The biblical fear of God is not terror or dread, but a profound reverence, awe, and respect for God’s supreme holiness and power. It is an ongoing awareness of His presence that leads to humility, obedience, and a desire to please Him, which the Bible describes as the foundation of true wisdom.

· Two Distinct Perspectives
The concept of fearing God is generally understood in two ways throughout scripture, depending on a person's relationship with Him.
· For Believers: Often called "filial fear," this is a deep, loving respect. It is like a child's healthy fear of disappointing a loving parent. It motivates worship, obedience, and turning away from sin.
· For Unbelievers: Often called "servile fear," this refers to a dread of divine judgment, wrath, and the consequences of sin. 
· Action-Oriented: The biblical fear of God is not just a passive feeling; it directly influences behavior. It is consistently linked with obeying His commandments and fleeing from evil.
· Draws You Near: While being "afraid" usually causes someone to run away, biblical fear draws believers closer to God in wonder and adoration.
· In the Bible, "fearing God" rarely means being terrified of Him. Instead, it describes a profound sense of awe, reverence, and respect for His supreme authority. It is an active, life-altering awareness of God’s holiness that translates into deep love, obedience, and a desire to live a righteous life. The concept can be broken down into three main ideas.
· Awe and Reverence: It is the emotional and spiritual response to recognizing the Creator of the universe. Just as a person might stand in silent awe before a massive, breathtaking mountain, the fear of God is a humbling realization of His majesty. 
· The Foundation of Wisdom: The Bible explicitly states in Proverbs 1:7  “The fear of the Lord
is the beginning of knowledge;
fools despise wisdom and discipline.” ( "The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge." ) It implies ordering your life around God's perspective and aligning your choices with His truth. Until one acknowledges God’s majesty and authority, true wisdom cannot be attained.
· Obedience and Trust: Fearing God means taking Him seriously. In Deuteronomy 10:12-13, “And now, Israel, what does the Lord your God ask of you but to fear the Lord your God, to walk in obedience to him, to love him, to serve the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul, and to observe the Lord’s commands and decrees that I am giving you today for your own good? “The two concepts are directly linked: fearing God leads naturally to walking in His ways, serving Him, and loving Him. 
· For believers, this fear replaces all worldly anxieties; by properly respecting the Creator, you are freed from fearing the judgments and opinions of other people. 

9 Fear the Lord, you His saints, for those who fear Him lack nothing.  10 Young lions lack food and go hungry, but those who seek the Lord will not lack any good thing. 
Psalm 34:9-10
