St. Mark’s Lutheran Church
Sunday, July 19, 2026
8th Sunday after Pentecost

A

God’s love, Our service.

INTRODUCTION

It is an age-old question: why is there evil in the world? In the parable of the
wheat and the weeds Jesus suggests that both grow together until the harvest.
With Paul, we long for the day that all creation will be set free from bondage and
suffering. Having both weeds and wheat within us, we humbly place our hope in
the promises of God, and from the Lord’s table we go forth to bear the fruit of
justice and mercy.

WELCOME/ANNOUCEMENTS
The July Noisy Offering collection will go to St. Mark’s playground fund.




Confession and Forgiveness

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the pre-
siding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity,F* one God,
whose compassion endures forever.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin to God.

Silence is kept for reflection.
Compassionate God,

we confess to you all our sins.

Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves.
In your mercy, call us back to you.

Your yoke is easy and your burden is light.
Restore us to dwell in your peace.

In Christ’s name we pray,

Amen.

Jesus says, “Come to me,

all you who are weary

and are carrying heavy burdens,

and | will give you rest.”

In the name of God,

Father, = Son, and Holy Spirit,

your sins are forgiven.

Rest in God’s love.

Amen.



PROCESSIONAL HYMN ELW 693, vs. 1 & 2

Come, Ye Thankful People, Come
2 All the world is God's own field,

1 Come, ye thankful people, come; fruit unto his praise to yield;
raise the song of harvest home. wheat and tares together sown,
All be safely gathered in unto joy or sorrow grown.
ere the winter storms begin. First the blade, and then the ear,
God, our maker, doth provide then the full corn shall appear.
for our wants to be supplied. Lord of harvest, grant that we
Come to God's own temple, come, wholesome grain and pure may be.

raise the song of harvest home.
Text: Henry Alford, 1810-1871, alt.

Greeting page 98
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

KYRIE  Pg.98
CANTICLE OF PRAISE page 101

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Faithful God,

most merciful judge, you care for your children with firmness and compassion.
By your Spirit nurture us who live in your kingdom, that we may be rooted in the
way of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

First Reading: Isaiah 44:6-8
There are no other gods besides God: the word of the LORD does not fail to come
to pass. We can trust in God, through whom Israel—and we—are redeemed.
° Thus says the LORD, the King of Israel,
and his Redeemer, the LORD of hosts:
| am the first, and | am the last;
besides me there is no god.
"Who is like me? Let them proclaim it;
let them declare and set it forth before me.
Who has announced from of old the things to come?
Let them tell us what is yet to be.



® Do not fear or be afraid:;
have | not told you from of old and declared it?
You are my witnesses!

Is there any god besides me?
There is no other rock; | know not one.

The Word of The Lord. Thanks Be to God.

Psalm: Psalm 86:11-17
Teach me your way, O Lord, and | will walk in your truth. (Ps. 86:11)

"' Teach me your way, O LORD, and | will walk in your truth;
give me an undivided heart to revere your name.
"1 will thank you, O Lord my God, with all my heart,
and glorify your name forevermore.
" For great is your love toward me;
you have delivered me from the pit of death.
" The arrogant rise up against me, O God, and a band of violent people seeks
my life;
they have not set you before their eyes.
" But you, O Lord, are gracious and full of compassion,
slow to anger, and full of kindness and truth.
'®Turn to me and have mercy on me;
give your strength to your servant, and save the child of your handmaid.
"’ Show me a sign of your favor, so that those who hate me may see it and be
put to shame;
because you, LORD, have helped me and comforted me.

Second Reading: Romans 8:12-25

For Paul, true spirituality means that we experience the reality of the Spirit, which
enables us to pray as God’s children, keeps us in solidarity with creation, and
gives us unseen hope that God will liberate us and creation from bondage to
death and decay.

250 then, brothers and sisters, we are obligated, not to the flesh, to live accord-
ing to the flesh— " for if you live according to the flesh, you will die, but if by the



Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live. *“ For all who are led
by the Spirit of God are children of God. " For you did not receive a spirit of slav-
ery to fall back into fear, but you received a spirit of adoption. When we cry,
“Abba! Father!” ‘®it is that very Spirit bearing witness with our spirit that we are
children of God, Y and if children, then heirs: heirs of God and joint heirs with
Christ, if we in fact suffer with him so that we may also be glorified with him.

"*| consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing
with the glory about to be revealed to us. " For the creation waits with eager
longing for the revealing of the children of God, “’ for the creation was subjected
to futility, not of its own will, but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope
* that the creation itself will be set free from its enslavement to decay and will
obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God. ** We know that the whole
creation has been groaning together as it suffers together the pains of labor, **
and not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit,
groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, the redemption of our bodies. ** For in
hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope, for who hopes for what
one already sees? * But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with pa-
tience.

The Word of The Lord. Thanks Be to God.

Gospel Acclamation pg. 102
Holy Gospel, according to Matthew, the 13th Chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

Gospel: Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43

Jesus tells a parable about the coexistence of good and evil in this world. God’s
judgment will remove all evildoers and causes of sin, but not until the end of
human history.

“*[Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may
be compared to someone who sowed good seed in his field,”” but while every-
body was asleep an enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat and then



went away. °° So when the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds ap-
peared as well. ”” And the slaves of the householder came and said to him,
‘Master, did you not sow good seed in your field? Where, then, did these weeds
come from?’ “* He answered, ‘An enemy has done this.” The slaves said to him,
‘Then do you want us to go and gather them?’ *” But he replied, ‘No, for in gather-
ing the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with them. *° Let both of them
grow together until the harvest, and at harvest time | will tell the reapers, Collect
the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into
my barn.””

*®Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples ap-
proached him, saying, “Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the field.” >’ He
answered, “The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; *“ the field is the
world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are the chil-
dren of the evil one, °” and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest is
the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. “’ Just as the weeds are collected
and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. “* The Son of Man will
send his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all
evildoers, ** and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be
weeping and gnashing of teeth. *’ Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the
kingdom of their Father. Let anyone with ears listen!”

CHILDREN’S SERMON Pastor Janice Hawley
SERMON Pastor Janice Hawley



HYMN OF THE DAY ELW 550

On What Has Now Been Sown and pardon what is ours.
Our praises, Lord, and prayers receive
1 On what has now been sown and to your word a blessing give.
your blessing, Lord, bestow;
the pow'r is yours alone 3 Oh, grant that each of us,
to make it sprout and grow. now met before you here,
O Lord, in grace the harvest raise, may meet together thus
and yours alone shall be the praise! when you and yours appear,
and follow you to heav'n, our home.
2 To you our wants are known, E'en so, Amen! Lord Jesus, come!
from you are all our pow'rs;
accept what is your own Text: John Newton, 1725-1807, alt.
APOSTLES CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.*

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession
Trusting in God’s steadfast love for all God has made, let us pray for the church,
the world, and all of creation.



A brief silence.

God our source, protect your church from those who sow weeds among the
wheat. Where we trade grace for judgment, restore us, and where we get lost
among the complexities of life, guide us. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

God our creator, sustain creation in places not easily seen; the depths of oceans,
microscopic plants and animals, galaxies beyond our own. May we share earth’s
dedication to hope for what we do not yet see. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

God our soil, we yearn to live on your lands and waters with justice and in right-
eousness. Renew the hearts of all in authority, that our leaders guide wisely
toward the flourishing of all. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

God our rock, be a source of constancy for those whose lives have been uprooted
by war, eviction, global climate change, unemployment, harassment, false witness
to their character, or illness or injury. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

God our teacher, guide and provide for all summer camp staff and campers,
daycare professionals, librarians, summer school educators and coaches, teachers
preparing for the coming academic year, and youth becoming first-time
babysitters. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

God our hope, the message of your salvation is planted among us in all times and
places. We give you thanks for the witness of all the saints who shine like the sun
in your presence. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Grateful for your abundant provision and trusting in your goodness, we cast all
our cares upon you, through the abundant grace of Christ Jesus.

Amen.

PEACE
In Jesus Christ, God has made his peace with us.
The peace of the Lord be with you always,
And also with you
Let us share God's peace with one another.

OFFERING/ NOISY OFFERING



OFFERTORY ELW 182

GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, .......
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn.

Holy, Holy pg. 108

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
LORD’S PRAYER

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Heaven has come near.
Come, share in the feast!

COMMUNION
COMMUNION SONG pg. 112




COMMUNION HYMNS ELW 759

My Faith Looks Up to Thee 3 While life's dark maze | tread
and griefs around me spread,
1 My faith looks up to thee, be thou my guide;
thou Lamb of Calvary, bid darkness turn to day,
Savior divine! wipe sorrow's tears away,
Now hear me while | pray, nor let me ever stray
take all my guilt away, from thee aside.
oh, let me from this day
be wholly thine! 4 When ends life's transient dream,
when death's cold, sullen stream
2 May thy rich grace impart shall o'er me roll;
strength to my fainting heart, blest Savior, then, in love
my zeal inspire; fear and distrust remove;
as thou hast died for me, oh, bear me safe above,
oh, may my love to thee a ransomed soul!
pure, warm, and changeless be,
a Iiving firel Text: Ray Palmer, 1808-1887
ELW 689

Praise and Thanksgiving

Praise and thanksgiving, God, we would
offer

for all things living, you have made good:
harvest of sown fields, fruits of the or-
chard,

hay from the mown fields, blossom and
wood.

God, bless the labor we bring to serve you,
that with our neighbor we may be fed.
Sowing or tilling, we would work with you,
harvesting, milling for daily bread.

3

4

Father, providing food for your children,
by Wisdom's guiding teach us to share
one with another, so that, rejoicing
with us, all others may know your care.

Then will your blessing reach ev'ry people,
freely confessing your gracious hand.
Where you are reigning, no one will hun-
ger;

your love sustaining showers the land.

Text: Albert F. Bayly, 1901-1984, alt.
Text © Oxford University Press. All rights reserved.

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and keep you in his grace.
Amen.



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Compassionate God,

through the gifts of bread and wine

our hearts are filled with the abundance of your love.
Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal,

may share your love freely, as you have shared with us.
We ask this in the name of Jesus,

through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever.
Amen.

SENDING

Draw your church together, O God, into one great company of disciples, together
following our teacher Jesus Christ into every walk of life, together serving in
Christ’s mission to the world, and together witnessing to your love wherever you
will send us; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.

BLESSING

Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer,
-+ one God,

bless, heal, and hold you
today and always.

Amen.




RECESSIONAL HYMN ELW 631

Love Divine, All Loves Excelling 3 Come, Almighty, to deliver;
let us all thy life receive;
1 Love divine, all loves excelling, suddenly return, and never,
Joy of heav'n, to earth come down! nevermore thy temples leave.
Fix in us thy humble dwelling, Thee we would be always blessing,
all thy faithful mercies crown. serve thee as thy hosts above,
Jesus, thou art all compassion, pray, and praise thee without ceasing,
pure, unbounded love thou art; glory in thy perfect love.
visit us with thy salvation,
enter ev'ry trembling heart. 4 Finish then thy new creation,
pure and spotless let us be;
2 Breathe, oh, breathe thy loving Spirit let us see thy great salvation
into ev'ry troubled breast; perfectly restored in thee!
let us all in thee inherit; Changed from glory into glory,
let us find thy promised rest. till in heav'n we take our place,
Take away the love of sinning; till we cast our crowns before thee,
Alpha and Omega be; lost in wonder, love, and praise!
end of faith, as its beginning,
set our hearts at Iiberty. Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788
DISMISSAL

Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!
Thanks be to God.




PRAYER REQUESTS & CONDOLENCES

Contact Janet Anderson at 913.638-9331 to add names to the prayer chain or to join the prayer chain.
Please contact the church office to make changes to this list.

St. Mark’s members: Gary Stepenson, Uncle of Jason Howe,

The people of St. Mark’s, Rebeka Gillette, friend of Janet Nichols,

Lucas Niccoli, Jackie Warriner, Sister-in-law of Linda Goodheart,

Mark Schmideskamp, Don Thun, Father of Matt Thun,

Jami Schmideskamp, Matt Warriner, Great Nephew of Linda Goodheart,

Donna Nichols, Neil Warriner, Linda Goodheart’s brother,

Pete Cagle, Bruce Dawson, friend of the Goodhearts,

Linda Cagle, Kirk Wheeler, cousin of Verna McMullin,

Janet Nichols, All People affected by natural disasters

Chuck Vandenberg, Those in the Military:

Janet Schmidt, A.J. Simons, nephew of Stan and Karen
Thompson,

Family & friends:

Adam, cousin of Nancy Bryer,

Nephew of Amanda Sibson,

Roger Trester, father of Linda Cagle,

Michel El Haddad, extended Fetsch family member,
Audrey Varner, friend of Mark Schmideskamp,
Mitch Shaffer, friend of Susan and Bob Fetsch,
Patty, friend of Vicki Larson,

Barry Hansen, cousin of Paula Quade,

Family of Irene, mother of Janet Krievins,
Garry Thomas, father of Mark Thomas,
Kathryn Young, cousin of Mark Schmideskamp,
Steve, cousin of Tom Bryer,

Liz Zybko, friend of Pam Wilson,

Tony Berg, son of Arlyn & Jan Berg,

Donna Trester, Mother of Linda Cagle,

Kerry O’Rourke, friend of Mark Schmideskamp,
Mindy Gustus, friend of Mark Schmideskamp,
Jessica Parker, great-niece of Jane Stresewski,
Bob Bergene, friend of Clarence Linsey,

Scott Miller, son-in-law of Jane & Mike Scherrer,
Dr. Owens, friend of Kathy Hinkle,

Elizabeth Applebaum, friend of Kathy Hinkle
Kara Campbell, niece of Pete Cagle,

Candy, sister of Tom Bryer,



