear of the Lord/God; examples of people in fear; or people lacking fear eg Ananais and Sapphira lie.)
[bookmark: _heading=h.5bxsgxit5n14]·        Be assured no matter what attacks are thrown at the church the Word will continue to grow.
Key applications:
·        Consider how fearing the Lord shapes our attitude to Christ’s church and to proclaiming Christ. You may like to consider how fearing the Lord encourages you in your mission project or affects the way we treat other Christians, how we handle temptation, our attitude to church, how we handle persecution, our faithfulness in speaking the gospel.
·        Continue to work on your ‘mission project’.
Note – remember to read the ACTS NOTES document for more detailed leading notes.]
[bookmark: _heading=h.bfb6wbxk1qss]Acts 4:32-6:7
4 32 Now the full number of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one said that any of the things that belonged to him was his own, but they had everything in common. 33 And with great power the apostles were giving their testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them all. 34 There was not a needy person among them, for as many as were owners of lands or houses sold them and brought the proceeds of what was sold 35 and laid it at the apostles' feet, and it was distributed to each as any had need. 36 Thus Joseph, who was also called by the apostles Barnabas (which means son of encouragement), a Levite, a native of Cyprus, 37 sold a field that belonged to him and brought the money and laid it at the apostles' feet.
5 But a man named Ananias, with his wife Sapphira, sold a piece of property, 2 and with his wife's knowledge he kept back for himself some of the proceeds and brought only a part of it and laid it at the apostles' feet. 3 But Peter said, “Ananias, why has Satan filled your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit and to keep back for yourself part of the proceeds of the land? 4 While it remained unsold, did it not remain your own? And after it was sold, was it not at your disposal? Why is it that you have contrived this deed in your heart? You have not lied to men but to God.” 5 When Ananias heard these words, he fell down and breathed his last. And great fear came upon all who heard of it. 6 The young men rose and wrapped him up and carried him out and buried him.
7 After an interval of about three hours his wife came in, not knowing what had happened. 8 And Peter said to her, “Tell me whether you sold the land for so much.” And she said, “Yes, for so much.” 9 But Peter said to her, “How is it that you have agreed together to test the Spirit of the Lord? Behold, the feet of those who have buried your husband are at the door, and they will carry you out.”10 Immediately she fell down at his feet and breathed her last. When the young men came in they found her dead, and they carried her out and buried her beside her husband. 11 And great fear came upon the whole church and upon all who heard of these things.
12 Now many signs and wonders were regularly done among the people by the hands of the apostles. And they were all together in Solomon's Portico. 13 None of the rest dared join them, but the people held them in high esteem. 14 And more than ever believers were added to the Lord, multitudes of both men and women, 15 so that they even carried out the sick into the streets and laid them on cots and mats, that as Peter came by at least his shadow might fall on some of them. 16 The people also gathered from the towns round Jerusalem, bringing the sick and those afflicted with unclean spirits, and they were all healed.
17 But the high priest rose up, and all who were with him (that is, the party of the Sadducees), and filled with jealousy 18 they arrested the apostles and put them in the public prison. 19 But during the night an angel of the Lord opened the prison doors and brought them out, and said, 20 “Go and stand in the temple and speak to the people all the words of this Life.” 21 And when they heard this, they entered the temple at daybreak and began to teach.
Now when the high priest came, and those who were with him, they called together the council and all the senate of the people of Israel and sent to the prison to have them brought. 22 But when the officers came, they did not find them in the prison, so they returned and reported, 23 “We found the prison securely locked and the guards standing at the doors, but when we opened them we found no one inside.” 24 Now when the captain of the temple and the chief priests heard these words, they were greatly perplexed about them, wondering what this would come to. 25 And someone came and told them, “Look! The men whom you put in prison are standing in the temple and teaching the people.” 26 Then the captain with the officers went and brought them, but not by force, for they were afraid of being stoned by the people.
27 And when they had brought them, they set them before the council. And the high priest questioned them 28 saying, “We strictly charged you not to teach in this name, yet here you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching, and you intend to bring this man's blood upon us.” 29 But Peter and the apostles answered, “We must obey God rather than men. 30 The God of our fathers raised Jesus, whom you killed by hanging him on a tree. 31 God exalted him at his right hand as Leader and Saviour, to give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins. 32 And we are witnesses to these things, and so is the Holy Spirit, whom God has given to those who obey him.”
33 When they heard this, they were enraged and wanted to kill them. 34 But a Pharisee in the council named Gamaliel, a teacher of the law held in honour by all the people, stood up and gave orders to put the men outside for a little while. 35 And he said to them, “Men of Israel, take care what you are about to do with these men. 36 For before these days Theudas rose up, claiming to be somebody, and a number of men, about four hundred, joined him. He was killed, and all who followed him were dispersed and came to nothing. 37 After him Judas the Galilean rose up in the days of the census and drew away some of the people after him. He too perished, and all who followed him were scattered. 38 So in the present case I tell you, keep away from these men and let them alone, for if this plan or this undertaking is of man, it will fail; 39 but if it is of God, you will not be able to overthrow them. You might even be found opposing God!” So they took his advice, 40 and when they had called in the apostles, they beat them and charged them not to speak in the name of Jesus, and let them go. 41 Then they left the presence of the council, rejoicing that they were counted worthy to suffer dishonour for the name. 42 And every day, in the temple and from house to house, they did not cease teaching and preaching Jesus as the Christ.
6 Now in these days when the disciples were increasing in number, a complaint by the Hellenists arose against the Hebrews because their widows were being neglected in the daily distribution. 2 And the twelve summoned the full number of the disciples and said, “It is not right that we should give up preaching the word of God to serve tables. 3 Therefore, brothers, pick out from among you seven men of good repute, full of the Spirit and of wisdom, whom we will appoint to this duty. 4 But we will devote ourselves to prayer and to the ministry of the word.” 5 And what they said pleased the whole gathering, and they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit, and Philip, and Prochorus, and Nicanor, and Timon, and Parmenas, and Nicolaus, a proselyte of Antioch. 6 These they set before the apostles, and they prayed and laid their hands on them.
7 And the word of God continued to increase, and the number of the disciples multiplied greatly in Jerusalem, and a great many of the priests b
ecame obedient to the faith.
Recap
Stepping back and looking at the big picture of Acts we see a clear pattern emerging –
The apostles perform miracles, the gospel is preached, Christ’s church grows, opposition increases, the gospel is preached, Christ’s church grows, opposition increases … 
Last week we saw there is no middle ground – the only responses to Christ’s gospel is to either accept it or reject it.
Today’s big questions: How does Christ deal with the opposition and obstacles that the church faces both internally and externally? How are we to respond?
[Leaders notes – apostle’s miracles are speaking in languages Ch 2, healing the lame man Ch 3, signs and wonders Ch 4. Each miracle is the work of Jesus, draws an audience and is explained in terms of Christ’s death and resurrection. Each time the gospel is preached the church grows and opposition increases. As the study goes on the answer to today’s big question is to fear Jesus – continue to speak the gospel even in the face of opposition and deal with sin in the church.]
[bookmark: _heading=h.wqxbtjkctut0]Christ’s Church
Read Acts 4:32-37 
1.  	How is Christ at work in the church? 4:33
2.  	What is the outcome?
[Leaders notes – Christ is at work in power and grace. The gospel of his resurrection – the news that Jesus is God’s king who died and rose again so that our sins are forgiven and we can now be members of his church – is powerful and full of grace. It brings about:
·        4:32 Unity which was expressed in generosity to one another. Capture the wonder of this.  Sinners now living in harmony and giving sacrificially to one another.
·        4:33 The continued preaching of the gospel (the message of what the apostle’s witness) – to those inside and outside the church as have seen previously in Acts.

This is all possible because of Christ’s power and grace was upon them, that is, Christ’s church hears and obeys the gospel which produces personal transformation eg. Barnabas.]
[bookmark: _heading=h.j5b2r0xvgpxx]Christ’s Church – trouble within
Read Acts 5:1-11
In contrast to Barnabas, Ananias and Sapphira make a show of being generous while actually keeping the money for themselves. They are not fearfully devoted to Jesus. Their deception was a Satan-inspired lie, a testing of the Holy Spirit, 5:3 & 9. 
3.  	How is Christ at work in the church?
[Leaders notes: Christ cares too much for his church to allow sin to reign. God mercifully takes sin seriously in the church (recall Achan in Joshua 7). Their judgement was instantaneous. Jesus died so our sins are forgiven. Sin has no place in our lives, in the church. We submit to Jesus and serve him – recall Ps 2 quoted in last week’s passage – see Psalm 2:11.]

4.  	What is the outcome? 5:5 and 11
[Leaders notes – Great fear. This raises the question ‘do we appropriately fear Christ?’ Do we take our devotion to Christ seriously? Do we address our sin? Are we struck with awe that Jesus is the risen Christ who is at work in our lives, in the church today – addressing our sin.  In the rest of the study, we see the apostle’s example of what it is to fear the Lord. Not surprisingly it involves speaking of Jesus and his gospel and addressing sin.] 
[bookmark: _heading=h.wa00aoqvv5mx]Christ’s Church – trouble without
Read Acts 5:12-42 
The apostles continue to perform signs and wonders and witness to the gospel (5:12).
People continue to respond by either accepting or rejecting the gospel (5:13-14) and the intensity of the opposition increases – a wider group of Israel’s leadership in jealousy seek to silence the apostles by imprisoning them, (5:17-18). 
5.  	How is Christ at work in the church in the midst of opposition that seeks to silence the gospel? 5:19-21.
[Leaders notes: Jesus continues to clear the way for the preaching of the gospel – the jail is opened by an angel of the Lord who tells the apostles to keep teaching the gospel publicly. We are to expect that some people will accept the gospel – that it will continue to grow, and we are to expect that some people will reject the gospel and persecution may intensify. But the gospel cannot be stopped. Christ is greater than his opponents.]
6.  	The apostles respond to the opposition by fearing the Lord – they obey God rather than men (5:29). What does obeying God involve? Consider:
·        5:30-32
·        5:40-41
·        5:42
[Leaders notes: The apostles show us what it is to fear God – to obey God rather than men – 5:29. In the face of opposition they continue to preach the gospel 5:30-32, they rejoice that they suffer for Christ 5:40-41, and they continue to preach the gospel 5:42.] 
[bookmark: _heading=h.bfmof7lsdcis]Christ’s Church – trouble within again
Read Acts 6:1-7
There is more trouble in the church. The poor administration of food to widows is giving rise to division and complaining.
 7.    What is put at risk by division in the church? 6:2, 4
[Leaders notes: The poor administration of food to widows causes divisions that threatened to stop the apostles teaching the word. The apostles make it clear their role is to preach and pray. The solution is delegation and good administration that enables the gospel to be preached as the church’s first priority. The apostles ordain seven godly members that are chosen by the church to make sure that all the widows are being equally cared for. Note the seven chosen all have Greek names. This is an important example for the necessity of administration in church life that ensures the priority of preaching and prayer is maintained and not eroded by even good things like food for widows. The danger is that the apostles will be pressured to stop doing the best thing for the sake of doing a good thing. They have been commissioned by God to testify about Christ (1:8), but now the danger is that they’ll be distracted from this task (6:2). It is necessary for the church to work through these problems for it to grow.] 
8.  	What happens as the apostles continue to preach and pray?
[Leaders notes: The gospel continues to grow. Surprisingly many of the priests, despite the opposition of the religious rulers, obey the call of the gospel to repent and trust Jesus for the forgiveness of sin – c.f. 5:13
6:7 The first of the ‘summary phrases’ that Luke uses to divide Acts reminding us Jesus’ plan of Acts 1:8 is working—phase 1 Jerusalem is being reached.] 
There is opposition to the work of the risen Christ both inside and outside the church but no matter what attacks are thrown at the Word, the church keeps growing and the Word is proclaimed boldly. 
[image: ]   Against this background of increasing opposition, it’s important to notice the need to have an appropriate fear of the risen Christ. The apostles desire to revere and obey God, not man (5:29).
Fear of the risen Christ is also part of the incident of Ananias and Sapphira – “great fear came upon the whole church” (5:11).
Such references to fearing the risen Christ are appropriate. Jesus’ resurrection has shown him to be the Lord and Christ of the world. Jesus holds power and authority beyond our imagination. The idea of disobeying Christ should therefore terrify us. The thought of ignoring or refusing Christ, or seeking to manipulate him, should fill us with dread. If it doesn’t, then we have no idea who we’re dealing with. As Jesus himself explained to his disciples:
“I tell you, my friends, do not fear those who kill the body, and after that have nothing more that they can do. But I will warn you whom to fear: fear him who, after he has killed, has authority to cast into hell. Yes, I tell you, fear him!” (Luke 12:4-5) 
Bryson Smith
Jesus’ mission and us	 
Continue to work on your mission project and consider how fearing the Lord will enable you to progress your project.
[Leaders notes: Fearing the Lord shapes our attitude to Christ’s church and to proclaiming Christ. You may like to consider how fearing the Lord encourages you in your mission project or affects the way we treat other Christians, how we handle temptation, our attitude to church, how we handle persecution, our faithfulness in speaking the gospel. the way we treat other Christians, how we handle temptation, our attitude to church, how we handle persecution, our faithfulness in speaking the gospel. Note change is only possible when we grasp the wonder that Jesus is the risen, ruling Christ. Bryson Smith: “We must obey God rather than men” (5:29). When do you find this especially hard? What are some specific, practical ways we can help each other in this matter?]


[bookmark: _heading=h.5ithfwawxtv]STUDY 6
Christ and his suffering servants
Acts 6:8-7:60
[Leaders notes:
Please note I have renamed this study from ‘Christ’s opponents’ to ‘Christ and his suffering servants’ – as the application is to follow Christ is to be like Stephen – to speak his word even if it involves suffering – take up your cross and follow Jesus.
Key points of this study are:
Opposition to Jesus and his message and people continues to intensify. Stephen shows us what it is to continue to speak the gospel of the resurrected Christ by using the Scriptures, even unto death. To be like the apostles and take up our cross and follow Jesus.
Key applications:
·        Imitate Stephen – godly, knew bible and spoke it even to death, forgave his executioners.  
·        Continue to work on your ‘mission project’.] 
Introduction
Throughout Acts we have seen that Jesus is at work in the world today through the apostle’s gospel and the Spirit. As the gospel is preached opposition intensifies and the church grows.
Today we read an important speech by Stephen - one of the disciples chosen to administer the food to widows, 6:1-7. Stephen is the first disciple of Jesus who isn’t an apostle that publicly speaks the gospel, and he is the first disciple to be put to death for speaking of Jesus. Stephen teaches us what it is to take up our cross and follow Jesus. 
Read Acts 6:8-15
1.  	In what ways is Stephen like the apostles? 6:8-10
[Leaders notes: Stephen is full of grace and power, did signs and wonders – 6:8; he speaks the gospel with wisdom and the Spirit – 6:10. Stephen faces persecution. Note 6:15 He has the face of an angel – Jesus is with his people as they are persecuted.]
2.  	Why did Israel’s leaders find Stephen’s teaching about Moses, the Law and the temple so offensive? 6:13-14
[Leaders notes: What the leaders find offensive is that Stephen speaks of Jesus – 6:14. These are the ones that put Jesus to death. It is Jesus who they don’t like. “Verse 14 is key—it is that Jesus will destroy the temple and change the laws. Which of course, in one sense, is absolutely right! Jesus has indeed ended the function of the temple and has changed the role of the law. But Stephen isn’t against them; instead he sees Jesus as having fulfilled them. So their significance will now change dramatically but only because their time is up.” Beynon] 
Stephen answers his accusers by giving detailed evidence from the Old Testament to prove that Jesus is the fulfilment of God’s promises. Just like the apostles, Stephen uses the Scriptures to convince people of Jesus.
We need to know a few key Old Testament words to understand Stephen’s speech:
·        Moses was the great prophet and rescuer in the Old Testament
·        The Law is God’s word given to Moses
·        The Temple is the holy place where God dwelt among his people. 
Read Acts 7:1-8
[Leaders notes: optional – underline all the references to ‘land’ as you read 7:1-8.]
After Adam and Eve rebelled against God, God made promises to Abraham that he would bring people back into relationship with Himself. The ‘land’ and the ‘temple’ were signs that God was fulfilling his promise. Stephen and his opponents were living in the land that God promised Abraham, 7:2-5. This promise was only fulfilled after the Israelites were rescued from slavery in Egypt, 7:6-8. Joseph and Moses were key to this rescue. 
Read Acts 7:9-16
3.  	God appointed Joseph to rescue his people from death by famine in Canaan. How did Israel reject Joseph? 7:9
[Leaders notes: In this and the following questions the key is God rescues his people but the people reject God’s appointed rescuer/ruler – subtext just as they did Jesus. Joseph had a vision that he would rule but his jealous brothers rejected Joseph as ruler by selling him into slavery. But God used their rejection of Joseph to fulfil his purposes.]
Read Acts 7:17-37
4.  	God appointed Moses to rescue his people from death by slavery in Egypt. How did Israel reject Moses? 7:35 (also 7:26-27)
[Leaders notes: Stephen is saying that Moses killing the Egyptian was the start of God’s plan to rescue Israel from slavery in Egypt and bring them into the promised land. Israel rejected the Moses as their ruler and judge – as the one whom God appointed to be their rescuer.]
Read Acts 7:38-43
5.  	God gave his people his life-giving words through Moses – the word which said they were to serve God alone. How did Israel reject God’s word? 7:39-41
[Leaders notes: Israel disobeyed God’s word by turning to idols. They did this as Moses was receiving the 10 Commandments on Mt Sinai when they in effect turned their hearts back to the slavery of Egypt by making the golden calf.] 
Throughout their history Israel continued to reject God and turn to idols, 7:42-43. 
Read Acts 7:44-50
[Leaders notes: optional – underline all the references to God dwelling with his people in 7:44-50.]
God also directed Moses to make the ‘tent of witness’ which signified God’s presence with his people. Much later in Israel’s history the tent of witness became the temple, 7:44-47.
6.  	What did Israel fail to understand about the temple? 7:48-50
[Leaders notes: Just because God did indeed live among His people in the tabernacle/temple, it doesn’t mean those structures contained Him. The quote from Isaiah 66 tells us that humans couldn’t build a house for God even if we wanted to. Heaven is His throne and the earth is His footstool.
The context of the quote from Isaiah 66 is that of judgment. It speaks of people who offer all the right sacrifices, but whose heart attitude to God is wrong. They have ‘chosen their own way’ (Isaiah 66 v 3 ), rather than being those who ‘are humble and contrite in spirit’ ( Isaiah 66 v 2 ).” Beynon] 
Israel constantly rejected God by rejecting God’s messengers and God’s word. They mistakenly thought they were right with God because they had the temple. But God did not give up on his promise despite Israel’s repeated rejection of him. God promised to send another Moses like prophet-rescuer as Stephen says in 7:37  
37 This is the Moses who said to the Israelites, ‘God will raise up for you a prophet like me from your brothers.’
This prophet-rescuer is Jesus. 
Read Acts 7:50-53
7.  	What does Stephen accuse his accusers of? 7:50-53
[Leaders notes - Stephen is saying that his accusers are like their forefathers – they reject God and his rescuer – they have killed Jesus. To reject the Holy Spirit is to not listen to God’s word, his message of salvation.  They claim to be for God’s word and the temple but they are not listening to God’s word or bowing before the God whose temple it is. At the heart of their problem is their pride, self-sufficiency – they are stiff-necked etc.] 
Read Acts 7:54-60
Stephen’s accusers refuse to listen when Stephen says he sees Jesus ruling - ‘at the right hand of God’. They ‘stopped their ears’ and stoned Stephen to death. 
8.  	What are the similarities between Jesus’ death and Stephen’s death? Consider – 
‘And Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.”’ Luke 23:34
‘Then Jesus, calling out with a loud voice, said, “Father into your hands I commit my spirit!”’ Luke 23:46.
[Leaders notes: “Stephen imitates Jesus in his trust—committing his spirit to Jesus in his death— and in his forgiveness of his executioners. Luke is showing us how Christians should speak the truth of the gospel to people boldly. But Christians must also be willing to suffer as Jesus did and respond to that persecution with trust and forgiveness.” Beynon] 
Jesus mission and ours
Stephen followed the way of Jesus and the apostles. He preached the same gospel as the apostles – that Jesus is the one whom humanity killed but God raised to life as his King and Saviour so that we can enter God’s kingdom. Stephen explained the gospel by teaching the Scriptures. He knew the Scriptures and how they pointed to Jesus. And Stephen did not allow opposition, even the possibility of death, stop him speaking. He was quick to forgive.
[Leaders notes: Isn’t Stephen the kind of man you’d want to imitate? Take a moment to list the characteristics he exhibits in chapters 6 & 7. Here is a man who knew his Bible, trusted God, was prepared to forcefully challenge those who rejected Jesus—and yet was quick to forgive. Pray that the Holy Spirit, who was so much at work in Stephen, would be doing a similar work in your life. It may well have risky consequences but somehow I don’t think Stephen is regretting it now.” Beynon] 
·        In what way do you need to become more like Stephen?
·        What does it look like for you to be like Stephen as you undertake your mission project? 
[Leaders notes: If your group isn’t doing a mission project you may want to encourage them to read the bible with a non-believer.] 

[bookmark: _heading=h.wx2gxbloeq2n]STUDY 7
[bookmark: _heading=h.6lmw6vvnjrqy]Christ’s unstoppable message
[bookmark: _heading=h.67nsni82nau4] 
[Leaders notes:
[bookmark: _heading=h.cn0bqcxux9sy]Key points of this study are:
· Christ’s mission plan progresses from Jerusalem to Judea and Samaria – recall 1:8. Chapter 8 “powerfully reflects Christ’s determination for his gospel to be spread. Even in the midst of persecution, his church still grows. The scattering of the Christians because of the persecution only has the effect of spreading the gospel even more! Christ really is unstoppable.” (Bryson Smith). Christ’s controlling the action is seen in the movement of people and the way in which the Spirit is given as the gospel passes over a significant racial and cultural boundary.
· Once again we see the authority of the apostles in verifying what is happening – the Spirit is given at the hand of the apostles when the gospel moves into Samaria and Judea – same occurs in Chapter 10 when the gospel goes to the Gentiles.
·  Once again it is as the word is spoken – “the good news about the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ” (8:12) – that people become Christians. Once again Scripture is used to explain this message (8:35).
· When the word is received it produces joy and radically changes a culture. Once again the church is internally at risk of sin and Satan – Simon is like Ananias and Sapphira.
Note: Grasp the wonder of the divide that the gospel is crossing as it goes from Jerusalem (Jewish capital) to Samaria.  While the Samaritans held on to the first five books of the OT, Jews and Samaritans did not associate – recall John 4:9 - The Samaritan woman said to Jesus, “How is it that you, a Jew, ask for a drink from me, a woman of Samaria?” (For Jews have no dealings with Samaritans.)” and the story of the good Samaritan which was shocking to Jews. 
· When you know that Jesus is at work in this world you will get on and speak the gospel even in the midst of opposition. You will be keen for unbelievers to read the Scriptures with you.
· Continue to work on your ‘mission project’.]
[bookmark: _heading=h.e1mdwjvn2uq2]Acts 8
And Saul approved of his execution.
And there arose on that day a great persecution against the church in Jerusalem, and they were all scattered throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria, except the apostles. 2 Devout men buried Stephen and made great lamentation over him. 3 But Saul was ravaging the church, and entering house after house, he dragged off men and women and committed them to prison.
 
4 Now those who were scattered went about preaching the word. 5 Philip went down to the city of Samaria and proclaimed to them the Christ. 6 And the crowds with one accord paid attention to what was being said by Philip when they heard him and saw the signs that he did. 7 For unclean spirits, crying out with a loud voice, came out of many who had them, and many who were paralysed or lame were healed. 8 So there was much joy in that city.
 
9 But there was a man named Simon, who had previously practised magic in the city and amazed the people of Samaria, saying that he himself was somebody great. 10 They all paid attention to him, from the least to the greatest, saying, “This man is the power of God that is called Great.” 11 And they paid attention to him because for a long time he had amazed them with his magic. 12 But when they believed Philip as he preached good news about the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men and women. 13 Even Simon himself believed, and after being baptized he continued with Philip. And seeing signs and great miracles performed, he was amazed.
 
14 Now when the apostles at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had received the word of God, they sent to them Peter and John, 15 who came down and prayed for them that they might receive the Holy Spirit, 16 for he had not yet fallen on any of them, but they had only been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 17 Then they laid their hands on them and they received the Holy Spirit. 18 Now when Simon saw that the Spirit was given through the laying on of the apostles' hands, he offered them money, 19 saying, “Give me this power also, so that anyone on whom I lay my hands may receive the Holy Spirit.” 20 But Peter said to him, “May your silver perish with you, because you thought you could obtain the gift of God with money! 21 You have neither part nor lot in this matter, for your heart is not right before God. 22 Repent, therefore, of this wickedness of yours, and pray to the Lord that, if possible, the intent of your heart may be forgiven you. 23 For I see that you are in the gall of bitterness and in the bond of iniquity.” 24 And Simon answered, “Pray for me to the Lord, that nothing of what you have said may come upon me.”
 
25 Now when they had testified and spoken the word of the Lord, they returned to Jerusalem, preaching the gospel to many villages of the Samaritans.
 
26 Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Rise and go towards the south to the road that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” This is a desert place. 27 And he rose and went. And there was an Ethiopian, a eunuch, a court official of Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, who was in charge of all her treasure. He had come to Jerusalem to worship 28 and was returning, seated in his chariot, and he was reading the prophet Isaiah. 29 And the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over and join this chariot.” 30 So Philip ran to him and heard him reading Isaiah the prophet and asked, “Do you understand what you are reading?” 31 And he said, “How can I, unless someone guides me?” And he invited Philip to come up and sit with him. 32 Now the passage of the Scripture that he was reading was this:
 
“Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter
    and like a lamb before its shearer is silent,
    so he opens not his mouth.
33 In his humiliation justice was denied him.
    Who can describe his generation?
For his life is taken away from the earth.”
 
34 And the eunuch said to Philip, “About whom, I ask you, does the prophet say this, about himself or about someone else?” 35 Then Philip opened his mouth, and beginning with this Scripture he told him the good news about Jesus. 36 And as they were going along the road they came to some water, and the eunuch said, “See, here is water! What prevents me from being baptized?” 38 And he commanded the chariot to stop, and they both went down into the water, Philip and the eunuch, and he baptized him. 39 And when they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord carried Philip away, and the eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way rejoicing. 40 But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he passed through he preached the gospel to all the towns until he came to Caesarea.
[bookmark: _heading=h.130er3tc4qf0]Intro
The risen Christ Jesus caused his gospel to grow in Jerusalem through the preaching of the apostles by his Spirit. Now over 5000 believers in Jerusalem trust Jesus alone for salvation.
As the gospel grew, opposition intensified. The religious rulers refused to listen to the gospel of Jesus. They put Stephen to death as he spoke of the resurrected, ruling Jesus being the fulfilment of God’s promises in the Old Testament.
But as we shall see, this great persecution led to the fulfilment of Jesus’ plan to take the gospel beyond Jerusalem to Judea and Samaria – recall Jesus’ words to the apostles in Acts 1:8
 
But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” 
Read 8:1-4
Prior to Stephen’s death it was the apostles who were persecuted. Now many believers are imprisoned. 
 
1.      What effect did this persecution have? Consider 8:1 and 8:4 in light of 1:8.
[Leaders notes: the gospel spreads to Samaria and Judea in fulfilment of 1:8.
Note the real pain – lament for Stephen, imprisonment of men and women, scattering. We shall see that this pain results in real joy for the Samaritans. We receive the gospel free, but at Christ and the church’s expense.)

Read 8:5-13
This passage focuses particularly on Philip who, like Stephen, was one of the godly men chosen to distribute food to widows in the church (6:1-5). Philip proclaimed the word, the message that Jesus is the Christ, in Samaria.
 
2.      What effect did Philip’s preaching have?
[Leaders notes: The gospel spreads to Samaria and Judea. Note the power of the gospel over Satanic forces embodied in Simon. Note the joy and restoration that the gospel brings. There is no better blessing than the gospel.]
 
 
Read 8:14-17
[image: ]  Way back in Acts 1:8, we discovered that the risen Christ’s mission plan was for the gospel to be preached in Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria and to the end of the world. Up until now, Acts has been focusing on the Jerusalem stage of the plan. Now in chapter 8, Jesus’ plan moves into its next phase: the gospel spreads from Jerusalem into Judea and Samaria (8:1).
The significance of this moment in Acts is highlighted in two ways. Firstly, the apostles in Jerusalem send Peter and John to confirm this development (8:14). Secondly, Luke records the unprecedented way in which the giving of the Holy Spirit is delayed until the apostles arrive in Samaria. This is very unusual, and serves to emphasize that the gospel has now crossed a most significant barrier. It is as if the risen Christ wants to show, beyond doubt, that the step into Samaria has his approval. He waits until the apostles are there to see for themselves that even the Samaritans (mixed-race Jews) are now receiving the Holy Spirit.
This section powerfully reflects Christ’s determination for his gospel to be spread. Even in the midst of persecution, his church still grows. The scattering of the Christians because of the persecution only has the effect of spreading the gospel even more! Christ really is unstoppable. Bryson Smith
 
[Leaders notes: “This is a much debated section of Acts. It has led some to argue that the gift of the Holy Spirit comes as a second step in the Christian life following conversion. The problem with this argument is that virtually everywhere else in Acts people receive the Spirit when they believe. And the rest of the New Testament supports the view that every believer has the Spirit (eg: Romans 8 v 9, 1 Corinthians 12 v 13).
The most likely explanation is that the arrival of the Spirit was delayed here so that the believers in Samaria could be authenticated as genuine Christians by the apostles. We need to remember that they were Samaritans. This is the gospel crossing significant racial and cultural boundaries. We will see something similar occur in Acts 10 when the first Gentiles believe the gospel.”  Graham Beynon]
Read 8:18-25
3.      What did Simon get wrong? In what way is he similar to Ananias and Sapphira?
[Leaders notes:  Graham Beynon – “Simon wants to be able to act like the apostles in distributing the Spirit. While seemingly converted, his heart still operates in its old ways—and so he offers money. Peter has no time for such a wicked attitude—and challenges Simon to repent.
It seems that Simon still wanted to be the big man who everyone else would think was important. But such attitudes can’t exist in the church of the crucified Lord. Someone whose heart is so wrong before God cannot take part in service for Christ because that would discredit Him. Thankfully, Simon appears to respond humbly to Peter’s rebuke (v 24).”
Simon is continuing in the vein of all human religions/spirituality which are an attempt to get God’s power to work for my ends (peace, prosperity, happiness etc). It is to want Jesus to be my Saviour but not my Lord – to acknowledge my sin and submit to him.]
Read 8:26-32
Once again Luke focusses the action on a particular person – this time the treasurer of Ethiopia.
 
4.      How do we see it is Jesus at work in bringing the Ethiopian treasurer and those throughout Samaria and Judea to faith?
[Leaders notes:  Angel directing Philip’s coming to, and Spirit directing Philip’s going from, the Ethiopian treasurer; the way Jesus had been working in the Ethiopian’s life.]

5.      How does Philip go about explaining the gospel to the Ethiopian treasurer? 8:35
[Leaders notes:  Philip began with the Scripture to explain the good news about Jesus. Similar to Peter’s and Stephen’s speeches. The Scriptures are convicting. We often think they are too complicated or foreign to people. But they are God’s powerful word to read with people and explain to them so that they come to faith.]

6.      How does the Ethiopian treasurer respond to the good news about Jesus?
[Leaders notes:  Baptised – submit to Jesus. Joy – cf 8:8]
 
Jesus’ mission and us
 Who is an unbeliever you can read the bible with? What stops you doing this?
[Leaders notes: recall encouragement from Richard Chin at our Church weekend last year to keep asking someone to read the bible with you. There will be many rejections but someone will finally say yes. If you don’t know how to read the bible with someone this is a helpful guide to reading Mark’s Gospel - https://www.st-helens.org.uk/resources/study/10/
 
OR
Continue to work on your mission project. Consider how you can read the bible with unbelievers in your mission project.
[Leaders notes: Fearing the Lord shapes our attitude to Christ’s church and to proclaiming Christ. You may like to consider how fearing the Lord encourages you in your mission project or affects the way we treat other Christians, how we handle temptation, our attitude to church, how we handle persecution, our faithfulness in speaking the gospel. the way we treat other Christians, how we handle temptation, our attitude to church, how we handle persecution, our faithfulness in speaking the gospel. Note change is only possible when we grasp the wonder that Jesus is the risen, ruling Christ. Bryson Smith: “We must obey God rather than men” (5:29). When do you find this especially hard? What are some specific, practical ways we can help each other in this matter?]
 

 
[bookmark: _heading=h.x7iw42aanunc]

[bookmark: _heading=h.dqvxldmtmw2a]STUDY 8
[bookmark: _heading=h.ylsiut8ti902]Christ’s unlikely apostle
[Leaders notes:
[bookmark: _heading=h.n38dah31avpv]Key points of this study are:
· Acts 9 begins with Saul leaving Jerusalem intent on persecuting Christians and ends with him being a persecuted Christian. His conversion is a wonderful example of God’s grace, turning an obstinate, proud rebel around to be a devoted follower (if God can do this for Paul, He can do it for anyone!), and of God’s sovereign power to bring his purposes to take the gospel to the end of the earth though whatever means he chooses.
· Despite opposition, the gospel continued to spread, the church was strengthened and grew. Jesus is at work in this world achieving his mission.
Key applications:
· This is the last of our studies in this series. Get members to share how a key truth from Acts has impacted their witness to Jesus and / or how your mission project has spurred each of you on in witnessing to Jesus.]
[bookmark: _heading=h.qtbsrf4jng7]Acts 9
9 But Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went to the high priest 2 and asked him for letters to the synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found any belonging to the Way, men or women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem. 3 Now as he went on his way, he approached Damascus, and suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. 4 And falling to the ground he heard a voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me?” 5 And he said, “Who are you, Lord?” And he said, “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. 6 But rise and enter the city, and you will be told what you are to do.” 7 The men who were travelling with him stood speechless, hearing the voice but seeing no one. 8 Saul rose from the ground, and although his eyes were opened, he saw nothing. So they led him by the hand and brought him into Damascus. 9 And for three days he was without sight, and neither ate nor drank.
10 Now there was a disciple at Damascus named Ananias. The Lord said to him in a vision, “Ananias.” And he said, “Here I am, Lord.” 11 And the Lord said to him, “Rise and go to the street called Straight, and at the house of Judas look for a man of Tarsus named Saul, for behold, he is praying, 12 and he has seen in a vision a man named Ananias come in and lay his hands on him so that he might regain his sight.” 13 But Ananias answered, “Lord, I have heard from many about this man, how much evil he has done to your saints at Jerusalem. 14 And here he has authority from the chief priests to bind all who call on your name.” 15 But the Lord said to him, “Go, for he is a chosen instrument of mine to carry my name before the Gentiles and kings and the children of Israel. 16 For I will show him how much he must suffer for the sake of my name.” 17 So Ananias departed and entered the house. And laying his hands on him he said, “Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus who appeared to you on the road by which you came has sent me so that you may regain your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit.” 18 And immediately something like scales fell from his eyes, and he regained his sight. Then he rose and was baptized; 19 and taking food, he was strengthened.
For some days he was with the disciples at Damascus. 20 And immediately he proclaimed Jesus in the synagogues, saying, “He is the Son of God.” 21 And all who heard him were amazed and said, “Is not this the man who made havoc in Jerusalem of those who called upon this name? And has he not come here for this purpose, to bring them bound before the chief priests?” 22 But Saul increased all the more in strength, and confounded the Jews who lived in Damascus by proving that Jesus was the Christ.
23 When many days had passed, the Jews plotted to kill him, 24 but their plot became known to Saul. They were watching the gates day and night in order to kill him, 25 but his disciples took him by night and let him down through an opening in the wall, lowering him in a basket.
26 And when he had come to Jerusalem, he attempted to join the disciples. And they were all afraid of him, for they did not believe that he was a disciple. 27 But Barnabas took him and brought him to the apostles and declared to them how on the road he had seen the Lord, who spoke to him, and how at Damascus he had preached boldly in the name of Jesus. 28 So he went in and out among them at Jerusalem, preaching boldly in the name of the Lord. 29 And he spoke and disputed against the Hellenists. But they were seeking to kill him. 30 And when the brothers learned this, they brought him down to Caesarea and sent him off to Tarsus.
31 So the church throughout all Judea and Galilee and Samaria had peace and was being built up. And walking in the fear of the Lord and in the comfort of the Holy Spirit, it multiplied.
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“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” Acts 1:8
Last week we saw the advance of Jesus’ mission given in Acts 1:8. Jesus’ unstoppable gospel spread from Jerusalem to Judea and Samaria despite intensifying opposition. This week we see Jesus convert and commission an unlikely apostle to take his gospel beyond Judea and Samaria to the end of the earth – to the Gentiles (non-Jews).
 
Read 9:1-2
7. 	Describe Saul in three words or less? See also 7:58, 8:1 and 8:3
[Leaders notes: Persecutor. Paul persecuted Jesus people even beyond Jerusalem in the defense of Judaism.]

 
Read 9:3-9
8.       How does Jesus view Saul’s persecution of believers?
[Leaders notes: “Jesus takes the persecution of the followers of the Way personally; to persecute them is to persecute Him. One of Saul’s first lessons is to learn of the solidarity of the believer and Christ.” (Cook)]

9.    Describe Saul in three words or less? 9:8-9
[Leaders notes: Blind. Saul was physically blinded by Jesus ~ brought by Jesus to the knowledge that he is spiritually blind. Humbled.]
 
Read 9:10-19
10.   What does Jesus commission Saul to do? 9:15-16
[Leaders notes: Saul is commissioned by Jesus to be his apostle who would take the gospel to the Gentiles – it was the beginning of worldwide evangelism and it would involve suffering as Jesus suffered.]

11.    Describe Saul in three words or less? 9:17-19
[Leaders notes: Seeing, Spirit-filled, Submissive. Given sight and the Spirit to see who Jesus is and submit to him. Saul’s conversion was due to the sovereign work and grace of God alone – Saul did not choose Jesus but Jesus reached out and chose Saul. His conversion is a wonderful example of God’s grace, turning an obstinate, proud rebel around to be a devoted follower (if God can do this for Paul, He can do it for anyone!), and of God’s sovereign power to bring his purposes about though whatever means he chooses.

Additional notes if your group has lots of questions about Saul’s conversion:  Saul’s conversion was exceptional – a blinding light followed by sight restored miraculously, the voice of the resurrected Jesus. These events are not surprising given that Saul’s conversion involved Saul being commissioned by Jesus to be an apostle who would take the gospel to the Gentiles – it was the beginning of worldwide evangelism.
Saul’s conversion was also typical of every conversion – he was chosen by God for salvation; he met with the person of Jesus which we now do through the words of the apostles who are Christ’s witnesses for us; Paul submitted to Jesus and received the Holy Spirit – he repented and was changed. Like every believer Saul was called to testify to the risen Jesus and to expect to suffer for Christ. Like every believer Saul has a new reverence for God (he prays 9:11), and he has a new relationship with the church (Ananias calls him brother 9:17), a new responsibility to the world to tell of Jesus (9:20ff).
“The conversion of such a zealous persecutor as Saul provides further evidence for the truth and power of the gospel to save. No one could argue that Saul’s seeing the resurrected Christ was wishful thinking on his part.” (Cook)]

 Read 9:20-30
12.   Describe Paul in three words or less?
[Leaders notes: Persecuted preacher. Saul goes from persecutor to persecuted preacher. And almost immediately Saul suffers for the gospel. Acts 9 begins with Saul leaving Jerusalem intent on persecuting Christians and ends with him being a persecuted Christian.]

13.   How are these verses a fulfilment of Jesus’ role for Saul described in 9:15-16?
[Leaders notes: “Saul is now boldly proclaiming the gospel of Jesus. Twice in close succession Saul’s life is in danger, and once again the Christians in town help him escape.” (Beynon)
Saul’s preaching the same as the apostles and Stephen -
·     Christ-centred – he preached Jesus as the Son of God (v20) and proved Jesus was the Christ (v22)
·     He spoke in the power of the Holy Spirit
·     His preaching was courageous and bold (vv27-28)
·     His witness was costly – he suffering and his life was in danger – 23-24 and 29]
 
Read 9:31
14.    How is 9:31 a summary of Acts so far?
[Leaders notes: Jesus is advancing his mission as he said he would – and in the process we see a glimpse of the Kingdom of God on earth. Nothing can stop the advance of Jesus’ gospel through his most unlikely messengers!  The gospel continued to spread, the church was strengthened and grew.
“This is the second of Luke’s summary statements (the first one was back in chapter 6:7). We’ve seen persecution go up a gear, but as a result the gospel has spread beyond Jerusalem. And then we’ve seen the conversion of the chief persecutor to spread that same message.” (Beynon)]
 It is a reflection of the authority of the risen Christ that he can humble someone as intimidating as Saul. Indeed, it’s not enough that Saul just becomes a Christian; Christ now uniquely charges Saul to spread the very gospel which he had been trying to stamp out. It is a beautiful irony that the man who hated Christians because they weren’t Jewish enough is now going to be instrumental in spreading the gospel to the non-Jews (9:15-16)!
Here is the power of the risen Christ. The master executioner is humbled, and led into Damascus like a prisoner of war. Saul, the persecutor of the church, has now become Paul, the apostle to the Gentiles. The man who was determined to stop Christ’s ongoing work is now going to be used by Christ so as to achieve his ongoing work. We are seeing that nothing can stop the risen Christ! No wonder the church lived in fear of the Lord (9:31).  Bryson Smith
Jesus’ mission and us
This is our last study on Acts for this year. Take a moment to share with each other one key truth you have learnt from Acts and how this truth has enabled you to get on board with Jesus’ mission – be concrete and specific in what you share.
OR
Evaluate your mission project and how it has spurred you on to get on board with Jesus’ mission.
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RESURRECTING THE GOSPEL

Jesus’ resurrection lies at the heart of the apostles’ preaching throughout the book of Acts. Although all the themes below
are integral to the proclamation of the “good news”, the message of the risen Jesus is the single theme that appears in
every recorded gospel explanation in the book and is clearly the motivation that drives them to boldly proclaim Jesus “from
Jerusalem ... to the ends of the earth” (Acts 1:8). In fact, Paul was renown for simply “preaching Jesus and the resurrection”
(17:18) and was ultimately arrested and put on trial because of his belief in the risen Lord Jesus (23:6; 24:21).

9 of appearances in gospel explanations

100% 80% 80% 70% 70% 60% 60% 40% 40%

200000000

Jesus’
resurrection
/ death
prophecy
Jesus as

Christ / Lord
exaltation

Jesus’ suffering
Salvation /
Forgiveness
Fulfilment of

Old Testament
Repentance
Witness to Jesus
God’s judgement
Jesus’ ascension /

© Mark Barry 2018 | visualunitme | Please do not republish without permission, but feel free to copy for personal use.




image8.png




image1.png
€Cq9




image2.png
€Co9




image5.png




image6.png
M Inbox (112 ‘ & 2021-01-2 ‘ 2t All Creatur

. Daily Quick l‘ My Drive ‘E Mission-U ‘ ) Acts 3:1-4: ‘ﬁ Praxeis - C ‘ @ Whatisad @ acts3. X G SURFACEP ‘ + - X

Cc ® Fi\e‘ C:/Users/tonil/OneDrive/Documents/WS%20BIBLE%20STUDIES/ACTS%202021/acts_final.pdf Dx¢ :»‘ :
it Apps "\} BibleGateway.com... E Google Calendar -... . Home « Wild Street @ MailChimp @ Workplace Other bookmarks

acts3.indd

+ Three Taverns
ILLYRICUM
+ Puteoli ADRIATIC BLACK SEA
ITALIA SEA

MYSIA
+ Troas
Assos
_ +Pergamum
Rhegium / -+ Mitylene + Thyatira pgIA
+ Sardis

o ( + Philidelphia PHYRYGIA r \ CAPPADOCIA
cmoso + Smyma LSRN

-

Syracuse

s \ PANES + Ephesus )2 odicea /I_ *_A""“”“ Plonum N _
ag /7 PISIDIA, +Lystra [N
}LYCIA AND, Derbe + 7/ v -

o — 4 PAMPYLIA — ~ ~'r7 owci -

-
csP & 7° pttalia jrenBerga Tarsus + e
Patara . 4
yra
-+ +

Cnidus Va
Rhodes Selucia + + Antioch

MEDITERRANEAN SEA g ‘a

Salmone

+ Miletus
o %9,
LTS

Salamis

PHOENICIA

+ Sidony  + Damascus
s Tyre
Prolemais pd +_
+ Caesarea
+ Samaria
Jupea
CYRENE + .Janlsa,]em

Pt

ARABIA

P

ACTS GEOGRAPHY

= m 4 ‘n 9 | P 1:46 PM

27/01/20




image3.png
ACTS IN A NUTSHELL e

<AD 30 CRUCIDXON, RESURRECTON +

B8

A8 g g g a Hﬂﬁznﬂg &5 2





