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Fear Not!
Isaiah 44:6-8
By Pastor Donald Neidigk
July 19, 2026, Series A, Pentecost 8
Fear not, nor be afraid;
have I not told you from of old and declared it?
And you are my witnesses!  Is there a God besides me?
There is no Rock; I know not any. Isaiah 44:8
	My wife doesn’t particularly like the way I drive. I don’t know why.  I’ve only had 3 or 4 accidents. Whenever I leave the house she tells me, “Drive carefully.”  And I usually respond, “It’s never too late to start.”
	Actually, I’m not that bad of a driver. No one needs to be afraid of me when I get behind the wheel, unless I’m distracted by an old car that I have to investigate.  Then I might have to suddenly pull over, get out my binoculars and look at some rust bucket I’ve spotted out in a field. Otherwise I’m a pretty safe driver. 
But oddly enough, some drivers apparently want to be feared.  A while back I found myself behind a huge black lifted pickup with a decal in the rear window that said, “Fear this!”  
	But I didn’t “Fear this!”  In spite of the bad boy image the driver was trying to project, I just felt sorry for him. I felt sorry for him because he was trying to create a false sense of security for himself by making other people afraid of him. His decal just made me want to put a decal in my window with a different message, one that says, “Fear not!”  
	“Fear not!” is God’s word for his people today.  It’s the message of all three Scripture lessons.  It’s actually the message of the whole Bible for God’s people. Why do God’s people have nothing to fear?
	According to the prophet Isaiah, we have nothing to fear because the LORD is our God. Sometimes Isaiah’s book is called “the Gospel according to Isaiah.”  That’s because it’s full of good news. When Isaiah wrote his book, it was a scary time. Neighboring countries threatened the land. King Hezekiah was terrified. The people had wandered away from God. Idolatry and self-indulgence were everywhere.  A day of reckoning was coming.
	It sounds a lot like our country, doesn’t it?  Things have never seemed more out of control. “Love your neighbor” seems to be forgotten.  I remember a chant from the ‘60’s, “Burn baby burn.”  That was bad.  But it was just as bad a couple of years ago after the death of George Floyd when Antifa was trashing buildings in big cities, heroes of the past were getting cancelled and mobs were tearing down statues. 
And as for God’s people today, we sometimes behave like privileged idolaters. One of my pastors years ago defined sin this way, “I want what I want when I want it.”  That seems to characterize many Christians. “Name it and claim it” became a popular expression in the ‘70’s during the charismatic movement. God became a divine vending machine.
	But despite how far we might have wandered from God, he hasn’t wandered from us!  He has good news for his people, for you and me today!  He is still the LORD of hosts, the LORD of all the mighty angels and everything else.  As Isaiah reminds us, he is our Redeemer. He is the One who frees us from the slavery we’ve sold ourselves into. 
The LORD our God has a plan for history.  Nothing happens apart from it.  According to Isaiah, God declares the end from the beginning.  And because God’s plan is good, all who hide themselves in him and his church are safe. Says Jesus of his church, “The gates of hell shall not prevail against it.” (Matthew 16:18) All who repent of sin, all who trust in Christ, all who are baptized into him, are safe within Christ’s church.  Whatever happens, Jesus is our rock. Therefore, “Fear not, nor be afraid!”
	Moreover, we have nothing to fear because suffering is purposeful.  Isaiah tells us God has a plan.  In the epistle lesson from Romans 8, St. Paul tells us how God’s plan works. According to Paul, “for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who are called according to his purpose.” (v 28)  If we find ourselves asking, “Why is this happening to me?”  be assured that God has something good in mind. We may not know what that is while we’re in the middle of our troubles, but God knows, and God is good. We can rest in that assurance. 
No one likes to suffer, but when we do, it moves us to cry out to God to save us. O, how we want Jesus to come and rescue us! But suffering can be good when it makes faith real.  It helps us to trust Jesus as our only hope. Suffering causes us to lift our eyes above the pain to the day Jesus returns and all the painful things that trouble us now are gone and God himself wipes away our tears. In that hope, we stand firm, we persevere. We rejoice despite our troubles. That’s how we can, “Fear not, nor be afraid!”
	And finally, we have nothing to fear because in the end, the good guys win. Yes, there are lots of hypocrites and bad guys. That’s the endless topic of the news and talk shows.  If you’re concerned about it, know that Jesus was concerned about it first.  He often preached against the hypocrisy of scribes and Pharisees and priests.  They put heavy burdens on the people but wouldn’t lift a finger to help them, and they didn’t practice what they preached.  But a day of reckoning is coming, God’s word tells us.
	In the Gospel lesson Jesus prepares us for the evil all around us. He uses a parable to teach us.  He says a farmer plants good seed in his field, but an enemy comes along and plants weed seeds.  When both start to grow, the workers wonder, “Should we pull up the weeds?” The farmer says, “No. Let them grow together till the harvest.”  What’s Jesus talking about?  He’s saying that faithful people and unfaithful people will continue growing together until the harvest, Judgment Day. But it’s not for us to decide which is which.
When you and I see Christians and clergy behaving badly or teaching things that are wrong, we think they’re children of the devil.  And when we see them teaching what’s right and doing good things, we think they’re children of God.  But actually we have no idea who’s really a child of God and who isn’t.  
So, it’s up to Jesus to sort all that out at the harvest, the day he comes back. Then, at the final judgment, all who are truly his enter the kingdom of God.  In the meantime, we mind our own business. It’s not our job to sort out who’s a weed and who’s a child of God. 
Some of us might be afraid that the church is so full of weeds there’ll be nothing left of it. Don’t worry about it!  There will always a true church within the visible church.  And because that true church is founded on Christ, the Son of God, even the gates of hell will never prevail against it. That gives confidence and hope, to those who love and worry about Christ’s church.  Jesus will sort things out, so “Fear not, nor be afraid!”
	I have a question for you. What emotional shape were you in today when you came to church?  I suspect some of you were worried about our country and the mess it seems to be in.  Or you were worried over conflicts in your family. Or you were worried over your health or that of your loved ones.  Worry doesn’t fix anything.  It may even make things worse. Jesus has big shoulders that can carry your burden. He’s the LORD, our rock and our Redeemer. Whatever your worry, he’ll see you through it.  Fear not!
	Remember how worried we were about the Corona virus? We were terrified to go anywhere without a mask.  We were terrified when someone we didn’t know got too close to us.  We didn’t look at people in the store or talk to them.  Was it the end of the world?  No, it wasn’t!  Yes, some of us got sick with the virus, maybe more than once.  Some of us died, even in this congregation.  But eventually it went away. Worry didn’t fix it. God did.  That’s why you’re here today. Fear not!
	Some of us worry that Christianity seems to be going to hell in a handbasket. But it’s not!  The well-being and prosperity of the church rises and falls like the tides.  Scandals come and go. There will always be evil doers and hypocrites. Some churches will close. New ones will open. But the gates of hell will never prevail against the church founded on Christ the Son of God.  So, fear not, nor be afraid!   
I’ll close with this verse from a wonderful hymn:
	We are God’s house of living stones,
	Built for His own habitation.
	He, through baptismal grace, us owns,
	Heirs of His wondrous salvation.
	Were we but two His name to tell,
	Yet He with us would deign to dwell
	With all His grace and His favor.  Amen.
(from LSB # 645, by Nicolai F. S. Grundtvig)

We pray: LORD, your word tells us to “Fear not, nor be afraid.” By Your Spirit, make it so.  Amen.
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Isaiah 44:6-8
6 Thus says the LORD, the King of Israel
    and his Redeemer, the LORD of hosts:
“I am the first and I am the last;
    besides me there is no god.
7 Who is like me? Let him proclaim it. 
    Let him declare and set it before me,
since I appointed an ancient people.
    Let them declare what is to come, and what will happen.
8 Fear not, nor be afraid;
    have I not told you from of old and declared it?
    And you are my witnesses!
Is there a God besides me?
    There is no Rock; I know not any.”
Romans 8:28-39
28 And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who are called according to his purpose. 29 For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn among many brothers. 30 And those whom he predestined he also called, and those whom he called he also justified, and those whom he justified he also glorified.
31 What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? 32 He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not also with him graciously give us all things? 33 Who shall bring any charge against God's elect? It is God who justifies. 34 Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died—more than that, who was raised—who is at the right hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us. 35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword? 36 As it is written,
“For your sake we are being killed all the day long;
    we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered.”
37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38 For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor powers, 39 nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43
24 He put another parable before them, saying, “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a man who sowed good seed in his field, 25 but while his men were sleeping, his enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat and went away. 26 So when the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared also. 27 And the servants of the master of the house came and said to him, ‘Master, did you not sow good seed in your field? How then does it have weeds?’ 28 He said to them, ‘An enemy has done this.’ So the servants said to him, ‘Then do you want us to go and gather them?’ 29 But he said, ‘No, lest in gathering the weeds you root up the wheat along with them. 30 Let both grow together until the harvest, and at harvest time I will tell the reapers, “Gather the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.”’”
36 Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples came to him, saying, “Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the field.” 37 He answered, “The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man. 38 The field is the world, and the good seed is the sons of the kingdom. The weeds are the sons of the evil one, 39 and the enemy who sowed them is the devil. The harvest is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. 40 Just as the weeds are gathered and burned with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. 41 The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will gather out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all law-breakers, 42 and throw them into the fiery furnace. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 43 Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. He who has ears, let him hear.

 
