



but what I do have I give to you





In the name of Jesus Christ…rise up and walk




“And he took him by the right hand and raise him up…”




“…and immediately his feet and ankles were made strong.”


What was the initial result? (vv. 8-10)



“And leaping up he stood…leaping and praising God.”




“And all the people saw him walking and praising God…”



What do we make of this passage?



-
It certainly sets up the rest of ch 3 (which then sets up ch 4).




Is physical healing (v. 7) everything?





See especially 3:16 and 4:12 (3:26 and 4:31)




Is “wonder” and “amazement” (v. 10) enough?





See especially 3:12-26 and 4:13-18



-
It also demonstrates the apostles’ confidence.




They took an opportunity.





The church isn’t a social charity.





The church isn’t a disinterested community.




They recognized their responsibility. 





There are greater needs than money.





There is a greater power than magic.
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Acts 3:1-10
Review

Acts depicts the continuing ministry of Jesus Christ. Though he has ascended, the witness of Jesus continues by the power of the Spirit through the spread of the gospel for the growth of the church. Those who hear and believe the witness of Jesus Christ can and should be confident following his way.

(1:1-26)
Waiting for the Spirit—Confirming the Twelve Apostles



all that Jesus began to do and teach (1:1)



you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth (1:8)

(2:1-47)
Arrival of the Spirit—Birthing the Church 



repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of sins and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit (2:38)



those who received his word were baptized and there were added that day about three thousand souls (2:41)



-
Those who hear the witness of Jesus Christ and believe it (repent + trust) receive the Spirit and are baptized by the Spirit into the body of Christ, the church.



-
The church, as the body of Christ (which is first referenced as ekklesia in 5:11), isn’t simply anyone who shows up to its gatherings.



-
The church, in this way, is everyone who has heard the witness of Jesus Christ and personally repented of their sins and trusted in death + resurrection of Jesus for the forgiveness of their sins.



-
The church is both spiritual, including everyone following Jesus’s ascension who repents of their sins and trusts in him until his second coming (universal), and physical, including those who devote themselves together in a particular place and time (local).




Throughout Acts, beginning with 2:41-47, we see…




…people go to unsaved people and share the witness of Jesus with them




…those who are saved gather together as local churches to mutually encourage following Jesus


What then do we see in Acts 3 and following? 



How did the witness of Jesus Christ go from Jerusalem to the end of the earth?


What did it look like to be confident in the witness of Jesus Christ?

Witnessing in Jerusalem, pt. 1

3:1-10

Overview


(3:1-8:3) Witnessing in Jerusalem




(3:1-5:42) Witnessing in the temple and from house to house






(3:1-4:31) Boldness in Opposition
3:1-10 The Situation










3:11-26 The Response





(4:32-5:16) Esteem in Community
4:1-22 The Opposition










4:23-31 The Resolve




(5:17-42) Rejoicing in Suffering



What then do we see in Acts 3 (and following)?




The Context



ESV Acts 2:42 And they devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers. 43 And awe came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were being done through the apostles. 44 And all who believed were together and had all things in common. 45 And they were selling their possessions and belongings and distributing the proceeds to all, as any had need. 46 And day by day, attending the temple together and breaking bread in their homes, they received their food with glad and generous hearts, 47 praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord added to their number day by day those who were being saved.




“wonders and signs were being done through the apostles”





See 4:30 (with 4:16, 22) and 5:12




“all who believed were together and had all things in common”





See 4:32 and 5:12




“day by day, attending the temple together” 





See 3:1 and 5:21




“day by day…breaking bread in their homes”





See 4:31 and 5:42




Chapter Three



-
Acts 3:1-4:31 go together (literarily), covering the two-day events related to Peter and John’s healing of a lame man.




-
Acts 4:5-31 emphasize, especially, boldness in speaking the word of God.




-
Acts 3:12-26 recounts Peter’s address to the people who where amazed at the healing of the lame man.




-
Acts 3:1-4:31 seems to be about more than the healing of the lame man.



The apostles encourage boldness in speaking the word of God.

ESV Acts 3:1 Now Peter and John were going up to the temple at the hour of prayer, the ninth hour. 2 And a man lame from birth was being carried, whom they laid daily at the gate of the temple that is called the Beautiful Gate to ask alms of those entering the temple. 3 Seeing Peter and John about to go into the temple, he asked to receive alms. 4 And Peter directed his gaze at him, as did John, and said, "Look at us." 5 And he fixed his attention on them, expecting to receive something from them. 6 But Peter said, "I have no silver and gold, but what I do have I give to you. In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, rise up and walk!" 7 And he took him by the right hand and raised him up, and immediately his feet and ankles were made strong. 8 And leaping up he stood and began to walk, and entered the temple with them, walking and leaping and praising God. 9 And all the people saw him walking and praising God, 10 and recognized him as the one who sat at the Beautiful Gate of the temple, asking for alms. And they were filled with wonder and amazement at what had happened to him.




What is the setting? (vv. 1-2)



“Now Peter and John were going up to the temple at the hour of prayer…”




“And a man lame from birth was being carried…”





a man lame from birth






Luke 7:18-23 with, for example, Isaiah 35:1-10






Luke 5:17-26 with, for example, Acts 2:22-23 and 3:19-21





at the gate of the temple that is called the Beautiful Gate



What happened? (vv. 3-7)



“Seeing Peter and John…he asked to receive alms…”




“And Peter directed his gaze at him…and said…”





Look at us





I have no silver and gold

