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Introduction

Moses tells the Israelites that they are called to be a priestly kingdom
and a holy people. Jesus sends out the disciples as laborers into the
harvest. In baptism we too are anointed for ministry, sharing God’s
compassion with our needy world. From the Lord’s table we go forth to
proclaim the good news, to heal the sick, and to share our bread with
the hungry.

Overview

Plentiful Harvest

In today’s gospel reading, Jesus speaks of the church’'s mission with
images drawn from daily life. The harvest is already plentiful, he says,
but laborers are needed for work in the fields of daily life. What are we
to do? We are to do that to which our worship invites us: Let our
conversation be shaped by the good news, extend Christ's peace
wherever we find ourselves, and share our bread with the hungry.



WORDS OF WELCOME
PRELUDE Grady Daub

The Gathering
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS ELW p. 94
P Inthe name of the Father, and of the * Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

P God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people,
turning us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your
Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and
grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C Amen.

P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Most merciful God,

C we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free
ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have
not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may
delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy
name. Amen.

P Inthe mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us,
and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained
minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, | therefore declare
to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father,
and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen.



*GATHERING HYMN God Is Here ELW #526

*GREETING

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C And also with you.

*PRAYER OF THE DAY

P God of compassion, you have opened the way for us and brought
us to yourself. Pour your love into our hearts, that, overflowing with joy,
we may freely share the blessings of your realm and faithfully proclaim
the good news of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C Amen.

The Word
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

First Reading: Exodus 19:2-8a

At Sinai God assured Israel, “You shall be my treasured possession,” and commissioned
them to serve as mediating priests for the nations. The people commit themselves
completely to God'’s will.

2 [The Israelites] journeyed from Rephidim, entered the wilderness of
Sinai, and camped in the wilderness; Israel camped there in front of the
mountain.3 Then Moses went up to God; the Lord called to him from
the mountain, “Thus you shall say to the house of Jacob and tell the
Israelites: 4'You have seen what | did to the Egyptians and how | bore
you on eagles’ wings and brought you to myself. 5 Now, therefore, if you
obey my voice and keep my covenant, you shall be my treasured
possession out of all the peoples. Indeed, the whole earth is mine, 6 but
you shall be for me a priestly kingdom and a holy nation.' These are the
words that you shall speak to the Israelites.”



7 So Moses went, summoned the elders of the people, and set before
them all these words that the Lord had commanded him. 8a The people
all answered as one, “Everything that the Lord has spoken we will do.”

L The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Psalm: Psalm 100 (read responsively)
We are God'’s people and the sheep of God’s pasture. (Ps. 100:3)

1 Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all you lands!
2 Serve the Lord with gladness;
come into God’s presence with a song.

3 Know that the Lord is God, our maker to whom we belong;

we are God's people and the sheep of God's pasture.
4 Enter the gates of the Lord with thanksgiving and the courts with
praise; give thanks and bless God’s holy name.
5 Good indeed is the Lord, whose steadfast love is everlasting,

whose faithfulness endures from age to age.

Second Reading: Romans 5:1-8
We are no longer God'’s enemies but have peace with God because we were brought into
a right relationship with God through Christ’s death.

1 Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our
Lord Jesus Christ, 2 through whom we have obtained access to this
grace in which we stand, and we boast in our hope of sharing the glory
of God. 3 And not only that, but we also boast in our afflictions, knowing
that affliction produces endurance, 4 and endurance produces
character, and character produces hope, 5and hope does not put us to
shame, because God's love has been poured into our hearts through
the Holy Spirit that has been given to us.



6 For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the
ungodly. 7 Indeed, rarely will anyone die for a righteous
person—though perhaps for a good person someone might actually
dare to die. 8 But God proves his love for us in that while we still were
sinners Christ died for us.

L The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Halle, Halle, Hallelujah (2 times) ELW p. 172
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*GOSPEL Matthew 9: 35-10:8 [9-23]

The mission of Jesus’ followers is to continue the mission of Jesus himself. Here, he
instructs his first disciples as to how they might proclaim the gospel through their words
and deeds.

P The holy gospel according to Matthew
C Glorytoyou, O Lord.



35 Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their
synagogues and proclaiming the good news of the kingdom and curing
every disease and every sickness. 36 When he saw the crowds, he had
compassion for them because they were harassed and helpless, like
sheep without a shepherd. 37 Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest
is plentiful, but the laborers are few; 38 therefore ask the Lord of the
harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.”

10:1 Then Jesus summoned his twelve disciples and gave them
authority over unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to cure every
disease and every sickness. 2 These are the names of the twelve
apostles: first, Simon, also known as Peter, and his brother Andrew;
James son of Zebedee and his brother John; 3 Philip and Bartholomew;
Thomas and Matthew the tax collector; James son of Alphaeus and
Thaddaeus; 4 Simon the Cananaean and Judas Iscariot, the one who
betrayed him.

5These twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions: “Do not
take a road leading to gentiles, and do not enter a Samaritan town,
6 but go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. 7 As you go,
proclaim the good news, The kingdom of heaven has come near.’ 8 Cure
the sick; raise the dead; cleanse those with a skin disease; cast out
demons. You received without payment; give without payment. [9 Take
no gold, or silver, or copper in your belts, 10 no bag for your journey, or
two tunics, or sandals, or a staff, for laborers deserve their food.
11 Whatever town or village you enter, find out who in it is worthy, and
stay there until you leave. 12 As you enter the house, greet it. 131If the
house is worthy, let your peace come upon it, but if it is not worthy, let
your peace return to you. 14 If anyone will not welcome you or listen to
your words, shake off the dust from your feet as you leave that house
or town. 15Truly I tell you, it will be more tolerable for the land of
Sodom and Gomorrah on the day of judgment than for that town.



16"l am sending you out like sheep into the midst of wolves, so be
wise as serpents and innocent as doves. 17 Beware of them, for they will
hand you over to councils and flog you in their synagogues, 18 and you
will be dragged before governors and kings because of me, as a
testimony to them and the gentiles. 19 When they hand you over, do
not worry about how you are to speak or what you are to say, for what
you are to say will be given to you at that time, 20 for it is not you who
speak, but the Spirit of your Father speaking through you. 21 Sibling will
betray sibling to death and a father his child, and children will rise
against parents and have them put to death, 22 and you will be hated
by all because of my name. But the one who endures to the end will be
saved. 23 When they persecute you in this town, flee to the next, for
truly I tell you, you will not have finished going through all the towns of
Israel before the Son of Man comes.”]

P The gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

CHILDREN'S MESSAGE Pastor Alex
SERMON Pastor Alex

*HYMN OF THE DAY In Christ Called to Baptize ELW #575



*APOSTLES CREED ELW p.105
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

A Gathered together by the Holy Spirit, let us pray for the church and
the needs of the world.

A brief silence.

God of freedom, you ransomed Israel from slavery to be a holy people.
As we observe Juneteenth this coming week, free us also to be a people
who proclaim your liberating love. God of grace, hear our prayer.

God of creation, you call all the earth to make a joyful noise to you. Let
us join the chorus of the natural world in proclaiming your glory.
God of grace, hear our prayer.



God of the nations, you sent Jesus as peace for all of humankind. Bring
an end to war and conflict, bring hope to places devasted by destruction
, and sustain those who advocate for peace.

God of grace, hear our prayer.

God of grace, you pour hope and love into our hearts in times of shame
and doubt. Protect those experiencing housing insecurity. Uplift anyone
struggling with hopelessness, illness, or other worries especially Don
Alsedek, Connie Barner, Rachel Benkovic, Rose Hoover, Samson Kennedy,
Bernie Kunz, Rob Lipsitt, and Sally Schonewolf.

God of grace, hear our prayer.

God of all, you call your children to serve in a plentiful harvest. Give us
the wisdom to know how best to serve our local community and our
neighbors. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

God of faith, we give thanks for (Macrina, Basil the Great, Gregory of
Nyssa, Gregory of Nazianzus, and all) the saints who earnestly seek you.
Guide us as we seek to follow those who have led your church.

God of grace, hear our prayer.

P Trusting you receive all our prayers, we commend our spoken and
unspoken prayers to you, O God, through Jesus our Savior.
C Amen.

*PEACE
P The peace of Christ be with you always.
C And also with you.

SPECIAL MUSIC Grady Daub, Organ



The Meal
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

*OFFERTORY HYMN Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful ELW #182
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*OFFERTORY PRAYER

A Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us
take heart in you and share freely of your love, so that all creation can
taste your abundance. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the
Spirit abiding with us now and forever.

C Amen.

*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING ELW p.206
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

U

Lift up your hearts.
C We lift them to the Lord.

P Letus give thanks to the Lord our God.
C Itisright to give our thanks and praise.

*PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

through our Savior Jesus Christ;

who on this day overcame death and the grave,

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:



*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY ELW p.207
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*EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

P Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,

heaven and earth are full of your glory.

In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor,

and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.



Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we await his coming in glory.

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord,

and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food,

the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord,;

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,

be all honor and glory, now and forever.

Amen.

*THE LORD’S PRAYER ELW p.208
P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.



*SHARING THE MEAL
P Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast.

COMMUNION HYMNS:

Lamb of God ELW p.146
| Love To Tell The Story ELW #661
Have No Fear Little Flock” ELW #764

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

A Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our
hearts are filled with the abundance of your love. Strengthen us that
we, through this holy meal, may share your love freely, as you have
shared with us. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit
nourishing us now and forever,

C Amen.

The Sending
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

*BLESSING

P Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, *+ one God,
bless, heal, and hold you today and always.

C Amen.

*SENDING HYMN Rise Up, O Saints of God ELW #669
*DISMISSAL
A Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news !

C Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE Grady Daub



We appreciate Grady Daub for sharing his musical talent with us
this morning. Thank-you.

Permission to podcast/ stream the music in this service obtained from ONE
LICENSE, License #736549-A and CCLI License #CSPL 19029 except where
notated, All Rights Reserved. From sundayandseasons.com. Copyright
@2026 Augsburg Fortress. All Rights Reserved. License #SB179760.

Prelude - Grady Daub

Gathering Hymn - “God Is Here” ELW #526 words - Fred Pratt Green
music - Cyril V. Taylor @1979 and ren. 1970 Hope Publishing Co.
ABBOT’'S LEIGH

Gospel Acclamation - “Halle, Halle, Hallelujah” ELW #172 PUBLIC
DOMAIN

Hymn of the Day - “In Christ Called to Baptize ELW #575 words -
Ruth Duck music - arr. John Roberts, Welsh trad. @1995 Pilgrim
Press ST. DENIO

Offertory Hymn - “Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful ” ELW #182 @1978
Augsburg Fortress words - John W. Arthur music - Richard Hillert
“Holy, Holy, Holy” p.207, setting 10 ELW

Distribution of Communion - Lamb of God, p. 208 ELW

"I Love to Tell the Story” ELW #661 words - Katherine Hankey music -
William E. Fischer PUBLIC DOMAIN

“Have No Fear, Little Flock” ELW #764 words - Marjorie Jillson music -
Heinz Werner Zimmerman @1973 Concordia Publishing

Sending hymn - “Rise Up, O Saints of God!” ELW #669 words -
Norman O. Forness music - William H. Walter @Augsburg Fortress
Postlude - Grady Daub

St. Peter’s Lutheran Church Highspire Contact Information:
Saint Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
240 Broad St., P.O. Box 97
Highspire, Pennsylvania 17034-0097
Office Phone: 717-939-3492

E-mail: stpetershighspire240@gmail.com

If you are in need of Pastoral care, please reach out to our church office at
717-939-3492 or by email at stpetershighspire240@gmail.com .
You can also reach out to Pastor Alex, at 717-434-5037.
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Worship Participants for June 14, 2026

Presiding Minister Pastor Alex Sheppard-Witt
Music Director Stephen Strauss

Worship Assistant Patrick Hawkins

Musician Grady Daub

Lector Grace Hoover

Worship Participants for June 21, 2026

Presiding Minister Pastor Alex Sheppard-Witt
Music Director Stephen Strauss

Worship Assistant Brian Keyser

Musician Juliet Mitton

Lector Helene Hoch

Altar Flowers

Presented to the Glory of God by Steve and Clydene Strauss in memory of
Clydene’s father Clyde Rudy, whose birthday anniversary is June 16th and in
honor of their daughter Stephanie’s birthday on June 24th.

Favorite Hymns Request
This summer we will be incorporating your favorite hymns during worship.

Please list your hymn requests on the section below and place this sheet in
the offering plate or in the church office. Thank you!

Choir Rehearsals

Wednesday, June 17th, there will be rehearsal for the Choir at 7:00pm, at
St. Michael in Harrisburg for Pastor Alex’s Installation service. Any
questions, call or text Steve at 717-265-6854.




All are Welcome Bible Study

The All are Welcome Bible Study meets on Tuesday nights at 6:30pm. We
are currently reading Psalms. We send out a weekly email with the Zoom
link, as well as a brief summary of what we covered the previous week. To
get the link for attending the Zoom session, or just to get on the weekly
email list, please contact Matt and Mary Hunt at
allarewelcomebiblestudy@gmail.com .

A Friendly reminder from Sally:
Please remember to take 1 or more Samaritan Bags to hand out to those

who may be in need of this outreach .They are located in a basket in the
back of the sanctuary to grab and keep available in your travels.

Mark your calendar:
Sunday, June 21st at 2:00 PM Installation for Pastor Alex to be held at
St. Michael Lutheran Church, Harrisburg

Come to church and stay for Fellowship every Sunday in the Parlor. Enjoy
coffee and snacks and friendly conversation! If you would be interested in
"Hosting a Sunday” please check the sign-up sheet posted on the bulletin
board located in the hallway outside the Music Room/Church Office.
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