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Introduction 
The welcome of baptism is for all God’s children. This baptismal gift sets us free 
from the power of sin and death. In today’s gospel, Christ promises that the 
disciple who gives a cup of cold water to the little ones serves Christ himself. From 
worship we are sent on our baptismal mission: to serve the little ones of this world 
and to be a sign of God’s merciful welcome. 

 
Overview 
Life in Christ Includes Praise and Lament 
Though we may prefer to think of God giving us lives of joy and ease, a full life in 
Christ also includes sorrow and grief. To the extent we are willing to acknowledge 
God’s presence in every circumstance, our faith becomes integrated and 
sustainable through a lifetime.  
The texts for today offer a survey of faith-full moments for the people of God, from 
arguably the most disturbing story in all our scriptures (Genesis 22; 
semicontinuous series) to the proclamation of God’s everlasting faithfulness 
(Psalms 89 and 13). 
Does our worship avoid faithful lament? 
Marked by transformation as clear and life and death (Romans 6), the disciple 
naturally embodies the gospel of Jesus Christ. Like it or not, this includes moments 
of sadness, grief, and betrayal that were very much a part of Jesus’ faithful journey. 
If our lives are identified with Christ, disciples can name both joys and sorrows as 
dimensions of Christ’s story and purpose. 
The greatest challenge of faith for most Christians is the moment of suffering, so 
this day invites us to practice faithful lament. In an age of denial when difficult 
things are swept under the rug, we may resist the idea that God wants anything to 
do with suffering. Our scriptures, however, ensure we do not avoid earth-bound 
realities. The psalmist wails a prayer in faith that not only laments abandonment by 
God but also confesses God’s steadfast love (Psalm 13; semicontinuous series). The 
story of Abraham and Isaac haunts our imaginations when we expect God to make 
life easy.  
Worship calls us to faithfully lament as well as praise. Let today be a service of 
full-hearted proclamation of the depths of life in Christ. 



WORDS OF WELCOME 
PRELUDE  ​  ​ ​                  ​ ​ ​ ​ ​      Juliet Mitton 

The Gathering 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS​ ​ ​                             ELW p. 94 
P​ In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C​ Amen. 
 
P​ God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, 
turning us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your 
Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and 
grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
C​ Amen. 
 
P​ Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Most merciful God, 
C​ we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free 
ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have 
not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 
delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy 
name. Amen. 
 
P​ In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, 
and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained 
minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare 
to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, 
and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C​ Amen. 



*GATHERING HYMN  ​ “All Are Welcome”                ​ ​ ELW #641              
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​    
*GREETING 
P​ The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.​  
C​ And also with you. 
 
*PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P​ O God, you direct our lives by your grace, and your words of justice 
and mercy reshape the world. Mold us into a people who welcome your 
word and serve one another, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
C​ Amen. 
 

The Word 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 
First Reading:​ Jeremiah   28:5-9 
Through a symbolic action Jeremiah insisted that Judah and all the surrounding nations 
should submit to the king of Babylon (Jer. 27). Hananiah contradicted the word of 
Jeremiah, who in reply insisted that Hananiah’s rosy prediction should not be believed 
until it came true. God confirmed the word of Jeremiah and sentenced the false prophet 
Hananiah to death (vv. 16-17). 
 
5 The prophet Jeremiah spoke to the prophet Hananiah in the presence 
of the priests and all the people who were standing in the house of the 
Lord, 6 and the prophet Jeremiah said, “Amen! May the Lord do so; may 
the Lord fulfill the words that you have prophesied and bring back to 
this place from Babylon the vessels of the house of the Lord and all the 
exiles. 7 But listen now to this word that I speak in your hearing and in 
the hearing of all the people. 8 The prophets who preceded you and me 
from ancient times prophesied war, famine, and pestilence against 
many countries and great kingdoms. 9 As for the prophet who 



prophesies peace, when the word of that prophet comes true, then it 
will be known that the Lord has truly sent the prophet.” 
 
L​ The word of the Lord. 
C​ Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm:​ Psalm    89: 1-4,15-18  (read responsively) 
Your love, O Lord, forever will I sing. (Ps. 89:1) 
 
1 Your love, O Lord, forever will I sing; from age to age my mouth will 
proclaim your faithfulness. 
2 For I am persuaded that your steadfast love is  
established forever; you have set your faithfulness firmly  in the 
heavens. 
3 “I have made a covenant with my chosen one; 
I have sworn an oath to David my servant: 
4 ‘I will establish your line forever, and preserve your throne for all 
generations.’ ”  
15 Happy are the people who know the festal shout! 
They walk, O Lord, in the light of your presence. 
16 They rejoice daily in your name; 
they are jubilant in your righteousness. 
17 For you are the glory of their strength, 
and by your favor our might is exalted. 
18 Truly, our shield belongs to the Lord; 
our king to the Holy One of Israel.  
 
 
 
 
 



Second Reading:​ Romans  6:12-23 
Sin is an enslaving power which motivates us to live self-serving, disobedient lives. Sin’s 
final payoff is death. We, however, have been set free from sin’s slavery to live 
obediently under God’s grace, whose end is the free gift of eternal life. 
 
12 Do not let sin reign in your mortal bodies, so that you obey their desires. 
13 No longer present your members to sin as instruments of 
unrighteousness, but present yourselves to God as those who have been 
brought from death to life, and present your members to God as instruments 
of righteousness. 14 For sin will have no dominion over you, since you are not 
under law but under grace. 
  15 What then? Should we sin because we are not under law but under 
grace? By no means! 16 Do you not know that, if you present yourselves to 
anyone as obedient slaves, you are slaves of the one whom you obey, either 
of sin, which leads to death, or of obedience, which leads to righteousness? 
17 But thanks be to God that you who were slaves of sin have become 
obedient from the heart to the form of teaching to which you were entrusted 
18 and that you, having been set free from sin, have become enslaved to 
righteousness. 19 I am speaking in human terms because of your limitations. 
For just as you once presented your members as slaves to impurity and 
lawlessness, leading to even more lawlessness, so now present your 
members as slaves to righteousness, leading to sanctification. 
  20 When you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness. 
21 So what fruit did you then gain from the things of which you now are 
ashamed? The end of those things is death. 22 But now that you have been 
freed from sin and enslaved to God, the fruit you have leads to sanctification, 
and the end is eternal life. 23 For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of 
God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 
L​ The word of the Lord. 
C​ Thanks be to God. 
 
 



*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Halle, Halle, Hallelujah (2 times)        ELW p. 172 

 
*GOSPEL​ ​ Matthew  10:40-42 
When Jesus sends his disciples out as missionaries, he warns them of persecution and 
hardships they will face. He also promises to reward any who aid his followers and 
support their ministry. 
 
P​ The holy gospel according to Matthew 
C​ Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
[Jesus said to the twelve:] 40 “Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, 
and whoever welcomes me welcomes the one who sent me. 
41 Whoever welcomes a prophet in the name of a prophet will receive a 
prophet’s reward, and whoever welcomes a righteous person in the 
name of a righteous person will receive the reward of the righteous, 
42 and whoever gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little 
ones in the name of a disciple—truly I tell you, none of these will lose 
their reward.” 
 
P​ The gospel of the Lord. 
C​ Praise to you, O Christ. 
 



CHILDREN’S MESSAGE​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​        Pastor Alex 
 
SERMON                                      ​ ​ ​ ​ ​                 Pastor Alex  
 
*HYMN OF THE DAY        “The Church of Christ, in Every Age”​ ELW #729 
 
*APOSTLES CREED​ ​ ​ ​                                               ELW p.105 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
A​ Gathered together by the Holy Spirit, let us pray for the church and 
the needs of the world. 
A brief silence. 
 



Faithful God, establish your church to offer welcome and proclaim your 
peace. Nourish us so we can proclaim your hope to the world.  
God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 
Creator God, bring life to places experiencing drought, deforestation, 
and pollution. Help us to cultivate and care for the natural world around 
us. God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 
Loving God, bring an end to conflict and division (places experiencing 
division may be named). Sustain the work of prophets in our time, and 
work through world leaders to foster understanding, justice, and peace. 
God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 
Provider God, give your children what they need physically, emotionally, 
and spiritually. We pray especially for Don Alsedek, Connie Barner, Rachel 
Benkovic, Rose Hoover, Samson Kennedy, Bernie Kunz, and Rob Lipsitt.  
Bless caregivers as they show God’s hospitality through their generous 
service. God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 
Living God, lead us from death to life. Inspire new ministries and 
endeavors, renew established ones, and strengthen our welcoming 
presence to our neighbors. God of grace, hear our prayer. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 
Eternal God, we remember the faithful departed of this community and 
of the wider church and world. We give thanks for saints of all times and 
places. God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 
P​ Trusting you receive all our prayers, we commend our spoken and 
unspoken prayers to you, O God, through Jesus our Savior. 
C​ Amen. 



*PEACE 
P​ The peace of Christ be with you always.​  
C​ And also with you. 

 
SPECIAL MUSIC​​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​      Juliet Mitton 

 
The Meal 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 
 

*OFFERTORY HYMN​​ Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful              ELW #182  

              
 
 
 



*OFFERTORY PRAYER 
A​ Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us 
take heart in you and share freely of your love, so that all creation can 
taste your abundance. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the 
Spirit abiding with us now and forever. 
C​ Amen. 
 
*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING ​   ​ ​ ​ ​ ​          ELW p.206 
P​ The Lord be with you. 
C​ And also with you. 
  
P​ Lift up your hearts. 
C​ We lift them to the Lord. 
  
P​ Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C​ It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
*PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, 
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
 
 
 



*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY ​ ​ ​  ​ ​ ​ ​          ELW p.207 

 
 
*EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
P​ Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, 
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 
who preached good news to the poor, 
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 
  
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  



Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, 
we await his coming in glory. 
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, 
and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, 
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be all honor and glory, now and forever. 
Amen.  
 
*THE LORD’S PRAYER​ ​ ​ ​  ​ ​ ​          ELW p.208 
P​ Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
​ Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 



*SHARING THE MEAL 
P​ Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast.  
 
COMMUNION HYMNS: 
 ​ “Lamb of God”                                                                  ​        ELW p.208 

“Just As I Am”                                                       ​ ​         ELW #592 
“Lord Speak to Us, That We May Speak”             ​​         ELW #676 
 

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
A​ Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our 
hearts are filled with the abundance of your love. Strengthen us that 
we, through this holy meal, may share your love freely, as you have 
shared with us. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit 
nourishing us now and forever.   
C​ Amen. 

 
The Sending 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
 
*BLESSING 
P​ Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, ☩ one God, 
bless, heal, and hold you today and always. 
C​ Amen. 
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
*SENDING HYMN  ​ ​ “To Be Your Presence”     ​ ​ ​ ELW #546 
 
*DISMISSAL     
A​ Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news ! 
C​ Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE  ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​        ​ ​      Juliet Mitton 



We appreciate Juliet Mitton for sharing her musical talent with us 
this morning. Thank-you.  

 
Permission to podcast/ stream the music in this service obtained from ONE 
LICENSE, License #736549-A and CCLI License #CSPL 19029 except where 
notated, All Rights Reserved. From sundayandseasons.com. Copyright 
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St. Peter’s Lutheran Church Highspire Contact Information: 

Saint Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 
240 Broad St., P.O. Box 97    
Highspire, Pennsylvania  17034-0097 
Office Phone: 717-939-3492​  
E-mail:  stpetershighspire240@gmail.com 

 
 
If you are in need of Pastoral care, please reach out to our church office at 
717-939-3492 or by email at stpetershighspire240@gmail.com . 
You can also reach out to Pastor Alex, at 717-434-5037. 
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Worship Participants for June 28, 2026  
Presiding Minister​              Pastor Alex Sheppard-Witt 
Music Director​ ​              Stephen Strauss 
Worship Assistant​ ​      Patrick Hawkins 
Musician                                Juliet Mitton 
Lector​ ​  ​              Mary Hunt 
 
Worship Participants for July5, 2026  
Presiding Minister​              Pastor Alex Sheppard-Witt  
Music Director​ ​              Stephen Strauss 
Worship Assistant​ ​      Brian Keyser 
Musician                                Juliet Mitton 
Lector​ ​  ​              Doris Reynolds 
 
ALTAR VASES:  Presented to the Glory of God in memory of Donna’s father, 
Armand Demers’ whose birthday anniversary is June 28th by Kane and 
Donna High. 
 
CENTERPIECE:  Presented to the Glory of God by grandchildren Gus Jr., 
Heather, Andy, Samantha, Matt and Cassie Johnson in memory  of their 
grandmother Berniece Hickman, whose birthday anniversary is June 30th. 
 
Favorite Hymns Request 
This summer we will be incorporating your favorite hymns during worship. 
Please list your hymn requests on the section below and place this sheet in 
the offering plate or in the church office. Thank you! 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
 
All are Welcome Bible Study 
The All are Welcome Bible Study meets on Tuesday nights at 6:30pm. We 
are currently reading Psalms. We send out a weekly email with the Zoom 
link, as well as a brief summary of what we covered the previous week. To 
get the link for attending the Zoom session, or just to get on the weekly 
email list, please contact Matt and Mary Hunt at 
allarewelcomebiblestudy@gmail.com . 

mailto:allarewelcomebiblestudy@gmail.com


 
A Friendly reminder from Sally: 
Please remember to take 1 or more Samaritan Bags to hand out to those 
who may be in need of this outreach .They are located in a basket in the 
back of the sanctuary to grab and keep available in your travels. 
 
Come to church and stay for Fellowship every Sunday in the Parlor. Enjoy 
coffee and snacks and friendly conversation! If you would be interested in 
“Hosting a Sunday”  please check the sign-up sheet posted on the bulletin 
board located in the  hallway outside the Music Room/Church Office. 
 


